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ADVERTISEMENT. 



RESPECTING the fource from which the folkw- 
ing letters have been drawn, and the grounds 
on which the reader is expefted to reft his belief 
of their authenticity, it may be fufficient to inform 
him (and, for the truth of the affertion, to appeal 
to His Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, the Ameri- 
can Minifter Plenipotentiary), that permiiBon >vas 
obtained from the proper authority, to tranfcribe, 
from the original papers prefcrved in the Secretary 
of State's office in Philadelphia, thefe and fundry 
other authentic documents relating to the conteft 
between the colonies and the mother country, viz. 
Letters from the Commanders of the continental 
forces, and other perfons employed in the public 
fervice, — intercepted Letters from Britifli Officers 
and other adherents to the royal caufe, — Com- 
munications from the Governors, Conventions, and 
Committees qf the feveral American States,— Dif- 
patches from Agents and Commiffioners, — Inftruc- 
tions, — Reports of Committees of Congrpfs, — ^parts 
of the Secret Journ?il^ hitherto unpublifhed,— and 
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various other pieces elucidative of the eventis which 
led to and finaHy ellabliflied American Indepen- 
dence. . # * 

That permiilion was granted early in th^ year 
1 79f , and immediate advantage was taken of the in- 
dulgence ; though, from various circumftances, df 
little confequence to the reader to know, the pub- 
lication, has beefi fo long delayed. Even at this 
late period, the editor contents himfelf with laying 
before the public but a part of the colleftion, — in- 
tending, if thefe volumes meet wnth a favorable re- 
ception, to continue the publication, and prefent 
his readers with a variety of intereftirig pieces 
penned by the leaders and principal agents in the 
America Revolution, and tending to throw light 
on many important tranfaftions that have hitherto 
been either enveloped in total darknefs, or, at 
beft, but obfcurely perceived, and imperfeftly ui;l-' 
derftood. 

Some parts of thefe letters may perhaps appear 
too full of minutiae to intereft that clafs of readers,^ 
who, unaccuftoraed to enter into the inveftigation 
of caufes or confequences, delight only in recitals 
of battles, fieges, and other ftriking occurrences 
which conftitute the^ more promihent features of 
hiftory. But, to the reafoning pbilofophic reader, 
who wiflies to explore the fecret fprings of aftion, 
— to trace events to their remote and latent caufes^ 
— to difcover and examine the fubordhiate and col- 
lateral circumftances (oft trifling in appearance, 
and generally overlooked by the vulgar eye), 
which, in the ftruggles of contending nations, give 

a pre« 
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a prepoiv4eraiicy to-tlic one or-tha^thcj iqrfe,^— 
thofe minute details will, it isr prefumed,^*^^ iar 
from unaccqpttahle, as furnifhing. hun. with that 
fpecies of infofmation, upon wh^ich alone he cjq^ 
venture tagrouqd a decifivQopinioj^, and whicjh Ijc 
might elfewhqre feek in vain^ , . 

The inclofiires^ frequiintly referred to. in tjiefe 
volumes, would ftill further contribute to fet every 
circumftance in a clearer and flionger light ^ and it 
was the editor's original intenti<?a that they fhould 
have accompanied the letters to which they refpec- 
tively belong. Obftacles however, iu prefeM infur- 
mountable, ftand in the way of their immediate pub- 
lication : but, when thefe are removed, the papers 
alludec( to fhall make their appearance in form of 
an Appendix, — fuch parts of them at leaft, as are 
of a curious and interefting nature. 

Meanwhile the reader will ©bferve that It wa# 
deemed as yet premature to'piiblifh certain paf- 
fages of thefe letters : fome omifllons have of courfe 
taken place, which are every where pointed out by 
afteriiks, and which will be fupplied at a pro-' 
per feafon, probably not far diftant. — On the 
otter hand, in periiaps half sj doz^n inftances, a 
fingle word has been Jiazarded on coujetture, to 
fill up a chafm, where either the original or the 
copy happened to be torn or defaced j in which 
cafes, the fupplemental words are inclofed within 
crotchets and printed in Italic.— A few entire let- 
ters, moreover, as appears by reference made to 
/them in fubfequent ones, are herp wanted to com- 
plete the chain of corrcfpondence. Thefe the edi- 
9 tot 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ via ] 

tor eah jjpr^ bA 'account of,^s the origmals appeftV 
16 hkhc i^ttn loft from the files of tjffice. 

About a dozen letters, t^ritten by the genefar^ 
fecrctAry *, are ftere inferted s — a few from the ge-^ 
Beml hrmfetf fo the board of .w^r, or committee 
of Congrefs,— one to the prefident of the New^ 
Y^Qik Convention, and one to R. Morris, efquire, 
in the department of finance. Thefe it vj^s 
thought improper to omit : not did it feem worth 
while, oti, account of a few exception^, to make 
any aheration in \he general title of the book. 

* Mr* R^ H. Harrifon, refpefting whoni| the reader is re- 
^ttrfled to cotTtS. ati error in Vol. I. page 240, line 6, where^ 
iafiead of ' aUfSy' he fliould read ^focretaria*, — Another miftabe 
occurs in page 26. of the fame volume, line 3V wh.ere ^ fourth!^ 
ihould l:e read inftead of ^fwruehtL* 
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To the Honorable Members of the ConttnMdl Con^rejs^ ii 
^hilddelpkia^ 

fcrEi4tLEi^E^ifj i^ew-^Yor^f June ij^ ijJSl 

.X HE rain oh friday aiterndon and iSatorday,-^thc ddvic4 
of feveral gentlemen of the Jerfeys and this city, trjr no tufeani 
to cr^fs Hudfon's river at the* lo^cf Ibrry — and feme other 
circumflances^ too trivial to mention, prcvdntted my^ arrival 
at diis place, uiitiL the afternoon di this, day; 

in the morning, atfter giving general Schuyldr fiicii order$> 
as, from the refult of my inquiry into matters here, ^fp^i 
neceffary, I fhall fet but on my journey to the camp at Bof- 
lon, and fliall proceed with all the difpatch in miy pdWcr; 
1*0 wder is fo effential an article, that I cannot help again re* 
peating the neceffity of a fupply^ 'fbe camp at fioitony from 
the beft account I can get from thentj^, is but tery poorly 
fupplied; At this place, they have, fcarce any^ Htfvsr they 

ypL. t Ti %fi 
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« GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

arc provided at general Woofter*s camp, I have not bceii 
able yet to learn. 

Governor Ttywi is frrived, an^ genei^l Schiiykr ^trcfted 
to mdvife yOu of the lifie 6f coniudt he moves in. I feat it 
will not be very favorable to the Anverfcan cafife. 

I have only to add, diat I am, with great refpefl and 
regard,. gentlemcnr, your^moft obedient and obliged humble 
fervant, G^ Washington* 

To JoHU HAlfJCOCKy Efquh-Cy Prejident of Cengrefu 

New York, ^n Jay J ^tA June^ 1^75, 5 i^cUck, P. M. 
Sir, 

UPON rtiy arrival here this afternoon, I was inform* 
cd that an cxprgfs wgj iq tqwi]* from the provincial camp 
in Ma£acbtifettd-6ay ; and having £^n^ among the papers in 
his poffeffion, a letter dire£ted to you as prefidfent of the 
GS(ipgfiefs, I l^ave |a]|en the h'berty to 4)pen it. i was ii^duced 
to tafcir fljat liberty, by ffvefal gentlemen of New- York 
who'Vfere anxious to know the particulars of the affair of 
diO feventeench infta^ty and agreeable to the orders of m^ny 
members of the Congrefs, who jtidged it neceffafy that V 
ihoold avittt fnyfelf of tb^ beft informatioii sn^ liie courfe of 
jhyjavmey'/ 

You will find, fir, 8y»Aat letter, a grett want of po»«*<lcr 
In Ae prpviiicial army, which 1 fincerely hope the Congi?ef» 
will fupply as fpeedlly and as cffeduaBy a& in tfeeir poweiv 
One ifcoufand povmde in -weighl were fent to the camp at 
Cambridge, tbftfe days ttgor, froiTi this city ; whfch has left 
thi« plaice almoft dfftitate of that nceeflfery article 5 there be- 
ing at ^Is time^ from the beft information, m>t n;K>re than 
four tarrds of t)o<wder in the, city of New-York^ 

I propofe to fet olf for the f^TOvinciat camp tOMtionrCBWtf 
aad wilt ufe all poffiMe difpatch to joift dit forces t^ere. 

Fkafe'to m^l^ my compliments (o th« gemlemen of tber 
- ^ , Congrefe> 
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Ccm0^X and believe me to be, fiti your obUgjbd tnmi, 
andluiaible&trV^nC^ - G. W* 

IN. fi- All ihi/ubfymni UUirSy not otlntwife e^prej$ly ii-^ 



Sir, * , Canip dt CarrArldg&y ytly i&, i)%^. 

1 Artivei £ij6b at this place on the t^ird inflant, after 
a jotimey attended with a good^al of fatigue, and retarcied 
by necctfary attcijiions to &e fticceffivfc civUides which ac- ' 
conayanied me vxmf whole route. 

Upon my arrival* I immediately vifiteA the feveral poft$ 
occupied by our troops ; and, als foon as the weather permittee^ 
reconnoitred thofe of the er^emy^ I found the latter ftrobgly 
intrenched on Bunker^s-hill, about a mile frOm Charleftown^ 
aad advanced about half a mile from the place of the late ac- 
tion* with dieir centries emended about one hpnflred aik! fifty 
yards on this fide of the narrowfeft part of the »eck leading 
J&om this place to Charleftown. Throe floating batteries 1^ 
in Myftick river near iheir camp, and one twenty-gun ihiy 
below Ae ferry place between Bofton and Charleftown. Tl^ey 
have 2M0 a battery on Copfe-biU, on the Bofton fide, which 
inuch annoyed our troops in the late attack. Upon the neck> 
/ihey have alfo deeply intrenched and fortified. Their ad- 
vanced guards, till laft faturday morning, occupied Brown's 
houfes, about a mile* from Roxbury meeting-houfe* and 
twenty roods from their lines : but> at that time^ a party 
ftom general Thdmas*s camp furprifed the guard, drove 
them in, and burned the houfes* The bulk of their army* 
commanded by general Howe, lieis on Bunker*s-hill^ and the 
remainder on Roxbury-ncck> except the light horfe^ ahcf a 
jew men in the town of Bofton* 

Oa our fidei we have thrown up intrenchments on Win« 
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'4 GfeNERAL WASHINGTON'S 

i^etntd Profpecft hills,-— the enemy's camp in full view, at 
the dlftance of little more than % mile^ Such intermediate 
points ks would admit a landing, I have fmce my arrival 
'takjeii care to ftrengthen^ down to Sewal^s farm, where a 
-ftrong intrenchment has. been thrown up. At Roxbury, ge- 
neral ihomas has thrown up a ftrong wiork on iht hill, 
about two hundred yarda above the meeting-houfe ; which, 
with the brokennefs of the ground, and a great number of 
rocks, has made that pafs very fecure. The troops raifed in 
Ncw-Hampfhire, with a regiment from Rhode-Ifland, oc- 
cupy Winter-hill : a part of thofc from Corine<£ticut, under 
genjeral Putrtami are on Profpdd-hill. 'The troops in this 
town are entirely 6f the Maffachufetts': the remainder of the 
Rhode-Ifland-men are at Sewal's Fai'm.^ Twb* regiments of 
tbimedlicut, ahd nin6 of the Maffachufefe, are at Rox- 
bury. The refiduife of the army, to the numW of iabout 
fev(*n ^lindred, are ported iil fcveral fmall to's^ns along the 
'cbaft, to prevent the depredations of the enemy. 
^7 Upon the wh^te, T think myfelf authorifed to fay, that, 
confidifing the gVeat 'ej^tferit bf line knd the nature of tht 
l^dtind, we are arf well ^cured, as could be expe6led info 
'ificfit a time, and under the difadvantages We*labor. Thefc 
yMlft in a want of eligineers to co'nftruft* proper works and 
dJteft the men, a want of tools, and a fufficient number of 
taen'io'maii'ifhe wcirks'in caft* of an attdck. You will ob- 
ferve, by the proceedings of the council of war which Phavc 
fhi^ honor to' inclofe, that it is our unanimous opinion, to 
hold and defend thefe works as long as poffible. The dif- 
couragement it would give the men^ and it$ contrary efFtdls 
on the minifterial troops, thus to abandon our iencamp- 
ment in their face, formed with To much labor, — added to 
the certain deftruvSTon of a confiderable and valuable extent 
6f country, and our uncertainty of finding a place In all re- 
fpe6ts fo capable of making a (land, — are leading rcafons for 
this determination. At the fame time we are very fcnirble 
of the difficulties which attend the defence of lines of fo 
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5;reat extent, and the dangers which may enfue from fuch 
a divifion of the army. 

^y earned wifh to comply with the inftrudions of the 
Congrefs, in making an earJy and complete return of the^ 
ftate of the army, has led into an involuntary delay of ad- 
dreffing you ; which has given mc much concern. Having 
given orders for this purpofe immediately on my arrival,-— 
and unapprifed of the impcrfe^St obedience which had been 
paid to thofe of the like nature fr6m general Ward, I was 
led from day to day to expe6l they would come in, and 
therefore detained the meffenger. They are not now fo 
complete as I could wiih : but much allowance is to be mad^ 
for inexperience ii> forms, and a liberty which had been 
taken (not given) on this fubjeft, Thefe reafons, I flatter 
myfelf, will no linger exift ; and, of confequence, more re* 
gularity and exaitnefs will iri future prevail. This, with a 
neceflary attention to the lines, the movements of the minif* 
terial troops, and our immediate fecurity, muft be my apo» 
logy, which I beg you to lay before Congrefs with the ut* 
moft duty and refpeft. 

We labor under great dif»advantages for want of tents : 
for, though they haye becQ helped out by a colledlion of 
now ufelefs fails from the fea-port towns, the number is far 
ihort of our neceffities. The colleges and houfes of this 
town are neceflarily occupied by the troops ; which affords 
another reafon.fbr keeping our prefent fituation. But I moft 
lincerely wifli the whole army was properly provided to take 
the field, as I am well affured, that (befides greater expedi* 
tion and aftivity in cafe of alarm) it would highly coaduco 
to health and difcipline. As materials are not to be had 
here, I would beg leave to recommend the procuring a far-- 
ther fupply from Philadelphia, as foon as poffible. 

I (hould be extremely deficient in graQtude as well as juftice» 
if I did not 'take the firft oppQrtunii;y to a^cknowledgc the 
readinefs and attention, which ,the provincial Congrefs and 
differeut comtpiite.es have {bewn^ to msikc ^very thing a« 
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% GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

convenient and agrceaWe as poffible. But there it a ritaj 
and inherent principle^ of delay, incompatible with m'ilitaiy 
fcrvice, intranfaAing bufinefs through fuch numerous and 
different channels, i efteem it tficrcforc my Aify to rcprc^ 
fpnt the inconvenience which muft unavoidably enftje from 
aMependence on a number of perfons for ftipplies ; and fub- 
mit it to the confideration of Congrefe, whedier the public fer^ 
vice will not be beft promoted by appointing a commiffapy-* 
general for thefe purpc^es. We have a ftriking inftance' of 
the preference of fuch a mode, in the eflftbUfliment of Con- 
nedicut, as their troops are extreraety wetl provided unde^ 
the diredion of Mr. Trumbull, and he has at different timei 
affifted others with various articles. SbouM my fentiments 
happily coincide with thofe of your honors en this fubjetS, 
I beg leave to recommend Mr* Trumbull -as a very proper 
jerfon for this department, tn the arrangement of troops 
tolleSed under fuch circumftances, and upon the'fpur of 
immediate neceffity,. fcveral appointments are omitted, which 
appear to be indifpenfably neceflary for the good government 
of the army— particularly a quarter-maft^r-general, a com-t 
miffary of mufters, and a commiffary of artillery, Thefe I 
ihuft earneftly recommend to the notice and provifion of the 
Congrefs, - 

I find myfelf already much embarraiffcd, for want of a mi- 
litary cheft, Thefe embarraffments will incrcafe every day j 
i riiuft theref6re requeft that money may be forwanled as 
foon as poffible. The want of this moft neceflary articler 
win (t fear) produce great inconveniences, if tiot prevented 
by an early attention. I find the army in general, and di0 
troops raifed in Maflachuwtts ih particular, very deficient 
in neceflary cloathing. D)pon inquiry, there appears no 
probability of obtaining any fupplies in this quarter ; and, on 
the beft confideration 5f this matter lam ^ble to.form, I am of 
opinron that a number of hunting fliirts (not left thanteu 
l^bufand) would ih^ great degree rertiove this difficulty, 
is the cheapeil anif quitkeft manner* X kxHm nothing, in ^ 
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fj^^five tfew, moretmJal, yet, if ^ut in praAicc, wouM 
Jrave a happier tieo&ncy (a tinke the men, and aboKffi thofe 
pt'dthifelar ^ftirt<afeh^ ^Meh lead -to jeatloufy atid dlfiatif- 
fe<3ion. 

In a fbrmei- part of thiy Icttefi^, I incntioHed tlic waht of 
^Tighwifers, I t2ih hardly cxprefe Ae d!fdppointaepr I have' 
experienced oh this fiibje6t,-i-the fkill of thofe we have be^ 
ing very imperfeA, and Confined i6 ffic ttje^e frnmiaV cxer-? 
€Jfe of cannon ; wherdaisthie war Jn which #e arc «igage<| 
fequir^^ a knowledge, eoitt]f)fchending" the datiiels^ of the fielrf,- 
and forfificatkhi. If any perlons tlius qtfaKfi«d ai"^ !!6 be' 
fotm* iivthe fmit&ern cofontes^ it \trd^U be of grea! pubiie 
fcpvke to forward ftem with all ex'^edWoa* 

fjpon ri»e article of aini>iiciHitk>nv I muft re^-<^A»6 tf» for-* 
raer complaints oil this fubjeS. We are fi> exceelfingly'deftf^ 
tdte, that o\if artiflefy v^ilF be (rf Httle wfe, #khotit a fupply 
both ktgd a^' feafohaHte. What v^e have ttm& h&fektVei 
for tli^ ftnd# irms, and tha:t maiiaged ^idi the utawft fru* 
jgaSitjf. * ♦ « 

The fta^' of th^arh^y yoti v^ fio4 afcertatned witfi tsbler* 
aSfe pifetciiiori in the rcttsriK which accompany this letter. 
Upon fiiidiing^ the numbef of men to fall fa far ffiort of the 
eftaWkhmerie, and beloiJf aH expeA^itioo, I inimediatdy call- 
ed a council of the general officers, whofe opinion (as to die 
itiode of filling up dfe regiments, and providing for the pre- 
fent exigency) I havfe tljle honor bf inclofiagt together with 
riie belt Judgment r^t are able to form of the minifterial 
troops. Ftotn die number of boys, dieferters, and negroes^ 
Aat h*rc been enliflefi lA A^ troops of this* province, I en-- 
tertain fome doubts whether the number required can be 
#aSfeihte^: and an*<he getlferal offcers agree that no depen^ 
i6ti^ cattbe {h># on the nwlitia, for a continuance in camp# 
<>t regtifenty and difeit)l!ne dciring the fhort time they m^y 
fl^, "This unhappy and devoted province has been fo lon^ 
irt-a ffia*fe'Oraterdi^,andthe yoke * * * * * 
Jteeft laid fo beavil^on it, that great allowances are to be 
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fHide for troops raifed under fuch circumftanccs. The 4cm 
ficiency of imml>ei s, difcipline, and ftoresi can only lead to 
|hjs conclufionrwth^it their fpirit k^ ext?edc4 th^r ftrength. 
But at the fame time I would humbly fubmit to the confider- 
Ution of Congrefs the propria of making fomc further pro- 
vifion of men from the other colonies. If (hefe regiments 
jhould \}c completed to their eftabliHiniept, the difmiffion of 
thofe unfit fpr duty pi^ account of their age and charafter 
would occafipn a cpnfiderable redudion ; and, ^t all events, 
they have been enlifted upon fuqh terms, that they may be 
difbandf d when other troops arrive. Ifut ibould my appre^^ 
henfions be realifed? and the regiment? here not filled' up, the 
public caufe would fuifFer by ai^ abfolute dependence upon 
fo doubtful ?in event, unlefs fpme provifibn is jpa^de againft 
fuch a difappointment, • , 

It requires np military ^11, to Judge of the difficulty of 
introducipg proper difcipline and fubordination into an,army 
while we haVe t^^ efiemy in vjew, and ^re in daily expeflar* 
tion of ?n attack : but it is of fo much importance, that every 
effort will be made, which time and pircumftai;ices will ad-i 
pit. In the mean litne I have a fincere pleafure in obfervt 
ing that there ?ire materials for a good army— fl great num^ 
her of ablcrbpdied rm^i a6l;Y«u z^alpus ip the caufe, and of 
unqueftionaWe couragfe, 

. I am npw, ftr, to acknowledge th^ receipt of ypur favor 

pf the twenty-eighth, ipclpfing the |-ef<riutions of Congrefs^ 

pf the twentyrfeventb ultiopo, and ^ (?opy of a Jctter from the 

pommittee of Albany j to all w^ch I fhall pay due attention^ 

Generals (rat^s an4 3ulliy?in jliay^ f)qth arr^ve^ ip gpo4 

* health, 

My beft abilities 3^rp at all tijmes ^evot^ to the fervice pf 
|ny country ; but I feel the weight, importaiice, and variety 
of my prefent duties too fenfitly, ^pt to ^ife * more imme«»; 
diate and frequent communication with the Congrefs, 'I fes* 
it may often happen in the courfc of pur prefent opOratxc^^ 

'^" / ' • : '. ' *.« 
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that I.*ibail need that afEftance and dirft^iqn from tliciii, 
>vbich time and diftance will not 9II0W me to receive. 

V Since writing the above, I baye alio to acknowledge your 
favor of the fourth inftant by Feffenden, and the receipt of the 
commiffions, and articles of war. The former are yet eight 
Iiundred fhort of the number required. This ^deficiency yoa 
xviirpleafe to fupply ^ foon as you conveniently can. 
Among the other returns, I have alfo fent one of our Jcil^led* 
•wounded, and miffing, in the late a£iion ; but have been able 
to procure no certain account of th^ lofs of the miiiifterial 
Vroops. My beft intelligence fixes it at about five hundred 
Iqlled, and fix or feven hundred wounded : but it is no /nore 
than conjefture, — the utmoft pains being taken on their fide 
to conceal it. J have the honor td be^ &c. G- W. 

P. S. Having ordered the commanding officer to give mc 
the cariifeft intelligence of every modon of the enemy 'by 
land or water, difcernible from the heights of his camp, I 
this inftant, as I was clofing my letter, received the inclofed 
from the brigade major. The defign of this manoeuvre I 
know not : — perhaps it may be to make a defcent fome where 
. .^ong thfe coaft : — it may be for New- York ^ or it may be 
praflsfed as a deception on us. I thought it not improper 
however to mention the matter to you : I have done the 
fame to the commanding officer at New- York ; and I fhall 
Jet it be known to the committee of fafety here, fo that in- 
telligence may be dommunicat^, as they (hall think be0, 
^long the fearcoaft of thi? government. 



. 3ir; Camp at Cambridge, July 14, 1775. 

SINCE I did myf^lf the h9nor of addreffing you on 
the tenth inftant, nothii^ material has happened in the camp. 
From fome authwitic and. later advices of the ftate of the 
ininifterial trodps, and the great inconvenience of calling in 
1^ flailitia in the midft of haryeft, I have been induced for ths 

prefer^t 
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prcfent t6 war^c it :— *bQt in the mean timfe Vedfuitirtg pities 
have been fent thrcmgHout this province, tx^fiH tip the rcgi*. 
fnents to the eftablifhment of the prorincml Cdngftk. At the 
feme time that I received thefe adticiei, I aHb obtained* 2 
Hft of the dfficers of the enemy kilfed and wt)«ftdeid in tficf 
late battle at Charkftown, which I take thrs^ opportunity ta 
inclofc. 

The great fcaitity of frcffi provifions in dieir army has 
fed me to take every prceawtion to prevent a fufpfy : for thii 
ptopofe, I havie ordered tfll the cattle and fheep tb be dtawri 
from the low groundsr afid farms within theh- reach. A de- 
tachment from general Thomas's camp, ott WfedrteWay rfight, 
went over to Long-Ifland, and brotight from thence twenty 
cattle and a number of fcecp, with abotit fiftceil laborers 
who had been put on by a Mr. Ray Th€»nas, to cut the P»y, 
. tec. Bf ibme acddeai they oenined burnbig die hay, and 
f etutned the next day at rtoon vo coinpleir it v i^ich they 
tSk&ti^ amidft the firing tof the Adppingi widi die lofs of 
<»ne man UUed and' another wounded. 

Laft evening alfo a party of the Conocflacut^mcJn flroHed 
down oa the marfh at Roxbury, and fired upon af centry^ 
which cfrew on a heavy fire from the enemy's lines and 
floating batteries, bi^ attended wkh no odser efFe£k thofi- the 
lofs of one kiSed by a {hot from the- enemy's Hnesi. In tbef 
mean time, we are, cai both fides,^ continuing our works*: 
hut there has been no odier movetnent than what I have noM 
ticed above. I fhall endeavor to give a> regubr and partis 
pular account of all tranfaAions, as they occur, which you 
will pleafe to lay before the honorable Congrefs. I have the 
honor to b^ ^Cf G. W. 



SINCE r SA myfelf the honor of addreffing you thd 
fourteenth inftant, I have received' advice ftttti govern^ 

Trumbull,, 
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TrBAbuU, tha^ tbe affirmbly of Come^cut had roui, zmi 
thftC ^y are now nifrngy t^ regiments of feren .Iluiuipdl 
men each, in coniequtncc of a» ap^adon frooi tte jkrk 
Tincial Congrffe of Maffitcholetts-Baj. Tbe Rhod^-Iflafti 
Btkmbty has alia made a» augmeotatioa fbf this pnrpoim 
Thefe reiaforcefnents, with the r^emen. who are dailj es^ 
pededy and Inch recruics as may come in to fill up the vegb^ 
ments here, wiU^ I appFehend, compofe an army fiificiend^ 
firong to oppofe any force which may be brouj^ againft^ Hi 
at prefent. I am very fenfible^&at tbe heavy expcnfay oe^' 
ceffiH'tly attiendant upon this campaign^ will call for dM nfr 
moil frngality and care, and would dierefore, if poftU^ 
avoid enlifting one unneceflarj man. As this is die Mk 
certain account of the deftinatioa of tbefe new-raifcd tsoof% 
I thought proper to communicate my fcntimenti as 'tsaipf, 
as poifible, left the Congrefe ihoi^d a& i^on my letter of Alt 
tenth» and raife troops' in the foudiem colonies/ "vrikich, ist 
my present judgment, msy be cKfpenfed witlu 

For tf^fe eight days paft» there have been no m^vmieoil 
m eittor camp, of any conCequence. On oar fide, w$ bavt 
eontimied the works without any interanfion ; and dMy ari 
now fo far advanced as to leave us litde to apprehend Mi Awl 
fcore. On the fide of the enemy, they have alfo been very 
indbftrious in finiibing dieir lines^ bod^ o» Bunker^s^hiU anA 
Roxbury-neeki. In this intetval alfo, their transom hav« 
arrived from New- York ; and th^y have been employ^ 19 
Ending and ftationing their men. I have been able toi eot^ 
k€t no ceitain account of the Hcrmbers arrived: btit dieiii* 
cfofed letter, wrote (diough not figned) by Mr. Sheriff Lee» 
and delivered me by captain Dsrby (who went expfx& with 
an account of tbe Lexington badfe) will enable us to htm m 
pretty accurate judgment. Tfceincrealr of teots wi meir 
in the town of Bofton is Vtsry obvious : bnf all my octomiVt 
from thence agree that there is:a great toortelity, occafioned^ 
by the want of vcgetaHer and frefli meat'; a«d dutf their 
Japft in the late battle at Chorteftow© (from d>e few recoveries 

of 
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of tbcir wounded) is greater thao.at iirll fuppofcd. •The 
condition of the inhabitants detained in^ Boflon is very dif- 
treffing^ they are jequally deftitwte,of the comfort of frefij 
^ovHions*, and many of them. are fa reduced in their cir- 
comftancet, as to be unable to fjapply theoifelves with fait. 
St«cH fifh as the foldiery leave . h their principal fupport. 
^Addcd^ to all thi«^ fuch fufpicioi> and jealoufy prevails, that 
. Aey can fcarcely fpeak, or even look, without cxpofing 
. tbemielves to fome fpecies of military execution. 

.1 have not been able, from any intelligence I have recei\r- 
cd, to form any certain judgmem of 4he future operations of 
the enemy* . Sometimes I have fufpcft^d an intention of dc* 
Inching a part of their army to fome part of the coaft, as 
thfj have been buiWing a number of flat-bottomed boats, ca-» 
fgbk of holding two hundred men each. But, from their 
yrprkfy and the language held at Boflon, there is reafon to 
^nk tbey expert the attack from us, and are principally en- 
gaged in preparing themfelves againft it. I have ordered al) 
tfi^whale^boat^ along the coaft to be colledied: and fome 
^ them arc cmjdoyed every night to watch the motions of 
|be enemy by water, fo as to guard as much as poiUble. 
•gainft any furprife. * * * 

- Next to the more immediate and preffing duties of piitting 
our lines in as fecure a ft^te. as pof&ble, attending to the 
fW>vcment5 of the enemy, and gaining intelligence,— my 
gieal concern, is to eftablifli order, regularity, and difcipline, 
i^khout whijch, our nUmhers would embarrafs us^ and, in 
cafe of aftion, gpppral confufion muft infallibly enfue. In 
ordet to this, I prppofe to divide the army iuto three divi*, 
fi^t^ : — fit ..the hea4 of eaqh, will be a general oflScer ;— . 
tjti^fe. diyinons:to b^^ again fubdivided into brigades, un- 
dpr their r^fp^^ve; brigadiers.^ But the difficulty arifing 
^KMaat^ ari;an£enf)eat.of the geneial officers, and waiting the 
jfordier procee4ingf <C)^;the Coiigrefs on this fubjcd, has much 
j^ftC^ed my progrefe^n tlu$^nfioll i^ecclTary wqrk.. I fhouli 
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'fee very happy to receive -their final coramands, as any deter- 
mination would enable me to proceed in my plan. ♦ * <>^/ 
In addition to ^le offiocfi^s mentioned in mine of the t^h 
ifltftanty r would iiumMy propofe that fotne provifiott ftkbukl 
4)C made for a jiodge-advocate, and provoft^-marflial. The 
neceffity bf the *^ft ^pjidintmeiit was fo grtat, that I W& 
obligeii to' nominate a 'Mr. Tudor, who Was well recon^ 
mended to me, and now executes the office under anexpeC- 
tatioii of receiving <:aptain*s pay-^-an allowance (in my 
opinion) fcarcely adequate to the fervice, ift new-raifed 
troops, where there are court-martials every day. Howevef, 
afi tliat is the proportion in the regular army, and he is coo- 
teii^, there will be no ncceflity of an addition. 
• I muft alfo rertew my requeft as* to money, and the ap- 
pointment of st paymafter. I have forbore u rging matters of 
this nature, from my knowledge of the many impoitant^diii- 
^Derns" which engage the attention of the' Congrcfe :• bul-as I 
•find my difficiulties thidcen every day, I make rlo doubt, fuit- 
abte'i^grfrd will belaid to^a necefflty of thii-kind. The 
incbhvfcttiencc of. bon*owing fuch fums as are ccrtiftantly tc- 
qtiilitfennfft be too plain for me to enlarge upon, and i^ k 
^ii;uatioa from which 1 (hould be very happy to be relieved. 

Upon the experience I have had, and the beft confidera- 
ttoa of the appointment of the feveral offices of commiffary- 
gcaeral, mufter-mafter general, quarter-mafter-gcneral, pay^ 
Ipafter-^neral, and commiiTary of artillery, I am clearly ^f 
Of»mon that they not oijly conduce to ordery difpatch, and 
difcipline, but that it is a meafurc of economy. The delay, 
the wafte^ and unpuniihable negled): of doty, arifing from 
thefe offices being in commifiion in feveral hands, evidently 
flxevf that thd puWic expenfe muft be finally enhanced, t 
have experienced the tvrant of thefe officers; in completing 
the returns of men, ammunition, and ftores. The latter ara 
yet imperfedl, from the number of hands in which they ard 
difperfed. I h^ve inclofed the laft weekly return, which is 
moTG -accurate than th^ former; and ilDpe in ^ little tim« 
, 8 we 
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we (ball be perfe£Uy regtilar in thi& as well as leveral otbc^ 
sioceffary branckes of duty. 

I ha? p made ioquiry into the cftabKfliment of Ac hoi^al, 
:and find it in a veiy imfettled conditioii* There is no {>rin- 
<ipal diredor* nor any fnbordination amoog the {urgeoi^ 
^ coofequence^ difpi^es and contention have arifeOt ao^ 
mvA continue until it is reduced to fome fyftem* | could 
wiih it wad immediately taken into coniideration, as the 
jives and heakh of both officers and men fo much depend 
vi^on a due regulation of this departijaent* I have been part- 
icularly attentive to the leaft fymptoms of the imall pox; 
and hitherto we have been fo fortunate as to have every per- 
fon removed fo foon, as not only to prevent any commttnicar 
tion» but any alaim or apprehenficna it might give, in the 
camp. We ^U continue the utmoft vigilai>ce ag/doik ihi^ 
»u>ft daJBigerous enemy. 

In an army properly organifed, there are. fundry officii 
of an inferior kind, fuch as waggon-mafter, mafter-carpe% 
ter, &c : but I doubt wliether my powers are futicieody 
exteniive for fuch appointments. If it is thought proper W 
lepofe fuch a truft m me, I fhall be governed, in the dif^ 
charge of it» by a ftrift regard to economy and the ^ibltc 'mr 
tereft* 

My inftruAions from the honorable Congrefs ik^cGi tfait 
no trocqis are to be difbanded without their exprefs diftfUmi 
tior to be recmited to more than double the number of i^ 
fcnemy* Upon this fubjef): t beg leave to reprdent^ that, im« 
USs die regiments in diis province are more fuccefsful in re<* 
crmting than I have reafon to expefU a redu&ion of fomtf 
of them will be highly neccd^ry^ as the pvkiic is pttt to the 
1^h(At esq^enfe of an eftablifhrnent of officers, vi^hile jhe rent 
ftrex^h of the regiment (whidi confifts in the rank and file) 
is defe£kive. /In cafe of fuch a reduction, doubdeis fcHne of 
fbt privates and aU die oftcerS would tetutn home: but 
many of the former would go into the remaining regiments ^ 
aad^ having had fome experif nce^ would fill them up with 

tifeful 
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nfefiil men. I fo plainly perceive the cxpenfe of this campaign 
VfUl exceed any, calculation faidieito made, that I am partU 
CHlariy anxious to ftrike off every unneccflary charge. You 
will ther^lbre, fir, be pleafad to favor me with cxplickSr* 
K^ions from the Congrefs^ on the mode of dus redudion 
(ff it fiiall appear neceflary) that no time may be loft when 
fuch neceffity appears. 

Yefterday we had an account that tKe Itgh^houfe was on 
fo% t-^by whom, and under what orders, I have not yei 
learned : but we have reafon to believe it has been done bif 
©fwr irregulars, 

Vou will ple^e to prefent me to the Con^efs, widi lim 
HHndft duty and rcfpt^ ; and belfeve me to ba^ &c. G. W^ 

P. S. Captain t)arby*s ftay in England was fo fhort, that 
he brings no other information than what the inclofed letter, 
and the news-papers which will accompany this; contain. 
Qeneral Gage's difpatches had not anived; and the mi- 
mftry affedted to difbelieve the whole account, treating it as 2L 
fiSion, or, at moft, an affair of little ^opfequence.;— -The fall 
of ftock$ was very inconfiderable. 



^iL. 



SINCE cl^fing the letters which accompany this, \ 
hiive rec^ved an account of the deftruclion of the lights 
hcMlfe; a copy of which I have the h^nor to inclofe,-*-an^ 
of again affuiin^ you tfiat I am* with great rcfpeA, &c. 

'^ G.Vf. 

1^. S. I have alio r^eivtd a more authentic account Qf thei. 
V)ft of the enemy in the la(e battU, than any yet received^ 
Dr. WinOiipy who lodged in the fame houfe with an officer 
of the marines, aiTure^ me they had exactly one thoufand and 
forty* three killed and wounded,-^f vi^hom thrive hundred 
kXi on the field, or died within a few hottrs# Man/ of the 
wound^ are fince dead« 

Silt, 
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Sir, Camp a{ Cambridge, July* 2'jy XJJI ^4 

T .NOTHING anaterial has occurred in either camp^ 
fidCB J had the honor of addrefling you pri the twenty-fitftjn^ 
ftartr by exprcfs : but on tuefday> three men-of-war and nine 
ttajiiportS: failed..out.ofBofton harbor, and flood a jco^rfer 
about E. S. E. . . : 

. One Grov€«, who came out of Bofton the fame eveniftg, 
informed the officer at one of the put-pofts, that the tranfport^ 
llajd on board fix hundred men,, and were bound to Block-t 
Ifland, FiiherVIfland, and Long-lfland, to plunder thep^ 
and bring off what' cattle they may find. The fellow rettirn^ 
ed again into Bofton under fuch fufpiclous ciicuniftancei^ 
that it has led me to doubt the truth of his intelligence. 
. A defjsrter, who canicjin afterwards, informs me that It 
was given out in their c?^mp, that^hey were either gone for 
Indians, or frefli provifions ; aijd that each tranfport liad buC 
twoity men on board. Upoyi.this intelligence^ I immediately 
wrote to governor. Cooke. of Rhode-Ifland, and to general 
Woofter, that they might take proper precautions for re- 
moving the cattle off thofe iflands and the cdafts, and to pre-« 
vent any furj^rife. As we are confirmed, by every account^ 
in the fcarcity of fr^ih provifions in the enemy's camp, and 
particularly by this deferter, it is very probable this vOy^e 
may be only intended for a fupply ; but ai it may poffibly be 
ctherwifc, I thought it beft»to tranfmit the intelligence to thd 
honorable Congrefs, that they may forward it to the fouth-^ 
ward, or take futh other fteps as they may judge proper- 

Since writing the above, three more deferteis have come 
cfet,— ^which makes four in twenty-four hours. Their ac* 
<6ums correfpond with thofe of the firft who came out, and 
which I hctve rebtcd above. | have the honor to be, &c. 

: /• '^ ' ' G. Ww 
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Sir, Can^ a$ Camiridge, Jug. 4, I775* 

I A M to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 
twenty-fourth July, accompanied by two hundred and eighty-^ 
, fcur commifSoiis, which are yet much fhort of the necef- 
Girf^wSKbbeT. I am much honored by the confidence re-i> 
pofed in me, of appointing the feveral officers recommended 
in mine of the tenth ultimo ; and fhall endeavor to fele£l 
fuch perfons as are beil qualified to fill thefe important 
pofts. * *• * ^1^ 

In the renewal of thefe commiffions, fome difficulties occur, 
in which I ftiould be glad to know the pleafure of the ho* 
Borable Congrefs. The general officers of the Maffachu- 
fetts have regiments j thofe of Conneflicut have both regi-^ 
ments and companies ; and the other field officers have com-* 
panics each. From Rhode-lfland, the general officer has no 
regiment, but the field officers have companies : but I do not 
find that they have qr exped pay under more than c«i« Com* 
jniffion. Should the commjffions, now to be delivered, pur- 
fue thefe difiPerent eflablifhments, there will be a,diftin£tioii 
between general and fi^ld officers of the fame rank. In or- 
der to put New-Hampfbire, Maffachufetts, and Rhode-Ifland^ 
v^n a line with Coifne£Ucut, it would be ncceflary to dif- 
nufs a number of officers in poffeffion of commiffions^ with- 
out any fault of theirs. On the other hand, to bring the 
ConneSicut generals and field officers to the fame fcale with 
the others, will add to the number of officers, and may be 
deemed inconfiflent with the terms on which they entered 
into the fervice, although you Add nothing to the expf nfe> 
except in thfe article of provifions. Upon the whole, it is a 
^ttfe which T would wiih the honorable Congrefs to confider 
and determinew 

r Colonel Gfidley of this province, ^ho is at the head o£ 

Jr Ae artillery, has the rank of major-general from the provin**. 

cial Congrefs. Will it be proper to renew his commiffion 

bcipe in the fame manner ?— It is proper here to remark, that. 

Vol. I. C in 
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m this c^e, he will take rank of all the brigadters-generalf 
and even the majors-general, whofe commiffions are fubfeqoent 
ia date : and iia$ can. altiwer ao good purpofc, but may be 
prodiifiive of many bad confluences. 

Thefe are matteirs of fome ienportance : but I am embar« 
rafled wit& a difficulty of a fupeiic^ kind. The eftknals» made 
la Congccfe^ fnf^ofed all the regiments to befbrmed upon one 
fftftbliihmtott but ibi^f 3X0 digerent in diffeiait prorinces^ 
Mdi ovctt vacy in iht lame pnovisce, in iknae particulars. In 
Maflachufetts, fome regiments have ten companies, ottiers 
^kroa : tk^ ^abUAttnoEK. of the former is foe hnndrod and 
nioetiy vtmnf. officers inQliided ;•— of tike lattes^fix hundftsdand 
fbrty*9ine. Th^^ ^aUi&moit of Rhodc-Mand and IStwm 
Hsimp&ire i» five lumdted and ninety to a negimem, officers 
ioGli)ded>^Qi»»e<Sd!fUt ha» a>tfiou£uid. men to a rq;imenk 
Sbould Ao Mafl^hAtfetts regiments, he completed, widi the 
pBW levies: front Ehode-^Ifland and Gonnedioi^ and die ri« 
fleoMVH tiie oumberi wtU exceed twenty^two thoufand If 
tfai^y fjkotdduot be oompletad^-— «a each cegimfint is fully of- 
ficerody there will, he % heavy cxpeaiib ts the public, without 
an adequate fecvice* The redudion.af ibme.of them feems 
tp be nflcofl^y) and yet. h a^. fkiatcer o£ mudr delicacy, as 
vic afe fituated; I moib earndUy £e£|;ueft it. may be taken 
into ioHBediate ccmiidcntdont andi the. dmo and: mode q€ 
doing it poii^ed out by the honorable. Congrefs.. Ey an efti« 
aiioe Ibavemade from die, general return,— ^hen the new 
kviesv arrive) and the regiments are completed,, there will be 
tsvventy-four thouiknd.four hundred and>fifty men pn the pay 
and pro^ifion of die United Colonies. Some of the lecruit^- 
lag officers, who have been out on ^at ferv^ have return-- 
ed with very little fuccefs ; fo that we may fafely ccmclude^ 
the number of t^o thoufand and fixty-four, now wanting' tt> 
comfdete, \will r^icr increafe that diminifh* There are die 
regiment of artillery, conftfting of four hundred and niHety- 
direemen, and one under colonel Sergeant (who has not re- 
ceived any commiffion, aldiough he had orders to raife a re-* 

^imea^ 
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giment, from the provincial Congrefs here) Vvhich are not 
included in the above eftimate. This laft regiment confifts 
of two hundred and thirty-four men by the laft return ; but 
a company has iince joined. 

By adverting to the general return, which I have the honor 
of inclofing (N® i), it will be feen, what regiments are moft 
deficient. 

If the Congrefe does not chufe to point out the particular 
regiments, but the provinces in which the redu£Hon is to be 
made, the feveral Congreffes and Affemblies may be the 
proper channel to conducSl this bufinefs, which I would alfo 
conceive the moft advifable, from their better acquaintance 
•with the ments, terms, and time of fervice, of the refpedlive 
officers. Reducing fome regiments, and, with the privates 
thereof, filling lip others, would certainly be the beft method 
of accompliihing this work if it were prafticaWc : but the ex- 
periment is dangerous, as the Maffachufetts-raen, under the 
privilege of chufing their own oflBcers, do not conceive 
themfelves bound,, if thofe ofiicers are dift>anded. 

As general Gage is making preparations for winter by 
contrafting'for quantities of coal, it will fuggeft to us the 
propriety of extending our views to that fcafon. I have di- 
Te6ted that fuch huts as have been lately made of boards 
ihould be done in fuch a manner, that, if neceflary, they 
may ferve for covering during the winter. But I need not 
enlarge upon the variety of necefEties, fuch as clothing, 
fuel, &c, (both exceedin^y fcarce, and difficult to be pro- 
cured) which that feafon muft bring with it, if the army or 
any confiderable part of it is to remain embodied. 

From the inadlivity of the enemy fince the arrival of their 
whole reinforcement, — their continual addition to their lines, 
—and many other circumftances, — I am inclined to think, 
that, finding tis fo well prepared to receive them, the plan of 
operations is varied, and they mean, by regular approaches, 
to bofnbard us out of our prefent line of defence, or are 
waitlifg in expectation that the colonies muft fink under the 
' C 2 weight 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



l^^i^. 



jto GENERAL WASHINGTON'S ^ 

weight of the cxpenfe, or the profpeft of a winter campaign 
fo difcourage our troopj, as to break up our army^ If they 
have not fome fuch expe6tations, the iffue of which they are 
determined to wait, I cannot account for the delay, when 
their ftrength is leflened every day by ficknefs, deferti©ns, and 
little fkirmiflies. 

Of thefe laft we have had only two worthy of notice. 
Having fome reafon to fufpeft they were extending their 
lines at Charleftown, I, laft faturday evening, ordered fome 
of the riflemen down, to make a difcovery, or bring off a 
prifoner. They were accidentally difcovered fooner than 
they expciSled, by the guard coming to relieve, and obliged 
to fire upon them. We have reafon to believe they killt 
cd feveral. They brought in two prifoners, whofe ac-, 
count (confirmed by fome other circumftances) renaoved my 
fufpicions in part. Since that time, we have, on each fide, 
drawn in our centries, and there have been fcattering fires 
along the line. This evening we have heard of three cap- 
tains who have been taken off by the riflemen, and one kilU 
ed by a cannon-ftiot from Roxbury,. befides feveral privates : 
but as tlie intelligence is not diredl, I only mention it as a 
repojt which deferves credit. — 'The other happened at the 
light-houfe. A number of workmen having been fent down 
to repair it, with a guard of twenty-two marines and a fub- 
altern, — major Tupper, laft mpnday morning, about two 
o'clock, landed there with about three hundred men, attacked 
tliem, JtiUed thq ofiEcer and four privates ; but being detained 
by the tide, in his return he wks attacked by feveral boats ; but 
he happily got through, with the lofs of one man killed, and . 
another wounded. The remainder of the minifterial troops 
(three of whom are badly wounded) be brought off prifoners, 
\yith ten tories, all of whom are on their way to Springfield- 
jail., The riflemen, in thefe fl?.irmi(hes, loft one man, who 
(wc hear) is a prifoner in Bofton-jail. The enemy, in re^ 
turn, endeavored to furprife our guard at Roxbury : but 
they, being apprifed of it by a deferter, had time to prepare 
for it : but by fome negligence or mifcondu6l in the officer 
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•oflflie guard, they burned the Gieorge tavern on the neck; 
and have every day fince been cannonading us from their 
Uhes, both Jtt Roxbuiy and Charleftown, but witk no other 
effeffc dian th<* lofs of two men. On our part, except ftrag- 
gfing fires from the fmall afms about the lines, which wfe 
endeavor to reftrain, we have *made little cwr no return. 

Our fituation, in the article of powder, is much more 
alarming than J had the moft diftant idea: of. Having de;. 
fired a return td bemade out (on my arnval) of the ammu- 
nition, I found diree hundred and three barrels and a half of 
powder mentioned- as in the ftore : but on ordering a new 
Jbpply of cartri^s y^fterday, I was informed, to my very 
great aftoniihment, that there was no. more than thirty-fix 
barrels oiF the Maffachufetts ftore, which, with the ftock of 
'Ehode-Iiland, New-Hampfhire, and Connefticut, makes 
nine thoufand nine hundred and thirty-feven pounds,— not 
tnore than nine rounds a man. As there had been no con-^ 
fomption of powder fince, that could in any degree account 
for fuch a deficiency, I was very particular in my inquiries, 
and found that the committee of fupplies, not being fuffi* 
eiently acquainted with the nature of a return, or mifappre- 
^lending my requeft, fent in an account of all the ammu-* 
fiitioD which had been coUecfted by the province ; fo that th« 
report included not only what was in hand, but what bad 
been fpent. 

Upon difcovering this miftake, I immediately went up to 
confer with the fpeaker of the houfe of reprcfentatives, upon 
fome mcafures to obtain a fupply from the neighboring 
^vvnihips, in fuch a manner as might prevent our poverty 
being known; as it is a fecret of too great confequence to 
be divulged in the general court, fome individual of which 
might perhaps indifcreetly fuffer it to efcape bin?, fo as to 
find its way to the enemy,— the confequences of which are 
terrible even in idea. I Ihall alfo write to the governors of 
Rhode-Ifland and Conne<aicut, and the committee of fafety 
in New-Hampfhire, on this {vhjtSt^ urging, in the moft 

C 3 forcible 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



%z GENEHAt \yASHINGTON'S 

forcible tenns, the neceiOity of an immediate fupply, if la 
their power. I need not enlarge on our melancholy fi^ua- 
lion: it is fufficient that the exiftence of the array and ^9 
falvation of the country depends upon (ome<bing feeing don^ 
for Qiir reliefs hoth fpeedy and e^e^ual, and that our Unfai- 
tion be kept a profoifnd i^ret* 

In the inclof|xres» N^ 2 and 39 I fend the allowancei of 
provifibns, &c, made by the provinces of ^pnne<aicut and 
Maflachufetts. ITie mode and quantity are djiFerent froni 
ivhat has fallen within my experiences and». I am congdent, 
rauft prove very waftcf ul and expenfivc. Jf any alteration 
can be fafely made (which I much douht}» thew might \fq 
a great faving to the public. ^ 

A gentleman of. my femily, alEfted by a deferter who ba$^ 
fome (kill in fortification, has, by my direfljon, ft:etched ou^ 
two draughts of our refpei^ive lines at Charleftowo and 
Roxbury, which, with thi explanations^ will convey {pmt^ 
idea of our fituation, and, I hope> prove aopeptable ta th^ 
members ' of the honorable Congrefs. They are the inclo* 
fures, N° 4 and 5. 

Since I had the honor of addreffing you laft, I have been 
applied to, by a committee of the general court, for a dctach-t 
Hicnt of the army, to prote6l the inhabitants of the eaflem 
^arts of this province from fome apprehended depredations, 
on their coafts. I could have wiflied to have complied with 
their requeft : but, after diie confideration, and.confulting the 
general oflScers, together with thofe members of CongreC* 
who are here, I thought it my duty to excufe myfelf. The 
application and my anfwer are the incbfures, N° 6 and 7, 
which I hope will be approved by the honorable Congrefs. 

Since I began this letter, the original (of which the inclo« 
fiire N" 8 is a copy) fell into my hands, As the writer is a 
perfon of fome note in Boflon, and it contains fome advices 
of importance not mentioned by others, I thought proper to 
forward it as I received it. By comparing the hand»writing 
with another letter, it appears the writer is one Belcher 

Noycs, 
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Nx^yts, a pcrfon prob^y known to fome of (be goododieii^ 
delegates from dits [H-otiuce, who cao deteitrtioe from bii 
f rincipks and character, what credit il due to him. 

Tbe army k nctw formed into three grand diviikms, ungear 
die command of die genends Ward, Lee» auid Pottlam;'-'**^ 
eadi divifioQ jato^two brigades, confiftiHg of about fix r^gt*" 
n^nts each, commanded by general* Thomas and Spencer at 
Rootbnry,-— Heath at Cambridgei-*--SiiUilran add Giceii& at 
Winter-hilL By this, yoa wiU pleafe to oUerve, tbert m a 
.defideiky of one brigadier-general (occafiooed by Mr« Pom«- 
jeaf^ not admg under his commiffion) which I beg may be 
filled «^ as foon as poflible. I obferve the honorable Coti** 
grels have alfo favored me with tbe appointn^eiit of dire^ 
tir%2ide'4&ajora. I prefume they have or intend to apj>Gint 
die reft foon, as they cannot be iuiacc|ttaimed that one is neeef-* 
laory to each brigade ; and, in a neW-raafiKL arrmy, it will b^ 
an office of great duty and {ervice* 

Genend Gage has at length liberatiect the people of Bofton* 
who land in nim^ers at CheUIsa every day. Th»term»ofll 
which the paflfes are granted^ as to money, dSo&s^ and^prd- 
Vi£ons» correfpond with Mr. Noyes^s letter. 

Wehavefeveral reports da^ gea^Pal^Gage isdifmanding 
GaiUet-William, and. bringing all thie carnion- up to towns 
but^ i^n a. very particular ia(]uhry,< adcounls are fo vs^ious; 
that I cannot sfi^rtaia the truth of it. * * * 

On thefirft inftant, a chief of the Caghnewaga tribe,rwh€f 
lives aboutj fix miles fi'ont Montreal, came' in' here, accom- 
panied by a colonel: Bayky of Cohofs, His accounts of tho^ 
temper and difpofition of the Indians are very favorable., 
He fays they have been ftrongly folicitedby governor Carleton* 
to engage againft us; but his nation is totally averfe ; — that 
Areats, as well as eitfreatjes, have been ufed without efFe£l ;— •. 
tiiat the Canadians are well-difpofcd to tlic Engjifli colonies ; 
and, if any expedition is meditated againft Canada, the Indiims* 
in diat quarter will give all their afllftance. I have endeavored-- 
to cherifhthefe favorable diipofitions, and have jecommended 
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to him to cultivate them on his return. What I have fai(J, 
I enforced with a prefent, which I underftood would be 
a^eeable to him : and as he is reprefented to be a man of i 
weight and confequence in his own tribe, I flatter myfelf his 
vifit will have a good eifc<9:. His accounts of general Carle- 
ton's force and fituation at St, John's comefpbnd with what 
we have already had from that quarter. 

TTic acceffion of Georgia to the meafures of the Congrefs 
IS a happy event, and muft give a fincere pleafure to every 
friend of America. 

jfugu/l 5.— — We have accounts this morning of two ex^ 
plofions at the caftle; fo that its deftrudlion may now be 
fuppofed certain. 

I have this morning been alarmed with an information 
that two gentlemen from Philadelphia (Mr. Hitchbourn ^nd 
captain White), with letters for general Lee and myfeUi 
have been taken by captain Ayfoough at Rhode-Ifland, the. 
letters intercepted and fent forward to Bofton, — with the 
bearers, as prifoners ; that the captain exulted much in the 
difcoveries he had made : and my informer (who was alfo 
in the boat, but releafcd) underftood them to be letters of 
.confequence. I ^lave therefore difpatchcd the expreis imme- 
diately back, though I had before refolved to 'detain him tiH 
Fefienden's return. I fhall be anxious till 1 am relieved 
from die fufpenfe I am in, as to the contents df thole 
k)itcrs. 

It is exceedingly unfortunate that gentlemen ihould chufe 
to travel the only road on which there is danger. Let the 
event of this be what it will, I hope it will ferve as a general 
caution againft trufting any letters that way in future. 

Nothing^ of confequence has occurrefl in camp thefe two 
days. — ^The inhabitants of Bofton continue coming out at 
Chelfea, but under a new reftricflion, that no men ftiall come 
out without fpecial licence, which is refufed to all mechanics, 
fince the tory laborers were taken at the light-houfe. I have 
the honor to^be, &c. G. W. 
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I 

[Tk^ foUcwing Utter bears no date^ but appears to hc.x^ 
been written on or <fbput t/^e fwef^fy-JiJitA of ^gu/i^ 

THE inclofed letter came under fuch ^ diredlion and 
circumftances, as led me to fuppofe it contained fome inter- 
cfting advices, eithci* refpeding a fupply of powder, or the 
clothing lately taken at Philadelphia. I therefore took the 
liberty of breaking the feal, for which I hope the fcrvicc and 
my motives will apologife. 

. As the filling np the place of vacant brigadier-fgeneral will 
probably be of the firft bufinefs of the honorable Congrcfs, I 
flatter myfelf it will not be deemed affuihing, to mcn(;ion the 
liames of two gentlemen, whofe former fervices, rank and 
age, may be thought worthy of attention on tliis occafioiu 
The former is colonel John Armftrong, of Pennfylvania : 
he ferved during the laft war, in moft of the campaigns to 
the fouthward ; was honored with the command of the Penn- 
fylvania forces, and his; general military condu£l and fpirit 
much approved by all who ferved with himj befides wliich, 
his chara£ler was diftinguiflied by an enterprife againft the 
Jndians, which he planned with great judgment, and executed 
with equal courage and fuccefs. It was not till lately that 
I had reafon to believe he would enter again on public for- 
vice ; and it is now wholly unfolicited and unknown on his 
part. The other gentleman is colonel Fry, of Maflachufetts- 
Bay. He entered into the fervice as early as 1745, and rofe 
through the different military ranks, in the fucceeding wars, 
tp that of colonel, until laft June, when he was appointed a 
major-general by the Congrefs of this province. From thefe 
circumftances, together with the favorable report made to me 
ef him, I prcfume he fuftained the charadter of a gpod of- 
ficer, though I do not find it diftinguiihed by any peculiar 
fcrvicc. 

EiihGC 
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Either of thefe gentlemen, or any other whom the honor- 
able Congrefs^ (hall pleafe to favor with ikis appointment, 
will be received by me with the utmoft deference and re- 
fpe6l. 

The late adjournment having made it impracticable to 
know the pleafure of the Congreft a$ to the appointm^it of 
brigade-majors, beyond the number of three which they 
were pleafed to leave to me,— andthcfervicenot admitting oS 
farther delay, — I have continued the other three ; which 1 
hope their honors will not difapprove. Thefe latter were u- 
commended by the refpe£live corps to which tfaey beloi^» 
as the propereft perfons for thcfe o^ces until farther dtr^c-i 
tion, and have difcharged the duty ever fince. They are 
the majors Box, Scammel, and Samuel Brewer. 

Lad faturday night we took po^Beffion of a hill confLder* 
ably advanced beyond our former lines ; which brought on 
a very heavy cannonade from Bunker's hill, and aft^wards 
a bombardment, which haa been fince kept up widi little 
fpirit on their part, or damage on ours. The work having 
been continued ever ilnce, is now fo advaiKcd, and the mea 
lb well covered, as to leave us under no appr^nfions 06 
niuch farther lofs. In this affair, w^ had killed — one adyu?- 
tant, one volunteer, and two privates. The fcarcity of am* 
munition does not admit of our availing ourfelves of the fitua- 
tion, as we otherwife noaght do : but this evil, I hope, will 
ibon be remedied, as I have been informed of the arrlv;^ 
of a large quantity at New- York, fome at New-London, 
and more hourly expefted at different places. I need not 
add to what I havje already faid on this fubjefk. — Our late 
(upply was very feafonable, but far (hort of our neceflities. 

The late adjournment of the honorable Con^refs having 
been made before my letter of the fourteenth inflant was re«* 
ceived, I muft riow beg leave to recall their attention to thofe^ 
parts of it which refpe£t the provifion for the winter, the re- 
dudlion of the troops, the double commiffions under different 
eftablifl^irients, and colonel Gridley's appointment of major- 
general i 
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g:]!^; In aU ^vhich, I bppe to be honored with their com^ 
^^d$ as foon as po^bl^« 

. T|)e a(|v9cate-gpneral l^as fcnt me a memorial refpe^ing 
^ fervicc^ which I have tl^e hqnpr to inplofe (N° i) : anc^ 
from t^ variety and upult^city of dvty in a new vmy, a^ 
well as his regular fervice and attendance, I am induced to 
recommend him to the farther notice of the honorable Con- 
grefe. 

The treatment of our oflScers, prifoners at Bofton, induced 
me to write to general Gage on that fubje6^. His anfwer 
and my reply I have the honor to lay before the Congrefs, ia 
&e intlofures W 2, 3, 4 ; fmce which I have beard nothing 
from i^im. / 

X remaio, with tjbe greateft refpedl and regard, &c» G. W» 



7i tii Hmiorable P£T£R Vanbrugh J^^tvikjoston, Efq^ 
Prejident of ihe.Pr^vincial Cottuention^ New^York^ 

Sir, Camp at Cambridgiy Augufty 30, 1775. 

* * * Mr. Livingfton and fome other gentlemen 
from your city brought us the acceptable news of the fafe 
arrival of a large quantity of powder, and five hundred (land 
of arms. Our fituation is fuch as requires your immediate 
affiftance and fupply in that article. We have lately takei\ 
pofleffion of a hill confiderably advanced towards the enemy 1^ 
but our poverty prevents our availing ourfelves of any advan-, 
lage of fituation. I muft therefore moft earneftly entreat 
diat meafures may be taken to forward to this camp, in th^ 
jnoft fafe and es^peditious manner, whatever ammunition can 
be fpared from the immediate and neceffiry defence of cHq 
province. The value of vtrhatever may be fern in confe* 
quence of this requeft will be paid by, order from hencQ 
when delivered, or negotiated with the honorable continental 
Congrefs at Philadelphia, as may be agreed with the propric-. 
tors. I only requeft that no time may be loft through any 
2 fuch 
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fach difficulties, as our fltuation is fo critical, and the e^ 
gence fo great. The mode of conveyance I muft leave with 
flie provincial Conjgrefs, or the committee of the city. I 
doubt not they will take every precaution to make it fafc and 
expeditious.— I have the honor to4)e^ &c,, O- W, 



S^R, . Camp atCambridgCf Sept. 7, 17751 

I .DO jnyfelf the honor of addreffifig you in confear 
quence of an application from the commiilary-gei^eraK who 
k, by my dire<SUon, taking all proper preoautioos onthe;ap-* 
proach of winter. 1 defireJ him to commit to writing ftich 
lirjC>pofals. as his experience and knowledge of the jcomitry 
might entitle him to make ; which he has done in th^ paper 
which I have the honor to inclofe. The difficulty of pro-» 
curing a'fufficient quantity of fait, which I obje^ed to himr 
lie has fully obviated, by afluring me diat there is fp much 
now adlually in ftore, in this and the neighboring towns, as 
^iU remove all poffibility of a difappoihtment. 
, I propofe to do rpyfejf the honor of wKting, in a few day^, 
fpUy 3fid particularly on feveral heads, to wl^ch I muft n^yf 
rpfcr. In the ijipan time, I have only to inform the honor- 
able Congrefs, that I have received ^ fmall fupply of fevea 
tlioufand pounds of powder this weel^ fforo Rhode-Ifland, 
apd in a few days exgedl: f^vep t:ons of lead, and five hun-^ 
dred ftand of arms, a part of the fame importation ; and iq 
requefl that rnore napney may b^ forwarded with all expedi-^ 
tion, the military cheft being nearly exhaufted. 

I am, with the greateft refpe£l, &c. G, W, 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ Sept, 2\i 1775- 

• I'HAVE been in daily cxpe£bition of being favored 

with the commands of ihe honorable Congrefs, on the fub- 

jc6l of my two laft letters. The feafon now advances fo 

faft. 
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£a&y that I cannot any longer defer laying before Aem fuch 
£pther meafures as require their immediate attention, and in 
which I wait their diredion. 

The mode in which the prefent army has been coUeQed 
bas 9ccafioned fome difficulty in procuring the'fubfcription 
of both officers and foldiers to the continental articles of war/ 
Their principal objedlion has been, that it might fubjeft 
thtoi to a longer fervice than that for which they engaged 
under their feveral provincial eftablifhments. It is in vain to 
attempt to reafon away die prejudices of a whole army : 
* * * I have therefore forbore preffing them, as I did not 
experience any fuch inconvenience from their adherence to 
Aeir former rules, as would warrant the rilk of entering into 
a conteft upon it ; more efpecially as the reftraints, neceflary 
for the eAabliftiment of effential difcipline and fubordination, 
inlflifpofed their minds to every change, and mad^ it both 
duty and policy to introduce a« little novelty as. poffible. 
With thp prefent army, I fear fuch a fubfcription is impra*Sli- 
cable : but the difficulty will ceafc with this army. 

The Connedlicut and Rhode-Ifland troops ftand engaged 
tcrthc firft of December only '; and none longer than the firft 
of Jannary. A diflblution of the prefent army therefore will 
take place, unlefs fome early provifion is made againft fuch 
an event Moft of the general officers are of opinion the 
greater part of them may be re-enlifted for the winter, or 
another campaign, w^th the indulgence of a furlough to vifit 
their friends, which may be regulated fo as not to endanger 
the fervice. How far it may be proper to form the new 
arhiy entirdy out of the old, for another campaign, rather 
than from the contingents of the feveral provinces, is a quef- 
tion which involves in it too many confiderations of policy 
and prudence, for me to undertake to decide. It appears to 
be impoffible to draw it from any other fource than the old 
army, for tliis winter ; and, as the pay is ample, I hppe a 
fcifficient number will engage in the feryice for that time at 
leaft. But there are various opinions of the temper of the 
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men on the (ubjeft ; ^ti there ttity be great h^zai^ in idSsf* 
tmg rhe trial lb long. t» 

In the continental eftabliihment, no proyifion has been 
tnade for the pay of artificers, diftin6t from that of thte com- 
mon foldiers; whereas, tmder ttic provincial, fuch as iotxA 
Aeir own tools, were allowed one fhifling per diem advance* 
and particular artifans, more. The pky of the artttery alfo 
now differs from that of the province ; thfe toen haVe Icfsi 
die ofBcers more; and, for fome ranks, no provifion i^ made* 
aa the Congreft will pleafe to obferve by the lift which I 
have the honor to inclofe (N** i). Thefe partlcnlai^, Aough 
feemingly inconfiderable, are the foiirce of much (kmij^laint 
and diflatisfa^on, which I endeavor to compofe in die bed 
Haanner I aln able. 

By the rctiirns of the rifle companies, and that bataUion; 
they af^pear to exceed dieir eftabli(hment very conflderabfy. 
I doubt my authbrity to pay thefe extra men i*ithout the 
diredioh of the Congrefs : but it would be deemed a great 
hardfliip, wholly to rcfiife them, as they have been etitouraged 
to conie. 

The neceffities of die troops having required pay, I direA- 
ed that thbfe of the Maflachufetts ihould receive for one 
month, upon their being muftered, and returning a ptoper 
roll: but a claim was immediately made for pay by lunar 
mondis ; and feveral re^ments have declined taking up thifelf; 
warrants on this account. As diis pra£lice was entirely' new 
to me, though faid to be warranted by former ufagc, here 
the matter now waits the determination of the honorable 
Congrefs. I find, in Connefticut and Rhode-Uland, this 
point was fettled by calendar months: in Maflachufetts, 
though mentioned in the Congrefs, it was left undetermined ; 
which is alfo the cafe of New-Hampfliire. 

The inclofure, N® 2, is a petition from the fubaltems, re- 
{j)e6ling their pay. Where there are only two of thefe in 
a company, I have confidered one as an enfign, and ordered 
him pay as fuch, as in the Conneiaicut forces. I muft beg 

leave 
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kavc to fecommend this petition to the favor of the Congrefs; 
IS lam of opinion the^ allowance ts inadequate to their rank 
tad ferviGe, and is one great fource of that familiarity between 
the<Acers and men, which is fo incompatible with fubordt« 
fialiM and difcipHne. Many valuable officers of thofe ranks, 
filling themfelves unable to fupport the charafler and ap-^ 
peai^ftee of officers, (I am informed) will retire as foon ai 
the ©rift ef fervicc i^ expk'ed, if there is no alteration. 

fof the better regulation of duty, I found it nefceflary to 
fettle the rank of the officers, smd to number the regiments ; 
afid, as 1 had not received the commands of the Congrefs on 
ihc^ fubjeS, and tht exigence of the fervice forbade any far- 
ther delay, the general officers were confidered as having no 
Fegiments^^an alteration, which, I underfland, is notpleafing 
to fome of them, but appeared to me and others to be proper, 
when it was coiifidered, thaf, by this means, the whole army 
is put vifotk one footing, and' all particular attachments dif* 
iblved 

Among many other confiderations which the approach of 
winter will demand, that of clothing appears to be one of. 
the mofl important. So &r as regards the prefervation of the 
army fiiom cold, they may be deemed in a ftate of nakednefs. 
Many of the mew have been without blankets the whole 
oampai^: and thofe, which have been in ufe during the" 
funnner, are fo much worn as to be of little fervice. In- 
order to make a fuitable provifion in thefe articles, and at 
dw fame time to guard the public againft impofilion and* 
expenfe, it feems necefliiry to determine the mode of con-* 
tinuiflg die army : for, fliould thefe troops be clothed under 
their prefent engagement, and, at the expiration of die term 
of fervice, decline renewing it, a fet of unprovided men may 
be fent to fup'ply their places. 

I cannot fuppofe it to be unknown to the honorable Con- 
grefs^ dicat, in all armies^ it is an eftabliflied pra£tice to make 
an allowance to officers, of provifions and forage, propor- 
donate to their rank. As fuch an allowance formed no 
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part of the c6iitinental cftabliftment, I have hitherto forborrf- 
to iffuc the orders for that purpofe : but, as it is a reccivoi 
opinion of fuch niembers of the Congrefs as I have liad an 
opportunity of confulting, a$ Vrdl as throughout the army,* 
that it muft be deemed a matter of courfit and implied in the 
cftabliflimcnt of fhe army, I hav6 direfted the following pro- 
portion of rations, being the fame. allowed in the Americaa 
armies laft war :—— major-general, fifteen ; brigadier-gene- 
nl, twelve; colonel, fixj lieutenaht-colonel, five? major; 
four ; captain^ three ; fuba^ltem, tWo ; ftaff, t^o. 

If thefe (hould not be approved by th6 honorable Congr6f$V 
they Y^l pleafe to fignify their pleafure^ aS t6 the alterationsf 
ihey would have itiade ii\ the whole or in part. 

I am now to inform ih^ honorable Congrefs, that,* encou- 
raged by the repeated declarations of the Canadians and In^ 
dians, and urged by their requefts^ 1 have detached colonel 
Arnold with a thoufand men, to penedrate int6 Canada by 
way of Kennebeck river, and, if pofSble, to m^kehin^felf maf- 
ter of Quebec. By this manoeuvre, I propofed either to divert 
Carleton from St. John's, ^jvhich would leave a free paOage tof 
general Schuyler ;— or, if this did not take effed, Quebec,' 
in its prefent defencelefs ftate, muft fall into his hancJs a^ 
eafy prey* I made all poflible inquiry, as to the diftance, 
the fafety of the route, and the danger of the feafon being toa 
far advanced ; but found nothing in eidier, to deter me from 
proceeding, more efpecially as it met ^ith very general ap- • 
probation from all whom I confuked upon it. But, that 
nothing might be omitted, to enable me to judge of its pro-- 
vpriety and probable confequences, I communicated it by ex- 
prefs to general Schuyler, who approved of it in fuch teims, 
that I refolved to put it in immediate execution. They have now 
left this place feven days ; and, if favored with a good wind,-. 
I hope foon to hear of their b^ing fafe in Kennebeck river. 
For the fatisfadion of the Congrefs, I here inclofe.a copy of 
the propofed route (N° 3}. I alfo do myfelf the honor of 
inclofmg a manifefto, which Icaufed to be printed here, and 
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of which colonel Arnold has taken a fuitaUe number with 
him« This is the inclofuie, N° 4. I have alfo forwarded 
^ copy of his inftruclions (N** 5) j— from all which, I hope 
&c Congrefs will have a clear view of the motives, plan, and 
intended execution of this enterprife, and that I ifaall be 
fo happy as to meet with their approbation in it. 

I was thejnore induced to make this detachment, asitir 
my clear opinion^ from a careful obferVation of the move-^ 
ments of the enemy, corroborated by all the intelligence we 
receive by deferters andothets, (of the former of whom we 
have fome 'every day) that the enemy have no intention to 
come out, until they are reinforced. They have been wholly^ 
employed for fome time paft in procuring materials for bar- 
racks, fuel, and making other preparations for winter. Thefe 
circumilances, with the conflant additions, to their works 
which are. apparently defenfive, have led to the above con-* 
clufion, and enabled mc to fpafe this body of men where I 
hope they will be ufefully and fuccefsfiiUy employed. 

The ftate of inactivity, in which this army has lain for 
ibme time, by no means correfponda with my wifhes, by 
fome decifive ftroke to relieve my country from the heavy 
expenfe its fubfiftence muft create. After frequendy recon-^ 
noitring the fituation of tlie enemy in the town of Bofton^ 
coUe^ing all pofiible intelligence, and digefting the whole, a 
furprife did not appear to me wholly impra^cable, though 
hazardous. I communicated it to. the general officers fome 
days before I caU^ them to a council, that they might be 
prepared with their opinions. The refult I have die honor 
of inclofing (N** 6). I cannot fay that I have wholly laid it 
afide : but new cvetits may occafion new meafures. Of 
this I hope the honorable. Congrefs can need no aflurance^ 
|hat there is not a jnan in America who more eameftly 
wifhes fuch a termination of the campaign^ as to make the 
^umy no longer neceffary. 

. The feafon advances fo faft, that I have given orders to 
prepare barracks and other accommodations for the winter* 
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The great fcarcity of tow^cloth in this country, I fear, wilt 
totally difappoint us iri our expeftations of procuring hunt* 
ing-fliirts. Governor Cooke hiforms me,' few or none arc 
to be had in Rhode Jfland ; and governor Trumbull^ gives me 
little encouragement to expcSt many from Connecticut. 

I have iilie<i up the office of quart^ivmaft^r-general which 
&e Cotfigrefs was pleafed to leave to me, by the appointment 
of major Mifflin, which 1 hope and believe will be univer* 
Iklly acceptable. 

It gives me great pain to be obliged to folicit the attention 
of the honorable Congrefs to the ftate of this army, in terms 
which imply the fiighteft apprehenfion of being negledied. 
But my fituatioo is inexpreffibly diftreffing, to fee the winter' 
h& approaching upon a naked army ; the time of their fer- 
vice within a few weeks of expiring ; and no provifion yet 
made for fuch important events. Added to thefe^ the mili* 
tary chcft is totally cxhaufted : the paymafter has not a fin-. 
gle dollar in hand : the commiiTary-general affure^ me he has 
ftrained his credit, for the fubfiftence of the army, to the tit- 
moil. The qoartcr-maftcr-general is precifely in the fame* 
fitualios f and the greater part of the troops are in a ftate 
Kot fxr from mutiny, upon the dedudlion from their ftated 
aHowaiice* I know not to whom I am to impute this fai- 
lure : but I am of opinion, tf the evil is not immediately 
tcmedied, and more punftuality obferved in future, the 2irmf 
muft abiblutely break up. I hoped I bad fo folly ^cprefied 
myfelf on diis fQfajdd (both by letter^ and to tbofe members 
of the Congrefs who honored the camp with a Tifit), that n& 
difappomtment could poffibly happen : 1 therefore hourly 
expe&ed advice from the paymafler that he bad receival 
a frcfli ftipplyr in addition to the hundred and feventy- 
two thouiand doUars delivered him in Auguft ^ and 
thought myfelf warratited to aSkre the public creditoi^ that 
in a few days they fhould be fatisfied. But dbe dcky haj» 
fcought matters to fuch a crifisy as admits of no farther un- 
certain expectation. I have therefore f^uit off tU^ exprefe^ 
a with 
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vnth orders to make all poffible difpatch. It is my mod 
earned i-ecjueft thai he may be returned with all poiEble ex- 
pedition, unlefs the Ik^orable Congrefs HlVe ftlfe^dy for-^ 
warded what, is fo indii^f;|bly ntc^fiary; 
I hav« die hoDAT to ht^ &cv G. W; 



Sir, Camp at tarAbrldgBy $epi\ 36, i;/7^i 

THE reverend Mtv Kirktdhd, the bearer of this, hav- 
ing been inttoduice<i to the honorable Congrefe, tan need nd 
{mrticular recommendation from me^ But as he now wiAeH 
to have the affains of his miffion and public employ put upodi 
fome fuitable foodng, I cannot but intimate my fenfe of the 
importance of his ftation, and die great advantages which 
have and may refiilt to the United Colonies^ from his fitua^ 
don being made refpe&able^ 

All accounts agree diat mudi of the Sivorablb dif^litioni 
ihewn by the Indians^ may be afcribed to his labor and in-^ 
fluence. He has accompanied a chief of the Oiieidas to thii 
camp, which I have cndeaVored to make agreeable to him* 
both by civility afid fome fmall pitfeuts; Mr. tCirklahd be-^ 
Ing alfo in fome neceffity for money to bear his traveltb^ 
charges and other expenfes, t have fut^plied him with fhirtyi 
two pounds lawful money. 

1 cannot but Congratulate the honorable Ciongrefs on thtf 
happy temper of the Canadians and tildians^ our accoutlts ot 
which are now fully confirmed by fome intercet)ted letter! 
from officers in Canada^ to general Gage and others in Bof* 
ton,' which virere found on board the veflel lately take&i 
going into Bofton with a donadon of cafde and odicr freih 
j^vifions for the miniderial army^ 

2 have the honor to be, &<Ci O W^ 
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« 

Sir, Camp at Cambridge y Oa. 5, l^^i^, 

I WAS honored with your fevor of the twenty-fixth 
uhlmo, late the night before laft ; and a meeting of the gene-- 
rd oiSeers having been called upoB^a buiinefs which will make 
a confiderable part of this letter, I took the opportunity of lay- 
ing before them thofe parts of yours which refpedl the con- 
t^huanccand new-modelling of th^^rmy, the fuel, clothing, 
and other preparations for the.enfuing winter. They have 
taken two or three days to confider ; and, as foon as I am 
poflefled of their opinions, I fliall lofe no time in tranfmitting 
the refult, not only on the above fubjedls, but the number of 
troops neceffary to be kept up. 

I have alfo direftcd the commiflary-general and the quar- 
tcr-mafter-generaf to prepare eftimates of the expenfe of 
their departments for a certain given number of men, from 
which a judgment may be n\ade, ^yhen the number of men 
to b^ kept in pay is determined ;— all which I fliall do my- 
felf the honor to lay before the Congrefs, as foon as they 
are ready. 

I have now a painful though a neceffary duty to perform^ 
rcfpcdling. Dr. Chiifch, dfredor-general of the hofpital. 
About a week ago, Mr. fecretary Ward of Providence fent 
up to me one WainWood, an inliabitant of Newport, with a 
leper direSed to major Cane in Bofton, in [^oCcuIt] charac- 
^rs, which he faid had been left with Wainwood forae time 
mgo, by a woman who was kept by Dr. Church. She had 
before prefled Wainwood to take her to captain Wallace, 
Mr. Dudley the colle6lor, or George Rome ; which he de- 
clined. Sh^ then gave him the letter, with a ftritSl charge 
tQ deliver it to either of thofe gentlemen. He, fufpedling 
fome hn proper correfponderice, kept the letter, and after 
fome time opened it j but, not/being able to read it, laid it up, 
wliere it remained until he received an obfcure letter from 
the woman, expreffmg an anxiety after the original letter. 
He then communicated the whole matter to Mr. Ward, who 
' ^ f ent 
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fent him up with the papers to me. I immediately 'fecur<^ 
flie woman : but for a long time fhe was j>roof againft every' 
threat and perfuafion to difcover the atithor. However, at 
fcngth (he was brought to a confeiEon, and named Dn 
Church. I then immediately fecurcd him and all his papers.' 
Upon his firft examination, he readily acknowledged the let- 
ter, faid it was defigned for his brother Fleming, and, when 
deciphered, would be found to contain nothing criminals 
He acknowledged his never having communicated the cor- 
refpondence to any perfon here but the girl, and made many 
proteftations of the purity of his intentions. Having found 
a perfon capable of decipliering the letter, I in the mean 
time had all his papers fearched, but found nothing criminal 
among them ; but it appeared on inquiry, that a confidant 
had been among the papers before my meflenger arrived. 
I then called the general officers together for their advice» 
the refult of which you will find in the incloftire, N** i. 
The deciphered letter is the inclofure, N° 2. The army and 
country are exceedingly irritated : and upon a free difcuffion 
of the nature, circumftances, and confequence of this matter, 
it has been unanimoufly agreed to lay it before the honorable 
Congrefs for their fpecial advice and dire£lion ; at the fame 
time fuggefting to their confideration, whether an alteration 
of the twenty-eighth article of war may not be neceflary. 

As I /hall 1 eferve all farther remarks upon the ftate of the 
army till my next, I (hall now beg leave to requeft the de- 
termination of Congrefs, as to the property and difpofal of 
fuch veflels and cargoes as are defigned for the fupply of the 
enemy, and may fall into our hands. There has been an event 
of this kind at Portfmouth (as by die inclofure, N** 3), i» 
which i have direfted the cargo to be brought hither for the 
ufe of the army, referving the fettlemcnt of any claims o( 
capture to the decifion of Congrefs. 

As there are many unfortimate individuab whofe property 
has been confifcated b}' the enemy, I would humbly fuggeft 
to the confideration of Congrefs the humanity of applying:; 
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^ p^n or m A© wboK fuch captures to the leUff of ^i^ 
(ufEostTSf ^ftcr comp^Mi&tiqg any ejipqpfc of di^ caploi^8» and 
lor ikm z&mxy and (pirit, I am tlw more induced to fc- 
q«oft thS ^eterminarion m%Y be fpecdy, as 1 have dirc<St^ 
tibr?« Ycff^U to bq Of flipped in order to cut off the fupplies £ 
afidjfrOflR tbf number pfvcflels hourly arriving, it inaybecomQ 
f p objeA of fome importance, {(i the difpofal Qf tbefe cap«t 
t^reS} for the eacouragement of the officers and men^ 1 havo 
4^owed them onerthird of the cargoes, except military ftoreSt 
^^jriuch, with the veffel«, are to be referved for the public ufe. 
l-hope my plan, as well as die cj^ecution, wiU be favored 
with the approbadon of Oongrefs, 

O9.? Mr. Fifk^ a^ intelligent perfon, came out of Bofton oa. 
the third i^ft^t, and gives us the following advices ;— that 2^ 
;^et,^onlifting of a fixtyrfour, and twentyrgun (hip. two 
llopp* of eighteen gws, and two tra^fports with fix hundred 
aktn^ were to fail from Bofloq as yefterday \ that they took 
f9 board twQ mortars, four howitzers, and other artillery 
^aleuteted fpr the hQt;i>bardment of a town ;— their defti-^ 
nation ym^s }fie^ a prpfpund fecret : — ^that an e^^prefs floopt 
9f w?ir«; yfhkh left Eiiigland the eighth Auguft, arrived four 
day* 2lgQ Jor'sdiat; g?;\eral Gage is recalled, a^d Jaft funday re- 
(ign?d his <?op^«»ail4 to general Howe ;— that Jprd Percy, 
colonpl SiTftithft wi othqr oftcers who were at Lcs^ingtoni 
^^re ordered tv?W wkh Gage ir^thdit fix ftiips of the line 
a^ two <?utter$ wer§ coming oi|t i^der fir Peter pe^nis ;-^ 
l^t ftv^ rfgipifW* a^d a thoufand marines are ordere4 
am, and ^^y hf ^iWp^ed in three or four w^eks :— no ptp- 
ft>ea of acQpomiQda^ion j bu{ the mjnift.ry d^t^rmii^ed tc^ 
^T^flv the war to th^ utmoft, 

I h^v^ aA ^xprefjs^ fronji cgIoacI Arnold, ai^d herewith kn^ 
^ cqpy of his letter ajad a^ inclofure, N^4 and 5. — I am happy 
|n finding he meets with fio difcQurag^eqt.—The claim of. 
th^ rifl^ off cprs» tp be independent of all the fyperior oflBlcer^ 
^cept colonel Anixold, is without ariy pountenai^e or author 
f ity from me, as I have (ignificd in my laft difpatph both to^ 

^olon^l 



Digitized by 



Google 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. ^ 39 

colonel Arnold ^nd captain Morgaa.— The captaiQ of the brig 
from Quebec for Bofton informs me that there is no fufpi* 
cion of any fuch expedition ; and that, if Carlcton is not dtove 
firom St Jobn^s, (o as to be obliged to throw himfelf into 
Quebec, it muft fall into our hands, as it is left i^ithout a re* 
gnlar foldier, and many of the inhabitants are moft favorably 
difpofed to the American caufe ; — an^ that there is the largeft 
ftock of ammunition ever collected in America* 

In the above veflei feme, letters were alfo found, from an 
ofiicer at Quebec, to general Gage and major Sheriff at Bof- 
ti>n» containing fuch an account of the temper of the Cana^ 
dians^ as cannot but affoiti the higheft fatisfa£Uon« I iiave 
thought it befi to forward them : they are the inclofuref^ 
N^ 6 and 7. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft, &c. Q, W^ 



Sib.,, Camp fit Cambridge^ On, 12, 1775. 

I AM honored with your feveia) fiivors of the twen- 
ty-fixth and thirtieth September, and fifth O^^ober, the con-' 
tents of which I fkall beg leave to notice in ^ir refpefUve 
order. 

Previous to the dire<^icm of Coi^ei& to confult the gene^ 
ral officers on the bed mode of continuing and providing for 
the army during the winter, I had defired them to turn their 
&oughts uponthefe fubje^ts, and to favor me with the refult, 
by a particular day, in writing. In this interval, the ap*- 
pointment of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch^ and colonel Harri*- 
fon, was communicated, — an event, which has given me tbfe 
higheft fatisfaAion, as the fubje£t was too weighty and com^ 
plex for a difcuffion by letter. This appointment made any 
conclufion here imncceffary, as it is not probable any fuch 
arrangement would be agreed on, as would not be altered in 
fome refpefts, upon % foil and free conference. This good 
tSkSi will arife from ^ Aep already taken^ that every officer 

D 4 win 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

will be prepared to give his fentiments upon thefe important 
fubjc(9». 

The eftimatcs of the comnoifTary and quarcer-mafter^ge^ 
neral I have now the honor of inclo/ing. The firft is N° i,— 
the other, N** 2. 

With refpe(ft to the reduflion of the pay of the men, 
-which may enter into Jthe confideration of their fupport, it is 
the unanimous opinion of the general oflScers, that it csinnot 
be touched with fafety at prefent. * * * 

Upon the prefumption of there being a vacancy in the dJ- 
reflion of the hofpital, lieutenant-colonel Hand, formerly 
a furgeon in the eighteenth regiment, or royal Trifli, and Dr. 
•Fofter, late of Charleftown, and one of the furgeons of the 
hofpital imder Dr. Church, are candidates for that oflSce. I 
do not pretend to be acquainted with their refpe<Slive merits, 
and therefore ,have given them no farther expediation, than 
that they (hould be mentioned as candidates for the departs 
ment, I therefore need only to add upon this fubje6^, that the 
affairs of the hofpital require that the appointment (hould 
be made as foon as poiEUe. 

Before I was honored with your favor of the fifth inftant, I 
had given orders for the equipment of fome armed veffels, to 
intercept the enemy's fupplies of provifions and ammunition. 
One of them was oh a cruife between Cape Anne and Cape 
Cod, when the exprefs arrived. The others will be fit fcr 
the fea in a few days, under the command of oflSicers of the 
continental array, who are. well recommended, as perfons ac^ 
quainted with the fea, and capable of fuch a fervice. Two 
of thefe will be immediately difpatched on this duty ; and 
every particular, mentioned in your favor of the fifth inftant, 
literally complied with. 

That die honorable Congrefs may have a more complete 
idea of the plan on which thefe vefiels are equipped, I in- 
dofe a copy of the inftruftions given to the captains now 
out (N° 4). Thefe, with the additional inftrudion direffeed, 
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♦will be given to the captains who go into the month of 
St. Laurence's river. As both officers and men moft cbeei^ 
folly engage in the fervice on the terms mentioned in thefe 
inftnidlions, I fear that the propofed ihcreaie will create 
fome difficulty, by making a difference between men engag- 
ed on fimilar fervice. I have therefore not yet communis 
cated this part of the plan, but refcrved an extra bounty as a 
reward for extraordinary acftivity. There are no armei 
veflels in this province ; and governor Gooke informs mc 
the enterprife can receive no affiftance from him, as one of 
the armed veflels of Rhode^Ifland is on a long cruife, and 
the other unfit for the fervice. Nothing (hall be omitted, to 
fecure fuccefs. A fortunate captoi^ of an ordnance ihi^ 
would py^ new life to the camp, and an immediate turn to 
the iflue of this campaign* 

Our laft accounts from colonel Arnold are^vcry favoml^c 
he was proceeding witn all expedition; and 1 flatty myfelf 
(making all allowances) he will be at Quebec the twentietX 
inftant, where a gentleman from Canada (Mr. ^ * *j at- 
fures me he will meet with no refiftance. 

In the quarter-mafter's eftimate, there are fome -articles 
omitied, of which he informs me he cannot pretend to fur* 
ni/h a coniputation,*-^fuch as cartage, tools, &c, for whidi 
fome general allowance muft be made. 

From the various accounts received from Europe,, theie 
luay be rcafon to exped troops will be landed at New- 
York, or fome other middle colony. I fbould be glad to 
know the pleafure of the Congrefs, whether, upon fuch an 
event, it would be expected that a part of this army (hould 
be detached, or the internal force of fuch colony and its 
neighborhood be deemed fuffi'cient; or wliether, in fuch 
cafe, I am to wait the particular dircftion of Congrefs. 

The fleet, mentioned in my laft, has been fecn (landing 
N. N. E ; fo that we apprehend it is intended for fome 
part of this province, or New-Hampfhire, or pofilbly Que- 
lle. 
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The lateft and bcft accounts wc have froni the enemy* 
arc, that they arc engaged in their new work acrofs the 
ibuth end of BoAon, preparing their barracks, &c, for win«» 
ler;*-that it is propofed»to keep from five hundred to a 
dionfand roen on Bunker's hill all winter, who are to be re<» 
lieved once a week 5 —the reft to be drawn into Bofton* 

A perfon who has lately been a fervant to major ConoHy 
• (a tool of lord D«nmore*s) has given an account of a fcbosie 
to diilrcfs the fouthcm provinces, which appeared to me of 
fefficient confequence to be immediately tranfmitted. - 1 have 
therefore got it atlefl;ed, and do mvfelf the honor of incloiing 
it,N-5, 

The new levies from Connefticut have lat^y marched in* 
to camp, and are a body of as good troops as any we have: 
fo that we have now the fame ftrength, as before the detach^ 
ment made under colonel Arnold. 

I am, widi the moft refpe<Slful fentiments to the honorable 
Congrcfs, and yourfelf, lir, your moft obedient,^ &c, G. W. 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ Odob. 24, 1775. 

MY conjeflure of the deftination of the late fqu3« 
4ron from Bofton, in my laft, has been unhappily verified by 
an outrage, exceeding, in barbarity and cruelty, every hot- 
tile diQ. pra<ftifed among civilifed nations, I have inclofed 
the account given n>e by Mr, Jones, a gentleman of the 
town of Falmoudir of the deftru6lion of that increafing and 
flourifliing village. He is a very great fuiFerer, and infomw 
|ne that the time allowed for the removal of effe£b was fo 
(mall, Aat valuable property of all kinds, and to a great 
amount, has been deftroyed. The orders fliewn by the cap- 
jtain for this horrid procedure (by which it appears the fame 
defecation is meditated upon all the towns on the coaft) 
inade it my duty to communicate it as quickly and exten- 
fively as poffihle. As Portfmouth was the next .place to 
ijyhich he propofed to go, general Sullivan wj^s permitted to 
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go up* Mid give them Kk aiSftance and advice to wand off 
Aie blow. I flatter myfelf the like event will not happen 
d)er€» as they have a fortificatsoa of fome ftrength, and « 
veffel haa arrived at a place calkid Sheepfcot» with fifteen 
hundred pounds of powder. 

The gentlemen of the Congress have nearly 6ni{hed the^ 
buljncfs ; but as they write by this opportunity, I rouft beg 
leave to refer yow to their letter, for what concerns dieir 
comouiEonr 

We have had no occurrence of any confeqnencc in the 
camp fince I had the honor of addreffiog you laft ; but cx^ 
pe<9: every hour to hear that Newport has ihared the fato 
of unhappy Falmouth. 

I have the hoaor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Camp at Cambridge^ Ofiob. 30, ITT$* 

THE information, which die gentlemen who have 
lately gone frpm henc^ can give the Congrefs, of the ftatc 
and (ituation of the army, would have m^de a letter un« 
neceflary, if I did not fuppofe there would be fome anxiety 
to know the intentions of the army on the fubje^ of the x^ 
^nliftmentr 

Agreeable to the advice of thofe gentlemen, and my ovr%^ 
opinion, I immediately began by direfbing all fuch officers 1 
as propofed to continue, to Hgnify their intentions as foon a$ 
poffible* A great number of the returns are come in, froux 
which I find that a very great proportion of the officers 
pf die rank of captains, and under, will rerire;— from pre. 
fent appearances, I may fay, half, — but at leaft> oner third* 
It is with fome concern alfo that I obferve, that many of the 
officers who retire, difcourage the condnuance of the men, 
and, I fear, will communicate^ the infefUon to d^em, Some 
l^ve advifed that thofe officers who decline the fervica 
^uld be immediately dignified: but this would be very 
dapgcrou^ and in9Wvcnif pt, I cpnf^fs I have great anxietiea 
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tfpoti dtc fubjeft, thoogh I ftill hope tbe pay and tcrnft arc 
fo adrantageous, that intercft, and, I hope alfo, a regard to 
their country, will retain a greater proportion of the privates 
than their officers, in fo« important a matter » I iKail efteem 
it my indifpenfable duty, not only to aft with all pofSble 
l^fndence, but to give the mod early and conftant advice of 
my progrefs. 

*: A fupply of'clothrng, equal to our necefljties, would 
gready contribute to the encouragement and fatisfaftion of 
the men. In every point of view, it is- fo important, that I 
beg leave to call ^e attention of the Congrefs to it in a par* 
ticolarniaimen 

A fergeant has juft come in from Bunker's hill, but brings 
ti^ important news. 

1 have the honor to be, &c, G* W, 



* SlR^ ' Cambridge^ Nov. 2, 1775. 

I COULD not fuffer Mr. Randolph to quit this 
eamp without bearing fome teftimony of my duty to the 
Congrefs ; although his fudden departure foccafioned by the 
death of his worthy relative, wl>ofe lofs, as a good citizen 
and valuable member of fociety, is much to be r^ettcd) 
•4oes not allow me time to be particular, 

The inclofed return Ihews, at one view, what reliance we 
have upon the officers of this army, and how deficient we 
ire like to be in fubakern officers. A few days more 
will enable me to inform the Congrefs what they have to ex- 
pe6t from the foldiery, as I (hall iffue recruiting orders for 
this purpofe, (o foon as the officers are appointed, — which 
"Will be done fhis day, — having fent for the general officers, t6 
confult them in the choice. 

I muft beg leave to recall the attention of the Congrefs to 
fhfe appointment of a bngadier-geneial, — an officer as necep. 
fary to a brigade, as a colonel is to a regiment, and.wilh be 
exceedingly wanted in tlie new arrangement. 

The 
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The proclamations and alTociationy herewith inctbicdt 
came to my hands on monday laft* I thought it my duty to 
fend them to you.— —Nothing of moment has happened fincc 
my laft* ^ * 

With refpc(Stful compliments to the members of Coagreft, 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 



Sir, Cambridge^ Nov. 8, 1775* 

THE immediate occaiiDn of my giving the Congrefe 
the trouble of a letter at this time is to infairm them, diat, in 
confequence of their order fignified in your letter of the twen«» 
tieth ultimo, I laid myfelf under a foletttn tic e( fecrecy to 
captain M*Pherfon, and proceeded to examine his plan for the 
deftru(^n of the fleet in the harbor ofBofton, with all that 
care and attention which the importance of it deferved, and 
my judgment could lead to. But not being happy enough 
to coincide in opinion widi that gentleman, and finding that 
his fchcme would involve greater ^xpenfe, than (under ray 
doubts of its fuccefs) I thought myfelf juftified in giving in- 
to, 1 prevailed upon him to communicate his plan to three 
gentlemen of the artillery in this army, well acquainted in the 
knowledge and praftice of gunnery. By them he has been 
convinced, that, inafmuch as he fet out upon wrong princi- 
ples, the fcheme would prove abortive. Unwilling however 
to relinquifh his favorite projeft of reducing the naval force 
of Great Britain, he is very defirous of building a number of 
row gallies for this purpofe. But as the Congrefs alone are 
competent to the adoption of this meafure, I have advifed him 
(although he oflfercd to go on with die building of them at 
his own expenfe, till the Congrefs fhould decide) to repair 
immediately to Philadelphia with his propofals ; where, if 
Aey (hould be agreed to, or veffels of fuperior force, agree- 
able to the wilhes of moft others, fhould he refolved on, he 
may fet inftantly about them, with all the materials uport 
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^ fpot :^-herc> they are to collect — To him therefore I 
refer for further information on this head. 

A veffel, faid to be from Philadelphia and boimd to Bof- 
ton> "with a hundred and twenty pipes of wine (a hundred 
and eighteen of which are fecured) branded at a place call-- 
ed Eaftham, in a gale of wind on die fecond inftant:— • 
another^ from Bofton to Halifax, with dry goods, &c, 
(amounting, per invoice, to about two hundred and forty 
]kitltids lawful) got difabled in the fame gale, near Bererly. 
Tbefe cargoes, with the papers, I h^vc ordered to this place^ 
r—the veflfels to be taken care of t&l further orders. 1 have 
aUo an account of the taki&g of a wood-floop bound to Bof- 
ton^ and carried into Portfmouth by one of our armed ^d^ 
fels i— particulars not yet come to hand ; — and this inftanf^ 
of two others, from Nova Scotia to Boftpn, with bay, wood^ 
live ftock, &c, by anolher of our armed fchooncrs.— Thefe 
are in Plymouth. 

Thefe accidents and captures point out the neceffity of 
eftabliibing proper courts without lo6 of time, for the de^ 
cilloQ of pfOfertYf sind the legality of feizures ; otherwife I 
may be involved in inextricable difficulties* 

Our prifoners, by the redtti3i<m of Fort Chamblee (on 
which happy event I moft fincerely congratulate the Con- 
grefs)» beii^ coniiderably augmented, and likely to be in« 
ereafed, I fubmit it to the wiidom of Congtefs, whether fomc 
convenient inland Covins, remote front dtc poft-^roads, ought 
tiot to be afl&gned them j the minner of their treatment, fyb* 
fiilence, &c» defined ; and a commiflkry or agem appointed, 
to fee that juftice is done both tio theln and the prublic, pro* 
per accounts rendered, &c* Without a Inode of this fort is 
adopted, t fi^ir there wUl be fad Cdnfufion hereafter^ as th^tf 
^e great complaints at ^efent* 

1 reckoned without my hoft^ when I informed the Congrfcft 
in my bfl^ that I ihould in a day or two be able to ac^aint 
them of the difpofitioft of the foldiery towards a new ^nlift->< 
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ment. I have been in confultation with the generals of this 
army ever fincc thurfday laft, endeavoring to eftablifh nev^r 
Corps of officers ; but find fo many doubts and difficulties 
to reconcile, that I cannot fay when they are to end, or what 
may be the confequences ; as there appears to be fudi an 
linwiUingnefc in the officers of one government mixing in the 
fame regiment with thofe of another ; and, without it, many 
muft be difmifled who are willing to ferve, notwithftanding 
we are deficient on the whole. 

The council of officers are unanimoufly of opinion that 
die command of the artillery (hould no longer * continue 
in colonel ♦ * ♦ ; and knowing of no perfon better 
qualified to fupply his place, or whofe appointment will give 
more general fatisfaftion, have taken the liberty of recom- » 
mending Henry Knox, efquire, to the confideration of Con- 
grefs, thinking it indifpenfably neceffary at the fame time 
that this regiment fbould confift of two lieutenant-colonels, 
two majors, and twelve companies, agreeable to the plan 
and eftimatc handed in ; which differing from the laft efta* 
bliOiment, I Should be glad to be inftfudied on. 

The commiffary-geueral not being returned, will apolo- 
gife, I hope, for my filencc refpe^Sling a requifition of the ex- 
peofc •f his clerks, &c, which I was to have obtained toge- 
ther with other;*, and forwarded. 

i have heard nothing of colonel Arnold fincc the thirteenrii 
ultimo. His letter of, and journal to, that date, will convey 
alt the information I am able to give of him. I think he 
mnft be in Quebec. If any mifchance had happened to him, 
he would, as dire<Sted, have forwarded an exprefs.-— No ac- 
count yet of the armed vefiels fent to Sc. Laurence.-*^! think 
Aey wiH meet the ftores inward or outward bound. 

Captain Symons, in the Cerberus lately feni from Bofton 
to Falmoiith, hath publifhed the inck>fed declaration at that 
^ace ; atid it is fofpedled he intends to make fome kind of 
a kxlgcmeRt there* I wrote immediately to colonel Finnie 
of thii army> who went up there upon the laft alarm, to 
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Ijpirirup the people and oppofe it at all events. — Falmouth it. 

about a hundred and thirty niiles from this camp. 

I have the honor to be, &c* G. W* 

P. S. I fend a general return of the troops^ and manifefts 

cf the cargoes and veflels taken at Plymouth*. 



^ 



SlR^ Camhnd^e^ Ndi;, it, 1775* 

* * * Inclofed, you have a copy of an a£l, palled 
tiiis fefEott, by the honorable council and houfe of rcprefen- 
tatives of this province. It rcfpeSs fuch captures as may be- 
made by veffek fitted out by the province, br by individuals 
tliereof. As the armed^veflels, fitted out at the continental 
cxpenfc, do not come under this law, I would have it fub-- 
mitted to the confider^tion of Congrefs, to point out a more 
fummary way of proceeding, to determine the property and 
mode of condemnation of fuch prizes as have been or here- 
after may be made, than is fpecified in this a<St. 

Siould not a court be eftablifhed by authority of Con* 
grefs, to take cognifance of prizes made by the continental 
\cflels^ Whatever the mode is which they are pleafcd to 
adopt, there is an abfolute neceffity of its being fpeedily de- 
termined on : for I cannot fpare time fro;n military afiairs» 
to give proper attention to thcfe matters. 

The inhabitants of Plymouth have, taken a floop, laden 
with proviiions, &c, from . Halifax, bound to Bofton ; and 
the inhabitants of Beverly have, under cover of one of the 
armed fchooners, taken a veflel fron) Ireland, laden with 
beef, pork, butter, &c, for the fame place. The latter brings 
papers and letters of a very interefting nature, which are in 
die hands of the honorable couiK:il, who informed me they 
will tranfmil; them to you by this conveyanc-e* To tlie con- 
tents of thefe papers and letters I muft beg leave to re^r you 
and the honorable. Congrefs, who will now fee the abfolute 
»eceflity there is, of exerting all their wifdom, to withftand 
the mighty ^Surts of our enemies, 

The 
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. The trouble I bare in the arrangement of the army is really 
{conceivable. Many of the officers fent in their names to 
fttVy in expedation of promotion : odiers ftood aloof ** *; 
Vftd\(k a number who had declined have again fent in their 
name9» to ferve. So great has the confafion, arifing from 
thefe and many other perplexing circumftances^ been, that I 
found it abfolutely impoffihle to fix this very intereiling* bu-^ 
finefs exa^y on die plan refolved on in the conference^ 
though 1 have kept up to the fpirit^ as near as the nature and 
neceffibir of the cafe would admit of : the difficulty with 
die foldiers is as great^*-indeed more fo, if poffible, than 
with the officers. They will not enlift^ until they know 
ibeir colondi, Iteutenant-colonel, major, captain, Sec-; fo that 
it was neceffitry to fix the officers the firft thing ; which is, 
at laftf in fome manner done > and I have given out enlifting 
orders. 

You, fir^ can much eaficr judge, than I can exptefs, the 
anxiety of mind I muft la^or under on the occafion, efpe-* 
cially at this time, when we may exped the enemy will be* 
gin to aA on the arrival of their reinforcement, part of 
which is already come, and the remainder daily dropping in* 

I have other diftreffes of a very alarming nature* The 
aims of our foldiery are fo exceeding bad« that I afTuie you^ 
£r, I cahnot place a proper confidence. in them. Our pow^ 
dcr iS -wafting faft, notwithftanding the ftri(£left care, econo- 
my, and attention, is paid to it. Th^ long feries of wet wea* 
thcr we have had, renders the greater part of what has been 
ierved'out to the men, of no ufe. Yefterday I had a proof 
of i^ as a party of die enemy, about four or five hundred,. 
taking the advantage of a high tide, landed at Leechmore^s 
point: we were alarmed, and of courfe ordered every man 
to examine his cartouch^box ; when the melancholy truth 
appeared ; and we were obliged to furnifh the greater part 
i^tbem with freifh ammunidon. 

The damage done at the point was the taking of a man* 
1^ watched a few horfes and cows : ten of the latter they^ 
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ctrricd off. Colonel Thompfon tnardied doWn withr hie ^c* 
^mcnt of riflemen, and was joined by colonel Woodbri^e, 
wifli a part of his and a part of Patterfon*s regiment, wh^ 
gallandy waded through the witer, and fooh oUiged (he 
enemy to embark under cover of a man-of-war, a floating 
battery, arid, the fire of a battery on Oiarleftown neck. We 
have two of our men dangeroufly woutide4 by grape-ibot 
from the man-of-^ar; and, by a flag fcnt out thk day, we- 
are informed Ac enemy loft two of their men. 

I have the honor to be^ &c, G. W. 



Sir, Cofnkridgt^ Nov. 19, 1775* 

I Received your favors of the fcventh and tentbv In- 
ftant, with the rcfolves of the honoraUe Congrefs, to which: 
I will pay all due attention. — As foon as two capable p^« 
fons can be found, I will difpatch diem to Nova-Scotta, oa 
the fervice rcfolved on In Congrefe. 

The rdfolve to raifc two batallions of marines wiH (if 
prafticable in this army) emircly derange "^at has been 
done. It is therein mentioned, ♦* one colonel for the two ba- 
tallions :'* —of courfe, a colonel muft be difmilTed. One of 
the many difficulties, which attended the new arrangement, 
was in reconciling the difierent interefts, and judging of the 
merits of the different colonds. — In the difmifiion of this 
dne, the fame difficulties will occur. — The officers and men 
itiuft be acquainted* with maritime affairs ; to comply with 
which, they niuft be picked out of the whole army, — one 
from this corps, one from another, — ^fo as to break through' 
the whole fyftem; which has coft us fo much time, anxiety* 
and pains, to bring into any tolerable form. Notwithftand- 
ing any difficulties which will arife, you may be affufed, 
fir, that I will ufe every endeavor to" comply with their re-" 
folvc. 

* I beg leave to fubmit it' to the confideration .of Cofrgrefit 
(}f thcfe two batallions can bfe formed out of this ari^jy) v^jKfc* 
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iktr this IS a time to weaken oUr lines, by employing any of 
the forces appointeiJ to defend dieiHj on any otlier fervice* 
iThe geptlemen who* were here from .^e Con^efs Jcnovv 
their raft extent : they muft know thaj ,w6 fhall have occa- 
(ion for our whole force for that purpofe 5 more fo nov^ 
than at any pall: time, as we may expe<Si the enemy will 
lake the advantage of th4 fir ft hard, weather, and attempt to 
make an iippreflion fome where. That this is their inten- 
tion, we have many reafons to fufpe6l:i 

We have had, in the laft week| fix deferters-, and look 
two ftraggling prifojiersk 1"hey all agreed that two Compaq 
nies, with a train of artillery and one of the regiments from 
Ireland^ were arrived at Btifton; — that frefh ammunitioa 
and flints have been ferved out \ — that the grenadiers and 
light infantry had orders to hold themfelyes in readtnefs at a 
caoment^s warning; 

As there is every appearance that thiS contdft will not 
he foon decided, and of courfe that there muA be an aug- 
taentation bf the continental arniy, would it not be eligible 
to raife twt> batallions of marines in New«Y^rk and Phila- 
delphia, where there mufl be numberis of failois nbw un-em- 
ployedi'-^This hOwfever is matter of opinion, ivhiqh t men- 
tion widi all due deference to the fuperiof jud|;nicnt of Aa 
Congrtfsk 

Inctofed, ybti have topics 6? tivo letters,-^A-one from eolo-i 
nel Amold,i^the other from colonel * * ^^ I can fornl nO^ 
judgment on the latter's <iondu(9^ until I fe^ him; Notwidi-^ 
Handing the great jdefe(Slit)n> 1 do not defpair of colonel Ar- 
nold's fuccefsi He will have^ in all probability^ cdany more 
^fficukies to encounter^' than if he had been a fortni^C 
fooner t as it is likely that governor Oarletdn will, with what 
forces he can collect after the furrender of die reft of Ca^a-* 
da, Arow himfelf into Qyelieci and thet« make Ills laft ef* 
fortl There is no late account from captains BroUghtQCb 
and Sillman, fent to the river St, Laurence. The other 
crnifers bave been chiefly confined to harbor^ by the bad- 
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nefs of the weather^ The fame reafon has caufed great dc* 
lay in building of our barracks ;. wUch, with a moft mortify- 
ing fcarcity of jire-wood, difcoorages the men from cnMing. 
The bft^ I am afraid^ is an infuperable obftacle* I have ap- 
plied to the honorable houfe of reprefentativcs af this pro- 
vince, who were pleafed to appoint a committee to negotiate 
this bufinefs : and ootwjthftanding all the pains they have 
and are taking, they find it impoffible to fupply our neceifi- 
ties^ The want of a fuffident number of teams I underfland 
to be the chief impediment. 

I got returns this day from clevcsi colonels^ of the nnnt-- 
6ers enlifted in their regiments. The whofe amount i> 
tiine hundred and flxty-fix men. There mufl be fome other 
f!imuTus befides love for their country, to make men fond 
of the fenrice. It would ^ a great enconiagementy and na 
addTtional expenfe to the continent, were they to receive pay 
for the months of Oftober and November ; alfo a month")? 
pay advance. The prefent ftate of the military cheft will 
not admit of this. The fooner it is enabled to do fo» the 
better. 

The eommfllary-gencral is daily expe<S6 J in camp, t can- 
not fend yott: the eftimate of the clerks in his department^ 
until he arrives. 

' I fincercly congratulate you uponlthe fuccefs of your arras^ 
in the furrender of St* John's, which I hope is a happy pre- 
fagc of the redudkion of the reft of Canada^ 
'i have the honor to be,= &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camiridgey Novtm. 28,- 1775- 

I HAD the honor of writing to you on the nineteenth 
inft^nt. I have now to inform you that Henry Knox, ef- 
quire, is gone to New- York, with orders to forward to this 
place, what, cannon and ordnance flares can he there pro^ 
cured. Frpm thence he will proceed to general Schuyler 
on the fame bufinefs^ as you will fee by the inclofed copy 
of inftrufitjons . which I have given him. It would give mc 
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ftmdh ?a6sfa<ftion, that this gendeman, or any odier whoW 
you may think qualified, was aj)pointed to the command df 
the artillery rcgiraent. In my letter to you, of the eighth 
inftant, I have exprefied myfelf* fully on this fubjeS, whfch 
I beg leave to recommend to your knmediate attention; as 
die formation of that corps will be at a ft and, until Tangi ho- 
Aored with ybiir inftniSiohs tbereon. * * * * 

There aretwoperfons engaged to goto Nova-5cotia, on the 
l>ufinefs recommended tn your laft. By die beft informatiori 
we have from thence, die ftores, &c, have been withdrawn 
fome Amt. "Should this not be the cafe, it is next to an im- 
poffibifity to attempt any thing there, in the prefent unfetde4 
anaprecariousftate.of the army.; * ♦ * 

From what I can coUecS by my inquiries amongft the of- 
ficers," it'WiM be impoflibfe to get the men to enlift ifor the 
4:ontinuance of the war ; which will be an infuperable ob» 
ftru6Hon to the formation of the two batallions of marines 
<m die pian*rcfolved on ijt-6x^refs. As it can make no. 
4ifi5n-fence, I propofe to proceed on the new arrangement of 
the affiiy, and, when completed, inquire out fuch officers 
and men as'are beft qualified fbf that fervice, and endeavor 
to'fortn diefeifwo batallions out of the whole. This appears 
to n»e the beft method, and will, I hope, meet the approba? 
;tion of Congrefe. 

As it will be very difficult fer the men to worlc when the 
hard froffftts in, I have thought it neceffary (though of lit- 
tle ufe at prefent) to tike pojQfeffion of Coble-hill, for the be- 
nefit oif any future operarionsi ^ It was cfFedledJ widiout the 
Jeaft*'bp|)ofiri6n from the enemy, the twenty-third inftant;.' 
TETicir ina^fivky on this occaflon is what I cannot account 
fdt^^^ii prbbahlc they are meditating a blow fomcwhere. 
'^cfcdttt three l^undred me», women, and chilchen, of th^ 
popr inhabitants of Boftop, ^ame out to Point^Shidey laft 
rffiday. 'They have brought their boufchold furniture, but are 
UftproVided ' of every /other neceffary of life. I have recom- 
A^l^:^t^..i E3 mended 
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loended them to the attention of the committee of the honor- 
able council of this province, now fitting at Watertown. 

The number enlifted fmce my laft are two thoufand four 
Imndred and fifty men* ♦ # * # Our fituation is truly 
alarming : and of this gfencral Howe is well apprifed, k be- 
ing the common topic of convcrfatlon wh^i> the people left 
Bofton laft friday.— No doubyt, when he is reinforced,, ho 
will avail himfelf of the information. 

I am making the bed difpofition I can for. pur .defence^ 
'^ having thrown up, befides the work' on Coble-hill, ieveral 
redoubts, half-moons, ^c, along the bay : and I fear I fliall 
be under the ncceffity of calling in the rnilitia and minute* 
men of the country to my affiftance : I fay, I fear it^.-r^be- 
caufe, by what I can learn froip ^he officers in the armjr, be- 
longing to this colpny, it will be n^xt to an in>|>ojEbiUty ta 
keep them under any d^ree of discipline, and that it will be 
very dIflBcult to prevail on them to remain a mo^nen^ Iong;er 
than they chufe themfelves. It is n mortifying reflexion^ ta 
be rec^ucec? to this dilemma. There. has been ijp^bing .want- 
ing on my part, to infufe a proper fpirit amongft jjie oSai^XSp 
that they may exert tlieir influence with tb^ fpldiciy. You 
fee, by a fortnight^s recriiitipg anwmgft men with arms 'in 
their h:inJs, hv>w little has been the fuccefs. 

As the fmall-pox is now in Bofton, I have ufed Ae pre- 
caution of prohibiting fuch as lately eame ottt, from coming 
near our camp. — General Buigoync, I am infooned, will 
foon Qmbark for Knglaiid.--.I think th^ ri(k too gr^t to writ^ 
you by poft> wbilft ii continues to pafs through New- York. 
It is certain that a poft has been intercepted the l)egil^ling 
of Uft month, as tliey feni oyt feveral letters ftom Bofton,., 
with the poft-mark of Baltimore on ibcm^ This goes by 
captain Jofeph Blewer> who promifes to deUvcr iH c^K^fvJlj 
tmto you. 

You, doubtilefs^ will have hcardj before this lecpihe^ of 
general Moo^mery's h^viog got pofleffion of Moc^eaL \ 

cojQ^tub^ 
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aoi^;nitulate yoa thereon. He has trcyablcs trith htstiioopt^ 
86 well «B I harc.'^-'iAU I caa learn of cdonel Arnold, is^ that 
be is near Queb^. I hope Montgomery will be aUe t6 
proceed to his afliftance. . I ihall be Tery uneafy nndl I hear 
fiiey are joined. 

My beft refpe^tf attend the gentlemen in Congrefs : and 
bdkfe fioe, fir, your moft obedient, 8ic» G..W. 



SiK, CambridgefNrf/enu.%Qyi*ns* 

1 HAD the honor to write to you, the tweniy-eighdl 
inftant, by captain Jofcph Blewcr. Laft evening I received 
the agreeable account of the fchocmer Lee, commanded by 
captain Manly, having taken and carried into Cape-^Anne n 
large -brigantine, bound ffom London to Bofton, laden widi 
military ftores; ^e inventory of which t have the ple^fure to 
inck^e you. Cape- Anne is a very open harbor, and acceffi^ 
ble to targe fhips ; which made me immedilirely fend offco* 
. loDd Glover and WDr^ Falftey, with orders to raife the mi- 
tnrte-men and militia of that part of the country, to have the 
cargo landed without loft of time, and guarded up to thi^ 
tamp; ' This, I hope, .they will be able to effect, before it \t 
known to the enemy, ^g^hat pott fhe is cartied into. I fin« 
- ccrely congratulate you on this very gr^ai acquiiition ; and 
Mf, fir, your moft btimbfe, &c. G. W. 

Manly has alfo taken a floop in the mjnifterial fervice ; and 
captain Adams, in the fchooncr Warren, has talcc^n a fchoon* 
et laden witl^, potatoes and turnips, bound to Bgfton, and 
cmied ha: into Portfmouth* 



Slltj Cambridge^ Dec. 4, 1775^ 

I HAD the honor of writing to you the thirtieth ulti- 
mo, inclofing an inventory of the military ftores taken on 
board the brig Nancy by captain Manly of tlie armed 
fehdract Lee« I have now to inform you that be has fined 

E 4 feut 
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(ent into Beveriy a flup named the Contdirdf Jametl/swrki 
mafter» from Greenock in Scotland bound to Bofton. Stm 
has on board dry goods and coafab to llie value of threQ thoii« 
£md fix hundred and fix pounds, nine ibiUsngs and ibrcn* 
pence fterling, (hipped by Crawford, Anderfon,. and Cou atid 
eonfigned to James Anderfon, nierehant in Bofton* It is 
mentioned in the letters found on board, that this cargo watf 
for the ufe of the. army : but, on a ftri^ examination, I find H 
it really the property of the (hippery and the perfon to whom 
eonfigned.— -Pray what is to be done with this fhip and 
cargo ? and what with the brigantine which brought the milN 
tary ftpre^ ?-^It was agreed* in th^ conference laft OQohcr^ 
<< M^/ ali wffUs imphyed merely as tranfports^ andun^rmtd^ 
Wth their erfws^ befit at liberty^ ufen giving fiaarity ta return 
to Europe ; but tiat this indulgence be not e^f tended longer ik^m 
till the firji, ff Jpril netet^ In the flijppers' letter,, they 
inention ; '^ you muft procure a c^ificate from ^e gen<^^ 
and admiralj.pf the Concprd's being jn the government fi^r^ 
vice, fuch ^1 the Glafgow packet broi^ht with her, whicl^ 
ivas pf great f^prvic^, procured a liberty to arm her, wl^cl^ 
was refufcd tts ; a)fo g^vp her a piefi^rence.fpr (ome recmita 
^lat went put }n. her." In another pa|t of the letter, th^ 
(ay : '' Captain (#p\vrie will deliver you ^e f^onfrad for tbo 

' foals : we gavf ,i(, to him, as it perl)aps Qii|;ht be of ufe^ a^ 
^certi^cate of his fhip being employ^ in tbe-gpyerDmcpit 
fcrvice.** Every l^tt^r on bpard breathes nothing but en^ 
jnity to this couniry .; «ind a v^ft number of them there arc, . 
. |t IB fom^ ucnf fioipe J recpqciipendpd to the Co^grf^ft thaj; 
they would' inftitute a court for .the trjal of prixe^ mf 4^ by 
the continentaj ahracd veffels j which I hope they have er^ 
po\y taken info fhcir ponfidefation ; otherwjfe I fhpuld agaiij 
fake thf liberty pf urging it in the moft prefling mannpr/ 
The cgndud of a gre^t nuii^be?" pf the Connc(54Gut troops 

< ^s laid pp ui?der the neceffify pf palling in a body of thQ 
pailitia much fopner tha^i I apprehended there woujd |)e Zt}^ 
f^c^Q^ fpf fiiph z, |lej), ^ J yy^s ^frai4 fprji?. t\m^ ^PJ^Ji 
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^bef wouM incline to go home when the time of their enlift- 
inent expired. I called upon the officers of the feveral regi- 
TDctHBf to kno\^ >vhedier they could prevail on the men to 
remain until the firft of January, or till a fufficient nun\ber 
of other forces could be raifed to fupply tHeir place. I fup- 
pok they were deceived thcmfclves : I kiipw thay deceived 
mt by aflurances that I need be under no apprehenfion on 
riiat fcore, for the men would not leave the lines, Laft friir 
^y Shewed how ipnch diey were miftaken, as the major 
part of the troops of &at colony were going away with their 
arms and ammunition* We have however, by thre^ats, per- 
fuafion, and the activity of the people of the country who 
lent back many of diem that had fet out, prevailed upon 
the moH part to ftay. Thcr^P are abopt ei|;hty of them miC* 

1 have called in three thoufand men from this province ; 
and general Sullivan, who lately returned from the provmcerf 
iMew-Hampihire, havmg informed me that a number of men 
wcgne there ready at the fliorteft notice, I have demanded two 
4K>^nd from that province, Thefe two bodies, I expeft, 
vviU be in by the tenth inftant, to tnake up the deficiency ot 
iht Connefticut-men whom I have promifed to difmifs oii 
that day, as well as the numbers to whom I was obliged to 
grant, furloughs before any would enlifl.— As the fame 
^efeSion is much to be apprehended when the time of 
<be JVJaffachuletts-Bay, New*Hampftiire, and Rhode-Ifland 
forces iy5 e^pifgd, I bpg jjie attentioii of Congrefs to this im-*'- 
portaDt affair, 

', I am informed diat it has been the cuftom of thefe provipces 
in the laft war, for the leglflative power to order eveiy town 
to provide a certain quota of men for the campaign. This or 
fome other mode ihould be at prefent adopted, as I am fatif- 
^cd the m«p jqannot b^ had without. This the Congrefs 
9Sfill pleafe to take into their immediate conlkieration. My fuf- 
pipioftS pji tljds head I fl^ali aifo communicate t,d the governors 

TrumbuB 
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TnimbmQ and Coikt, alfo to ihfi^ New^H^mpibire eenren* 

The finmlier enlified in the hft ^eek a^ about thirteen 
Kundrcd men* By t^is you £ee boW: ilow this knportaot 
work, goes on. # * , ♦ 

An exprefs ia juft coine in from general Scbnyien ^idi 
Ittt;^ir» from €ok>nel Arnold and general Montgomery, co* 
fits of which I have the honor to indofe you. Upon the 
•mhcAcr 1 thmk affairs carry a pleailng^afpedi m that quarten. 
Th&rtdudibn of Qndbec is an objefihoi' fnch great import^ 
aocjc, tliat I doubt not the Congrefs wiU give every affiflance 
m their power for die acccmipHihxag it this winter. 

By the bfl accounts from the armed fchooners fent to the 
JTTer St. Laurence^ I fea** we hare but Httk to exped: from 
them: they were falling fhort of provifion, and mention 
that iBey would be obliged to return ; which at this time is 
particularly unfortnrtate, asy if they chofe a proper ftatioti^ 
att Am neflets coming down that riyer muft fall 'into their 
bands. The piagoe, troublct and vexation I have had with 
dw crews of all the armed veflels, is inexpreffibk. I do be* 
lic^FC diere i» not on earth a more dUbrderly fct :— every 
iBse dtey ccftne into port^ we ?iear of nothing bat mutinous 
complafnts. Manly ^s fuccefs lias lately, and but lately^ 
i|u»eted his peoplcr The crews of the Wafhington and Har- 
tifon have adually dcferted them ; fo that I have been under 
|he ncceflity of ordering the agent to ky the latter wp, ^tiA 
get hands for the other oa the beft terms he could. 

The houfe of reprefentatives and the honorable board hive 
fcnt me a vote of theirs relative to the harbor of Capc--Cbd, 
which you have herewith- I fliall fend an officer thithei^ to 
examine what can be done for its defence, though I do not 
tiiink I ihall he able to give them fuch affijftance as may be 
requifitfe ; for I have, at prefent neither men, powder, nor 
c^annon to fpare. The great want of powder is what die at- 
lentioj^ of Coagrefs fliould be particularly, applied to. I 
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^Cnot, attempt anything ofFenfive, let the temptatlpn or 
advsimtagebe ev^ fo great, as I have, not more of thsit moft 
cffenual article, than will be abfqlutcly rjeceffary to defend 
our hne8, ihould the enemy attempt t* attack tbem. 

By recent information from Bofton, geners^ How<; is go« 
ing to fend out a number of the inhabitants, in order, it i» 
thought, to make more room for his expe<Slcd reinforce- 
inents. There is one part of the information I can har<fif 
give credit to :— a failor fays that a jd umber pf thpie com^ 
ing ^nt have been inoculated, with defigji of fpreading the 
imalUpox though this country and camp. I have commu-* 
nicated this to the general court ; and recommended tlieir at- 
tention dteieto. 

They are arming one of Ae tranfports in Boftop, with 
which they mean to decoy fome of our armed veflels. A* 
"we are apprifed ^of, their defign, I hope they will be difap* 
pointed. .,'.,. 

My beft refpefts wait on th^ gentlemeji in Congrefs, and 
I am, fir, yonr moft humble, &c. , C. W. 

P. S. I wa« miilinformed when I mentioned that one regi- 
ment had arrived at Bofton : a few companies of the feven- 
teenth and artillery are all that are yet come.— Near three 
hundred pcrfon$ are landed on Foint-Shirley from Boilon. 



Sir, Cambridge y Decern^, 7, 1775. 

I WROTE you, the fourth inftant, by exprefs, to 
^hich \ beg you will be Tc&rrcd* My fears, that Brpuglitoa. 
md Sillman would not gSc& any good purpofe, were too 
well founded. They arc returned, and brought with them 
three of the principal inbai^itants from the iflaad of St.^ 
John's, * * * They brou^ tlie ^vernor's commiffiox}, 
the province fcal, &c, &c. As the paptains adled without 
any warrant for fuch conduA, I have thought it but juftice to 
difcharge thefe gentleman, whofe femiii^s were left in the ut- 
moftdiftrcfs. 
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I am credibly informed Aat James Anderfony the coii* 
Cgncc and part owner of the fhip Conconi and cargo, is *not 
only unfriendly to American liberty, btk aftually in arms 
sigaxnft us,— being captain of the Scotch company at Bofton* 
Whether your being acquainted with this circumftance, or 
not, will operate againft the TciTel and cargo, I wHI not take 
Upon me to fay: but there are many articles on board, fo ab-^ 
folutdy ncceffary for the army, that, whether fhe is made a 
prize or not, we mufl have them» 

I have the boljor to be, &c^ G. W, 



Sir, Cambridge^ Decemh. II, 1775. 

♦ ♦ ♦ The numbers cnliflcd lafl: weelc are men. 

If they go on at this flow rate, it will be a long time 
before this army is complete. I have wrote to the governors 
of Connecticut and Rl>ode->Ifland, alfo to the convention of 
New-Hamp(hir^, 6n this fubjeft. A copy of my letter to 
them I have the honor to inclofe herewith. A letter to 
fame'purport I fent to the legiflature of thii province. 

The militia are coming in faft. I am much pl^eafed with' 
the alacrity which the good people of this province, as well 
as thofe of New-Hamplhire, have fhewn upon tliis occafion^ 
I expe£t the whole will be in this4ay and to-morrow, when 
what remains of the Connefticut \troops]y who have Qot 
cnlifted, will have liberty to go to their fire-fides. 

The commiflary-gcneral is ftill by his indifpofition detain-^ 
cd from camp. He committed an errof, when making out 
the ration-lift; for he was then ferving out (and h*^ conv 
tinned fo to do) fix ounces per man per week of butter^ 
though it is not included in the lift approved of by Gongrefs. I 
do not think it would be expedient to put a flop thereto ; as 
every thing, that would have a tendency to* give thi: fplienr' 
room for complaint, muft be avoided. 

The information I received that the enemy intended fpread- 

ing. 
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ing the fmall-pox amongft us^ I could not fuppofe them ca- 
pable of.^ — ^I now muft give fiwne credit to it, as it has made 
its appearance on feveral of thofe who lafl came out of fiof- 
ton. — ^Evcry neceffary precaution has been taken to prevent 
its being communicated to this army | and the general court 
will take care that it does not Spread through the country* 

1 have not lieard that any more troops are arrived at Bof- 
ton; which is a lucky circumftance, as the Connedicut 
troops, I now find, are for the moft part gone off.— Th^ 
houfes in Bofton are leflening every "day : they are pulled 
down, either for fire-wood, or to prevent the effefts of fire, 
Ihould we attempt a bombardment or an attack upon the town. 
-r-Coble-hill is ftrongly fortified, without any interruption 
itom the enemy. ♦ * ♦ This is what at prefent occurs, 
from, fir, your moft obedient, &c« G. W. 

P. S. The weekly returns of enllftments not being yet re- 
ceived for more than ten regiments, amounting to feven hun- 
dred and twenty- five men, I cannot fill up the blank in this 
letter : but this, added to the former, makes in the whole 
five thoufand two hundred and fifty-three. 



Sir, Cambridge^ Decemi. 14, 1775. 

I Received your favor of the fecond inftant, with 
the feveral refolves of Congrcfs therein inclofed. — The re- 
folves relative to captures made by continental armed veflels 
only want a court eftablilhed for trial, to make them com- 
plete. This, I hope, will be foon done, as I have taken the 
liberty to urge it often to the Congrefs. 

I am fomewhat at a lofs to know whether I am to raiie 
the two batalHons of marines here, or not. As the delay can be 
attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a fardier 
explanation from Congrefs, before I take any fteps therein. 

I am much pleafed that the money will be forwarded with 
all pofiible expedition, as it is much wanting; alfo that 
ConoUy and his aflbciates are taken. It has been a very for-« 
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tunate difcpvcry. I make no doubt but that the Congrefs will 
take every ncceflary meafure tp difpoflcfs lord Dunmore of 
his hold in Virginia: the fooner fteps* are taken for that 
purpofc, the more probability there will be of their being 
cflfeanal. ♦ * * * 

1 will make application to general Howe, and propofe an 
exchange for Mr. Ethan Allen, I am much afraid 1 fhall have 
2 like propofal to make for captain Maitindale of the armed 
Krigantine Wafhington, and his men, who, it is reported^ 
was taken a few days paft by a man-of-war, and carried into 
Bolton.— We cannot expcfl to be always fuccefsful. 

You will doubtlefs hear of the barbarity of captain Wal* 
lace on Conanicut ifland, ere this reaches your hands^ 

About a hundred and fifty more of the pocir inhabrtant$ 
are come out of Bofton. The fraall-pox rages all over the 
town : fuch of the military as had it not before are now un» 
der inoculation. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of defence 
they are ufing againft us* What confirms yne i^ this opi- 
nion, is, that I have information that they are tearing up the 
pavement, to be provided againft a bombardment, 

I wrote you this day by Meflrs. Fennel and De Pliarnc, 
who will lay before the Congrefs> or a committee thereof^ 
propofals for furnifliing the continent with arms and ammu- 
nition. I refer you to themfelves for further particulars. , 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W* 



Chelfca, Dicemb. l6, 1775* 

OBSERVATION^ OF THE DAY. 

liAST evening, eight men came in a boat from Bof- 
ton, to our guard at the ferry,— fix of them captains of vcf* 
fds. — They brou^^t the foll9wing account : 

Ycfterd^y^ one large mortar was carried over to Bunker'a 
hill :— the troops filling water, carrying it On board the 
iranfports : — piovifions fcarce,— not more than fuflicient for 
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fijc weeks. One regiment of foot, and thxee companies of the 
light liorfe^ fail for Halifax this day. 

DorcheJUr^ Decemttr i6, 1775* 
Sailed out of Bofton harbor this morning, eight large aaA 
two finail vcflels, taken to be tenders ;— bj their firings ap- 
peared to be going a voyage out to fea. 

Mr« Joihua Pico came laft night from Boftoa* He can- 
inns the information that the regiment of foot, and feoK 
compaxues of light liorfe, were preparing to embark for Ha- 
lifax. 

Sir, Cambridge f Dtctmb. 1 6, 1 7 75* 

THE infprmation, contained in the above, cx>nung £> 
manj difierent ways, corroborated by feveral veffels iiaving 
failed this day from Bofton*— I thotight it my duty to iranf- 
mit it to you* Though Hsdifax is the place given out for 
their deftiaatioa, it is poiEble they may be bound elfewhere. 
I (ball communicate this intelligence to governors Cooke 
and TrumbuU, and to the convention of New- York, for. 
their govermnent. 

I remain^ fir, your moft obedient, &c - G. W. 



Sir, Cambridge^ Dec€mh^ ICj^ ^115* 

CAPTAIN Manly, of the Lee armed fchoor.er, took 
and fent into Beverly the floop Betfey, A. Atkinfon maften 
She is an armed veflel, difpatched by lord Dunmore, with 
Indian com, potatoes, and oats, for the army in Boflon. The 
packets of letters found on board, I have the honor to fend 
you with this by captain James Chambers, they being of fo 
much importance, that I do not think it would be prudent to 
truft them by a common exprefs. 

As lord Dunmore's fchemes are fully laid open in thefe 

letters, I need not point out to the Congrefs the neceflity there 

is of a vigorous exertion being adopted by them, to difpof-c 

& . fcfs 
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lefs hk lordfliip of the ftroog hold he has got in Virgima.^-^ 
I do not mean to dilate : but I am fure they will pardon 
me for giving them freely my opinion, M^hich is» that the 
fate of America a good deal depends on his being obliged to 
evacuate Norfolk this winter, or not. 

1 have Kirkland well fecnred, and think I wilt fend him 
to you for examination. By.moft of the letters relative to 
him, he is a dangerous fellow. John Stewart's letters and 
papevs are of a very intercfting nature. Governoir Tpnyn'a 
and many other letters from Auguftine (hew the weaknefs 
of the place i at the fame time, of what vail confetjuence it 
would be for us to poflefs ;Ourfehes of it, and the great 
quantity of ammunition contained in the forts. — ^Indeed thefe 
papers are of fo great confequcnce, that I think this but 
iittle inferior to any prize our famous Manly has taken. 

We now work at our eafe on Leechmore's hill. On dif- 
covering our party there yefterday morning, the (hip which 
lay oppofitc began a cannonade, to which Mount Horam 
added fome lliells.— One of our men was wounded.— We 
fired a few (hot from two eighteen-pounders which arc 
placed on Coble-hill, and foon obliged the (hip to fhift her 
ftation. She now lies in the ferry-way : and, except a few 
fliells from the mount in Bofton (which do no execution), 
we have no interruption in profecuting our works, which will 
in a very Ihort time be completed. When that is done,-^— 
when we have powder to fport with, — ^I think, if the Con- 
grefs refolve on the execution of the propofal made relative 
to the town of Bofton, it can be done. 

I have fent a letter in this day to general Howe, of which 
at copy goes herewith. My reafon for pointing out brigadier- 
general Prefcot as the objeft who is to fufFer Mr. Allen's 
fate, is, that, by letters from general Schuyler, and copies of 
letters from general Montgomery to Schuyler, I am given to 
nnderftand that Prefcot Is the caufe of Allen's fufierings.^— 
I thought it beft to be decifive on the occafioU) as did the 
generals whom I confultcd thereon. 
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The returns ct men enUfted fince my lad aincrtiht to sfbcmt 
eighteen hundred^ maktng in the whole feten thoafand on^ 
hundred and forty. The militia that are eoroe in, both 
from this province ani New-Hamp{hire^ are very gne-lQok-- 
kig men> and go trough their duty with great sdacrity; 
The difpfttch madej both by the people in marching and b)^ 
the legiflative powers in complying with my requilition, hag 
given me infinite fatisfa^ion.^ 

Tour letter of the eighth inftant, with the explanatory re- 
folve refpeding my calling £bnh the militia and minute- 
men, is come to hand ; to which* I (hall pay all due attent- 
tion. Tou have removed sdl the difficulties which I labored 
under, about the two bataltions of marines. I fliall obey 
the orders of Congrefs in looking out for proper officers to 
ccmmiand that corpsi — I make no doubt but, when thp 
money arrives to pay oflF the arrears and t^ month's ad^ 
vance, that it will be a great encouragement for the men toi 
cadift. 

laclofed is a letter I lately received from Mr. James 
Lovdi. His cafe is truly pitiable. I wiih fome mode could 
be fallen upon to relieve him from the cruel iituation he is 
now in. — ^I am fenfible of the impropriety of exchanging a 
foldier for a citizen : but there is fomething fo cruelly di£- 
treffing in regard to this gentleman, that I dare fay you will 
take it under your confideration. 

I am, with great refpedl, &c. G. W^ 



Sntf Cambridge^ Dee^ 25, 1775. 

I HAD the honor to addrefs myfctf to you on the 
nineteenth inftant,iince which I have received undoubted in- 
Ibrmadon that the genuine inftru£Uons given to Gonolly 
•have not reached your hands ; that they are very artfully 
concealed in the tree of his faddle, and covered vtdth canvas 
lb nicely that they are fcarcely difcemible ; that thofe which 
\ found upon him were intended ta deqeif^ if he was 
Vol* L F caught. 
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caught — yptt will ifioft certainly have his faddlc taken to 
pieces, in order to'difcover this deep-laid plot. . -, . ..-^ 
. Inclofed is a copy of general HtfWe's letter in anfwer;.t0 
the oi)e I wrote him the eighteenth iAftant. :t The c<?n4¥<3:,I 
am to obfcive to\¥ards brigadier Prefcot in confqquence of 
thefe letters^ tlie Congrefs willroblige ine by determining f^r 
me. / . *' , . , ... 

The gentlemen by whom you knt the money dre arrivied^ 
The fum they brought, though large,* janot fuflfcifint to an- 
fwer the demands of the arnay^ which at this time are reh 
markaUy heavy s^duere is three month/. pay due, one month's 
advance, two dollars for each bhinket»r— the arms, that are 
left by.thofe who are difiniflTed, to J)et:paid for,— befidcs the 
demands wluch are on the eommilTary and quarter-^mafttr 
^generals. You will therefore fee the ncceffity of another 
Remittance, which I beg may be as fpcm as you conveniently 
can. ' . , . 

I will take the opportunity of the return of thefe gentle- 
men, to iend c<doneI Kirkland to you for examination^ ;and 
that you may difpofe of him as to you may feem proper. 

A comtnittee from the general court of this province call- 
ed on me the other day, informing me that they were in 
great want of ordnance for the defence of the colony i th^t, 
if what belonged to them, now in ufe here, was kept for jhe 
continent, they would be under the neceffity of providing 
themfelves with others : of courftf what is kept ipu{| be paid 
for. There are many of the cannon of very little ufe : fuch 
of them as are good, I cannot at prefent part with : perhaps 
when! receive the fupply from New- York and Caaada, it 
may be in my power to fpare them. 

Mr. Wadfworth has fent in his report refpefting Cape- ' 
Cod harbor, a copy of which you will receive herewith; 
alfo a letter from a. Mr. Jacob Bailey, put into my hands by 
^colonel Litde. It contains fome things that may not be un* 
worthy the ponfideration of Congrefs. 

We havi? inade gqod progrefs in the works oh L^ecb- 
more's point. They would have been finiihed ere this^ but 
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tor the feverity of the weather, which prevents our people 
from working. 

I received a letter from governor Cooke^ which exprcfles 
the fears of the people of Rhode-Ifland, icQ. the (hips^ which 
we had information were failed with fome troops on board, 
were deftined lor Newport; I fent inajor-generai Lee tiiere^ 
to pcunt ouc to them fuch defenci; as he may think tlie place 
capable of. I iincerely wifli he may be able to do it with 
effed, as that place» in its prefent ftate, is an afylum for 
fuch as are difafiefled to Ameriean liberty. 

Our returns of enliftmonts, to this. 4siy> amount to eight 
Ihoufand five hundred men* 

I have the honor to be, itc* G. W* 

P. S. Inclofed is an eftimate of (kc dcAztiis of the army. 



Sir, CamiriJge, Dec. ji, tji$* 

I WROt* E to yoii tke twcnty*.fifth inftantj fincci 
%luch I am not honpred^with any of your favors. The ef- 
tiiaate I theii inclofe^ you was calculated to pay the troops^ 
^1 itp fo the firft of January. That cannot be done fpr 
want of funds in the paymaftcr-gcneral^s Kaiids; which 
caufes ^'gr^t muop^ring amongft thofe who $re going off. 
*-Thc monthly cxpq^fes of thia^ ariny amount to near twd 
hundred and fWcnty-five thoufand doUars^ which I take thd 
liberty of tecdmniending ito the obfervation of Congrcfs^ 
that their future reinittances may be governed thereby. 

It ibBittime$ hs^pipens that perfons would wifii to depofit 
tooney in the hands of the paymafter-genet^, for his bills od 
the tr^aifitty at Philadeli^ia. . , Hq hs^ hitherto declined fucH 
differs, not having authority, from Congisefs to draw. — Would 
it not, be proper to.f^ejhis power? — if k (hould be ap^ 
PtfiHced ofj ^Qu will pkafc to point out the mode that the 
Ca^^ie6 w^uld ^\m(t to have it done in. 
I The ;plothii]^ Jknt t^ kk^ quacter-ms^flSer-^neral is not 
fufEdent to put half our army into regimentals 5 nqr is thero 
tpoffifiBkfx^f fcttinf^ mSf qtAn^y: h«f<u l.lsmc wrote to 
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general Schuyler, that I wifli what was lodged at Albany 
could be fpared for thefc troops^ as general Morttgciftery 
would clothe the men under his command at Montreal. If 
tills can be done, it will be of infinite fervice ; and no timt 
Ihbttld be loft in forwarding them to this camp. 

In forming the rcgimeftts for the new eftaUifhment, T 
thought it but juftice to appoint th^ officers, detached under 
colonel Arnold, to commiflTion^ in tbem. Their abfcncc at 
prefcnt is of very ^reat detriment to the fervice, efpceiaHy 
in recruiting : I Would therefore wife, if the Congrefs ititetid 
raifihg troops in 6r for Canada, that they could be taken in 
there. The fooner I have their bplnion of this matter, the 
better, that, if they can be coAimiffioned in C^mada, I tnay 
ip'poliit officers here to f6f>lacc them. 

Inclofed you have a copy 4)f a reprefentation fent me to by 
th,e legiflative,.body pf . this province, refpeiling four comjpa- 
nies %ati6tied at Braintree, Weymouth, and Hingham. As 
Arey Were neVer regimented, mi Wti^ deitig duty at a dif-^ 
tance rom the reft c(t the armjr^Icflailbt luid^ %liic^ir t9 
eonfider them as a part of it $ not do 1 iHfAhk^yitU fti^tbo^ 
i^fed t6 direa payhlent for theih wiAoilt tht 2^r0baKk)a ^ 
Congrefs. ' . . V ; . 

* It has been rc^refented to metMat ibt irtd iftgtops iwfed 
have ferved'in this arm^y are very niuth ^flati^ed at Wing 
difcarded. As ft is to be apprehended that they may ieeH 
Employ in the minlfterial army, \ iave j^fuinea td fie^Shrt 
from the refolutiofi tefpeftin^ them, and have ghreli^ence 
for their being enHfted. If ihh'h difk^^^^^* of fty Cba- 
grefs, I Will puta'ftoptb'it. 

* ♦ ♦ Intttfttfenw»kthat*hctHiy^the«ifeflfit«i* 
gineers is (b very fmall, that Wfef^ ctonot expeA ' fturft <i£ 
fcience will cngageih it. ThoTe 'gimtknMO» who sufe ^ 
fiiatHation, remained tinder th6 ^Itp^Aatioti tbbt iitt adlii-^ 
tional allowance would be madptikeln iff the kfpe^ve.pro^ 
irlncc^ in Whidi ^cy Mfere ^okOci^ to tbat allotiwi iiy ^thr 
Congrefs. . * • 

Qaptain Ffteiiuft «»iviA dilt ^ it mq| fsmtGnMi^ 
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Qe left Quebec the tweuty-fourth ultiino, in confequence of 
g^cral Carlcton's proclamation which I have the honor to 
fend jon herewith. He fiiwc olonel Arnold, the twenty- 
Cxth) and fays that he was joined at Point-^trcmble by ge- 
neral Montgomery, the firft inftant^— that they were about 
two thoufand ftrongj and were making every preparation 
fi>r attacking Qjiisbec }— that gen^cral Carleton had with 
Um about twelve hundred men, the majority of whom 
arc failors j-«4hat it w^s his opinion the French would give 
up the place if they get the fame conditions granted to the 
inhabitants of Montreal. * * * 

Captains Semple and Harbefon take under their care. 
Mr. Kirkland. *- * * Captain Mathews and Mr./Robinfon 
infill accompany them. The two latter were taken prifoners 
by lord Dunmore, who was fending them to Boftpn, from 
irhence there is little doubt but they would be forwarded to 
England, to which place I am credibly informed captain 
ftJCartindale and the crew of the Wafliington are fent ; alfo 
colonel Allen, and the prifoners taken with him in^Canada. 
This may account for general Howe's filence on the fubje<Sl 
pf an exchange of prifoners mentioned in my letter to him. 

General Lee is juft returned fiom his excurfion to Rhode* 
liland : —he has. pointed out the beft method the ifland would, 
admit of for its defence :— he has endeavored all in his power 
to make friends of thofe that were our enemies. You have, 
inclofed, a fpecimeji of his abilities in that vvay, for your 
perufaL I am of opinion that, if the fame plan was purfiied 
^ough eircry province, it would have a very good effe£l, 

I hav^ long had it on my mind to mention to Congrefif 
that frequent applications had been made to me refpe(f3:ing 
the chaplains* pay, which is too fmall to encourage men of 
abiUties* Some of them, who have left- their flocks, are 
pbliged tp pay the parfon a£^ing for them more than they 
ycceive-. I nejed not point out the great utility of gentlemen 
wj^ofe Uyes and coaverfation are unexceptionable, being em- 
f}iOf€ji for that fervice in this army. There are two ways 
ff ;n^ing it worth the attention of 'fuch : one is sen ad- 
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van^cment of their payj the other, that one chaj)lam bo 
appointed to two regiments. Thi§ laft, I think) may bo 
done without inconvenience. — I beg leave to recommend 
this matter to Congrefs^ whofe fen timents hereon I ihaU im-s' 
patiently expeft. 

Upon a farther ponverfetion with captain Freeman, he it 
of opinion that general Montgomery hai with him near 
fhree tho^f^nd ni^n. Including colonel Arnold's. He feyt 
that lord Pitt had received repeated orders from his father 
to' return home } in confequence of which, he had embark- 
ed, fome time in Odlober, with a captain Green who was 
inafter of a veiTel belonging to Philadelphia. 

By a number of falutes in Bofton harbor yefterday, I fancy 
admiral Shuldham i^ arrived, — Two large {hips were feen 
coming in. 

Our enliftments now amount to nine thpufand fix hundred 
and fifty. 

Thofe gentlemen, who were made prifdners by lord Dun- 
more, being left de(titut6 of money and necefTaxies, I have 
advanced them a hundred pounds lawful money belonging 
to the public, for which I have taken captain Mathews's 
draught on the treafury of Virginia, which goes ipclofed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S^ You h^ve, inclofed, the returns of the army. 



SiRji Cambridge^ January 4, i^/^* 

SJNCE my laft of the thirty-firft ultimo, I have been 

honored with your favor of the twenty-fecond, inclofmg 

fundry yefolves, which (hall, in matters thej refpefl:, b^ 

piade the rul^ of n^y conduft. 

The refolutlon relative to the troops in Bofton, I beg the 

favor of you, fir, to aflure Congrefs, fliall be attempted to be 

put in execution the firft moment I fee a probability of fuc-? 

cefs, and in fuqh a way as ^ council of officers (hall think 

mod likely to produce it 4 but if this (hould not happefl a» 

fppi^'a? you paay cxpe£l ojr my wi(hes prompt to^^ I r^eft 
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that Congrefs will be picafed to advert to my fituation, and 
do me the jaftice to believe, that circumftancesy and not 
want of inclination, are tlie caufe of delay. 

It is not in the pages of hiftory perhaps to furnifh a cafe 
like ours: — to maintain a poft within muikci-fliot of the 
enemy, for fix months together, without * . , and at the 
fame time to di{band one army, and recruit another, witbia 
that diftance of twenty-odd Britifli regiments, — is more, pro* 
bably, than ever was attempted. But if we fuccced as well, 
in the laft, as we ha^e heretofore in the firft, I fliall think 
it the molt fortunate event of tny whole life. 

By a very irttelligent gentleman, a Mr. Hutchinfon fron^ 
Bofton, I learn, that it was admiral Shuldham that came 
into the harbor on faturday laft ;-^ that two of the five regi- 
ments from Cork are arrived at Halifax ; — two others have 
failed for Quebec ; but wliat was become of them, could 
not be told :--and the other (the fifty^fifth). has juft got 
into Bofton. Certain it is alfo, that the greateft part of the 
feventeenth regiment is arrived there. Whether we are to 
conclude from hence that more than five regiments have been 
fent out, or that the companies of the feventeenth, arrived 
at Bofton, are part of the regiments deftined for Halifax and 
Quebec, I know not. 

We. alfo learn from this gentleman and others, that the 
troops, embarked for Halifax (as mentioned in my letter of 
the fixteenth) were really defigned for that place, but recall- 
ed from Nantafket road, upon advice being received of the 
above reginiients there. I am alfo informed of a fleet now 
getting ready under the convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey 
men-of-war,— confiftihg of five tranfportaand two bomb vef- 
fels, with about three hundred marines, and feveral flat-bot-^ 
tomcd. boats. It is whifpered that they ar^ defigned. for 
Newport, but generally thought in Bofton that it is meant 
for Long-Iiland : and it is probable it will be CoUowed by 

* Left blank in the ong'tTial to guard arainjl the danger ttf 
mifarnage* — Read, " widiout powder.'* 
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more jtro.op9, as the other tranfports are taj^ing in water# 
—to lie, as others fay, in Nantafkct road^ to be out of the 
ice. A largie quax^tity of l^tfcuit is alfo baUng. 

As the re^l defign ^annot with certainty be known^ % 
{iibmit ipp ^Jt^ ^W due deference, to the fuperipr judgment 
of Congrefsy whether it would nqt bp confident with pru? 
,dence to ha?e feme of the Jerfey trpops thrown intp Ncw- 
Yor}^^ tq prevenjt an e^ril^ which would be almoft irremediar 
)>le, fhouU ft i^appen^-i-I n^ean, the lapding qf trpops at 
;that pla|ce^ or upon |^onjg-Ifland p^ear it. 

As it is ppfi^ble you nu^y not yet haye receive4 his mar 
jcfty^s ^* mji grqcioui^^ fpeech, I dp myfelf t))|^.hpfior tp in-r 
clofe one pi m^ny, which werf: fent put of Bofto^ yeftercbff 
It is full of ^ ^ t, an/d c^tpJicitly hc^ds fpfth his rpyal wilj 
to bei that .vigorous ineafures fnuft b^ purfued, to deprive 
us of our f f *• Thefc pxcafures, w^ateyier they be, I 
hope will be oppofed by more vigorous ones, and rendered 
tinavailsTig ;^nd fruitlefs, though fand^ipned and authorifed by 
the name of m^jefty, — a name, wjiich ought tp prpmote the 
^ieifings of his people, an/d not their pppr^i&pfx, 

1 am. Sir, grc. - ' Q. W, 



Sl^^ Cambfidge^ Jan. U, 1776. 

EyER^ feiiCcpunt I have out of Boftpn confirms the 
^embarkation of trpops mentioned in my laft, which, from the 
fisafon of the ye^ ind other qricumftances, mjuft bje deftine4 
for fomc eitpedition tp ^e fouthward of this. I have ffaere* 
foie thought it pnicjent to (end ipa^prrgeneral Lee to New- 
York. I have giv^n him letters recofnmendatory to go* 
vernpr Trumbull, and tp the pommi^fce pf fafc^y at New- 
York- I hayp good hopes that \n Connejfticut he wiH get 
many volunteers^ ^ho (I have fpme reafon to think) will aC- 
pompany him on this expedition, without |npre expcnfe to 
the pontiijfpt ^han their maintpnance* 3ut iho»ld it be 
gthcrwife, wd that they j^ul4 cxpcja p ay^ I tbiplc it is a 
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trifling confideration^ when put in cpmpetition with the im* 
portance of thp objedl, which is to put the' city of New- 
York, with fuch part$ of the North river and L(mg Jiland 
as to him ihall feem proper, in that ftate of defence, which 
die feafon of the year and circumftances will admit of,— fo 
as, if poiSble, to prevent the enemy from forming a lodge- 
piem in that government, which, J am afraid, contains too 
inany perfoas difafieAed to the caofe of liberty and Ame^ 
rica. I have alfo wrote to lord Stirling to give him all the 
jiUfiftance ^h^t he can with the troops under his command 
in the continental fervice, provided it does not interfere with 
imy orders he may receive from Congrefs relative^td' them. 

I hope the Congireis will approve of my coniuik in fend*- 
i^S general Lee upon this expedition :~I am fure I meail 
|t wjell \ as experience teaches us that it is .m\|ch eafier to 
prevent an enemy from polling thcmfejves, than k is to dif- 
lodge them after they have got poffeiBon. 

The evening of the eighth inftant, a party of our men, un^ 
fkt the command of major Khoulton, were ordered to ^o 
^md bi^m fome houfes which lay at thjc foot of Bunker's hill, 
^d at the head of Charleftown. They were alfo ordered to 
))ring oflF the guard, which, we expefted, confided of an of* 
ficer f^nd thirty men. They croifed the mill-dam about half 
jiftcr eight o'clock, and gallantly executed their bufmefs, — 
having burj\ed ejght boufes, and brought with them a fer^ 
geant and fo\ir privates of the tenth regiment. There wa$ 
but one fnan Wore there, who making fome refiftance, they 
were obliged to difpatch. The gun that killed him was the 
only one difcharged by our men, though feyeral hundred 
were fired by the enemy fmm within their works, but in fo 
ponfafed a manner, that not qne of our people was hurt. 

Our enliftments go on very heavily. 

I am, with great refpeft, &c. G, W. 
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Suit Cambridge^ Jan* 14, 1776, 

I AM exceedingly forry that I am under the neccfSty 
of applying to you, and calling the attention of Congrefs to 
the ftatc of our arms, which is truly alarming. Upon the 
diflblution of the old army, I was apprehenfive that the 
new would be deficient in this inftance : and, that the want 
might be as inconfiderablc as poffible, I gave it out in orders, 
that the arms of fuch men as did not re»enlift (or fuch of 
them as were good) (hould be retained at the prices which 
fliould be affiled by perfons appointed to infped and value 
them : and, that we might be fure of them, I added that there 
would be a ftoppage of pay for the months of November and 
December, from thofc who fliould carry their firelocks away 
without their being firft examined. I hoped, by thefij pre- 
cautions, to have procured a confiderable number : but, fir, 
I find with much concern, that, from the badne& of the 
arms, and the difobcdience of too many in bearing them off 
without a previous infpeftion, — very few were coliefl:ed» 
Neither are we to cxpe£l that many will be brought in by 
the new recruits, — tlje officers, who are out enlifting, having 
reported that few men who have arms will engage in the fer* 
vice ; and that they are under the difagreeable alternative of 
taking men without arms, or of getting none. Unhappy 
fituation, and much to be deplored ! — efpecially when wc 
have cv<*.ry reafon to convince us, thnt wc have to contend 
with ^ formidable army, well provided of every necefiary ) 
and that there will be a moft vigorous exertion of minifteo 
rial vengeance again ft us, as foon as they think themfelves 
in a condition for it. I !io|>e it ft in the power of Congrefs 
to afibrd us relief :.— if it is not, what mud, what can be 
done? 

Out treafury is almoft exhaufted, apd the demands agatnft 
it very confiderable. A conftant fupply of moneys to anfwer 
every daim and exigency, would much promote the good 
of the fcrvice. I:r the conimou affairs of life, it is ufeful; 
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In war, it is abfolutely neccflary and cflchtial. I would beg 
leave, too, to remind you of the tents, .and of their import- 
ance, — hoping that if an opportunity has offered, ^you have 
procured them. I fear that our army will not be railed to 
the new eftablifhment in any reafonable time, if ever : the 
enlifting goes oi> fo very flow, that it almoft feems at am 
end. 

Irt my letter of the fourth inftant, I wrote you that I had 
received certain intelligence from a Mr. Hutchinfou and 
others, that two of the five regiments from Cork were ar» 
rived at Halifax, one at Bofton, and the two others had fail- 
cd for Quebec, and had not been heard x)f . I am now aflured 
(as a matter to be relied on) by four captains of fliips, who 
}eft England about the feeond of November, and who ap«» . 
pear tq be men of veracity, that the whole of thefe regi- 
ments (except the two companies that arrived at Bofton 
fome time ago), when they failed, were at Milford Haven, 
where they had been obliged to put 5n, by a violent ftorm, 
the nineteenth of Oflober } that they would not be able to 
leave it for a confiderable time, as they were under the ne- 
ceflity of repairing their veflbls, and getting fome new ones 
taken up. — Such is the uncertainty and contradiftion in 
what I now hear, that it is not poflible to know what to 
believe or difbelieve. 

I wrote to the general court yefterday, and to the convcn- 
tion of Ncw-Hampfliire, immediately upon feeing the great 
deficiency in our arms,-r-praying that they would intereft 
thcmfelvcs in the matter, and furnifli me with all in their 
power. Whether I (hall get any, or what quantity, I cMi 
not determine, not having received their anfwers. — The 
ftme application will be made to the governments of Con* 
pcfticut and Rhode-Ifland. 

I do myfelf the honor to (bnd you fundry ncwfpapers I 
received from the above-mentioned captains, as they may be 
^ater than any you have feen, and contain fome intcrefting 
intelligence,-^! Jiavc t{\c honor to be^ &c% G. "W. 
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Sll., "' Cambridge^ Jan* 19, I77^«" 

TAKING it for granted that general Schuylct ha* 
not only informed you of the fall of the brave and much- 
to-be-lamented general Montgomery, but of the fituation of 
our affairs in Canada (as related by g^eral Woofter, colonel 
Arnold^ colonel Campbell, and others), I ihall not take up 
much more of your time on this fubje£i, than is neceflary to 
inclofe you a copy of his letter to me, with the refult there^^ 
on, as appears by the council of war, which I immediat^y 
fumn^ned on tlie occafion, and at which Mr. Adams, by ipy 
particular defire, was good enough to attend* 

It may appear (trange, fir, as I had not men to fpare from 
theie iiaes, that I (hould prefume (without firft fending to 
Congrefs, and obtaining an exprefs dire£^on} to recommend 
to the governments of Maflachufetts, Connedicut, and 
New-Hampfhire, to raile each a regimentj^ on the continentsd 
accouin, for this, fervice. I wi(h moft ardently that the ur- 
gency of tl\e cafe jvould have admitted of the delay. I wiflj 
alfo that the purport of general Schuyler's letter had not, 
unavoidably as it were, laid me under an indifpenfable obli*- 
gation to do it : — for having informed you in his letter (a 
copy of which he inclofed me) of bis dependence oxi this 
quarter, fpr men, I thought you might alfo have fome re^ 
liance on my exertions. This confideration, added to my 
fears of the faul confcquences of delay,--rto an information 
of your having defigned three thoufand men for Canada,-'— to a 
belief, founded chiefly on general Schuyler's letters, that few 
fMT none of them were raifed,— and to my apprehenfions for 
JVew-York, which led me to think that no troops could be 
fpared. from that quarter, — induced me to lofe not a mo- 
ment's time in throwing in a force there j being well af- 
fured that general Carleton will improve to the utijioft the 
advantages gained, leaving no artifices untried, to fix the 
Canadians and Inc^ians (who, we find, are too well difpofed 
^take part with the flrongeft) in his 4niereft. 

7 If 
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If thefe reafons are not fufficicnt to juftify my condudl 
in the opinion of Congrefs, — if the meafure contravenes 
toy refolution.of theirs, — they will picafe to coonterm^nd 
the levying and marching of the regiments as foon as pi[$ffi« 
We, and do me the juftice to believe, that my intejttlons 
were good, if my judgment has erred. • 

The Congrefs will pleafe alfo to^obferve, that the mca- 
Uxt of fupporting our pofts in Canada appeared of fuch ex- 
ceeding great importiince^ that the general officers {agree- 
ing with me in fenciment, and unwilling to hy any burdtir 
which can pofliUy be avoided, — althou^ k may txirti out 
an ill-timed piece of parfimony) have refolved that the three 
regiments for Canada (hall he part (^the diirt^en imiitia i«« 
gitnents which were requefted to reinforce ^it army,--*a»^p» 
pears by the minutesi of another council of war, held on the 
fixteenth inftant. I fltall (being muohhurried and fanned) 
add no more in this letter, than my ^ioty i» Congr^ and 
Aat I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 

P.'S. I inclofc you a copy of my letter to the govern- 
xnents of Maflachufetts, Connefticut, and Ncw-Hampfliiirc \ 
alfo a copy of a refolution of this colony, in anfwer to iiUft 
^^lication of mine for arms. 

Since writing the above, I have been informed by a mcf- 
fagd from the general court of MaiTachutetts, that thtf 
have refolved upon the raifing of a regiment for Canada^ 
and appointed the field oiEcers for it, in the wcftern parts 
of this government. I am alfo informed by exprefs from 
governor Trumbull, that he and his council of fafety had 
agreed upon the raifing of a regiment for the fame pur- 
pofe; which was anticipating niy application to that govern- 
ment. 

If commiffiahs (^nd they are applied for) are to be givea 
by Congrfefs to the three regiments going to ^lanada, yott 
will plcafc to have them forwarded, as I have none by mi 
lor &at putpofe. 

Sui, 
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Sir, Camhndgej Jan. 24, 1770* 

THE comniifiary-*general being at length [recoverecf}: 
from a long and painful illncfs^ I have it in my power t& 
<{omply With the reqwfition of Congrefe,, in. forwarding an, 
cftinyate of the expcnfe attending hi^ office, a« alfo th^ oF" 
thcquartcr-maftcr-gciieral* v T 

You wiU plcafc to obferve tjiat the connniflaiy, by hi^^f 
count of the matter^ has entered: ^ito no fpecial agreemeiP^. 
vich iHiy of the perfons he has found occafion to employ 
(us thefe, to whc^fe nan^s fums are annexed, are of thei^r 
^wn fl'xing), but left it to Congrefs to afcertain their wa^f*, 
L&alt fay nothing thei*efore on this head» farther than relates^ 
to the propofition of Mr. * • *, to be allowed one 
^ghth for his trouble and the delivery of the other feyiBt^; 
Eighths of 'provifionsy whith-to me appears c;xorbit^nt ia ih^: 
Crtiemc, however conformable it may. be. tQ cuftom a^pl 
tt&ge i I therefore think that rcafoijabl^ ftipend$ had better. 
£c fixed upon. Both the quarter*maftet and commiflary ge- 
nerals aflure me th^t they do not employ a fingle pcrfon uFe- 
lefsly : and as I have to6 good an opinion of them to thiuK 
they would deceive, me, I believe them, 
^I fhall take the li^rty, in this place, of recommending t^i* 
expediency, indeed the abfolute neccffity, of appointing fit 
apd proper perfons to fettle the accounts of this army. 1*6 
^p it with precifion, requires time, care, and attention : the 
Iqnger it is left undone, the more intricate they will be, the 
9iore liable to error, and. difficult to explain and reftify ;— as 
alfo the perfons in whofe hands they are (If difpofed to tak^ 
up^iie advantage) will be lefs fubje£t to dcte^tiofi. f have 
, been as'attentive as the nature of my" office would admit of,* 
^ granting warrants for n^ioney on the paymafter : fiut xl 
g'ould fee abfolutely impoffible for me to go into an examine 
^tjon of all the accounts incident to this army, and the 
vouchers appertaining to them, without devoting fo lafge i 
portion of my time to the bufinefs, as might not oftly prov^ 
8 injurious^ 
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uijurious, but fatal tQ it in other refpe£tsi This ought^ itt 
my humble opinion^ jto be the particular bufinefs of a fele£l; 
<»)mmittee of Coogrei^) or one appointed by them, when 
once in three months at fjiirtheft, fhould make a Settlement 
with the officers in the difFerent^departments. 

Having met with go encouragement from the governnwnts 
of Ma&chufetts and New-Hampihire» from my application 
for arm^ andexpe£ting no better f rom Connecticii t and Rhode-* 
liland, I havei as the lad exp^ient, fent one or two officeis 
from each regiment into the country, with money, to try if 
they can buy. In what manner they fucceed, Congrefs fliall 
. be informed as foon as they return* 

Congrefs, in my laft, would difcovcr, my n^otivcs for 
ftrengthening thefe lines with the militia : but whether, — ^as 
the weather turns out exceedingly mild, infomuch as to 
promife nothing favorable from icey^^-and no appearance of 
powder, — ^I fhall be able to attempt any thing decifive, time 
only can determine. No man upon eartli wiihes more ar- 
dently to deftroy the neft in Bofton, than I do: — no perfon 
would be willing to go greater lengths than I (hall, to acconv-. 
plifli it, if it Ihall be thought advifable. But if .we have- 
neither powder to bombard with, nor ice to pafs on, we 
(hall be in no better iituation than we have been in all the 
year :— we fliall be worfc, becaufe their works ar^ ftronger. 

I have accounts from Bofton, which I think may be re^ 
lied on, that general Clinton, with about four or five hun* 
dred men, hath left that place within thefe four days. 
Whether this is part of the detachment which was making 
up (a^ mentioned in my letter of the fourth inflant, and 
then at Nantaiket) or not, is not in my power to fay. If it 
is deigned for New- York or Long-Ifland as fome thinks 
throwing a body of troops there lyay prove a fortunate cir- 
cumftancc. If they go farther fouth agreeable to the con- 
jcftures of. others, I hope there will be men to receive 
them. , , 

Notwlthflanding the pofitive aflertions of the* four cap- 

' ' tains 



Digitized^y 



Google 



8o GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

tauis irom PortfinouAy noticed in mj letter of the four-* 
teenth) I am now conrinced from fereral corroborating ctr-!- 
cnmftanccs,— the accounts of defertersi and of a lieutenant 
Hi!l> of lord Percy's regiment, who left Ireland the fifth o£ 
November, and was taken by a privateer from Newbury- 
port,— Aat the feventeenth and fifty-fifth regiments arc ar- 
rived at Boflon, and other troops at Halifax, agreeable to the 
information of Hutchinfon and others. Lieutenant HiH 
fays that the tranfports of two regiments only were forced 
into Milford Haven. 

Congrcfs will think me a little remifs, I fear, when I in- 
form them that I have done nothing yet towards raifing the 
batallion of marines : but I h(^ to (land exculpated from 
blame, when they Jicar the reafon, which was, that alreadj 
having twenty-fix incomplete regiments, I thought it would 
be adding to an expenfe, already great, in officers, to fet 
two entire corps of officers on foot, when perhaps we Should 
not add ten men a week by it to our prefent numbers. In 
tiiis opinion the general officers have concurred, which in- 
duced mcf to fufpend ^e matter a little longer. — Our enl^- 
ments, for the two laft weeks, have not amounted to a ^a« 
fand men, and are diminifliing. The regiment for Canada 
(it is thought) will foon be filled, as the men are tochufe all 
but their field officers, who are appointed by the court. 

On funday evening, thirteen of the Caghnewaga Indians 
arrived here on a vlfit. I Oiali take care that they be fo en- 
tertained during their ftay, that they may return imprefiU 
with fentiments of friendfiiip for us, and alfo of our great 
ftrength. One of them is colonel Louis, who honor^ me 
with a vifit once before. 

I have the hon»r to be, &p, ' G. W* 
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SIR5 Camhridge, Jan. 30, 1776. 

YOUR favots ot the fixth and twentieth inftanl 
I received yefterda7i with the ieveral refolves of Congrefs 
alluded to ; for which I tetum you my thanks. 

Knowing the great importance Canada will be of to us in 
the prefent interefting conteft, and the relief our friends there 
ftaod in need of, I Ihould be happy, were it in my power tQ 
detach a batallioti from this camp : but it cannot be done. On 
the nineteenth inftant, I had the hohor to write to you, which 
will fully convey the refolutions of a council of war, and 
the fentiments of the general officers here, as to the pro* 
priety and expediency of fending troops from thefe line^ 
for the defence of which we have been and npw are obliged 
to call in the militia ; — to which I beg leave to refer you. 
You may reft afiured that my endeavors and exertions 
(hall not be wanting, to ftimulate tlie governments of Con- 
nediicut and New-Hampftiire to raifc and forward rein- 
forcements as faft as poffible v nor in any other inftancc 
that will promote the expedition. 

I fliall, in obedience to the order of Congrefs, though in- 
terdi£led by general Howe, i^ropofe an exchange of go- 
vernor Skene for Mr. Lovell and family, and {hall be happy 
to have an opportunity of putting this deferving man (who 
has dif^inguifhed his fidelity and regard to his country to 
be too great for pejrfecution and cruelty to overcome) in any 
poft agreeable to his wifhes and inclination. 

I do not know that there is any particular rank annexed 
to the office of aide*de*camp. Generally they are captains, 
and rank as fuch: but higher rank is often given on ac- 
count of particular merit and particular circumftances*-— 
Aides to the king have the ranl^ of colonels.— Whether any 
di{lin£iioh fliould be made between thofe of your command"* 
cr-in-chief s|nd the other generals, I really know not:— I 
think there ought. 

You may rely that ConoUy had inftruiSlions concealed in 
Vol. I. G his 
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his faddlc. Mr. ♦ ♦ ♦ who was one of lord Dunmorc's 
family, and another gentleman who wifhes his name not to 
be mentioned, faw them cafed in tin, put in the tree, and 
Covered over. He probably has exchaaged hi| iaddle, of 
withdrew the papers when it was mended, as yott conjee* 
ture. Thofc that hare been difcoYered are fiifficiendy bad ; 
but I doubt not of the othe]*s being \rorfe, and containing 
hiore diabblicat andextenfire plans. I hope he will be taken 
proper care of, and meet with rewards equal to bis merits. 

I (hall appoint ofllcers in the places of thofe who arcrin 
Cshiada, as I am f uHy perfuaded they will wifh to continue 
there, fot making our conqueft complete in that quarter.— 
I wifh their bravery and valor may be attended with th^ 
fmiles of fortune. 

'It gives me great pleafure to hear of the meafures Con- 
grefs arc taking for manufa£turing powder. I hope dicir 
endeavors will be crowned with/ fucceft. I tdo w©ll know 
and regret the want of it. It is fcarcdy poffible to defcribe 
the dlfadvantages an army muft labor undcr> when not pro- 
vided with a fufficient fupply of this necefery, It aoay 
feem ftrangc, that, after having received about eleven tanasj 
ad^ed to about five tons which I found here, apd no gen#» 
ral aftion has happened, wc ihouM be fo deficient m dm 
Slrticle, and require more But you will pleafe to confidei\ 
that, befides its being in its nature fubge^l to waftc, and 
(whilft the men lay in bad tents) unavoidably damaged by 
fevere and heavy rains (whidh could not have been prevcntcd# 
unlefs it had been entirely withdrawn from the men, and an 
attack hazarded againft us without ammunition in their 
hands)— the armed veflels, our own ocdafional firings, and 
fome fmall fupplies I have been obliged to afford the fea« 
port towns threatened with deftruftion, — to which may be 
added the fupply to the militia, and going off of the oW 
troops, — have occafioned, and ever will, a large confump- 
tion of ir, and wafte, in fpite of all the care in the world. 
The LingV troops never have Icfs than fixty rounds a man 
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\it'thtlr pdfkffioTty indepeiftfcnt df Aefe ftcfrdiBw~To fu^ly 
ari army df twenty thiktftfid men in thU nlataer, w^ould tike 
ttiaffouf fiundi^ bartefti allowing iwtfiing fot ft?ore8> aiv 
tijferf, &c. I have lieen alWaya afraid to fll;!^ more tbaa' 
twelve or "fifi^ectt rotmds at a^ ^ni^f in^ the ha$»AP ^ 4>ur meiH 
Mt, iKif ^cident h^tppMn^ i6 kj Wt Ib6uill1b« ltd defttf^ 
^1^ dfi^ liie und€^^4 —I httv^' be^n th4id pank^laf ^ not ODAf 
^ ftjdvr our poveftf, but to cfxculpffte MjrfttiF fifom ciea ai 
fafpklod of untie<^dflfery #crtfe. . ^ 'f*^ 

' I fhatl ihforn^ the^ pkyfhafta^g<meril df the itMation oS 
Coagr^ refpe<Stirtg 1^ di^ughts, and the mocfe end iice^unl^ 
rf them# 

The companies at CheHea and Maiden ai^ ^md have at-f 
irays hdtii regimented-.— i-K was not my intention to replace 
witlrcontiiiental troops the independent companies at Hin^ 
tern, Weymouth, and Hraintree. Thefe places are expofed^ 
bat not mK^re than Cape Ami, Beverly, Salem, Marbleheadi 
&c, &c, &c. 

Is it the intention of Cbngrefs that the officers of the army 
fliould pay poftage?— TTfey are not exempted by the rcfolv* 
ttf the ninth inftant. 

TlieGofigrefs wiH-bcpIeafed, I have no doubt, to recol- 
icA that the five h\aiidred' thoufand dollars, isow coming^ 
ate but little more thah enough to bring us up to- the firft 
day of tfiis month; that to-morrow will be the laft of it j 
tod, by dieir refolvcs, tfte- troops are to be paid monthly. 

I wiCh it was in my power to furnifli Gongrefs with fuch 
* general as they dcfirc, to fend to Canada. Since the un- 
happy reverfe of our affairs tn that quarter, general Schuyler 
has informed me, that, though he had thoughts of declining 
thefervicc bcfore,he would now a£k. My letter of the eleventh 
will inform them of general Lee*s being at New- York. He 
will be ready to obey their orders, fliould they incline to 
fend him : but, if I am not greatly deceived, hd or fome 
other fpirited able officer will be wanted there in the fpring, 
if not fooner -, as we have undoubted intelligence that gene- 
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ral Clinton hat Med with fome troops.— The reports of 
their number are various^ from between four and five hun- 
dred to nineteen companies of grenadiers and light infantry* 
It is alfo imagined diat the regi^entsy which were to lail 
the firft of Dcxember, are intended for th?it place or Virgi* 
msi4— Genersl Futnam is a moft valuable man^ and a fine 
acecutive officer : but I do not know how he would condud 
in a ieparate dep?i[lmentA He is a younger major-general 
than Mr. Schuyler, who, as I have obferved, haying deter«» 
mined u> continue in the fervice, will, I ezpeO:, repair into 
Canada* — A copy of my letter to him, on this and other 
fubjeds, I inclofe you, as it will explain my motive^ for not 
ftopping the regiments from thefe governments. 

When captain Cockran arrives, I will give him every aC- 
fiftance in my power, in obedience to the orders of Con* 
grefs : but I fear it will be the means of laying up our pwa 
veilels, as thefe people will not bear the diftin£lion« ShouU. 
this be the confequence, it will be highly prejudicial to us» 
as we fometimes pick up their provifion-veilels, and may 
continue to diftrefs them in this way. . 

Laft week captain Manly took a (hip and a brig bound tQ 
Bofton from Whitehaven, with coals chiefly, and fome po- 
tatoes, for the army. — I have, for his great vigilance and in* 
duftry, appointed him commodore of our little fquadrons 
^nd hk now hoids his flag on board the fchooner Hancock. , 

I congratulate you upon the recovery of Smith, and aai 
exceedingly glad, to hear of the meafures Congrefs are taking 
for the general defence of the continent. The clouds thickr 
en faft :— where they will burft, I know not : but we fhould 
be armed at all points. 

I have not fucceeded in my applications to thefe govcm- 
ments for arms. They have returned for anfwer, that they 
cannot furnifli any. — Whether I fhall be more lucky in the 
laft refource left me In this quarter, I cannot determine^ 
having not received returns from the oflicers fent out U^ 
purchafe of the people, I greatly fear that but very few ■ 
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vin be proicurc4 in this way, as they are exceedingly fcarcc^ 
and but a fmall part of what there are, fit for fervice*— » 
When they make their report, you ihall be informed* 

The quarter-mafter^'general has juft received from gene* 
Tal Schuyler clothing for the foldiery, amounting to about 
feventeen hundred pounds York currency. It has come very 
feafonaUy, as they are in great wantj and will contribute 
a little to their relief. 

Since writing the above, I faw Mr. • ^ ^, and mention** 
ing that nothing had been found in the tree of Conolly's fad« 
die, he told me thei^ had been a miftake in the matter ; that 
the inftru£bions were artfully concealed on the two pieces 
of wood which are on the mail-pillion of his portmanteau^ 
£iddle ; that, by order of lord Dunmore, he faw them con- 
trived for eke purpofe, the patpers put in, and firft covered 
with tini and over that with a waxed canvas cloth. — He is 
lb e3EceedingIy pointed and clear in his information, that I 
have no doubt of its being true,-^I could wifli them to b^ 
difcovered, as I think they contain fome curious and e%tra^ 
ordinary plans. 

In my letter of the twenty-fourth inftant, 1 mentioned the 
arrival of thirteen of our Caghnewaga friends. They ho- 
flared me with a talk to-day, as did three of the tribes of the 
St. John's and Pafmiquoddi Indians ;->MCopies pf which I 
beg leave to inclofe you. — I Ihall write to general Schuylcir 
refpeding the tender of fervice made by the former, and not 
to call for their ailiftance, iinlefs he ihall at any time want 
it^ or be under the neceffity of doing it to prevent their 
taking the fide of our enemies. 

I had the honor of writing you on the nineteenth of No* 
vcmbcr, and then I informed you of having engaged two 
perlbns to go to Nova-Scotfa on the bufinefs recommended 
in your letter of the tenth } and alfo that the ftate of the 
army would not then admit of a fu$cient force being fent, 
for carrying into execution the views of Congrefs refpefl- 

ii^ the dock-yards, &c. 1 would now beg leave to 
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^mention, that, if die perfens, (oiat for ioform^tiotiy AouM 
report favorably of the expediency -and prafticab^ity of iiie 
meafurci it xnW not be in my pow^r to detach any men ffom 
thcfe Rnc8 : the fituatiodi of "bur affairs wili not allow it. — ^I 
think it would be advifaWe to raife; them in the eaftera 
parts of this government. If it is attempted, it muft be by 
people from the country. —A colonel * * ♦ and a captun 
♦ ♦ ♦ have been with me: — they think the men neceiary 
may be eafily engaged there, and the meafurc prafticabte :— 
provided there are not more than two hundred Britiib troops 
at Halifax, they are witting and ready to^'embark in the matlei\ 
Upon the terms mentioned in their plan, which I inclofe 
you. I would with you to advert to the confideraftions in^ 
ducing them to the expedition, ^s I am not without a]^>i«« 
henfion, ibould it be undertaken upon their plan, that ^ 
Innocent and guilty will be involved in one common rukl**— 
I prefume they do not cxpe£l to receive more thitl 'die firi 
or ten thbufand pounds meritidned in their fcbeme, «n4 to 
be at every expcnfc. — If we had men to fparc^ it might be 
undertaken for lefs than either, I conceive.— Pethiips^ if 
Congrefs do not adopt their propoficion, they will undertake 
to raife men for that particular purpofc, who may be difc 
banded as foon as it is effefted, and upon the fame terms 
that are allowed the continental ttoops in general.-— What- 
ever may be the determination of Congrefs upon the fubjeA» 
you will pleafe to communicate it to me immediately : for 
the feafon moft favorable for the enterprife is advancing 
faft ; and we may expeft in the fpring, that there wiYl bq 
more troops there, and the meafure be more diflScult to exe* 
cute. — I have the honor to be, &c, Q. W, 



Sli^, Cdmhridgei Feb, gj ^^^t. 

THE purport of this letter will be direfted to a finglc 
objcft :— through you, I mean to lay it before Congrefs j 
and— at th^ fame time that I begifreir ferious attention to 
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the fuBfe^-^toaik pirdon fdr Inmi^tng )^ OfMfilMril^t 
only onsiikedi but^ ia fome meafttrti «ep«gna»t to their re« 
fohres. 

The difadvatitages dttendittg the limited ^ntifiment of 
troops are too apparent to thoft who are oye-witticfiis dF 
ffaem, to render any antmddTe#fiot)6'nfe«eflary : but to gen- 
ttelxien s^t a diftancet whofe atteiition is eiigrofled by a thou* 
(ktid important (Aje£ls« the cafe may be otherwife. 

ThM thi*- caufe precipitated the fate of the brave and 
itlttch-to-be*lamented general Montgoitiery, and brought on 
the defeat which fcrilowed thereupon, I have not the moft 
dytant do«bt:— ^or, had he not been apprelienfive of the 
tr«K>pd leaving him at fo important a criG3, but continued 
the blockade of Quebec, a capitulation (from the beil ac- 
counts I have been able to colle£l} muft inevitabfy have fol- 
lontFed. And that we were not at one time obliged to dif* 
pute thefe lines under difadvantageous circ urn (lances (pro- 
ceeding from the fame caufe, to wit, the troops difbanding 
of thetnfetves before the militia could be got in), is to me a 
matter of wonder and aftonifliment ; and proves that gene- 
ral Howe was either unacquainted with our fituation, or 
teftrained by his inftrufiions from putting any thing to a 
hazard till his reinforcements fhould arrive. 

The inftance of general Montgomery— {I mention it, be- 
caufe it is a ftriking one ; — for a number of others might 
be adduced)— proves, that, inftead of having men to take 
advantage of circumftances, you are in a manner compelled, 
right or wrong, to make circumftances yield to a fecondary . 
tonfideration. Since the firft of December, I have been de- 
vifing every means in my power to fecure thefe encamp- 
ments ; and, though I am fenfible that we never have, iince 
that period, been able to a£t upon the offenfive, and at times 
not in a condition fo defend, yet the coft of marching home 
one fet of men, — ^bringing in another, — the havoc and wafte 
occafioned by the firft, — the repairs neceffary for the fecond, 
'-^vp:ith 9 thoufand incidental charges and inconveniences. 
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which have aiifen, and w^ch it is fcarce poffiUe either to 
TtcoUed or defcribe^-^atnount to near as much, as the keep'o 
ing up a refpeftable body of troops the whole time, ready 
for any emergency, would have done. — ^To this may be 
^ lulded, that yogf never can have a well-difciplined army. 

To bring men well acquainted with the duties^f a foldier, 
requires time. To bring them under proper difcipUne and 
fubordination, not only requires time, but is a work of great 
difficulty, and, in this army where tHere is fo little diftanc- 
tion between the officers and foldiers, requires an un^ 
eommpn degree of attention. To ezpedl then the fame 
fervice from raw ^nd undifciplined recruits as from veteran 
foldiers, is to expe£t what never did and perhaps never wUl 
happen. Men who are familjarifed to dagger meet it with* 
out flirinking j whereas thofe who have never fecn fervice 
often apprehend danger where no danger is. Three thinga 
prompt men to a regular difcharge of their duty in time of 
a£lion,-r-natural bravery, — ^hopc of reward,— and fear of 
punilbment. The two firft are comrmon tp the untutored 
and the difciplined foldier: but the latter mod obvioufly 
diftinguiffies the one from the other. A coward, when 
taught tQ believe, that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons 
his colors, he will be puniflied with death by bis Qwa 
party, — will take his chance againft the enemy : but a man 
who thinks little of the one, and is fearful of the other, aftt 
from prefent feelings, regardlefs of confequentes. 

Again, men of a day's (landing will not look forward : 
and from experience^we find, that, as the time approaches 
for their difcharge, they grow carelefs of their arms, ammu- 
nition, camp utenfils, &c. Nay even the barracks them- 
felves haye felt uncommon marks pf wanton depredation, 
and lay us under frefli trouble and additional expenfe in 
providing for every frefli fet, when we find it next to Tm- 
pofTible to procure fuch articles as are abfoluteiy neceffary 
in the firU initance. To this may be added the feafoning 
which new recruits muft haye to a c^mp, ^nd the. Ipfs Qon- 
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fequent thereupon. But this is not al}. — Men, engaged for 
a fliort limited time only, have the officers too much in their 
power : for, to obtain a degree of popularity in order to in- 
duce a fecood enli^ment, a kind of familiarity takes place^ 
which brings on a relaxation of difcipliQp, ui)licenfed fur*-, 
loughs^ and other indulgences incompatible with order and 
good government ^ by which means, the latter part of the 
time for which the foldier was engaged is fpcQt in ifndoing 
what you were aiming to inculcate in the firft* 

To gp into an enumeration of all the evils we have exp^r 
rienced in this late great change of the army, and the ex- 
penfes incidental to it, — to fay nothing of the liazani w^ 
have run, and muft run, between the difcharging of one 
furmy and enlif^ment of another, unlefs ah enormous ex- 
penfe of militia is inpurred,— would greatly exceed the 
bounds of a letter. What I have already takep thp liberty 
of faying will fervp to convey a general idea of the matter ; 
and therefore I (hg}l, with gll due deference, take the free- 
dom to give it as my opinion| that, if the Congrefs have 
any reafpn to believe th^t there will be occafion for troops 
another year, and confequen^ly of another enliftment, they 
would fave money, and have infinitely betfer troops, if they 
were, even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or more dollars, to 
engage the men already enliftpd ((ill January i^ext), and fuch 
others as may be wanted to complete the eftablifliment, for 
^nd during tJie war^ I will not undertake tp fay that th^ 
inen can be had upon thefe terms; but I am fatisfied that it 
will nev^r do, to \pt \hc m^tfer alone, as it v^as laft year, 
till the tjme of feryice was near ejcpjring. The hazard is 
Joo great in the firft place ; — in .the next, the trouble and ' 
perpleiLity of difbanding one army and raiCng ^i^othcr at the 
fame inftant, and in fuch a critical Titration ^s the lait was, 
is fcarcely in the power of words to defcribe, and fuch as 
no man, who has experienced it once, will ever,underg9 
again. 

If Congrefe fliould differ from me in fentiment upon this 
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Jjoint, I have only to beg that tKcy will do mc Ae jaftkc A 
bclicTC, that I hare nothing more in ficw than what to tat 
appears ncceffary to advance the puWic weal, although in the 
firft inftance it will be attended with a capital expenfe ;— 
and that I hare the honor to be, &c. Gi W. 



Sir, Cambridge^ Feb. 9, ijffh 

IN compliance with the refolves of Congrefs, I hatfc 

applied to general Howe for the exchange of Mr. Lovell. A 

copy of my letter, and his anfwcr thereto, you have in- 

clofcd. 

Captain Wattcrs and captain Tucker, who command two 
of the armed fchooners, have taken and fent into Glocefter a 
large brigantine, laden with wood, a hundred and 6fty bntt$ 
for water, and forty fuits of bedding, bound from La Have 
in Nova-Scotia, for Bofton. She is one of the tranfports in 
tho-min lifter ial fervice. The captain fays that he was at Ha- 
lifax, the feventeenth of January, and that general Mafley 
was arrived there with two regiments from Ireland. 

The different prizes were all libelled immediately on the 
feceipt of the refolves of Congrefs pointing out the mode; bat 
none of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference be- 
tween the law pafled in this province, and the refolutions o! 
Congrefs. . The general court are making an amendment to 
their law, by which the. dilTiculties that now occur will be 
removed, as I underfland it is to be made conformable to 
your refolves. The unavoidable delay attending the bring- 
ing the captures to trial is grievoufly complained of by the 
mailers of thefe vefTels, as well as the captors. Many of the 
former have applied for liberty to go away without waiting 
the decifion, — which I have granted them. 

1 beg leave to recall the attention of Congrefs to their ap- 
poiiVting a comrrriifary in thefe parts, to attend the p^ovidiilg 
of ncccifarres for the prifoners who are difperfed in thefe 
provinces. Complaints are made by fome of them, that they 

arc 
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arc in want of bedding and many othar things. As I ynv 
derftand that Mr.JFranks. has undertaken that buiinef^ I 
wifli he was ordered to fend a deputy immediately to fee that 
dic prifoncTs get what is allowed them by Congrefs ; alfo tm 
fupply the officers with money as they may have occafioii. 
It would favc me much time and piuch trouble. 

There are yet but few companies of the militia come ia« 
This delay will, I am much afraid, fruftrate tKe intentioa 
of their being called upon, as the feafon is flipping faft away 
when they may be of fervice. ' 

The demands of the army were fo very preffing before 
your Imft remittance came to hand, that I was under the ne- , 
teffity of borrowing twenty-five thoufand pounds lawful mo- 
ney from this province. They very cheerfully lent it, and 
pafled a vote for as much more, if lequired. I have not 
repaid the fum borrowed, as I may ftand in need of it before 
the arrival of another fupply, which the demands of the 
commiffary-general, quartermafter-general, and paying oflF 
the arrearages, will very foon require. 

Your efteemed favor of the twenty-ninth ultimo is juft 
come to hand. It makes me very happy to find by con- 
duft hath met the approbation of Congrefs. I am entirely 
of your opinion, that, fliould an accommoclati©n take place, 
the terms will ,be fevere or favorable in proportion to our 
ability to refill, and that we ought to be on a rcfpedlabie 
footing to receive their armaments in the fpring. But how 
far we {hall be provided with the means, is a matter I pro. 
f^fs not to know, under my prefent unhappy want of arm«s 
ammunition, and, I may add, men, — as our regiments arc 
very incomplete. The recruiting goes on very flov/, and 
will, I appreliend, be more fo, if for other fervice the meu 
receive a bounty, and none is given here. 

I have tried every, method I could think of, to procure 
Sirms for our men. They really are not to be had in thefc 
governments (belonging to the public) ; and if fome method 
Is not fallen upon,, in the fouthern governmentjj, to fup; ^y 



Digitized by 



Gqogle 



/ 

/ 
9t GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

in, we (hall be in a diftrefled fituation for want of them. 
Tliere are near two tboufand men now in camp without fire* 
locks.— I have wrote to die committee of New-York tlus 
day, requeuing them to fend me thofe arms which were 
taken from the difaffeftcd in that government. The Con- 
grcfs interefting themfelves in this requeft will doubtlefe ha?c 
a good effe&. I have fcnt officers into the countryy with 
money to purchafe arms in the different towns. Some have 
returned, and brought ip a few ^— many are ftill out :«— what 
their fuccefs will be, I cannot determine. 

I was in great hopes that the expreffes, refolved to be 
eftabliflied between this place and Philadelphia, would ere 
now have been fixed. It would, in my opinion, rather fave 
than increafe the expense ; as many horfes are deftroyed by 
one man coming the whole way. It will certainly be more 
expeditious, and fafer, than writing by the pott or private 
^ands, which I am often under the neceflity of doing. 

J 4m, with great refpefl:, &Cp 'G. W# 



jSiR, Cambridge^ Feb* 9, 1776, 

I BEG leave to inform you, at the requeft of the 
committee of pay-table of the colony of Connedicut, that 
I have not advanced, to any of the regiments from that go- 
vernment, any money except the fum of ieven thoufand 
one hundred and feventy-two dollars and one-ninth on the 
twcntietli of November laft to major general Putnam, for 
the thirty-fourth regiment under his command. I ihould 
have paid them in the fame manner I did the reft of the 
army, had I not been prevented by the colonels, who ex- 
preiTcd their iqciination to receive the whole at once upon 
tiieir return home at the expiration of fervice, as was cufto^^ 
mary in their colony. For this reafon, I never included 
them in my cftlmates of money, and have made no proyifion 
for their payment, always imagining that whatever payments 
the colony mi^de them, Congr^fs would apply to their credit 
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in the general account agamft tbe United CoIonteSf or re- 
fund upon applfcsltion. 
I have the honor to be^ &cf. G. W. 



Sir, CambriJge, Fch. 14, 1776^ 

THROUGH you, 1 beg leave to lay before Con-^ 
grefs the inclofed letter from lord Drummond to general Ro-^. 
bertfoni which came to my hands a few days ago in ordet 
to be feftt intp Bofton. 

As I ttever heard of his lordfliip being vetted with po'wef 
to treat with Congrefs upon the fubje£l of our grievances, 
nor of his having laid any propofitions bef<»re them for an 
acconmiodation) I confefs it furprifed me much, and 1^ me ' 
to form various conjectures of his motives, and intended ap- 
plication to genetal Howe and admiral Shuldham for a pafP* 
port for the fafe-condu£l of fuch deputies as Congrefs might 
appoint for negotiating terms of reconciliation between Gre^t 
Britain, and i«.«— Whatever his intentions are, however be- 
nevolent his defigns may be, I confefs that his letter has em* 
barrafled me much } and I am not without fufpicion of its 
meaning more than the generous purpofes it profefles^ « I 
ihould fappofe, that, if the mode for negotiation, which he 
points out, (hould be adopted (which I hope will never be. 
thought of), it ought to have been fixed and fettled previous 
to any application of this fort; and at beft, that his conduf^ in 
this inftance is premature and ofHcious, and leading to con* 
fequences of a fatal and injurious nature to the tights of this 
country. His zeal and defire perhaps of an amicable and 
conftitutional adjuftment's taking place may have fuggefted 
and precipitated the meafure. Be that as it may, I thought 
it of too much importance, to fufl^r it to go in without 
having the exprefs dire£tion of Congrefs for that purpofe ; 
and that it was my indifpenfable duty to tranfmit them the 
original, to make fuch interpretations and inferences as they 
may think right. 

3 Mefrs. 
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Meflrs. Willard and Child, who were fent to Nova*Sc6til 
in purfuance of the refolve of Congrds, have juft returned, 
and made their report, which I do myfelf the honor to* irt- 
clofe you. They have not anfwered the purpofes of their 
commiflion by any means, as they only went a little way into 
that country, and found their intelligence upon the informa- 
twn of others. You wHl fee the rcaforw they aflign in ex- * 
Cttfe or juftification of their conduft, in the report itfelf* 

Laft night a party of regulars, faid to be about fiv^ hun- 
dred, landed on Dorchefter neck, and burned fomc of the 
hottfes there, which were of no value to us j nor would they 
have been, unlefs we take poft there : they then might be of 
Ibme fervice« A detaehment went after them as foon as the 
fire was dtfcovered i but, before it could arrive, they had exe- 
cuted their plan, and made their retreat. 

Inclofed is a letter for David Franks efquire, frtei Mr- 
Chamiep in Bofton, upon the fubjeft of viftualling fuch of Ac 
king's troop» as may be prifoners withm the limits of his 
contrad, which I beg the favor of you to deliVer him, and 
that proper agents may be appointed by him, to fee that it* 
is done. I could wilh, too, that Congrefs woiHd fall upon 
fome mode for fupplying the officers with foch money a« 
they may ideally ftand in need of, and depute propef per- 
fons for that purpofe, and fumiftiing the private&with fueli 
ck>thi»g as may be ahfolutely neceflary. I am applied t©^ 
and wearied by their repeated requefts. In fome mftances 
1 have defired the committees to give the prifoners within 
their appointments what they fliould judge abfdutely nc- 
ceflary for their fupport, — as the only means in my power of 
relieving their dillrefs. But I imagine, that, if there were 
pcrfons to fuperimend this bufinefs, their wants would be 
better attended to, and many exorbitant charges prevented 
and faved to the continent ; and the whole would then be 
brought into a proper account. 

1 am^ fir, witi^, great eftcem, .&c. . G. W. 

P. S. t fend a return of the (Irength of the regiraentB. 
. . 8 Sir, 
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Sir, Cambridge^ Feb. l8, 1776. 

THE late freezing weather having formed fomc 
pretty ftrang ice from Dorchefter point to Bofton neck, anil 
from Roxbury to the Common, thereby afFordirig a more ex- 
panded and confequcntly a Icfs dangerous approach to the 
town, I could not help thinking, — notwithftanding the mi- 
litia were not all come in, and we had little or no powder to 
begiil our operation by a regular cannonade or "bombard- 
ment,— rthat a bold and refolute aifault upon the troops in 
Bofton with fuch men as we had (for it could not take many 
men to guard our own lines at a time when the enemy were 
attacked in all qiwrters) might be crowned with fuccefs : 
and dicrcfore, feeing no certain profpe£l of a fupply of 
ponder on the one hand, and a certain difToIution of the ice 
on the other, I called the general officers together, for their 
opinion^ agreeably to the refolve of Congrefs, of the twenty- 

fecond of December. 
The refult will appear in the intlofcd council of war; 

and, being almoft unanimous, I muft fuppofe it to be right ; 
aUiough, from a thorough convi£Hon of the necefficy of at- 
tempting fomething againft the minifterial troops before a 
Teinfercement ihould arrive, and while we were favored 
, With the ice, I was not only ready, but willing, and defirous 
6f making the aflault, under ^a firm hope (if the men would 
have ftood by me) of a favorable iffue, notwithftanding the 
enemy's advantage of ground, artillery, &c. 

Perhaps the irkfomenefs of my lit nation may have given 
diflferent ideas to me, than thofe which influenced the gentle- 
men I confulted, and might have inclined me to put more 
to the hazard, than was confiftent with prudence : — if it had, 
I am not fenfible of it, as I endeavored to give it all the 
confideration that a matter of fuch importance required. 
True it is, and . I cannot help acknowledging, that I hive 
Oiany difagreeable fenfations on account of my fituation: 

for. 
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for, to h^vc the eyes of the whole continent fixed with anxi- 
ous expe^iatioii of hearing of fome great event, — and to be 
leftrained in every military operation, for want of the nc* 
ceflary means ot liarryingiton,— is hoi very pleafing,efpeciall/ 
as the means, tifed to conceal my weaknefs from the eilemy» 
conceal it alfo froni our friends, and add to their wonden 

t do not utt^ this by way of complaiiit. I am fenfible 
that all that the Congrefs eould do, they have done i knd t 
&ouId feel moft powerfully the weight of confcious ingrati- 
tude, vitcxt 1 not to acknowledge this. But as we have ac- 
counts of the arrival of powder in captain Mafon, I would 
beg to have it (ent on in the mod expeditipus manner: 
otherwife we not only lofe ail chance of the benefits refult- 
ing from the feafon, but of the militia, who are brought in 
at a moft enormous expenfe, upon a prefumption that we 
Ihould, long ere this, have been amply fupplied with powder^ 
under the contrails entered into with the conunittee of 
Congrefs. 

The militia, contrary to an exprefs requifition, are come 
and coming in without ammunition. To fupply them alone 
with twenty-four rounds (which is Icfs, by three fifths 
than the regulars are ferved with) will take between fifty and 
fixty barrels of powdery and to complete the other trpops to 
the like quantity, will take near as much more, and leave in 
ftore not more than about fixty barrels, befides a few rounds 
of cannon cartridges ready filled for ufe. This, fir, Con- 
grefs may be affured, is a true ftate of our powder, and will| 
I hope, bear fome tcftimony of my incapacity for a£tion in 
fuch a Mray as may do any eflential fcrvice. 

February 21.— —When I began this letter, I propofed Ki 
have fent it by exprefs. But recollefting that all my late 
letters have been as expreflive of my want of powder and 
arms as I could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper was to fee 
off in a day or two, I thought it unnecefiary to run the con- 
tinent to the expenfc of an exprefs, merely to repeat what I 

had 
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had fo often done before, when I am certain that Congfefs^ . 
knowing our neceffities, will delay no time that can poifibly 
be avoided in fupplying them. 

My duty k offered to Congrefs ; and, with great refpeft 
and cftcem, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Heariilg of/ the arrival of a fmall parcel of powder 
in Connefticut, I Jiave been able to obtain three thoufand 
weight of it, which is in addition to the fixty barrels before 
mentioned. _ - 



Sir, CamirUgey Feb* 26, 1776. 

I HAD die honor of addreffing you on the eighteenth 
^d twenty-firft inftant, by Mr. Hooper; fince which, no- 
thing material has occurred. 

We are making every neceflary preparation for taking poflef- 
fion of Dorchefter heights as foon as poffible, with a view of 
drawing the enemy out. How far our expeftations may be 
anfwered, time only can determine : but I fhould think, if any 
thing will induce them to hazard an engagement, it will be 
our attempting to fortify thefe heights ; as, on that event's 
taking place, we (hall be able to command a great part of the 
town and almoft the whole harbor, and to make them ra- 
ther difagreeable than otherwife, provided we can get a fuf- ^ 
ficient fupply of what we greatly want. 

Within thefe three or four days, I have received fundry 
accounts from Bofton, of fuch movements there, — (fuch as 
taking the mortars from Bunker's hill, — the putting them, 
with feveral pieces of heavy ordnance, on board of (hip, 
with a quantity of bedding, — the fhips all taking in water,-— 
the baking a large quantity of bifcuit,— &C5)— as to indicate 
an embarkation of the troops from thence. A Mr. Ides, who 
came out yefterday, fays that the inhabitants of the town 
generally believe that they are about to remove either to 
New- York or Virginia, and that every veffel in the harbor 
on tuefday laft was taken up for government's fervice, and 
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two months' pay advanced them. Whether they reaHy iflK 
tefhi to embark, or whether the whole is a feint, is impoffiblc 
for me to tell. . However I have thought it expedient to fend 
an exprefs to general Lee, to inform him of it— (in order 
that he may not be taken by furprife, if their deftination 
ftiould be againft New-York),— and continued him pn to 
you. If they do embark, I think the poffeffing themfelvcs of 
that place, and of -the North river, is the objeft they have 
in view, thereby fecuring the communication with Canada, 
and rendering the intercourfe between the northern and 
fouthern United Colonies exceedingly precarious and diffi- 
cult. To prevent them from eflFefting their plan, is a nxat- 
ter of the higheft importance, and will require a large and 
refpe<aablc army, and the moft vigilant and judicious ex- 
ertions. 

Since I wrote by Mr. Hooper, fome fmall parcels of ^w- 
der have arrived from Connediicut, which will give us a little 
afliftance. 

On thurfday night a party of our men at Roxbury made 
the enemy's out-centries, confiding of a corporal and two 
privates, prifoners, without firing a gun or giving the leaft 
alarm. 

I fhall be as attentive to the enemy's motions as I can, and 
obtain all the intelligence in my power ; and, if I find them 
embark, fhall in the moft expeditious manner detach a part 
of the light troopar to New- York, and repair thither myfelf 
ii circumftances fliall require it. I fhall be better able to 
judge what to do, when the matter happens. At prefent, I 
can. only fay that I will do every thing that fhall appear pro- 
per »and neceflary. 

Your letter of the twelfth inftant, by colonel Bull, came 
to hand yefterday evening i and I fhall, agreeable to your 
recommendation^ pay proper notice to him. — The f\ipply 
of cafh came very fcafonably^ as our treafury was juft ex- 
baiifted, and nothing can be done jbere without it.^ 

I have the honor to be> &c» G. W^. 
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. P. S. This was intended to have been fent by exprefs i 
i)ut meeting with af private opportunity, the exprefs was 
4^untermanded. 



Sir, Cambridge^ March 7, 1 7 76. 

ON the twertty^fixth ultimo I had the honor of addrefl^ 
ibg you, and then mentioned that we were making prepara- 
tions for taking poffeffion of Dorchefter heights.— I now beg 
kave t<j) inform you, that, a council of general officers hav- 
ing determined a previous bombardment and cannonade ex- 
pedient and proper, in order t6 harrafs the enemy and divert 
their attention from that quarter,— -on faturday, funday, and 
monday nights laft, we carried them on from our polls at 
Coble-hill, Leechmore's- point, and Lam's-dam. Whether 
they did the enemy any confiderable and what injury, I have 
not yet heard, but have the pleafure to acquaint you that they 
greatly facilitated our fchemes,,and would have been attended 
with fucccfs equal to our mod fanguine expe£lations, had it 
not been for the unlucky burfting of two thirteen, and three 
ten-inch mortars, among which was the brafs one taken in 
the ordnance brig. To what caufe to attribute this misfor- 
tune, I. know not, — whether to any defeft in them, or to the 
inexperience of the bombardiers. But to return,— on mon- 
day evening, as foon as our firing commenced, a confider- 
able detachment of our men, under the command of briga- 
dier-gencral Thomas, crofled the neck, and took pofTeflion of 
the two hills, without the leaft interruption or annoyance 
from the enemy ; and by their great aftivity and induftry, 
before the morning, advanced the works fo far as to be fe- 
curc againft their fhot. They are- now going on with fuch 
expedition, that in a little time I hope they will be complete, 
and enable our troops ftationed there to make a vigorous and 
. obftinate ftand. During the whole cannonade^ which was 
incefiant the laft two nights, we were fortunate enough to 
Jofc but two ipen,— one^ a lieutenant, by a' cannon ball's 
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taking off his thigh, — the other, a private, by the exploffon 
of a (hell, which alfo (lightly wounded four or five mor^. 

Oar taking pofleflion of Dorchefter heights is only prepa- 
ratory to taking poft on Nuke-hill, and the points oppofite 
the fouth end of Bofton. It was abfolutely neceflary that 
they fhould be previoufly fortified, in order to cover and com- 
mand them. As foon as the works on the former are finifli- 
ed and complete, meafures will be immediately adopted for 
fecuring the latter, and making them as ftroiig and defenfi- 
ble as we can. Their contiguity to the enemy will make 
tliem of much importance, and of great fervice to us. 

As mortars arc efiential, and indifpenfably neceflary for 
C5 frying on our operations, and for the profecution of our 
plaiib, 1 have applied to two furnaces to have fome thirteen- 
inch ones call with all expedition imaginable, ?ind am en- 
couraged to hope, from the accounts I have had, that they 
will be able to do it. When they are done, and a proper 
fupply of powder obtained^ I flatter myfelf» from the pods 
we have juft taken and are about to take, that It will be ir> 
our power to force the minifterial troops to an attack, or to 
difpofe of them in fome way that will be of advantage to us. 
I think from thefe pofts they will be fo galled and annoyed^ 
that they muft either give us battle or quit their prefent 
poflelllons. I am refolved that nothing on my part fliail be 
wanting, to efFeft the one or the other. 

It having been the general opinion that the enemy would 
attempt to diflodge our people from the hills, and force their 
works as foon as they were difcovered, which probably migbt 
have brought on a general engagement,~it was thought ad- 
vifable that the honorable council (houldbe applied to, to or- 
der in the militia from the neighboring and adpcent towns. 
I wrote to them on the fubje6^, which they mofl readily com- 
plied with : and, in ju (lice to the militia, I cannot but in- 
form you that they came in at the appointed time, and mani- 
fefted the greatefl: alertnefs, and determined refolution to 
b^i^e afted like men engaged in the caufe of freedom. 

When 
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WTien the enemy firft difcovered our works in the morn- 
ing, they feemed to be in great confufion, and, from their 
movements, to have intended an attack. It is much to be 
wiflied that it had been ipade : the event, I think, muft have 
been fortunate, and nothing lefs than fuccefs and viftory on 
our fide, as our officers and men appeared impatient for the 
appeal, and to have pofleffed the moft animated fcntiments 
and determined refolution. 

On tuefday evening a confiderable number of their troops 
embarked on board of their tranfports', and fell down to the 
caftle, where part of them landed before dark. One or two 
of the veflels got a-ground, and were fired at by our people 
with a field- piece, but without any damage. — What was the 
defign of this embarkation and landing, I have not been able 
to learn. It would feem as if they meant an attack ; for it is 
moft probable, that, if they mak^ one on our works at Dor- 
chefter at this time, they will firft go to the caftle, and come 
from thence. If fuch was their defign, a violent ftorm that 
night, and which lafted till eight o'clock the next day, ren- 
dered the execution of it impracticable. It carried one or 
two of their veffels a-fhore, which have fince got off. 

In cafe the minifterial troops had made an attempt to dif* 
lodge our men from Dorchefter hiils, and the number de- 
tached upon the occalion had been fo great as to have afford- 
ed a probability of a fuccefsful attack's being made upon 
Bofton, — on a fignal given from Roxbury for that purpofe, 
agreeable to a fettled and concerted plan, four thoufand 
ehofen men, who were held in readinefs, were to have em- 
barked at the mouth of Cambridge river, in two divifions, 
the firft under the command of hirigadier-general SuHivan, 
the fecond under brigadier-general Greene, — the whole to 
have been commanded by major-general Putnam. The firft 
diyifion was to land at the powder-houfe, and gain poffeffion 
of Beacon-hill and Mount-Horam,— the fecond at Barton's 
point or a little fouth of it, and, after fecuring that poft, to 
join the other divifion, and force the enemy's gates and 
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V^orks at the neck, for letting in the Roxbury troops. Three 
floating batteries were to have preceded, and gone in front 
of the other boats, ^nd k^pt yp a heavy fire on that part of 
tjie town where oyr men were to land. 

How far our views would hav? fucceeded, had an oppor- 
tunity offered for attempting the execution, is impoffible for 
j^ie tp fay ; nothing 'iefs th?in experiment could determine 
with precifion. The plan was thought to be well digefted ; 
and, as far as I could judge from the cheerfuhiefs and ala- 
crity which diftinguifhed the officers and men who were to 
engage in the enterprife, I had reafon to hope for a favor^^ 
;ible and happy ilTue, 

The militia who were ordered in from the adjacent towns 
trought with them three days' provifion. They were only 
called upon to a£l under the idea of an attack's being im- 
mediately made, and were all difcharged this ^teynoon. 

I beg leave to remind Cpngrefs that three major-generals 
jire efleiitial ^nd n^ceffary for this army ; and that, by ge-* 
n^ral Lee's being called from hence to the command ir^ 
paniida, tlie left divifion is without one. I hope they will 
fill up tjie vacancy by the appointment of another. Gene- 
ral Thomas is the firft brigadier, (lands fair in point of re- 
putation, and is efteemed a brave and good officer. If hq 
is promoted, there will be a vacancy in the brigadier«gene- 
irals, which it will be neceflary to fupply by the appoint- 
ment of fome other gentleman that fliall be agreeable tQ 
Congrefs : but juftice requires me to mention that Williani 
Thompfon, efquire, of the rifle regiment, is the firft colonel 
\n this department, and, as far as 1 have had a^ opportunity 
pf judging, is a good officer and a man of courage. What I 
have faid of thefe two gentlemen, I conceived to' be my duty, 
jit ^he fame time acknowledging, whatever promotions arq 
piade will be fatisfadtory to ihe. 

March 9. Yefterday evening, a captain Irvine, who 

efcaped fr6m ^oftoli the night before with fix of his crew, 
came to head <iuarters, and gave the follo\Ying intelli- 
gence*. 
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^fkcc : — " That our bombardment and cannonade caufed a 
great deal of furprife and alarm in town, as maoy of the fol- 
diery faid they never beard or thought we had mortars or 
(hells J — that feveral of the officers acknowledged they were 
well and properly dire<^ed ^ — that they made much diftrefs 
and confufion j — ^that the cannon-ihot, for the greateft part, 
went through the houfes ; and he was told that one took off 
Ae legs and arms of fix men lying in the barracks on the 
neck 5 — that a foldier, who came from the lines there on 
tuefday mornings informed him that t^venty men had been, 
wounded the night before; — (it was reported that others 
were alfo hurt, and. one of -the light-horfe torn to pieces by 
the explofion of a fhell : this was afterwards contradicted ;) 
— that, early on tuefday morning, admiral ShuWham, 
difcovcring the works our people were throwing up on Dor* t 
chefter heights, immediately fent an exprefs to general Howe, 
to inform him that it was necelTary they fliould be attacked 
and diflodged from thence, or he would be under the necef*- 
Cty of withdrawing the (hips from the harbor, which were 
under his command 5. — that preparations were dirc£Uy made 
for that purpofe, as it was faid ; and, from twelve to two 
o'clock, about three thoufand men embarked on board the 
tranfports, which fell dovm to the caftle with a defign of land- 
ing on that part of Dorchefter next to it, and attacking our 
"works on the heights at five o'clock next morning; — that 
lord Percy was appointed to command ; — that it was gene- 
rally believed the attempt would have been made, had it not 
been for the violent ftorm which happened that night, as I 
have mentioned before ; — that he heard feveral of the pri- 
vates, and one or two fergeants, fay as they were embark- 
ing, that it would be another Bunker's-hill aflPair." 

He farther informs " that the army is preparing to 

leave Bofton, and that they will do it in a day or two ; — • 
that the tranfports neceflary for their embarkation were 
getting ready with the utmoft expedition;— that there had 
been great movements and confufion among the troops^ the 
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night and day preceding his coming out, in hurrying do^ir 
their cannon> artillery and other ftorcs, to the wharfs, with 
the utmoft. precipitation ; and they -^ere putting them on 
board tJie (hips in foch hafte, that no account or- memoran- 
dum was taken of them ; — that«moft of the canndn were 
ranoved from their works, and embarked or embarking ; — 
that he heard a woman fs^y, whom he took to be an officer's 
wife, that (he had fecn men ga under the ground at the 
Isoes on the. neck, without returning;— that the (hip he 
commanded was taken up, places fitted, and fitting, for of- 
ficers to lodge, and fev«eral fhot, ffaells, and cannon, already 
on board 5— that the tories were to hare die liberty of going 
\^here they pleafe, if they can get fcamen to man the veSefe^ 
of whom there was a great fcarcity j-^that, on that ac- 
cfJtent, many veflels could not be carried away, and would 
b^ burnod •,— ^hat many of the inhabitants apprehended the 
town would be deftrpyed ; and that it was generally thought 
their deftination is Halifax." 

The account given by captain Irvine, as to the embarka- 
tion, and their being about to leave the town, I believe true. 
There are other circumftances corroborating ; and it feems 
fully confirmed by a paper figned by four of the fele<a-men 
of the town (a copy of which I have the honor to inclofo 
you), which was brought out yeflerday evening by a flag, 
and delivered to colonel Learned, by major BaiTet of the 
tenth regiment, who defired it might be delivered me as 
foon as poflible. I advifed with fuch of the general officers 
upon the occaGon as I could immediately aflemble j and we 
determined it right (as it was not addreffed to me or any 
one elfe, nor authenticated by the fignature of general 
Howe, or any other aft obliging him to a performance of 
the promife mentioned on his part) that 1 fhould give it no 
anfwer ; at the fame time, that a letter fhould be returned, 
as going from colonel 'Learned, fignifying his living- laid 
it before me, — with the reafbns affigned for npt anfweritig 
it. — A copy of this is fent. 

To-night 
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To-night I fhall have a battery thrown up on Nuke-hill 
(Dorcheftcr point) with a defign of afting as circumftanccs 
may require ; it being judged advifable to j^rofecute our 
plans of fortification, as we intended before this informatioa 
from the feleft-men came. 

It being agreed on all hands that there is no poffibility of 
ftopping them in cafe they determine to go, — I (hall order 
look-outs to be kept upon all the head-lands, to difcover 
their movements and courfe, and moreover diredi commo- 
d6rc Manly and his little fquadron to dog them, as well for 
the fame purpofe as for picking up any of their veflels that 
may chance to depart their convoy. From their loading, 
with fuch precipitancy, it is prefumable they will not be ia 
the beft condition for iea. 

If tlie minifterial troops evacuate the town and leave it 
(Vanding, I have thoughts of taking meafures ifor fortifying 
the entrance int?o the harbor, if it (hall be thought proper, 
and the fituation of affairs will admit of it. 

Notwithftanding the report from Bofton that Halifax is 
the place of their deftination, I have no doubt but that they 
are going to the fouthward of this, — and, I apprehend, to 
New- York. Many reafons lead to this opinion : it is in 
fome meafure corroborated by their fending an exprefs (hip 
there, which, on wednefday week, got on fliore and bilged 
at Cape-Cod. The difpatches, if. written, wer^ deflroy- 
ed when ihe was boarded. She had a parcel of coal, and 
akout four thoufand cahnon-ihot, fix carriage-guns, a fwivcl 
or two, and three barrels of powder. 

I (hall hold the riflemen and other parts of our troops in 
rtadinefs to march at a moment's warning, and govern my 
movements by the events that happen, or fuch orders as I 
may receive from Congrefs, which I beg may be ample, and 
forwarded with all poifible expedition. 

On the fixth inftant, a (hip bound from London, with 
ftores for the minifterial army, confifting of coal, portcrj^ 
aad krout, fell in with our armed veffels^ four, of them in 
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company, and was carried into Portfmoath. She had bad a 
long paiTage, and of courfe brought no papers of a late date. 
The only letters of importance, or in the lead interefting, 
that were found, I have inclofed. 

I beg leave to mention to Congrefs that mfoncy is much 
wanted. The miiltia from thefe governments, engaged till 
the firft of April, are then to be paid : and, if we march 
from hence, the cxpenfe will be very confiderable, muft be de- 
liayed, and cannot be accompliftied without it* The neceflity 
of making the earlieft remittance for thefe purpofes is too 
obvious, for me to add more. 

When I wrote that partKrf this letter which is antecedent 
to this date, I fully expc£ted it would have gone before now 
by colonel Bull, not deeming it of fufficient importance to 
fend a fpecial meflenger. But he deferred his return from 
time to tin>e, and never fct off till to-day. Thefe reafons I 
hope will excufe the delay, and be received as a proper 'apo- 
logy for not tranfmitting it fooner, 

I have the honor to be, &c,. , ' G. W* 



$iR> • Cambndgej March 13, 1776. 

IN my letter of the fevenfli and ninth inftant 
which I had the honor of addrefling you, I mentioned the 
iHtelligence I had received refpeding the embarkation of the 
troops from Boftonj and fully expefted, before this, that 
the town would have been entirely evacuated. Almough I 
have been deceived, and was rather premature' in the opi- 
nion I had then formed, I "have little reafo^ to doubt but the 
event will take place in a very (hort time, as other accounts 
which have come to hand fincc/of the fiiiling of a great num- 
ber of tranfports from tHe harbor to Nairtalket road, and many 
circumftances correfponding therewith, feem to confirm and •■ 
render it unqueftionable. 

Whether the town will be deftroycd, is a matter of much * 
uncertainty : but it woul^ feem, from the deftrudion ^ey 
7 . arc • 
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are making of fundry pieces of furniture, of many of their 
waggons, carts, &c, which they cannot take with them as it 
is faid, that it will not: for, if they intended it, the whole 
might be involved in one general ruin. 

Holding it of the laft importance in the prefcnt contcfl; 
that we fhould fecjjpre New- York, and prevent the enemy 
from pofleffing it, — and conjefturing they have views of that 
i fort, and their embarkation to be for that purpofe, — I 
judged it neceflary, under the fituation of things here, to call 
a council of general officers to confult of fuch meafures as 
I might be expedient to be taken at this interellingconjunc- 
; ture of affairs^ A copy of the proceedings I have the honor 
I to inclofe you. 

Agreeable to the opinion of the council, I fhall detach 
the rifle regiment to-morrow, under the command of bilga- 
dier-general Sujlivan, with orders to repair to New- York 
with all poffible expedition ;— which will be fucceeded, the 
day after^ by the other five in one brigade, — they being all 
that it was thought advifable#to fend from hence till the 
enemy fhall have quitted the town. Immediately upon 
iheir departure, I fhall fend forwaVd major-general Putnam, 
and follow myfelf with the remainder of the army as foon as 
I.have it in my power, — leaving here fuch a number of men 
as circumff^nces may feem to require. 

As the badnefs of the roads at this feafon will greatly re-; 
f2xi the n>arch of *ur men, I have, by advice of the^eneral 
officers, wrote to governor Trumbull by this exprefs, to ufe 
h^ utmoft exertions for throwing a reinforcement of two 
tJwixf^d Biep into JTew-York, froni the weftern parts of 
jConnefticut,— and to the'commanding officer there, to ap- 
ply to the provincial convention or committee of fafety of 
Wew-Jerfey, for a thoufend more for the fame purpofe, to 
Pppofe the ene9iy and prevent their getting pofleffion in 
pfe they arrive before the troops from hence can get there 5 
i»which there is a probability, unlefs they are impeded by 
poatrar^ windsi , This meafure, though it may be attended 
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with confiderablc expenfe, I flatter myfelf, will meet with 
the approbation of Congrefs. — -Paft experience^ and the lines 
in Bofton and on Bofton neck, point out the propriety, and 
fuggeft the necefllty of keeping our enemies from gaining 
pofFeflion and making a lodgement* 

Should their deftination be further fouthward, or for Ha- 
fifax (as rqported in Bofton) for the purpofe of going into 
Canada,— the march of our troops to New- York will place 
Aem nearer the fcene of a£lion, and more convenient for 
affording fuccours* 

"We have not taken poft on Nuke-hiU, and fortified it, 
as mentioned that we flioufd, in my laft. On hearing that 
the enemy were about to retreat and leave the. town, it was 
thought imprudent and unadvifable to force them with-too 
mueh precipitation, that we might gain a little time, and 
prepare for a march. To-morrow evening we fliall take 
poffeffion, unlefs they arc gone. 

As New- York is of luch importance,; — prudence and po- 
licy require that every precaution that can be devifed fliould 
be adopted, to fruftrate the defigns which the enemy have 
of poflfeffing it. To this end I have ordered veffels to be 
provided and held ready at Norwich, for the embarkation 
and tranfportation of our troops thither. This I have done 
with a view not only of greatly expediting their arrival (a5 
it will fave feveral days'/ marching), but alfo that they may 
he frefli and fit for intrenching and throwing up works of 
defence as foon as they get there, if they do not meet the 
enemy to contend with •, — for neither of which would they 
\>e in a proper condition after a long and fatiguing march in 
bad roads. If Wallace, with his fliips, fliould be apprifed 
of the meafure, and attempt to prevent it by flopping up the 
harbor of New-London, they, can but purfue their march by 
land. 

Yoti will pleafe to obferve that it is the opinion of the ge- 
neral officers, if the enemy abandon the town, that it wiU.be 
imncccffary to employ or keep any part of this^rmy for itft 
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defence ; and that I have mentioned, on that event's happen- 
ing, I (hall immediately repair to New- York vfith the remain^ 
^er of the army not now detached, leaving only fuch a num^ 
berof men here as circumftances may feem to require. What 
I partly allude to, is, that, as it will take a confiderabk time 
for the removal of fuch a body of men, and the divifions 
JTiuft precede each other in fuch order as to allow interme- 
diate time fufEcient for them to be covered and provided 
for, and many things done previous to the march of tha 
whole, for fecuring and forwarding fuch neceflaries as can- 
.-not be immediately carried, and others which it may be pro- 
jper to keep here,— that dirediions might be received from 
'Congrefs refpefting the fame, and as many men ordered to 
remain for that and other purpofcs, as they may judge pro- 
Ijper. I could wifli to have their commands upon the fubjefl, 
"and in time ; as*I may be under fome degree of embarraff- 
ment as to their views. 

Congrefs having been pleafcd to appoint colonel Thomp- 
fon a brigadier-general, there is a vacancy for a colonel in 
the regiment he commanded, to which I would beg leave to 
recommend the lieutenant-colonel Hand. I fhalj alfo take 
Ae liberty of recommending captain Hugh Stephen fon, of 
ithc Virginia riflemen, to fucceed colonel Hand, and to be 
appointed in his place as lieutenant-colonel, — there being 
major to the regiment fince the promotion of major Ma- 
gaw to be lieutenant-colonel of one of the Pennfylvania ba- 
tallions, and who is gone from hence. He is, in my opinion^ 
the fitteft pcrfon in this army for it, as well as the oldefl 
captain in the fervice, having diftinguiflied himfelf at the 
lead of a rifle company all the laft war, and highly merited 
the approbation of his fuperior officers. 

Colonel Mifflin informed me to day of his having receiv- 
ed tent-cloths from ]M[»**Barrell of Philadelphia, to the amount 
feven thoufand five hundred pounds Pennfylvania cur- 
icncy, and applied for a warrant for payment of it. But, as 
fund is low, and many necefiary demands againft it 
9 which 



Digitized by 



Google 



no GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

which muft be fatisfied, — and our calls for money are atid 
will be exceedingly great,— I could not grant it> thinking it 
might be convenient for payment to be made in Philadelphia, 
by your order on the treafury there, 

I have the, honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-^art^rs^ Cambridge^ Match 19, 1776* 

IT is with the greateft pleafure I inform you, that, 
on funday laft, the feventeenth inftant, about nine o'clock in 
riic forenoon, the minifterial army evacuated the town of 
Bofton, and that the forces of the United Colonics are now 
in aftual pofTeflion thereof. I beg leave to congratulate you, 
fir, and the honorable Congrefs, on this happy event, and 
particularly as it was efFefted without endangering the lives 
and property of the reiijaining unhappy inhabitants^. 

I have great reafon to imagine their flight was precipitated 
by the appearance of a work which I had ordered to be 
thrown up laft faturday night on an eminence at Dorcheftcr 
which lay neareft to Bofton neck, called Nuke-hill. 

The town, although it has fufFered greatly, is not in fo 
bad a ftate a? I expeded to find it 5 and I have a particular 
pleafure in being able to inform you, fir, that your houfe 
has received no damage v/orth mentioning. Your fuTniture 
is in tolerable order, and the family piftures are all left en- 
tire and untouched. Captain Cazneau takes charge of the 
whole, until he fhall receive further orders from you. 

As foon as the minifterial troops had quitted the town, 
I ordered a thoufand men (who had had the fmall-pox), un- 
der command of general Putnam, to take poflefFion of the 
heights, which I fliall endeavor to fortify in fuch a manner 
as to prevent their return, fhould they attempt it. But, as 
they are ftill in the harbor, I thought it not prudent to march 
off with the main body of the army until I fhould be fully 
fatisfied they had quitted the coaft. I have therefore only 
detached five regiments, befides the rifle batalKon, to New^ 
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York, and ihall keep the remainder hcrc^iil all fufpicion of 
tlieir return eeafes. 

The fituatioa in which I found their works evidently dif- 
covercd that their retreat was made with the grcateft preci- 
pitation* They have left th^ir barracks and other works of 
wood at Bunker's hil!, &c, all ftanding, and have deftroycd 
but a fmill part of their lines. They have alfo left a^num- 
bcr of fine pieces of cannon which they firft fpiked up, alfo 
a very large iron mortar ; and, as I am informed, they have 
thrown another over the end of your wharf. I have employ- 
ed proper perfons to drill the cannpn, and doubt not i ihall 
fave the moft of them. — ^I am not yet able to procure an 
exa& lift of all the ftores they have left. As foon as it can 
be done, I fliall take care to tranfmit it to you.-^From an 
eftimate of what the quarter-mafter-general has already diC- 
covered, the amount will be twenty-five or thirty thoufand 
pounds. 

Part of the powder mentioned in yours of the fixth inftant 
has already arrived. The remainder I have ordered to be 
(lopped on the road, as we fhall have no occafion for it 
here. — ^The letter to general Thomas, I immediately fent to 
him. He defired leave for three or four days, to fettle fomc 
of his private affairs ; after which, he will fet but for his 
command in Canada.— I am happy that my conduft in in- 
tercepting lord Drummond's letter is approved of by Con- 
grefs.' — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Camhridg€y March 24, 1 776. 

WHEN I had the honor to addrefs you on the nine- 
teenth inftant upon the evacuation of the town of Bofton by 
the minifterial army, I fully expeftcd, as their retreat and 
embarkation were hurried and precipitate, that, before now, 
they would have departed the harbor, and been far in their 
pafiage to the place of deftination. But, to my furprife and 
diiappointment, the fleet is ftiU in Nantaiket road. The 
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purpofe inducing their flay is altogether unknown ; nor can 
I fugged any faiisfa£kory reafon for it,. On wednefday 
Bight laft, before the whole of .the fleet fell down to Man- 
tafket) they demoHQied th^ qtftle and houCes belonging to it, 
by burning them down, and the feveral fortifications* They 
left a great number of the cannon, but have rendered all of 
tbem, except a very few, entirely ufelefs, by breaking of 
the trunnions ; and thofe they fpiked up : but they may be 
made ferviceable again : — fome are already done. 

There arc feveral veflels in the docks, which were taken 
by the enemy (fome with and others without cargoes), whkh 
different perfons claim as their property and right. Arc 
they to be reftored to their former owners on making proof 
of theit title, or to belong to die continent, as captucet 
made from the enemy ?— I wifli Congrefs would dire£k a 
mode of proceeding againft them, and eilabliih a rule lor 
decifion : they appear to me to be highly neceffary. In like 
manner, fome of the cannon wiiich are in Bofton are faid to 
have come from the caftle^ Suppofing them, with thofe re- 
maining at the caftle, to have been purchafed by and provided 
originally at the expenfe of this province, — are they now to be 
confidercd to belonging as it, or to the public ? 1 beg leave 
to refer the matter to the opinion of Congrefs, ai^d pray 
tlieir diredion how I am to conduft refpefting them. 

It having been fuggefted to me that there was confidcr- 
^ble property, &c, belonging to perfons who had,* from the 
lirft of the prefent unhappy conteft, manifefted an unfriendly 
and inveterate difpofition, in the town of Bpfton, I thought 
it prudent to write to the honorable general court upon the 
fubjeft, that it might be inquired after and fecured. A copy 
of the letter I herewith fend you, and fubmit it to Con- 
grefs through you, whether they will not determine hov> 
it is to be difpofed of, and as to the appropriation of the mo* 
ney arifing from the fale of the fame. 

As foon as the town was abandoned by the enemy, I judged 

it advifablc to fecurc the fevers* heights, left they fliould at* 
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t^Blptid return ; and, for this purpofe, have caufed a large and 
ftrong work to be thrown up on Fort-hill, a poll of great import- 
ance, as ii commands the whole harbor, and, when fortified, 
if properly fiipport^d, will greatly annoy any fleet the enemy- 
may fend againft the town, and render tlie landing of their 
troops exceedingly difficult, * if not imprafticable. This 
work id'almoft doriCj and in a little time will be complete: 
and, that the communication between the town and country 
may be free and open, I have drdered all the lines upon the 
neck to be immediately deftroyed, and the other works on 
the fides of tlie town facing the country, that the inhabit* 
ants from the latter may not be impeded, and afforded an 
cafy entrance, in cafe the enemy fliould gain poffleilion at 
any future time. Thefef mfatters I conceived to be within the 
line of my duty 5 of which I advifed the general court, and 
recommended to their attention fuch other meafures as they 
might think neceffary for fecuring the town againft the hof- 
tile defigns of the enemy. 

I have juft got an inventory of ftores and property be-' 
longing to the cr®wn, which the enemy left in Bofton, at 
the caftle, and Bunker's hill, — which I have the honor to 
tranfmit you ; and (hall give ftrift orders that a careful at- 
tention be had to any more that may be found. I (hall take 
fuch precautions refpefting them, that they may be fecure, 
and turn to the public advantage, a» much as poffible, or 
circumftances will* admit of* , 

A Mr. Bulfinch from Bofton, who afted as clerk to Mr. 

, having put into my hands a lift of rations drawn 

the faturday before the troops evacuated the town, I have 
indofed it for your infpeftion. He fays, neither the ftaff 
officers nor women are included in the lift ; from which it 
appears that their number is greater than we had an idea of. 

Major-general Ward and brigader-general Frye are defir- 

ous of leaving the fervice, and, for that purpofe, have re- 

<iuefted me to lay the matter before Congrefs, that they may 

be allowed to refigu their commiflions. Thd papers contain- 

Vol. I. I ing 
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ing their applications you will herewith receive. They will 
give you a full and more particular information upon the 
fubjeft J and therefore I ihall take the liberty of referring 
you to them. 

I would mention to Congrefs that the commiflary of artil- 
lery ftores has informed me, that whatever powder has been 
fent to this camp has always come without any bill afcertain- 
ing the number of cafks or quantity. This, it is probable, 
has proceeded from forgetfulnefs or inattention in the per- 
fbns appointed to fend it, or the negligence of thofe who 
brought it, though they have declared otherwife, and that 
they never had any. As it may in fome meafurc prevent 
embezzlements (though I do not fufpcft any to have been 
made), and tlie commiffary will know what and how much 
to receive, and be enabled to difcover miftakes if any (hould 
happen, — I fliould be g\ad if you will direft a bill of parcels 
to be always fent in future. 

There have been fo many accounts from England, all 
agreeing that commiffioners are coming to America, to pro- 
pofe terms for an accommodation, as they fay, — that I am 
inclined to think the time of their arrival not very far oflF.— 
If they come to Bofton (which probably will be the cafe if 
they come-to America at all) I (hall be under much embar- 
raffment refpefting the manner of receiving them, and the 
mode of treatment that ought to be ufed. I therefore pray 
that Congrefs will give me direftions, and point out the line 
of conduft to be purfued,— whether they are to be confidercd 
as ambafladorf, and to have a pafs or permit for repairing 
tlirough the country to Philadelphia or to any other place,— 
or whether they are to be reftrained in any and what man- 
ner. — I {hall anxioufly wait their orders, and, whatever they 
are, comply with them literally. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G, W. 
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Sir, Cambridge^ March 27, I776» 

I Received your favor of the eleventh inftant by 
£iturday-night's poft \ and mufl; beg pardon for not acknow-^ 
ledging it in my laft of the twenty-fourth. The hurry I 
was then in occafioned the negleft^ and I hope will apologife 
forit* 

I now beg leave to inform ybu that I have juft deceived in- 
telligence, that the whole of the minifterial fleets befides 
three or four ihips, got under way this evening at Nantafket 
road, and were ftanding out for fea ; in confequence o£ 
which^ I (hall detach a brigade of fix regiments immediately 
from hence for New^York, under the command of brigadier- 
general Sullivan (brigadier-general Heath having gone with 
the firft) ( which will Be fucceeded by another in a day or 
two ; and dire(£ily after, I (hall forward the remainder of the 
army (except four or five regiments which will be left for tak- 
ing care of the barracks and public (lores, and fortifying the 
town, and ere£ting fuch works for its defence as the honors 
able general court may think necelTary)— and follow myfelf. 
Apprehending that general Thomas will (land in need of 
fome artillerifts in Canada, I have ordered two companies of 
the train to march immediately \ and two mortars, with a 
quantity of (hells and (hot, to be fent him«-^He fet out on 
the twenty-firft inftant. 

Inclofed you have a copy of the return of Ordnance (lores 
. left in Bofton by the enemy. In it are not included the can- 
non left at the caftle, amounting to a hundred and thirty^ 
five pieces, as reported, all of which, except* a very few, 
they have deftroyed and rendered ufelcfs, by knocking off* 
the trunnions, and fpiking up. 
I beg leave to tranfmit you the copy of a petition from the 
habitants of Nova-Scotia, brought me by * * * efquire, 
icntioned therein, who is now here with an Acadian. From 
is it appears they are in a diilrefied fituation ; and, from 
♦ ♦ * 's account, are exceedingly apprdictt&Ke that they 
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will be reduced to the difagreeablc alternative of taking up 
arms and joining our enemies, or to flee their country, un- 
kfi thej can be proteAed againft their infults and oppref- 
fions. He fajrs that their oommittees think many falutary 
and valu^le confcqoences would be derived from five or fix 
hundred men being fent there, as it would not only quiet 
the minds of the people from the anxiety and uneafinefs they 
are now filled with, and enable them to take a part in behalf 
of the colonies, hut be the means of preventing the Indians 
(of whom there are a good many) from taking the fide of 
government, and tlic minifterial troops from getting fuch 
fupplies of provifions from thence as they have done. 

How far thefc good purpofes would be anfwered if fuch a 
force was fent as they afk for, is impofliblc to determine in 
the prefent uncertain ftatc of things. For, if the army from 
Bofton is going to Halifax (as reported by them hefore their 
departure), that om much more confiderable force wowW be 
of no avail:— if not, and they poflefs the friendly difpofition 
to our caufe, fuggefted in the petition and declared by Mr. 
* * *, it might b^ of great fcrvice, unlefe another body of 
troops fhould be fent thither by adminiftration, too power- 
ful for them to oppofe. It being a matter of fome import- 
ance, I judged it prudent to lay it before Congrefs for their 
oonfideration ; and, requefting their direction upon the fub- 
jed, fliall only add, if they determine to adopt it, that they 
Unll prefcribc the number to be fent, and whether it is to be 
from the regiments which will be left here. — ^I fhall wait 
their decifion, and, whatever it is, will endeavor to have it 
carried into execution. 

I have the honor to be. Sec. G. W. 



Sir, Head-'^arters^ CambrU^ey Jfril j, 1776. 

THIS letter will be delivered you by * * * efquire, 
the gentleman from Nova-Scotia whom I mentionefd to you 
in mine of the twenty-feventh ultimo. He' feemed defirous 1 
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of waiting on the honorable Congrefs, in order to lay be- 
fore them the ftate of public affairs, and fituation of the in- 
habitants of. that pro||ince. And, as it might be in his 
power to communicate m^ny things perfonally which could 
not be fo well done by letter, I encouraged him in his deGgn, 
and have advanced him fifty dollars to defray his expenfes. 
The Acadian accompanies him: and, as. they feem to be 
folid judicious men, I beg leave to reconckincnd them both to 
the notice of Gongrefs j — and am moil refpedtfully, fir, your 
moft obedient, &c. G, W, 



giK, Head-Quarters, Camhrldge^ April I, 1776, 

AN exprefs arrived this morning with a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofed is 
a copy. In confequence of this important intelligence, I 
immediately difpatched an exprefs after general Sullivan 
who is on his march to Norwich With fix regiments, and 
ordered him to file ofi^ to Providence, if he (hould be fo de- 
fired by governor Cooke, to whom I haye wrote on the fub* 
jeft. 

General Greene was to have marched this morning with 
five more regiments, by way of Providence. I have ordered 
him to haften his march for that place ; and hope to colle£t 
a force there, fufficient to prevent the enemy from cfiefting 
their purpofe. 

Whether this movement be only a feint to draw our atten^ 
tion from their principal objeft, or not, is at prefent impoffw 
ble to determine. — I momently expefl: further intelligence 
from governor Cooke.--*'If the alarm (hould be well grounded, 
I fliall haften to Providence, and make the neceflary difpofw 
tions for their reception, I beg you to aflure the honorable 
Congrefs I fliall exert myfelf to the utmoft to fruftrate the 
defigns of the ene^iy. 

I am fir, your moft obedient, &c. 

G. W, 
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SjR, Cambridge, JprU 4, 1776, 

I WAS honored with your fafors of the twenty-firft 
and twenty-fifth ultimo^ on the fecond inftant, — the former 
by Mr. Hanfon, &c, — tthe fatter by Feflcnden. I heartily 
wifli the money had arrived fooner, that the militia might 
have been paid as (ooa as their time of fervice expired. 
The difappointment has given them great uneafinefs, and 
they are gone hpme much difiatisfied: nor have % been 
without fevere complaints from the other troops on the fame 
account. When I get to New- York, I hope a fufScien^ 
fum will be there, ready to pay every claim. 

It is not in my power to make report of the deficiency of 
arms in compliance with the direftion of Congrefs at this 
time, as fome of the regiments are at, and moft of the othen^ 
on their march to, New- York ; nor do I know that it would 
anfwer any good purpofe, if it were, — having made repeated 
applications to the feveral aflemblies and conventions upon the 
fubjeft, and copftantly received for anfwer, that they could 
afford no relief. 

When I arrive at New- York, I fliall, in purfuance of the 
order of Gongrefs, detach four batallions to Canada, if the 
fituation of affairs will admit of it ; and fhall be extremely 
happy if they and the troops already there can cBc& the im- 
portant end of their going. 

In my letter of the firft inftant, per poft, I inclofed you a 
copy of a letter from governor Cooke, advifing me of the ar- 
rival of a (hip pf war, &c, at and near the harbor of New- 
port. I have now the pleafure to inform you that the report 
was entirely premature, and without any foundation. You 
have a copy of his letter of the firft inftant to this effedi.— I 
wi(h the alarm had never been given : it occafioned general 
Sullivan and his brigade to make an unneceffary and incon- 
venient diverfion from their route. 

Inclofed is a copy of an account, prefented by the ho- 
norable general court, of powder fumiflied the continental 
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army by this colony. From the account, it appears that 
part of It was fuppUcd before the army was under my com- 
mand ; and therefore J know nothing of it ; but have not 
the fmalleft doubt of the juftice of the charge. I fliall leave 
about two hundred barrels of this article with major-general 
Ward, out of which Congrefs will direfl: him to make a re- 
turn, if they think proper,— and alfo repayment of what may 
have been furnifhed by the other governments. 

A proclamation of general Howe's, iiTued a few days be- 
fore his departure from town, having fallen into my hands, 
I have inclofed you a copy, which will probably have been 
Ac occafion of large quantities of goods being carried away, 
and the removal of many perfons, which otherwife would 
not have happened. 

Colonel Warren, paymafter-general, finding the army 
likely to be removed from hence, informed me the other day 
that the fituation of his afiairs and engagements in the bufi- 
nefs of the colony are fuch, as to prevent him from per- 
fonally attending the army ; and offered, in cafe it fhould be 
required, to refign. This was rather embarraffmgx To me 
it appears indifpenfably neceffary that the paymafter-general, 
with his books, fhould be at or near head-quarters. Indeed 
it is ufual for the head of every department in the army, 
however difperfed that army may be, to be with the com- 
manding general, keeping deputies in the fmaller departs 
ments. On the other hand, colpnel Warren's merit and 
attachment to the caufe arc fuch, that I could do nothing , 
lefsthan dcfire (as fome money muft be left for the pzy^ 
and contingent charges of the army which will remain here), 
he would wait here till Congrefs Ihall be pleafed to give 
their fentiments upon the matter,-^fending in the mean time 
fome perfon in whom he could confide, with the money^ 
but little of which there will be to carry, though great the 
demands, as nine of the regiments ivhich have marched to 
New-York have only received five hundred pounds each, to-*^ 
wards their pay for the months of February and March,-^ 
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and fix others, not a farthing. I hope therefore this matter 
will be confidered by Con^refs, ^n4 the refalt tranfmitted 
nie as foon as done. 

I would alfo mention to Congrefs| that the militia regi- 
ments which were laft called upon, iiii making up their ab-? 
ftradls, charged pay,— the officers, from the time they rc-^ 
ccived orders to raife companies^^ — and the privates, from tho 
lime they refpeftively engaged to come or were called upon| 
though they did not match for a confiderable time afterj—- 
fome not within three, four, to twenty days, during alt 
which, they remained at home ^bout their own private af- 
fairs, without doing any thing elfe than " preparing for the 
march," as they fay by way qf plea. This appeared to rac 
fo exceedingly unreafonable, and fo contrary to juftjce, that 
the public fhould pay for a longer time than from the day of 
their march to that of their return, that I ordered the ab- 
{lra£):s to be made out accordingly, and refufed to give 
warrants on any other terms. They fay that tlie enlifting 
orders, which went put from their governments, give them . 
the pay they claim. The fa£t may be that fomething ii| 
tbefe may feem to authorife it : but I muft fubmit it to Con* 
grefs, and wifli for their decifion, whether tlie continent 
hiuft pay it.— I am, with great efteem, &c. G. W. 

P. S.I {hall let off to-day. 



Sir, Ncw-prkj Jpril iS^ 1776. 

I AM now to inform you that on the fourth inftant 
I fet out from Cambridge, and arrived here on faturday laft. 
I came through Providence, Norwich, and New-London, in 
order to fee and expedite tlie embarkation of the troops. 
The third brigade, under the command of general Greene, 
was at New-London when I left it, where there was a fufE- 
tient number of tranfports to embark them, — and moft pro- • 
bably would have arrived here before this, had it not been 
for a fevere ftorm which happened the night they failed, 

which 
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wliich difperfed tli^m^ and, I fipar, has done them feme in- 
jury. 

General Spencer, with the laft brigade, marched from 
Roxbijry the day I left Cambridge, and ^rould be at New-» 
London, ready to embark in the return tranfpprts whidi 
brought general SuUiran's divifion to this place* The wholo 
of the troops may be reafonably cxpefted here in the courfe 
of this week. The badnefs of the roadsi and difficulty of 
procuring teams for bringing the (lores, baggage, &C| h4ve 
greatly prolonged their arrival at this ()lac6i 

I have not had time, fince I came, to look fully about ' 
me ; but find many works of defence begun, and fome fkiiftit 
ed. The troops are much difperfed, — fome on Long- 
lHand, others pn Staten-Ifland, Sec. 

I haye ordered four batallions from hence to Canada, and 
am taking meafures to have them forwarded to Albany by 
water with all polSble expedition. This will greatly ex- 
pedite 4heir arrival, and eafe the men of much fatigue. I 
have wrote general Schuyler of their coming, that he may 
have neceflary meafures taken to hurry their march to gene- 
ral Thomas. 

I am informed by general Putnam that the militia, that 
wfere called in for the fupport of this town in cafe the mini- 
ilerial army had arrived before our troops, are all dilcharged, 
it being unneceflary to keep them longer. 

All the (hip^ of war, befides the Afia, moved out of this 
harbor on faturday, and the Afia yefterday ^ fome of whicl^ 
are now below the Narrows, ahd the refl gone to fca- 

Your favor of the tenth inftant, by major Sherburne, di- 
refted to general Putnam or the commanding officer here, 
came to hand on faturday evening, with three boxes of money, 
which I fhall deliver the paymafler as fooa as he arrives, and 
tranfmit you his receipt for the fame. 

' Having received information from hence before my de- 
parture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy cannon 
were wanang> and effentially ueceffary for the defence of 
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this placei in addition to thofe already here, — ^I took the li* 
berty of applying to admiral Hopkins whom I faw at New- 
London, for that number, with the mortars and (lores he 
brought from Providence, — a lift of which he had tranC- 
mitted you. He told me, that, as many were wanting for 
the defence of Providence river and the harbor at New- 
London, it was uncertain whether I could have all I wanted 5 
but that he would fend me all that could be fpared. 

I have not been able to get a return of the troops fince I 
came : — as foon as I do, I will fend it you. 

I am, fir, with great refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Tort, Jpril 18, 1776* 

PERMIT me, through you, to convey to the honor- 
able Congrefs the fentiments of gratitude I feel for the high 
honor they have done me in the public mark of approbation 
contained in your favor of the fecond inftant, which came 
to hand laft night* I beg you to aflure them that it will 
ever be my higheft ambition to approve myfelf a faithful 
fervant of the public ; and that, to be in any degree inftru- 
.mental in procuring to my American brethren a reftitution 
of their juft rights and privileges, will conftitute my chief 
happinefs. 

Agreeable to your requeft, I have communicated, in gene- 
ral orders, to the officers and foldiers under my command, 
the thanks of Congrefs for their good behavior in the fer- 
vice J ^nd am happy in having fuch an opportunity of doing 
juftice to their merit. They were indeed, at firft, ** a band 
0/ undifclpUned hujbandmen ;" but it is (under God) to their 
bravery and attention to their duty that I am indebted for 
that fuccefs which has procured me the only reward I wifli 
to .receive, — the afFeftion and efteem of my countrymen. • 

The medal, intended to be prefented to me by your ho- 
norable body, I {hall carefully preferve as a memorial of 
their regard. I beg leave to return you, fir, my warmeft 

thanks 
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thanks for the polite manner in which you have been pleafed 
to cxprefs their fentiments of my conduft ; and am, with 
fincere eftcem and refpcft, fir, yours and their moft obe- 
dient and moil humble fervant, G. W. 



Sir, New-Tor kf Jpril 19, 1 7 76, 

I HAVE this moment received a letter from general 
Schuyler, containing inclofures of a very important nature, 
ropies of which, I imagine, are contained in the inclofed let- 
ter to you, which I thought it my duty immediately to for- 
ward by exprefs, that they may be laid before the honorable 
Congrefs, and proper meafures purfued to prevent the fatal 
cffefts which are therein apprehended. For my own part, 
I have done my utmoft to forward the four regiments order- 
ed by Congrefs : but a variety of incidents have hitherto con- 
ipired to prevent their embarkation. The men had fcarcely 
recovered themfelves from the fatigues of their march from 
Bofton, and are quite unprovided with neceflaries. The co- 
lonels of the regiments, though repeatedly called upon for 
that purpofe, had neglefted making out the abftrads for 
their pay. All obftacles however are now removed 5 and I 
hope to begin the embarkation this day. Indeed it wbuld 
have been bed, in my opinion, to have fent the regiments, 
raifed in this province and New-Jerfey, upon that fervice, 
had not the peculiar circumftances under which they were 
raifed prevented it. By the terms of their enliftment, they 
are to ferve during the war, and at five dollars per month, 
en condition (as I am informed) that they (hall not be fent 
out of thofe provinces. Befides, they are very ill provided 
-with arms, fome companies not having any. It mull be a 
great burden upon the continent ,to keep fuch a number of 
cfelefs men in pay : and yet, if they fhould be difmiflcd, and 
an unexpefled fupply of arms ftioujd arrive, it may be found 
yery difficult to replace them. 

The officers of the feveral corps that have atrived here 
9 have 
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^vc been fo bufily employed in fixing their men in quarters, 
that I have not yet been able to procure an exaft return of 
their numbers. Some arc yet behind. As foon as the whole 
are colie£led, I (hall order the proper returns>.and tranfmit 
them to Congrefs, 

You will pleafe to notice what colonel Hazen fays of the 
difpofition of the Indians. In my opinion, it will be impot 
fible to keep them in a ftate of neutrality. ^ They muft, and, 
no doubt, foon will take an afiive part either for or againft 
us : an^ I fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs, whe- 
ther it woujd not be befl. immediately to engage them -on our 
fide, and to ufe our utmoft endeavors to prevent their minds 
being poifoned by minifterial emiflaries, which will ever be 
the cafe while a king's garrifon is fufFered to remain in 
their country. Would it not therefore be advifable to fenS 
a fufficient force from the back counties of Pennfylvania, ta 
take pofTeffion of the garrifons of Niagara and ^Detroit? 
This, I th.ink, might eafily be effefted, and would anfwer 
the moft falutary purpofes. The Seneca Indians, who have 
hitherto appeared friendly to us, might be ufefuUy employed 
in this bufinefs. 

I am in hopes moft of the difficuhies mentioned in colone} 
Hazen's letter will be obviated by the appearance of the rc-» 
fpeftable committee of Congrefs in Canada, and the forces 
that have been and will be fent there. The fecurity of tfiat 
country is of the utmoil importance to us. This cannot be 
done fo efFeftually by conqueft, as by taking ftrong hold of 
the aiFeftions and confidence of the inhabitants. It is to be 
lamented that any conduft of the continental troops fhould 
tend to alienate their affeftions' from us. 

The honorable Congrefs will' be able to judge from the 
papers fent thenj by general Schuyler, and the information 
they may receive of the defigns of the enemy, whether it is 
expedient to fend a further reinforcement to Canada. If 
fuch (hould be their determination, I ftand ready to execute 
6 ^ their 
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their orders ; and am, with refpeft, fir, your moft obedient, 
humble fervant, G. W* 

Inciofed is a return of the four regiments ordered to Ca- 
nada; befides which, .there will be two rifle companies, a 
company of artificers, and two artillery-men, ail under the 
command of brigadier-general Thompfon. 



Sir, New^Torkj jfpril22j.jjj6. 

I WAS this day honored with the receipt of yoUr fa- 
vor of the twentieth inftant. I have now the pleafure to ac- 
quaint you that the four regiments defigned for Canada em- 
barked yefterday with a fair wind for Albany, under the 
command of colonels Gre^ton, Patterfon, Bond, and Poor ; 
befides which, there was a company of riflemen, a company 
of artificers, and two engineers, — the whole commanded by 
brigadier-general Thompfon. 

I have repeatedly mentioned to the honorable Congrefs 
the diftrefsful fituation we are in for want of arms.— • 
With much pains and difficulty I got moft of the regiments 
from the eaftward tolerably well furniftied 5 but find the 
York regiments very badly provided. Colonel Ritzema's 
has fcarcely any : and yet thefe men, being enlifted during 
the war, and at five dollars per month, ought not (in my 
judgment) to be difcharged ; as we find it almoft as diflScult 
to get men, as arms. This is a matter of fomc importance, 
which 1 fliould be glad to receive the particular opinion of 
Congrefs upon. 

Mr. Baldwin is one of the afliftant engineers ordered to 
Canada. He is indeed a very ufeful man in his depart- 
ment, but declined the fervice, on account of his pay, which 
he fays is inadequate to bis fupport. In order to induce 
him to continue, I promifed to reprefent his cafe to Con- 
grefs; and would recommend an increafe of his pay, and 
that he fhould have the rank of lieutenant-colonel, of which 
he is yery dcferving. I beg leave therefore to recommend 

him 
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Kim to the Congrefs, and that they would' make provifioa 
for him accordingly. 

A few days ago, application was made to me by the com- 
mittee of fafety for this colony, for an exchange of prifoners- 
For the particulars 1 beg leave to refer you to their letter, a 
copy of which you have inclofed. As there is a Handing 
order of Conjgrefs that no failors or foldiers (hall be exchan- 
ged for citizens, I did not incline to comply with the requeft 
without the particular direftion of Congrefs : but I have 
been (Ince informed that the prifoners, mentioned^ in the 
committee's letter as citizens, are really feamen taken from, 
private veflels, but not in arms. H6w far thi^ may alter the 
cafe, or how far the reafons which induced the Congrefs to 
pafs the refolve above-mentioned may ftiU exift, muft be left 
to their determination* 

The militia, who, on my application, were ordered to this 
place to keep pofleffion until I fliould arrive with the conti- 
nental forces, were obliged to return home without their 
pay, as there wa&no^ then money fufficient in the treafury 
for that purpofe, and to anfwer the exigencies of the army* 
This occafioned great uneafmefs among them, and may be 
attended with very bad confequences in cafe we ihould hare 
occafion for their fervice on any future emergency. I there- 
fore beg the Congrefs would make prbviGon for their pay, 
and point out particularly, whether it is to be done by thc^ 
commander of the continental forces, or by the provincial'^ 
ailemblies or conventions from whence they are fent. 

As the time for which the riflemen enlifted will expire on 
the firft of July next, and as the lofs of fuch a valuable and 
trave body of men will be of great injury to the fervice, I 
would fubmit it to the confideration of Congrefs, whether it 
would not be beft to adopt fome method to induce them 
to continue. They are indeed a very ufeful corps : but I 
need not mention this, a^ their importance is already well 
known to the Congrefs. It is ncceflary they fliould pay an 
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early attention to this matter, as we know from paft expe- 
rience that men arc very flow in re-enlifting. 

When I had the honor of feeing admif al Hopkins at New- 
Lrondon, he reprefented to me the weak (late of his fleet, oc- 
cafloned by (icknefs and the damage he received in his en- 
gagement with the enemy ; and requefted I would fparc 
him two hundred men to afUfl: him in a deflgn he had form- 
ed of attacking Wallace. This I readily cpnfented to ; and 
the men are to be returned as foon as the fervice is per- 
formed. 

I wifli it was in my power at prefent to furnifli general 
LiCe with the companies of artillery he defires. — I have al- 
ready fent two companies to Quebec ; and I have not yet 
been able to procure a return of thofe that are here. I ex- 
pe€t coilonel Knox every moment, and (hall then be able to 
determine whether any can be fpared from hence. Blankets 
we are in great want of, ourfelves j and it was with great 
difficulty a few could be procured for the riflemen that were: 
ordered for Canada. 

I inclofe you Mr. Winthrop's receipt for two hundred 
thoufand dollars brought fome time ago from Philadelphia 
by major Sherburne, which you will pleafe to deliver to the 
continental treafurers. 

On my arrival here, I found that Mr. Livingfton had been 
appointed by the provincial Congrefs a commiflary, to fur- 
iii(h the continental troops ftationed in this city with provi- 
fions. I fuppofe this was done becaufe there was no conti- 
nental commiflary then on the fpot, Mr. Livingfton (till 
claims a right of furnifliing all the troops but thofe lately 
arrived from Cambridge. Mr. Trumbull is now here : and, 
as I confider him as the principal in that office, I (hould be 
glad to know whether any part of the continental troops is 
to be furni(hed by any other than their commiflfary-general. 
I muft needs fay, that to me it appears very inconfiftent, and 
jyxuft create great confufion in the accounts as well as in th^ 
contra<Jl8.— 'I intended to have laid before Congrefs the 
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dipount of the rations, as fupplied by colonel Trumbull 
and Mr. Livingfton 5 and called upon thofes gentlemen to 
fumiih me \rith a feparatc eftimate for that purpofe. Colo- 
nel Trumbull has gxveti me his, by which it appears he fup- 
plies the troops at eight pence and one third per ration* I 
not have yet received any from Mr. Livingfton 5 but am i»* 
formed bis contraft is at ten p^ncc half- penny. The dif-- 
fercnce is immenfe, as It will amount to no Icfs than two 
hundred pounds per day, for twenty thoufand men. It is 
indeed to be confidered that Mr. Livingfton's contraA is, in- 
cluding every other charge •, and that to Mr. Trumbtirs 
muft be added ftore-hire, clerks, and every other contingent 
cxpenfe. But even then it will not amount to fo much as 
Mr. Liyingfton's, by a penny per ration, which, in the grofs, 
will he fomething very considerable. I thought it my duty, 
without prejudice or partiality, to ftate the matter fairly to 
Congrefs, that they might take fuch order upon it as to 
them (hall feem neceffary. I cannot however, in juftice to 
Mr. Trumbull, help adding that he has been indefatigable 
in fupplying the army 5 and I believe, from his connexions 
in New-England, is able to do it on as good terms as any 
perfon in America. 

The feveral matters contained in the foregoing, I muft 
beg the early attention of Congrefs to; and that I may be 
favored with an anfwer as foon as poflible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New'Torkyjlpril22i\^*]6* 

IN a letter which I had the honor to receive from 
Congiefs feme confiderable time ago, they were pleafed to 
afic what rank aides-de-camp bore in the army ? from whence 
1 concluded that they had- adverted to the extraordinary 
trouble and confinement of thofe gentlemen, with a view to 
make them an adequate allowance. But nothing being fince 
done or faid of the matter, I take the liberty,— unfolicited by, 
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' and unknown to my aides-de-camp, — ^to inform your honor- 
able body that their p3y is not by any means equal to their 
trouble and confinement* 

No perfon wiflics more to fave money to the public, than 
I do : and no perfon has aimed more at it. But there are 
fome cafes in which parfimony may be ill placed ; and this I 
take to be one. Aides-de-camp are perfons in whom entire 
confidence mi^ft be placed : it requires men of abilities to 
execute the duties with propriety and difpatch, where there 
is fuch a multiplicity of bufinefs, as muft attend the com- 
mander-in-chief of fuch an army as ours: and perfuaded I 
am, that nothing but the zeal of thofe gentlemen (who live 
with me, and aft in this capacity) for the great American 
caufe, — and perfonal attachment to me, — ^has induced them 
to undergo the trouble and confinement they have expe- 
rienced fince they have becoqie members of my family. 

I give into no kind of amufements myfelf ; and confe- 
quently thofe about me can have none, but are confined 
from morning, till eve, hearing and anfwering the applica- 
tions and letters of one and another, which will now, I ex- 
pe£t, receive a pretty confiderable addition, as the bufinefs 
of the northern and eaftern departments (if I continue here) 
muft, I fuppofe, pafs through my hands. If thefe gentle- 
men had the fame relaxation from duty as other officers 
have in their common routine, there would not be fo much 
in it. But, to have the mind always upon the ftretch, — 
fcarce ever unbent, — and no hours for recreation, — makes a 
material odds. Knowing this, and at the^fame time how 
inadequate the pay is, I can fcarce find inclination to impofc 
the neeeflary duties of their office upon them. To what I 
have here faid, this further remark may be made, and is a 
matter of no fmall concernment to me, and, in its confe- 
quences, to the public ;— and that is, that, while the duty h 
hard and the pay fmall, it is not to be wondered at, if 
there Ihould be found a promptnefs in them to feek prefer- 
ment, or in me to do juftice to them by facilitating their 
Vol. 1. K ' views -, 
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views 5 by which means I muft lofe their aid when they 
have it moll in their power to aflift me. — ^Influenced by 
thefe motives, I have taken the liberty of laying the matter 
fully, and with all due deference, before your honorable 
body, not doubting its meeting with a patient hearing. 
I am, fir, with the greatefl refpeft, &c. G. W- 



Sir, New-Torkj Jprll 23, 1776. 

THAT I might be in readinefs to take the field in 
the fpring, and prepared for. any fervice Cohgrefs fliould 
think proper to fend me upon, this campaign, — I defired co- 
lonel Reed, when he left Cambridge in the fall, to get me 
a fet of camp equipage, tents, and a baggage-waggon, made 
at Philadelphia under his own infpeftion, and fent to me. 
This, he informs me, is now done, and ready to come on. I 
have therefore to beg the favor of Congrefs, through you, to 
order payment of them from the treafury, as it will fave the 
cxpenfe and hazard of a remittance from hence, where we 
ftand much in need of every farthing we have. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-lTorky Jpnl 2Sj ^776. 

I Received by laft- evening's poll a letter from Jofliua 
Wentworth, efquire, of Portfmouth, whom I had appointed 
agent for our little fleet in that province. It is dated the 
fifteenth inftant ; an extradl from which I have the honor of 
tranfcribing for your perufal. 

*' The third inftant, commodore Manly brought in the 
brigantine Elizabeth, one of the third divifion which failed 
from Nantafket, with a valuable cargo of Englilh goods, and 
a few hoglheads of rum and fugar, by a Mr. J * * *, who 
was paflenger, part freighter, and a very tory. Suppofe the 
cargo worth twenty thoufand pounds fterling. Thofe goods 
are, the greater part, owned by the late inhabitants of Bofton, 
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and by fome that were inhabitants when the troops left it, — 
the refidue by this Mr* J * * *, and others of the fame caft. 
The complicate ftate of tjiis prize required my immediate 
fcttirig off for Bofton, eJfpcfting I might find fome dire£lions 
for my government there ; when I waited on general Ward, 
who was obliging enough to give me his opinion (but not 
able to direfl:, having received no inftruGions to the point) 
that the vciTel and cargo muft be libelled, and a dividend to 
the captors would follow, of all fuch goods as might be le- 
gally claimed by the friends to America ; and thofe that were 
th^ property of them inimical, might be decreed forfeited. 
Upon further inquiry, I was informed a refolve paffed in 
Congrefs that all veffels and goods, retaken previous to a 
condemnation by a Britifti court of admiralty, were liable to 
a partial decree (by every colony judge) to the captors, — 
not more than one-third, nor lefs than one-fourth. The 
prefent prize falls under this refolve : and any other, that 
[^maies the] property of our internal enemies liable to a full 
confifcation, may be neceffary for my government : therefore 
ihall be- much obliged by your full direftion of this c^ture, 
and a copy of the continental refolves thereon. This brigan- 
tine is owned by a Mr. Richard Hart of this town, taken on 
her return from the Weft Indies laft Oftober, and carried 
into Bofton, not condemned. The rum on board are feven- 
teen hogfheads, — and four of fugar, not removed out of her 
from the time of capture. The other cargo was in ge- 
neral ftolen by virtue of general Howe's proclamation 
(which undoubtedly you have feen) appointing one C * * * 
B * * * fuperintendant, who, by the way, was taken in 
the prize, and is now confined in the Maflachufetts colony, 
with Mr. J * * * and fundry others, by order of the general 
court to whom general Ward delivered them. 

** There were a fergeant and twelve privates of ^he fourth, 
or king's own regiment, taken prifoners on board, with the 
Qthers, making fixty-three fouls. * * * 

•* There appeared, from the pillage of this cargo by many 
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of the paflengers, the property was in him who could fecret 
the moft. For, when examining the chefts and bedding of 
the prifoners, I found great quantity of goods that they 
had collefted while on board, which wefc taken out of 
warehoufes without packing, and hove promifcuoufly ©n 
board the veflel. Even the failors had provided for their 
difpofal M pleafure. In faft, the deftruftion of property, 
under cover of general Howe's proclamation, is unparallel- 
ed. * * ♦ 

" I am now difcharging the cargo, as it is in a perifhing 
fituation ; and, when felefted, and the regular courfe put- 
fued through the admiralty, (hall advertife agreeable to his 
excellency's inftruftions to general Ward, who was obliging 
enough to give me an abftraft. 

** The general court of this province, finding a difficulty 
in making a code of laws for the admiralty-court, did not 
complete that inftitution their laft feflion, wh^n they ad- 
journed to June 5 which lapfe of time will not admit my 
facilitating the difpofal of the prizes under my care, fo early 
as I could wifli, for the fafety of' part of the intereft of the 
Sufanna's cargo, viz. the porter, which I fear may be fpoil- 
ed by lying fo long, — it not having equal body to that com- 
monly imported fbr fale j —which induces me to defire your 
dife6tion for a difpofal of that article either at private or 
public fale." 

That, fir, is an exaft copy of part of Mr. Wentworth's 
Ifetter to Mr. Moylan. I now requeft you will pleafe to di- 
reft me, in what manner I fliall inftrudt the agent refpeiting 
the complicated cargo, and whether he » may be empowered 
to difpofe of the porter or any other articles on board the 
prizes under his care, which the delay of eflablifliing the 
court of admiralty may make liable to perifli. 

I have not yet heard that there has been any trial of the 
prizes carried into Maflachufetts-Bay. This procraftination 
is attended with very bad confeqiiences. Some of the veflels I 
had fitted outare now laid up, the crews being diifatisfied 
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that they cannot get their prize-money. I have tired the 
Congrefs upon this fubjed: but the importance of it makes 
me again mention, that, if a fummary way of proceeding is 
not refolved on, it will be impofSble to get our veflels man- 
ned. I muft alfo mention to you, fir, that captain Manly 
and his crew are defirous to know when they may expe£l 
their part of the value of the ordnance (lores taken lafl fall. 
They are anxious to know what the amount may be. As the 
inventory of that cargo is in the hands of Congrefs, I would 
humbly fubmit it to them, whether a valuation thereof ihould 
not be made, and the captors* dividend be remitted them as 
foon as poflible. It will give them fpirit, and encourage them 
to be alert in looking out for other prizes. 

Several officers belonging to the regiments raifed in thefe 
middle colonies inform me that their men (notwithftanding 
their agreement) begin to murmur at the diflinftFon of pay 
made between them and the regiments from the eaftward, 
I would be glad that the Congrefs would attend to this in 
time, left it may get to fuch a pitch as will make it difficult 
to fupprefs. They argue that they perform the fame duty, 
undergo the fame fatigue, and receive five dollars, when the 
caffern regiments receive fix dollars and two- thirds per 
month. For my own part, I wifti they were all upon the 
fam^ footing : for, if the Britifli army will not face this way, 
it will be neceflary to detach a great part of our troops : in 
that cafe, I would, for many reafons, be forry there fhould 
be any diftinftions of regiments that are all in the pay of 
the United Colonies. 

The deficiency of arms (in the New- York regiments ef- 
pecially) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there are 
fcarce as many in colonel Ritzema's regiment as will arm 
one company. — Can the Congrefs remedy this evil ? If they 
can, there fhould not a moment be loft in cffe£iing it, as 
our ftrength at prefent is, in reality, on paper only. Should 
•we think of difcharging 'thofe men who are without arms, 
the remedy would be worfe than the difeafe : for, by vigor- 
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ous exertions, I hope arms may be procured 5 and I wcH 
know that the raifing men is excee^iing difficult, cfpecially 
to be engaged during the continuance of the war, which is 
the footing on which colonel Ritzema's regiment is en- 
gaged. 

Jpril 26, ^I had wrote thus far before I was honor- 
ed with your favor of the twenty-third inftant. In obe- 
dience to the order therein contained, I have dire£ted fix 
regiments more . for Canada, which will embark as foon as 
veflels and other neceflaries can be provided. Thefe regi- 
ments will be commanded by general Sullivan. I (hall give 
him inftruftions to join the forces in that country under ge- 
neral Thomas, as foon as poffible. 

With refpeft to fending more troops to that country, I 
am really at a lofs what to advife, as it is impoffible at pre- 
fent to know the defigns of the enemy. Should they fend the 
whole force under general Howe up the river St. Laurence 
to relieve Quebec and recover Canada, the troops gone and 
now going will be infufficient to (lop their progrefs : and 
(hould they think proper to fend that or an equal force this 
way from Great Britain for the purpofe of pofleffing this 
city and fecuring the navigation of Hudfon's river, the 
troops left here will not be fufficient to oppofe them : and yet, 
for any thing we know, I think it not improbable they may 
attempt both, — both being of the greateft importance to 
to them,— if they have men. 

I cpuld wifti indeed that the army in Canada fhould be 
more powerfully reinforced : at the fame time I am con- 
fcious that the trufling this important poft (which is now 
become the grand magazine of America) to the handful 
of men remaining here, is running tqo great a rifle. The fe- 
curing this poft and Hudfon's river is to us alfo of fo great 
importance, that I cannot at prefent advife the fending any 
more troops from hence:— on the contrary, the general of- 
ficers now here, whom I thought it my duty to confult, 
think \t ^bfolutely necefl^ary to increafc the army at this 
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place With at leaft ten thoufand men, efpecially when it is 
confidered, that, from this place only, the army in Canada 
mud draw its fupplies of ammunition, provifions, and, mod 
probably, of men ; and that all reinforcements can be fent 
from hence much eafier than from any other place. — By the 
inclofed return, you will fee the ftate of the army here, and 
that the number of effc£l:ive men is far ihort of what the 
Congrefs muft have expelled. 

I have found it neceflary to order colonel Dayton's regi- 
ment from New-Jerfey to march as one of the fix to Cana- 
da : wherefore I muft recommend it to Congrefe to order 
two companies of one of the regiments ftill in Pennfylvania 
to march to Cape-May, which can be done much fooner : 
for, had this deftination of that regiment not taken place, it 
would -have been very inconvenient to have detached two 
companies from it to that place ; as the march would (ac- 
cording to lord Stirling's and other accounts)' have been at 
leaft two hundred miles from Amboy, and they muft have 
pafled within twenty miles of Philadelphia, there being no 
prafticable road albng the fea-coaft of New-Jerfey for their 
baggage to have pafled. 

Dr. Potts, who is bearer hereof, was, I underftand, ap- 
pointed direilor of the hofpital for thefe middle colonies 5 
but the army being removed^ with the general hofpital, from 
the eaftward, does in courfe fupercede him. He is inclined 
to go to Canada, where he may be very ufeful, if a perfon 
is not already appointed for that department.— -I would 
humbly beg leave to afk the Congrefs whether, in all thefe 
appointments, it would not be beft to have but one chief, to 
whom all the others (hould be fubordinate. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, New'Torkj Jfrll 30, l^^(y• 

I MEAN, through you, to do myfelf the honor of 
laying before Congrefs a copy of an addrefs tranfmitted 
th^m fome time ago by the aflembly of Rhode-Ifland, which 
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governor Cooke favored me with in the month of Janiary, 
at the fame time requefting me to intereft myfelf in pro^ 
curing a body of forces on the continental eftablifhment, for 
the defence of that colony. I doubt not but the addrefs and 
the fubjeft of it have had the attention and confideration of 
Congrefs before now* But if they have not decided upon the 
matter, I would beg leave to mention that I have made iiKjuiry 
into the fituation and condition of the colony, and find it to be 
as dated in the addrefs ; and, with all deference to the opinion 
of Congrefs, conceive it highly neceflary and expedient that 
they (Iiould adopt fome meafures for relieving their diftrcfs, 
and granting the aid prayed for. The importance of it in 
the chain of the union, — its extenfive fea-coaft, affording 
harbors for our (hipping and veffels, at the fame time ex-!- 
pofing and fubje^ting the inhabitants to the ravages and de-p 
-predations of our enemies, — the zeal and attachment which 
it has fliewn, and which ftill adtuates it, towards the com-r 
mon caufe, — their incapacity to pay a fufBcient number of 
men for it5 defence, (hould they be able to furnifii them af? 
ter fo many engaged in other fervices ; — thefe, and many 
other reafons which are too obvious to be mentioned, plead 
powerfully for the notice and attention of Congrefs, and 
feem to me to claim their fupport. 

Having thus ftated the matter to Congrefs for their confi- 
deration, agreeable to my promife to governor Cooke when 
I bad the honor of feeing him on my way here, — I (hall leave 
it with them, not doubting but they will duly we'igh its im-- 
portance, and give fuch afliftance as they may think reafon-^ 
able and jlift. — ^What they chiefly wifti for is that the troops 
they have raifed may be taken into continental pay, and 
f;ommanding officers appointed by Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 
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Sir, Nevj-ToKh, May 5, 1776. 

I AM honored with your favor of the thirtieth uhi- 
mo, and obferve what CongreCs have done rcfpefting the 
lettlement of the paymafter's accounts. This feems expe- 
pedicnt, as he is out of office, and, I am certain, will be at- 
tended with but little if any difficulty ; nothing more being 
neceflary, than to compare the warrants with his debits, and 
the receipts he has given, with his credits. I wifh every 
other fettlement as eafy, and that a committee was appoint- 
ed to examine and audit the accounts upon which the war- 
rants are founded, particularly thofe of the quarter-mafter 
and commiflary generals. They are long and of high 
amount, confifting of a variety of charges, —of courfe more 
intricate, — and will require^time and an extraordinary degree 
of attention to adjuft and liquidate in a proper manner. — 
Upon this fubjeft, I did myfelf the honor to write you a 
confiderabk time ago. 

Having had feveral complaints from the oSScers in the 
'caftern regimenta who have been and are engaged in recruit- 
ing, about the expenfe attending it, and for which they have 
never yet been allowed any thing, though the officers in 
thefc goyernments have, as I am informed,— I (hall be glad 
to know whether the allowance of ten fhillings, granted to 
the officers for every man enlifted, by the refolve of Con- 
grefs in [January]^ is general and indifcriminate, or con- 
fined to the middle diftrifts. — If general, muft I have retro- 
fpeft to the time of the refolve, and pay for the fervices 
fince, or only for future enliflments ? 

In a letter I wrote to Congrcfs the twenty-fifth of Decem- 
ber, I inclofed one I had received from Jacob Bailey, efquire, 
about opening a road from Newbury to Canada. I have re- 
ceived another of the fifteenth ultimo : and, from his account 
?ind the intelligence I have from others upon inquiry, I have 
no doubt of the praflicability of the meafure ; and am well 
informed that the diftance will be confider^bly fliortened, in- 
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fomuch that our people going from any part of the New- 
Englana governments eaftward of Connefticut-river, to Ca- 
nada, or returning from thence home, will perform their 
march in five or fix days lefs time than by coming or going 
mij way now ufed. Add to this that the road may be fo con- 
duced (as it is faid) as to go to the river Miflifque, from 
whence the water-carriage to St, John's is good, except forty 
odd miles, — or be carried fo far to the northward, as to keep 
clear of the lakes altogether, and afford an eafy pafs into 
Canada at all feafons. The advantage refulting from this 
route being fo great and important, I have advanced colonel 
Bailey two hundred and fifty pounds to begin with, and di- 
re£ied him to execute his plan. No doubt it will require a 
confidcrable advance to accdmplifh it : but that will be foon 
funk. The expenfe faved, by taking off fix days' pay and 
provifions from the foldiers returning to tlie eaftern go- 
vernments at the expiration of this campaign, will be almoft 
if not more than equal to the charge incurred in opening it. 
If not,— as in all probability there will be often a neceflSty 
for fending detachments of our troops to Canada from thofe 
governments, and for others to return, it will fpon be re- 
paid. 

By a letter from general Schuyler, of the twenty-feventh 
nltinao, I find general Thompfon and his brigade were at 
Albany 5 — general Sullivan with the hft (except three or four 
companies of colonel Wayne's regiment, not yet come) is 
embarked and gone, and probably will be foon there. I 
am apprehenfive, from general Schuyler's account, that they 
will not proceed with the wiflied-for expedition, owing to a 
dif&culty in getting teams and provender for cattle neceffary 
to carry their baggage, and a fcarcity of batteaux at the 
lakes for fo large a number, though he is taking the utmofli 
pains to procure them. Should they be flopped for any 
time, it will be exceedingly unfortunate, as their going from 
hence has weakened us here much, and our army in Canada - 
will not be ftrengthened. 

I have 
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I have fent with the la ft brigade fixty barrels t)f powder, 
znd other ftores and intrenching tools, a fupply being afked 
for ; alfo the chain for a boom at the narrows of Richelieu,, 
and the three boxes of money brought by Mr. Hanfon i and 
.have wrote to general Schuyler to have the boom fixed as 
foon as poflible. — ^The commiflary too has forwarded about 
eight hundred barrels of pork, and is in expe£lation of a 
further quantity from Connefticut, which will go on with- 
out flopping here. 

As the magazine from whence the northern and eaftera 
armies will occafionally receive fupplies of powder will pro- 
bably be here, and our (lock is low and inconfiderable, being 
much reduced by the fixty barrels fent to Canada, I (hall be 
glad to have a qtiantity immediately forwarded. Our ftores 
fliould be great : for if the enemy make an attack upon the 
town, or attempt to go up the North-river, the expenditure 
will be very confiderable. Money too is much wanted : — 
the regiments that are paid have only received to the firft of 
April, except thofe of Pennfylvania and Jerfey which arc 
gone to Canada : they are paid to the laft of April. By a 
letter from general Ward, I find his cheft is juft exhaufted 5 
the money which was left with him for the payment of the 
five regiments at Bofton and Beverly being almoft expended 
by large draughts in favor of the commjfTary and quarter- 
mafter, and in fitting out the armed velTels. 

I would here afk a queftion, to wit, whether, as Mr. War- 
ren's commiiEon is fuperceded by Mr, Palfrey's appointment, 
it will not be necefTary to fix upon fome perfon to pay the 
troops there : or are the payments to go through his hands? 
— He does not incline to do any thing in the affair without 
the direflion of Congrefs. 

1 have inclofed you a return of the laft brigade detached, 
and alfo of the forces remaining here. And as it is a mat- 
of much importance to know the whole of our ftrength from 
time to time, and to fee it at one view, for regulating our 
movements mt)\ propriety, I wifh it were a diredlion from 

Congrefi 
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Congrcfs to the commanding officers In the different diftrifts 
to make monthly returns to the commander-in-chief of the 
continental army, of tlie ftate of the troops in their depart- 
mentS) and alfo of the military (lores. Such direftion will 
probably make them more attentive than they otherwife 
would be. — I could not get a return of the army in Canada 
all hft year. . 

I beg leave to lay before Congrefs a copy of the proceed- 
ings of a court-martial upon lieutenant * * ♦ * of the fe- 
cond regiment, and of his defence, — which I fhould not 
have troubled them with, had I not conceived the court's 
fcntcnce, upon the fa"fts dated in the proceedings, of a fin- 
gnlar nature, to be by no means adequate to the enormity of 
his offence, and to be of exceeding dangerous and pernicious 
tendency. Upon thefe principles I thought it my duty to 
tranfmit the proceedings to them, in order that they may 
form fuch a judgment upon the fadls flated, as they may 
conceive right and juft, and advancive of the public good.— 
At the fame time I would mention to Congrefs that I think 
it of material confequence that they feould pafs a refolve, 
cutting off the right of fucceffion in the military line from 
one rank to another, which is claimed by many upon the 
happening of vacancies,— (upon which principle this offence 
feems to have originated in a great mcafure, and the extraor- 
dinary judgment in this inftance to be founded J— declaring 
that no fucceffion or promotion can take place upon any va- 
cancy, without a continental commiflion giving and autho- 
rifing itl It is of much confequence to check and entirely 
fupprefs this opinion and claim, which is becoming too pre- 
valent, and has an obvious tendency to introduce mutiny 
and diforder j — or, if they conceive the claim good, ^nd that 
|t fliould take place, that they will declare it fo, that the 
point may be fettled and known in future. 

I have the honor to be, &cc. , G. W. 



Sir, 
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Sir, NeW'Tcrhy May 5, 1 776, 

I HAVE fo often and fo fully communicated my want 
of arms to Congrefs, that I (hould not have given them the 
trouble of receiving another letter upon this fubjeft at this 
tinie, but for the particular applicatipn of colonel Wayne of 
Pcnnfylvania, who has pointed out a method by which he 
thinks they may be obtained. 

In the hands of the committee of fafety at Philadelphia^ 
there are, according to coloriel Wayne's account, not lefs 
than two or three thoufand ftand of arms for provincial ufe. 
From hence he thinks a number might be borrowed by Con- 
grefs, provided they are replaced with continental arms as 
they are brought into the magazine in that city. At a crifis 
fo important as this, fuch a loan might be attended with the 
mofl fignal advantages,— while the defencelefs ftate of the 
regiments, if no relief can be had, may be produftive of 
fatal confequences. 

To give Congrefs fome idea of our fituation with refpeO; 
to arms — (and juftice to my own charadler requires that it 
fliould be known to them, although the world at large will 
form their opinion of our ftrength from numbers, without 
attending to circumflances) — it may not be amifs to inclofc 
a copy of a return which I received a few days ago from the 
forts in the Highlands, and add, that, by a report from colo- 
nel Ritzema's regiment, of the twenty-ninth ultimo, there 
appeared to be only ninety-feveh firelocks andfeven bayonets 
belonging thereto ; and that all the regiments from the eaft- 
ward arc deficient from twenty to fifty of the former. Four 
of thofe companies at the fortifications in the Highlands be- 
long to colonel Clinton's regiment: but in what condition 
the refidue are on account of arms, and how colonel Wyn- 
koop's men are provided, I cannot undertake to fay, but am 
told, moft miferably ; as colonel Dayton's of New-Jerfey 
and colonel Wayne's of Pennfylvahia alfo are. 'This, fir, is 
a true though melancholy defcription of our fituation. The 
g propriety 
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propriety therefore of keeping krms in ftore Mrhen men in 
aftual pay nre in want of them, and who (it is to be pre- 
fumed) will, as they ought, bear the heat and burden of 
the day, is fubnvtted with all due deference to the fuperior 
judgment of others. 

I cannot, by all the inquiries I have been able to make, 
learn what number of arms have been taken from the tories, 
where they lie, or how they are to be got at. The com- 
mittee of fafety for this colony have aflured me that no ex- 
ertions of theirs (hall be wanting to procure arms : but our 
fufferings in the mean while may prove fatal, as men without 
are in a manner ufelefs. I have therefore thoughts of em- 
ploying an agent whofe fole bufinefs it fhall be to ride 
through the middle and interior parts of thefe governments, 
for the purpofe of buying up fuch arms as the inhabitants 
may incline to fell, and are fit for ufe. 

The defigns of the enemy are too much behiiid the cur- 
tain for me to form any accurate opinion of their plan of 
operations for the fummer's campaign. We are left to wan- 
der therefore in the field of conjecture : and as no place (all 
its confequences confiJered) feemed of more importance in 
the execution of their grand plan, than pofleffing themfelves 
^ Hudfon*s river, I thought it advifable to remove with the 
continental army to this city fo foon as the king*s troops 
evacuated Bofton. But if Congrefs, from their knowledge, 
information, or belief, think it beft for the general good of 
the fervice that I (hould go to the northward or el fe where, 
they are convinced, I hope, that they have nothing more to 
do than fignify their commands. —With the greateft re- 
fpeft, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Torky May 7, 1776. 

*AT a quarter after feven this evening, I received by 
cxprefs a letter from Thomas Cufhing, efquire, chairman of 
a comipittee of the honorable general court, covering one 

to 
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to them from the committee of Salem ; copies of which I 
do myfelf the honor to lay before Congrefs, that they may 
judge of the intelligence contained therein, and dircd fuch 
meafures to be taken upon the occafion as they may think 
proper and neceflary. 

I would obferve, that, fuppofing captain Lee's account to 
be true in part, I think there muft be a miflakc either in the 
number of troops or the tranfport (hips- If there arc no 
more fhips than what are mentioned, it is certain there can- 
not be fo many troops Of this, however, Congrefs can 
Judge as well as myfelf; and I fubmit to them, whether, 
upon the whole of the circumftances, and the uncertainty of 
their deflination (if they were feen at all), they chufe that 
any forces fliall be detached from hence, as they will fee, 
from the returns tranfmitted yelterday, jhat the number of 
men now here is but fmall and inconfiderable ; and (what is 
to be regretted) no fmall part of thefe without arms. — Per- 
haps, by dividing and fubdividing our force too much, wc 
fliall have no one poft fufficiently guarded- 

I fliall wait their direftion"; and, whatever their order is, 
fliall comply with it as foon as poflible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. J9^- 

P. S. I have by the fame exprefs a letter from general 
Ward, containing a Cmilar account to that from the Salem 
committee, and by way of captain Lee. 

Should the commiflioners arrive that are 'mentioned, how 
arc they to be received and treated ? — I wifh the diredion of 
Congrefs upon the fubjeft,' by return of the bearer. 



Sir, New'Torki May 11, 1776. 

1 AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors 
of the fourth and feventh in ft ant with their fcveral iiiclo- 
fures, and am exceedingly glad, that, before the refolution 
refpedling lieutenant-colonel Ogden came to hand, I had 
ordered him to join his regiment, and had quelled a difa- 

greeablc 
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greeable fpirit both of muritiy and defertiou, which had 
taken place and fecmed to be rifing to a great degree in con* 
fequence of it. In order to effeft it, I had the regiment 
paraded, and ordered two more at the fame time under arms, 
convinced them of their error and ill conduft, and obtained 
a promife for their good behavior in future. To fuch of 
the men as had abfconded I gave pardons, on their afiiirances 
to return to their duty again. 

In my letter of the fifth inftant which I had the honor of 
addreffing you, I mentioned to Congrefs the refraftory and 
mutinous eonduft of lieutenant * ♦ * * of the fecond re- 
giment, and laid before them a copy of the proceedings of a 
court-martial upon him, and of his defence, with a view 
that fuch meafures might be adopted as they fliould think 
adequate to his crime. — I would now beg leave to inform 
them, that, fince then, he has appeared fenfible of his mif- 
conduft ; and having made a written acknowledgment of his 
offence, and begged pardon for it (as by the inclofed copy 
will appear), I thought it beft to releafe him from his con- 
finement, and have ordered him to join his regiment ; which 
I hope will meet their approbation, and render any determi- 
nation, as to him, unneceflary ; — obferving at the fame time 
that I have endeavored, and, I flatter myfclf, not inefiec- 
tually, to fupport their authority, and a due fubordinatibn in 
the army, I have found it of importance and highly expe- 
dient to yield many points in fa£l, without feeming to have 
done it, — and this, to avoid bringing on a too frequent diC- 
cuffion of matters, which, in a political view, ought to be 
kept a little behind the curtain, and not be made too much 
the fubjefts of difquifition. — ^^Time only can eradicate and 
overcome cuftoms and prejudices of long ftanding: they 
muft be got the better of, by flow and gradual advances. 

I would here take occafion to fuggeft to Congrefs (nol 
wifliing Oi meaning of myfelf to aflume the fmalleft degree 
of power in any inftance) the propriety and necefllty jof 
having their fentiments refpeding the filling up the va- 
cancies^ 
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caQCi^s and ifTuing commiflions to officers^'efpecially to thofe 
under the rank of field officers. Had I literally complied 
with the dirediions given upon this fubjed when I firft en-» 
gaged in the fenrtcei and which I conceived to be fuperceded 
by a fubfequent refolve for forming the army upon th^ pre-- 
ient eftablifhment, I muft have employed one clerk for no 
other bufinefs than ifiuing warrants of appointment, and 
giving information to Congrefs for their confirmation or re- 
fttial. It being evident from the neceffity of the thing, thai 
ikcre will be frequent changes and vacancies in office, from 
death and a variety of other caufes, I now fubmit it to them^ 
and pray their direction whether I am to purfue that mode 
and all the ceremonies attending it, or to be at liberty to fill 
up and grant cotimiffions at once to fuch^ may be fit and 
proper perfons to fucceed. ♦ ♦ * 

Before I have done, with the utmofl deference and refpeft 
I would beg leave to remind Congrefs of my former letters 
and applications refpefking the appointment of proper per- 
foas to fuperintend and take diredion of fuch prifoners a» 
live already fallen and will fall into our hands in the courfe 
of the war, — ^being fully convinced, that, if Ihere were per- 
fims appointed who would take the whole management of 
them under their care, the continent would fave a confider^ 
able fum of money by it, and the prifoners be better treated 
and provided with real neceflaries than they now are ; — ^and 
ihall take the liberty to add that it appears to me a matter 
of much importance, and worthy of confideration, that par- 
ticuhr and proper places of fecurity fhould be fixed on and 
cftablifhcd in the interior parts of the different governments 
for their reception. 

Such eftablilhments are agreeable to the praftice and ufage 
of the Englifh and other nations, and are founded on prin- 
dples of neceffity and public utility. The advantages whiiji 
wi&arife from them are obvious and many: -I (haUonly 
iKatiaa two or three.— They will tend much to prevent 
tk^fiB (which are difficult to efi££l when the public is once 

VcNU I. L advertifed 
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advert! fed that the prifoners are reftrained to a few ftate<J 
>iid weir-known plices, and not permitted to go fxbm 
tbence)» and the more ingenious ^i>H?ag them fr^no 4Jflemi- 
dating and fpreading, their afttful and penvicious intrigues 
and opinions througliout the country, which would inflttenee 
the weaker and wavering , part Qfman'kind, and rpfee* .with 
but too favorable ji bearing. Further, it will be lefa in their 
power to join and afiSll our enemie-S'ifh C4fes,of inrafion, and 
wiJl give 'u». *n '-oj:>portunity always to know> frott> the re- 
t^irns of thofe appointed to fupcriutend them, what iHinftber 
Y?6 liave.in pofleffion, tl>e fovce. fuffisei^t to chcoJc ai^ fup- 
pj?rf9rtbdr hoftile views irt tinier of <?fneT*gencyj and the cx.- 
penfej neceCiyy ifor their tnaiiitciiaiKe and fupport. Many 
cither reafons m^|Jit be aclducetl to prove the necelTuy and 
expediency of the meafure? — I rtv^W. oi)Jy fubjoinpne morey 
ijnd then have done on the fubjecl,-r-v.bich i$> tliat many of 
the tov/ns where priffoncrs have been a head y^ fen t, not hay* 
ing convenience for or the ineans of keeping them, cqmplai» 
they are bnrdenfonr>c ; a.nd have become carelefs, inatfemive, 
and altogether indifferent whetlict they ^fcape or nof 5 anA 
tiiofe of them .that are ref^rifked to a clofcr confinement 
(the liniitvS of jail) are iie;;Jcch'd, and not treated with that 
oare and regard Vv'hich Congrefs w'l&u 
. I have not received fiinher unelligence of the Gcrmatv 
troops fince my letter of the feventh inftant, covering JMr- 
Cuflilng's difpatches. But, left the account of their coming 
fhould be true, may it net be adylfaWe and good policy to 
raifc fome companies of our Germans to fend among them 
when they arrive,, for exciting- a fpirit of difaiFe£Uon and 
defertion?— If a few fenfible and trufty fellows cjoukl gcf 
vthh them, I flbould think tjiey woukl have great weight and 
influence with the common foidiery, who certainly have HQ 
enmity towards us, having received no injury nor caufe of 
quarjrei from us. ; The meafure having, occurred, and. ap-t. 
peajring'tQ me^expedient, I thought it prudent to meutio»i»t 
for the confideration' of Congrefs* . .• »■ 

. ^Having 
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(layiqg received a letter from general Ward, advifing that 
Congrefe have accepted his refignation, and praying to be 
ifelieved, — and it being neceflary that a general officer (hould 
be fent to take the command of the troops at Bofton, efpe- 
cially if the army fhould arrive which is talked of, and which 
feme confider aS' a probable event, — ^I muft beg leave to re- 
commend to Congrefs the appointment . of fome brigadier* 
generals, not having more here (nor fo many at this time) 
than are eflential to the government and conducing the 
forces and the works that are carrying on. Generals Sul- 
livan and Thompfon being ordered to Canada^ I cannot 
fpare one more general officer from hence without injuring 
the fervice greatly, and leaving the army here without a fuf- 
ficient number. 

Having frequent applications from the committee of fafety 
and others, about an exchange of prifoners, and not having 
authority to purfue any other mode in this inftance, than 
that marked out by a refolve of Congrefs fome confiderablc 
time ago, I hope they will pardon me when I wifli them to 
take under confideration fuch parts of my letter of the 
twenty- fecond ultimo as relate to this fubjecSi ;, and for 
their determination upon it. I (hall then have it in my 
power to give explicit and fatisfaclory anfwers to thofe who 
ihall apply. — I am, fir, &c. G. W* 



Sir, NeW'Tork, May 15, 1776. 

SINCE my laft of the eleventh inftant which 1 had 
the honor to addrefs you, nothing of moment or importance 
has occurred \ and the principal defign. of this is to com- 
municate to Congrefs the intelligence I received laft night 
from general Schuyler by a letter of the tenth, rcfpefling 
the progrefs of our troops in getting toward^ Canada, not 
doubting of their impatience and anxiety to hear of it and 
of every thing relating to the expedition. For their more 
particular information and fatisfadlion, I -have done myfelf 
La ' the 
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the plcafure to cxtradl the fubftance of his litter on this 
heady which is as follows : — " that general Thompfon, with 
the hft of his brigade, on the morning of ttiefJay fc'nnight, 
embarked at Fort-George ; and, in the evening of the next 
day, general Sullivan arrived at Albany ; — that he had order- 
ed an additional nnmber of carpenters to affift in building 
boats ; who, fmiflitng eight every day, would have a hundred 
and ten complete by the twenty-firft, before which he was 
feirful the laft of general Sullivan's brigade could not em- 
bark 5~that they would carry thirty men each, befides tk 
taggagc, ammunition, and intrenching tools.** ♦ * * 

He alfo informs, •* that tlie fixty barrels of powdef had 
arrived, and would be forwarded that day 5 — that the firft 
regiment of general Sullivan's brigade marched that morn- 
higj and that the intrenching tools and about fix hundred 
barrels of pork were alfo gone on j— that he cannot poffibly 
fend more than half of the three hundred thoufand dollars 
into Canada (being greatly in debt on the public account, 
and the creditors exceedingly clamorous and importunate 
for payment),,* which fum he hopes will be fufficient fill the 
Canadians agree to take our paper currency, to which thejf 
are muchaverfe, and of which he is exceedingly doubtful ;— 
that he had got the chain, and would forward it tha#day to 
general Arnold, with orders to fix it at the rapids" of Riche- 
lieu." He adds ** that he had reviewed general Sullivan's 
brigade in prefence of about two hundred and fixty Indians, 
who were greatly pleafed with the order and regularity of 
the troopsy and furprifed at the number, which, the tpries 
had induftrioufly propagated, confided only of three compa- 
lliesj and that they were kept always walking the ftreets, to 
induce them to believe their number was much greater than 
It rcafty was.** 

I have inclofed a copy of "general Schuyler's inftru^ions 
to jfames Price^ efquire, deputy commiflary-general, for 
the t^ulation of his condu£^ in that department, which I 
received laft night, and which general Schuylef I'c^ucfted 
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me to forward you. — I alfo beg leave to lay before Congrcft 
a copy of a letter from Samuel Stringer, direSor of one of 
the hofpitals, purporting an application for an increafc of 
furgcons'- mates, &c, an eftiroate of which is alfo inclofed; 
and Aibmit it to them, what number muft be fent from 
hence or got elfewhere. It is highly probable that many 
more will bg wanted in Canada than are already there, on 
account of the late augmentation of the army : but I thought 
it moft advifabie to make his requifition Jcnown to Congrefs, 
and to take their order and direction uppn it. — As to the 
medicines, I fliall fpeak to Dr. Morgan (not yet arrived) as 
foon as he comes, and order him to forward fuch as may be 
peceilary and can be poffibly fpared. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W^ 



Sir, New^Tori, May 17, T776. 

I THIS moment received by exprefs from general 
Schuyler an account of the melancholy profped and reverfe of 
our affairs in Canada : and prefuming that the letters which 
accompany this will give Congrefs full information upon th^ 
fubjeft, I (hall only add that general Schuyler, in purfuance 
of orders from the honorable commiffioners, has dire£^4 
brigadier-genera) Sullivan to halt his brigade \ as a further 
reinforcement (on account of the fcarcity of provifions) 
would not relieve, but contribute greatly to diftrefs our troops 
already in Canada. Before he received thefe orders, all the 
brigade, except Dayton's and Wayne's regimentSi had left 
Albany : but 1 fuppofe he will be able to flop their march. 

By my letter of the fifteenth, Congrefs will perceive the 
quantity of pork already gone from hence : and the com-* 
miflary has aflured me that he will forward a further fupply 
as foon as it can be pofiibly coileded. I had alfo dire^ed 
five tons of lead to be fent to general Schuyler for the Car 
nada expedition, before I received this unfortunate account; 
which was as much as could be fpared for the prefent (our 
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ftock being inconfiderable in proportion to the demand we 
may rcafonably expcft for it) ; and fliall do every thing in mj 
power to relieve our nEhirs from their prefcnt 4iftreired and 
melancholy iituation in that quarter^ which occurs to m 
and appears neceflary. 

I am alfo lo acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the 
tenth and thirteenth inftant, with their feveral inclofurcs. 
The money, accompanying the latter, came to the paymaf- 
tcr's hands fafe.^«*I have the honor to be, &c- G. W. 



Sir, New^Torki May i8, 1776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit to you the in- 
clofed letters and papers I received this morning in the ftatc 
they now are, which contain fundry matters of intelligence 
of the moft interefting nature. As the confideration of 
them may lead to important confequcnces and the adoption 
of feveral meafures in the military line, I have thought it 
advrfable for general Gates to attend Congrefs — (he will fol* 
low to-morrow, and fatisfy> and explain to them fome points 
they may wifli to be informed of in the courfe of their deli- 
berations) —not having an opportunity at this time to fubmit 
my thoughts to them upon thefe interefting accounts. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W< 



Sin, New-Tort, May 19, 1776, 

THIS will be delivered you by general Gates who 
fets out to-day for Congrefs, agreeable to my letter of yet 
terday.' I have committed to him the heads of fundry mat- 
ters to lay before Congrefs for their confideration, which, 
from the interefting intelligence contained in my laft, ap- 
pear to me of the utmoft importance, and to demand their 
moft early and ferious attention. 

Senfible that I have omitted to fet down many things ne- 
ccflary, and which probably, when deliberating, they ^i^J' 

wi*h 



Digitized by 



Google 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 15^ 

wifli to be acquainted with,-*— and not conceiving myfclf at li- 
berty to depart from my poft (though to attend them} with- 
out their previous approbation, — I ha^e requefted general 
Gates to fubjoin fuch hlnt§ of his own, as he may apprc-^ 
hend material. His miiitary experience and intimate ac- 
quaintance with the fituatiori of our affairs will enable Hini' 
to give Congrefs the fulleft: fatisfaftion aboiit the meafures" 
neceflary to be adopted at this alarming crifis ; and, with' 
his zeal and attachment to the caufe of America, have a' 
claim to thteir notice and favors. 

When Congrefs fhall have come to a derermination on' 
die fubjeft of this letter, and fuch parts of my former letters' 
as have not been determined.jon^ you will be plea fed to 
hpnor me with the refult.. — I am, fir, &c. G. W- 



Sir, New'Torkif May 20/1 yj6: 

YOUR favor of the 'fixteenth, \^itli feveral refolu- 
tions of Congrefs therein inclofed, I had not the honor to' re- 
ceive till laft night Before the receipt, I did not Aink myfelf 
at liberty to w^it on Congrefs, although I wifhed to do*it;' 
and therefore the more readily confented to genei'al Gates's^ 
attendance, as I knew there were many mattefrs which* 
could be better explained in a perfonal interview than ii;i 
whole volumes of letters. He accordingly fet out for Phil-' 
adelphia yefterday morning, and muft have been too far 
advanced* on his journey (as he propofed expedition) to be 
overtaken. ' ' 

I fhall, if 1 can fettle fome matters which are in agitation 
with ifie provincial Congrefs here, follow to-morfow or ndbct 
day; and therefore, with every fentiment of regard, a'ttach- 
nient, and gratitude to Congrefs for their kind attention to 
the means which they think may be conducive to my health, 
and'Vith particular thanks to you for the pSiteiiefs of your 
invitation to yckif hoiife, conclti4e/dear''firi'j''burmo(l ob&r' 

dfeht;&fc^-''-. ' • - -' ■■ '■'--■ <}.w: 
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Sir, Pbiladilphia, June 3, 1776. 

I HAVE pcmfcd the petition preferred by the in- 
dependent corps of Boftoni and beg leave, dirough you, 
to inform Congrefs that the five regiments there are. ex-* 
tremely deficient in arms, as are many other regiments in 
continental pay; and fubmit it to their confideration, 
whether any part of the mrms lately taken, under thefe cir« 
cumllancesi (hould be delivertd to the gentlemen applying 
for them ; — determining at the fame time, that whatever de- 
oGon they come to will be agreeable to me, and be literally 
complied with, by, fir, your moft obedient, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Nsw^lTork^ June 7, 1776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to inform Congrefs that I ar- 
rived here yefterday afternoon about one o'clock, and found 
all in a ftate of f eace and quiet. I had not time to view the 
woiks carrying on, and thofe ordered to be begun when I 
went aM^ay \ but have reafon to believe, from the report of 
fttch of the general and other officers as I had the pleafur^ 
to fee, that they have been profecuted and forwarded with 
all poffible diligence and difpatch. 

I am much concerned for the fituation of our affairs In Car 
nada, and 'am fearful, ere this, it is much worfe than was 
firft reported at Philadelphia.* The intelligence from thence, 
in a letter from captain Wilkinfon of the fecond regiment, 
to general Greene, is truly alarming. It not only confirn^» 
the account of colonel Biddle and major Sherburne's defeat, 
but feems to forebode general Arnold's, with the lofs of 
Montreal— I have inclofed a copy of the letter, which will 
but too well fliew that there is foundation for my apprehen-' 
lions. 

On wednefday evening I received an exprefs from general 
Schuyler, with fundry papers refpeSing fir John JohnftofJi 
which I have not time to copy, as the poft is jufl going offi 

but 



Digitized by 



Google 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. }5j 

|)ut will do myfelf the honor of tranfmiuing you as foop ^$ I 
|)offibly can, 

Befcnre I left Philadelphia, I employed a perfon to fuper* 
intend the building of the gondolas which Congrefs had ro^ 
folved on for this place- He is arrived, and all things feem 
to be in a proper channel for facilitating the work; but 
when they are done, "(^e (hall be in much want of gun^ 
having never received any of thofe taken by commodore 
Hopkins. 

Be pleafed to mention me to Coninrefs with the utmoft re*^ 
(pcCt ; ar.d I am, (ir, with every fentiment of regard and 
efteem, your and their mod obedient fervant, G. W« 

?• S. I this minute received your favor of the fifth in«^ 
ftant.-— I am in need of commiflionSi and beg Congrefs to 
point out precifely the line 1 am to purfue in. filling them 
up. This I mentioned in my letter of the eleventh ultimo. 
•^I am much pleafed at the fortunate captures, and the ge^ 
nerous condu^ of the owners and matters, for the tender oC 
the money to Congrefs. 



Sir, 7"^^ ^» ^776* 

IN my letter of yefterday which I had the honor of 
addreffing you, and which was deiigned to have gone by 
poft, but was prevented by his departure before the ufual 
time, I mentioned my having received by exprefs a letter and 
fundry papers from general Schuyler, refpeding fir John 
Johnfton, copies of which I herewith tranfmit you for your 
infpcclion and perufal. They will Ihew you what meafures 
were planned and attempted for apprehending him, and fo« 
curing the Scotch Highlanders in Tryon county. 

Having heard that the troops at Bofton are extremely un« 
eafy and almoft mutinous for want of pay (feveral months 
being now due), I muft take the liberty to repeat a quedion 
contained in my letter of the fifth ultimo, — ^^ whalt mode 
js to be purfued refpefting it ? whether is money to be fent. 
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from hence by the paymaftcr-gcncral, or fome pcrfon fubor- 
dinate to him to be appointed there for that purpofe ? — I ex- 
pcfted fome direftion would have been given in this in- 
ftance, long ere this, from what was contained in yours ac- 
companying (or about the time of) the' laft remittance. I 
prefume it has been omitted by reafon of the multiplicity of* 
important bufinefs before Congrcfs. 
• Inperufing the fcveral rcfolvcs you honored me with when 
at Philadelphia and fince my return, I find one allowing a 
cnief engineer for the army in a fcparate department. The 
fcrvice requiring many of them, I wifli Congrcfs, if they 
know any perfons ikiiled in this bufinefs, would appoint 
them. General Schuyler has frequently applied, and fug- 
gcfted the neceflfity •of having fome in Canada.— I myfclf 
know of non^, 

-I alfo find there is a refolve of the third of June for 
faking Indians into the fcrvice, which, if literally conftruecf, 
confines them to that in Canada. — Is that the meaning of 
Congrefs, or that the commander-in-chief may order their 
fervice to any place he may. think neceffary ? 

Iq refpeft to the eftablifhing exprefles between the feveral 
continental pofts, — who is to do it ? — the refolve does not 
/ay.— Is it expe(Sled by Congrefs that 1 fhould ? —Whoever 
the work is affigned to, I think, fhould execute it with the 
utmoft difpatph. The late imperfeft and contradictory ac«» 
counts refpefting our defeat at the Cedars ftrongly point 
out the rieceflity there is for it. No intelligence is yet come 
from any officer in command there (and mod probably fot 
want of a proper channel to convey it), though this misfor- 
l\ine happened fo long ago. 

When 1 had the honor of being in Congrefs, if I miftatc 
not, I heard a refolve read. Or was told of one, allowing the 
New- York troops the fame pay as others in the continental 
ftr\^ice. This, if any fuch, I do not find 5 and if there* is not* 
fuqh a one, I (hall be under fom^ embarrafTmenr, how to pay 
fhe niijitfa to 'be provided by this province.' The refolve pro- 
*" vidiJ^5 
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viding them fays they are to be paid, while in fervicc, as 
<)thelr troops are. But if thofe enlifted . heretofore in this 
province ar» to receive according to the firft cftabliftimcnt, it 
is a matter of doubt, what the militia are to have. 

Before this comes to hand, a hand-bill, containing an ac« 
count of a vi£lory gained by general Arnold over the party 
that had defeated colonel Biddle and major Sherburne, wiU 
mod probably have reached you. I have inquired into the 
authenticity of this fortunate report, and have found there 
is no dependence to be put in it ; nor do I believe it deferv- 
ing of the lead credit. I (hall be happy not to hear the re- 
Fcrfe.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. Vflm 

P. S. If Congrefs have come to any refolution about ad* 
allowance to induce men to re-enlift, you will pleafe to fa* 
vor me with it, as the time the rifle regiment is engaged fot 
13 jufl expired. 

As the militia will be coming in, and they will be in much 
need of covering, pleafe to have all the tents, and cloth pro-' 
per for making them^ that can be procured, forwarded as' 
foon as poffibls. 



Sir, tieW'Tgrky June 9, 1776^ 

I WAS honored yefterday with your favor of the fc*- 
tenth, with its iiiclofures. When Dr. Potts arrives, I (hall 
order him to Canada or Lake-George, as may appear moft 
proper. It is certainly neceflary that he or Dr. Stringer 
ihould go to the former.— The refolve refpe&ing general 
Woofter's recall I will immediately tranfmit him, with di* 
reftions to repair hither without delay. 

The fituation of our affairs in Canada, as reported by the* 
honorable commiffioners, is truly alarming ; and I am forry 
that my opinion of the ill confequences refuhing from the 
kort cnliftmcnt of the army (hould be but too well con- 
firmed by the experience they have had of the want of dif* 
cipline and order in our foldiery th^re. This induces rria 

again 
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•gatfl to wifli Congrefs to deter mine on a Itberd allowance 
to engage the troops already in fervice to re^enlift for » 
longer period, or during the continuance of tbe war : nor 
can I for-bear exprcfling my opinion of the propriety of keep- 
ing the military ehell always fappUed with money, as evils 
pf tfic moft interefting nature arc often produced for want 
of a regular payment of troops.— The neglcft makes them 
impatient and uneafy. 

I am much furprifed at the fcarcity of provifions there, 
particularly of flbur ; as, from feveral accounts I had re^ 
ceived from thence, I was led to expedl that confiderable 
fuppUes of that article could be procured there. That our 
misfortunes may not become greater, I have wrote to the 
commiffary to forward more proviHonsi in addition to thoff 
ahready fent. 

An adjutant and quarter- maftcr-general are indifpenfably 
ncceffary,with affiftants. The money favedto the continent 
by their nonrappointmtnt will be but fmali and triflings 
when put in competition with the lofs for want of them. 
Colonel Fleming, who afted in the former capacity under 
general Montgomery, is nowhere: but his indifpofition is 
fuch as to render him unfit, at this time, for the poft : — it is 
ail important one, and requires vigor and aij^tivity to <Jif- 
charge ^he duties of it. He will be of much fervice to 
^onfl Reed, the bufmefs of whofe office will increafe con- 
fiderably by the augmentation of the army. 

It will be neceffary, tpo, that the commiflaries in Canada, 
^nd the deputy quarter-mailer-general9, fl)Ould have feverai 
aiClbints and clerk^ : nor do I think a precife number can 
• be fixed on, as a variety of circumftances may and muft oc- 
cur, to render the number, efiential for doing the bufinefs in 
thofe departments,, greater or lefs at different times. It 
will be better, I 'apprehend, to leave it indefinite, and with 
ppwer to the commanding officer to allow fuch as may l^ 
Vanted^ 

1 am ftill in thp dark, how thp jinfortunate affi^ir ended at 
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tlie Cedars, or on what terms the furrender was made, scs 
the lad letter from the commiffioners has reference to a 
former, and mentions an agreement entered into, which, I 
have not feen : but I know of it more than I could wifti. 

1 have received from Providence, in confequence of Mr. 
Morris's order,' as chairman of the fecret committee of Con- 
grefs, two hundred and thirty-four muflcets, in part of the 
two iiundred and fortf-four direfted to be fent. The in* 
clofed copy of a letter from Mr. Brown will account for the 
deficiency. 

I fllail be much obliged by your ordering a quantify of lead 
and flints to be immediately forwarded: our demands fofr 
both are and will be very preffing. There arc alfo wanted 
fome particular and neceflary medicines to complete our hof* 
pital chefts, of which I will get Dr. Morgan to furnifli Cotr- 
grefs with a lift, when he writes or waits on them about 
fome other matters nereffary to be fixed in his department. 

As general Woofter, in all probability, will be here in a 
little time in compliance with the refolve of Congrefs and 
my order tranfmitted to him, I wifli to know what I am to * 
do with him when he comes. 

General Schuyler, in his letter of the thirty-firft ultimo ' 
of which I tranfmitted you a copy yefterday, mentions that 
fundry perfons had a defign to feize him as a tory, and pro*- 
bably flill have; and wifKes Congrefs to give him fome 
public mar^ of their approbation, if they are convinced of 
his 2:eaH6nd attachment to the caufe of his country.—*- 
Whether he intended that I (hould communicate his defire 
to them, or not, I am not certain : but, fuppofing that he 
did, I muft beg leave to requell that you will lay the para* 
graph before them, that they may do, in the inftanc6 of his 
requifition, whatever they may judge neceflary. 

I have the honot to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. If Congrefs ha^e agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee for allowliig the Indiafis fifty pounds fof every pri- 
foner they (hall take at Niagara, Scct it is material 1 (hould 

be 
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be informed of iu . This will be a favorable opportunity for 
them to embrace, to gain poiTeflion of Detroit and the other 
pofts, whilft the enemy are engaged towards Montreal, &e. 



. SlR> KeW'Torkf June lO, 1776^ 

SINCE I did myfcif the honor of writing to you 
J*cfterday, I have had the fatisfa£tion of feeing, and for a 
few minutes converCng with, Mr. Chafe and Mr. Carroll 
from Canada. Their account of our troops and the fituation 
,of affairs in that department cannot poffibly furprife you 
nK)re than it has done me. But I need not topch upon a 
iubjeA which you will be fo well informed of from the foun- 
tain-head i nor fhould I have given you the trouble of a let-* 
.tcr by this day's poft, but for the diltradion which feems to 
prevail in the commiflary's department, as well as others in 
that quarter,— the neceffity of having it under one general di* 
refiion,— and the diflatisfafUon of colonel Trumbull at the 
allowance made him by Congrefs as an equivalent for his trou* 
ble. With refpeft to this particular matter, I can only fay 
that I think he is a man well [calculated] for the bufinefs, 
and that, where a (hilling is faved in the pay, a pound maybe 
loft by mifmanagement in the office i and that his rcfigna- 
.tion at this time (I mean this campaign) may poffibly be at- 
tended with fatal confequences. I therefore humbly fub- 
mit to Congrefs the propriety of hand Comely rewarding thofc 
gentlemen who hold fuch very important, troublefome, and 
|iazardous offices, as commiflary and quarter-mafter. 

In fpeaking to the former about the fupplies necefliry for 
the troops to be raifed> he informed me that the quantity of 
fait provifions which 'was (hipping from hence might render 
his attempts to do it precarious. j in confequence of which; 
I <le(ired him to lay the matter before the convention of thii 
colony, which he will do this, day, but in the meanwhile 
de(ircd Congrefs might be inforn^ed of thb matter, which I 

„ panno^. 
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OnnQt better do than in hia own words inclofed, and fubr 
mit the Gonfideration of it to the wifdom o£ that honotaibU 
hoAj. 

To Congrefs I alfo fubmit the propriety of keeping the two 
continental batallions (under the command of colonels She© 
and M* Gaw) at Philadelphia, when there is the greateft 
probability of a.fpcedy attack upon this place, from the 
king's troops^ The encouragements given by gofernor 
Tryon to the difafie&ed, which are circulated, no one can 
well tell how,— the movements of thefc kind of people, which 
arc more eafy to perceive than defcribe,— the confident 
reporti which is faid to have come immediately from gover- 
nor Tryon, and brought by a frigate from Halifax, that the 
troops ^ that place were embarking for this,— added to i 
thoufand incidental clrcumftances, trivial in themfelves, but 
ftrong from comparifon, — leave not a doubt upon my mind 
but that troops are hourly cxpe£led at the Hook. 

I had no doubt when I left this city for Philadelphia, -but , 
that fomc meafures would have been taken to ftcure the fuf- 
pe£led and dangerous perfons of this government before 
now, and left orders for the military to give every aid to the 
civil power. But the fttbjedlis delicate, and nothing is done 
in it. We may therefore have internal as well as external 
enemies to contend wirh* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W# 



Sir, Hfad-^/arters, New-Tork, June 13, 1776^. 

I HAVE the honor of tranfmitting to Congrefs a 
letter which came by ekprefs laft night from general Schuylei^* 
inclofing a copy of a letter to him from colonel Kirkland. I 
have likewife inclofed the copy of one direfted to general Put- 
nam or the commanding officer at New- Yoric. The repre- 
icntaiions contaitled in thefe letters have induced me, vrithout 
waiting the determination of Congrefs, to direft general Schuy*' 
Ux immediate! J to commence a treaty with the Six-Nations, 

and 
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and to engage them in our intereft» upon the beft tenns he 
and his colleagues in commillion can procure : and I troft 
the urgency of the occaGon will juftify my proceeding to the 
Gongrefs:— the ncccffity for decifion and difpatch in all our 
meafures» in my opinion, becomes every day more and more 
apparent* 

The exprefs, Mr. Bennett was overtaken at Albany by 
general Schuyler, who had received intelligence at Fort** 
George that a conCderabk body of Mohawk Indians were 
cttfbiflig down the Mohawk river under the condud of iir 
Johh Johnfton* The general's extreme hurry wouU not 
allow him to write : but it feems his intention is to colled 
at Albany a fufficient force to oppofe fir John. I have given 
him toy opinion that colonel Dayton^s regiment fliould be 
employed in that fcr\ucc, and to fecure the poft where Fort- 
$tanwix formerly flood. 

In confequence of an information that feveral merchant 
were exporting fait pork and beef from this place, I requcftcd 
the commiflafy to make application to the provincial Con- 
grcfs for a reftraint to be laid on the exportation of thoft 
articles, as I apprehended, not only that tKfc enemy might 
receive fupplies Jby th^ capture of our veflcis, but that our 
people might fliortly experience a fcarcity. The provincial 
Congrcfs have accordingly made a refolution (a coj^ of 
which is inclofed) to ftop the exportation for fourteen days. 
They expeft Congrcfs will in the mean time ficame fome ge- 
li^ral regulations on this head. They are unwilling (they 
(ay) to fubjcdl their cbnftituents to partial reftraints* 

I once mentioned to Congrefs that I thought a war-office 
eflEtremely neceilary ^ and they feemed inclined to inftkute 
one for our army: but the affair feem^ to have been fincc 
dropped. Give me leave again to infift on the utility and im- 
portance of fuch an cftabhlhmcnt. The more 1 xe&tfX upon 
the fubjed, the more I am convinced of its necefiity, and 
that affairs can never be properly conduftqd without it. 

Tis with pleafure I receive the rcCpiyc in€lofe4 in ypnf . 

favoP 
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favoV of the eleventh inftant. One confiderablc ground of 
Idiflatisfaftion iii the arniy iis thereby removed. 

I have employed perfons in building the gondolas and 
rafts wkich the Congrefs thought neceffaryfor the defence of 
Uiis place ; and, in conjunction with the provincial Gongrcfs^ 
have determined to fink chevaux-derfrife, one of which is 
tilrcady beguil. 

I am, with the utmoft refpcft and eftecm> &c. 6. W; 



SlR> Nifw-Tork^ June t4, 1776. 

I Hei^ewith tranfrhit you copies ofa letter frbmgene- 
Val Schuyler and its feveral inclofutes> which I received fined 
had the honor of •addrelling you yefterday. From thefe yoii 
Vill learn that general Thomas died the fecond inftant ; and 
the apptehenlions of our frontier friends in this colony, that 
tur favage foes are meditating an Ittack agairift them. 

1 muft beg leave to refer you to a paragraph in the copy 
t)f general Schuylfer's letter to getieral Putnam or the com- 
manding ofScet here, inclofed in mine of the thirteenth^ 
where he requefts a fupply of clothing to be fent for the 
army in Canada. As there is but little 6r no probability of 
getting it here, I fhall be glad to know whether there will be 
iany chance of procuring It in Philadelphia 5 and, if it fliould 
be fent through the hands of the quarter-matter here, to 
what account it is to be charged. 

I was laft evening favored with fonts of the eleventh in- 
ftant, and hope the two batdlions^ which Congrefs have 
ordered from Philadelphia for the defence of this place, will 
tome provided with arms. If they do not, they will be of 
ho fcrvice, as there are more troops here already tiian arc 
bttiied. 

From general Schuyler*s lettet, he has in view the tak- 
ing pott where P^ort-Stanwix formerly ftood. I wrote him^ 
1 thought it prudent, previous to that, to fecUre a poft lower 
flown, about the falls below the German-Flats, left the 
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favages fhould poflefs themfelvcs of the country, and pre- 
vent fupplies of men and provifions thiat may be neceffary 
to fend there in future. He fays he is in want of cannon 
and ammunition ; but has expreffed himfelf fo ambiguoufly, 
that I am at a lofs to know whether he meant what he has 
faid as an application or not, — this being the only intelli- 
gence on the fubjeft, and the firft mention of his want. I 
have defired him to explain the matter, and, in his future re- 
quifitions for neceflaries, to be more certain and explicit as 
to quantity and quality. In the* mean time I (hall fend him 
fome intrenching tools, and inquire whether there are any 
cannon that can kc fpared from hence. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NcW'Tork^^une i6, 1776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfpiit to Congrefs ^ 
copy of a letter covering copies of other papers, .vbich I re- 
ceived yefterday evening from general Sullivan. The intelf 
ligence communicated by him is pleafing and inierefting, and 
fuch as muft afford the greateft fatisfaGion, if the condudl 
the Canadians have difcovered fince his arrival among them 
is ingenuous and fmcere. 

, General Sullivan mentions his having given commiffions 
to fome of the Canadians as a meafure founded in neceffity, 
and requefls my approbation of it. But not confidering 
myfalf empowered to fay any thing upon the fubjeft, it may 
not be improper for Congrefs to give him their opinion in 
this initance. 

I have alfo inclofcd copies of General Schuyler's letter^ 
received at the fame time. They contain accounts refped* 
ing the Indians, variant from what was reported by Mr, 
Kirkland, but amounting to the fame thing,— the probabi- 
lity of the favages attacking our frontiers. 

By laft-night's poft I had information of a capture made 
by our armed vefl'els, of one of the tranfports with a com- J 
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pany of Highlanders on board, bound to Boftdn. The in- 
clofed extraft from general Ward's letter to me will give 
you the intelligence more particularly.— There are accounts 
in the city mentioning other valuable prizes : but as general 
Ward has faid nothing of them, I fear they want authenti- 
city. ' 

I beg leave to mention that a further fum of money will 
be wanted for our military cheft by the time it can be fent. 
The inclofed note from the pay-mafter-gencral fhews the ne* 
ceflity for it j and I may add, befides Jiis eftimate of draughts 
to be made, there are the claims of the caftern troops at 
Bofton fpr three or four months' pay, not included, and 
now due. 

Colonel Magaw is arrived with part of his batallion j and 
by wednefday evening the whole both of hrs and colonel 
Shee's will be here, as I am told. 

As it is and may be of great importance to have a com- 
munication with the Jerfeys and Long-Ifland, I have had fe-. 
veral flat-bottomed boats built for the purpofe, and have 
thoughts of getting more for Pofaic and Hackinfac rivers, 
where they may be, equally neceflary for tranfpqrting our 
army or part of it occafionally, or fuccours coming to or 
going from it.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



Sir, Kew'Tofk^June 17, 1776, 

I BEG leave to inform Congrefs that general Woofter 
has repaired to head-quarters in obedience to their refolve 
tranfmitted him ; and fhall be extremely glad if they will 
give me fuch further direftions about him as they may con-, 
ccive neceflary. He is defirous of feeing his family in Con- 
nedicut, as I am informed, having been a good while from 
it — ^1 fliall wait their inftrudions as to his future employ- 
ment. 
I am, j5r, with fentiments of much efteem, &c. G. W. 
M 2 
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SiK, New^l'ortf June 20, ip6i 

I AM now- to adtnowkdge the receipt o( your favor* 
©f the fourteenth and eighteenth inftant^ and the interiBltiiig 
TcfoWes contained in themi with tirhkh I have been l^onored. 
The feveral matters recommended to piy attention fliall be 
particularly regarded, and the diredions of Gongrefs and 
your reqwefts complied with in every inftance, as far as inl 
my power. 

The inftitutinfg a war-ofike h certainly an event ef great 
itnportartce, and, in all probability, will be recorded as fucb 
in the hiftoric page. The benefits derived froAi it, I flatter 
myfclf, will be confiderable, though the plan upon' which il 
ib firft formed ittay not be entirely perfe<ft.^ This, like other 
great Works, in its firft edition, may not be free from errbt i 
— time' wiM difcover its defefls, smd experience fuggeft the 
tcmedyy arid fu^h further ittiptovements a& ihay h% ri^c^ffary, 
but it was right to give it a beginning, id my ophiion. 

The recommendation to the convention of N^W-York fof 
tcftrainirig and punifhirtg difafFefted perfons, 1 an* hopeful, 
-^[W be attended Whh falutary confeqttences j- and the prohi- 
bition againft exporting provifions appears to have be,en ^ 
Mcafure founded in found policy, left proper fu^plies &ouW 
be wanted, wherewith to fupply out armies. 

I have trahfmitted general Schuyler the refolves about the' 
Indians, and the others on wlrich he is to a(^ j and have re-* 
quefted his ftri£t attention and exertions in order to their 
being carried into execution with all pofRble difpatch. 

I note ydur requeft refpeiSting' Mr. Hancoelb. He fliaH 
have fuch direftions as may be neceflary for conducing his* 
office ; and I am happy he will have fo 6arly a r^mittaiiccr 
for paying the troops in his dcparcmenti. 

The filver and paper money defigned for Canada will W 
highly fervieeable, and I hope will hit the means of re-cfta* 
blilhing our credit ther^ in fome degree with the GanadiaJ>Sf 
and alfo encourage our men tooj who have con^fained i» 
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diis inftanc*. When It arrives, I wUI fend it forward finder 
a proper guard. 

I have communicated to major-general Gates the refolvc 
of Congrefs for him to repair to Canada, and direfted him 
to view Point-au-fer, that a fortrefs may be ereifted if ht 
(hall judge neceflary. He is preparing for his command, an4 
in a few days will take his departure for it. I woul4 faii^ 
hope his arrival there will give our affairs a complexion difr 
ferent from what they have worn for a long time paft, and 
that many eflential benefits will refult from it. 

The kind attention Congrefs have fhewn tp afford the 
commander-in-chief here every afhftance, by refolvirig that 
recommendatory letters be written to the conventions of 
New-Jerfey, New-York, and aflcmbly of Connedticut, to 
authorife him to call in the militia in cafe of exigency, 
claims my thankful acknowledgments j a;id, I truft, if carried 
into execution, will produce many advantages in cafe It may 
be expedient at any time to call in early .reinforcements. 
Th6 delays incident to the ordinary mode may frequently 
render their aid too late, and prove exceedingly injurious. 

I this eveping received intelligence of the nineteenth in- 
ftant from captain Pond of the armed floop Schuyler, of 
his having taken, about fifty miles from this, on the fouth 
fide of Long-Ifland, a fhip and a floop bound to Sandy- 
Hook. The ihip, from Glafgow, with a company of the 
forty-fecond regiment, had been taken by one of commodore , 
Hopkins's fleet, who took the foldiers out, and ordered her 
to Rhode Jflaild i after which, (he was retaken by the Cer- 
berus, and put i|nder the convoy of the floop. As captaiq 
Pond informs me^ there werd five coramifltoned ^officers, 
two ladies, and four privates on board. They are not yet 
arrived at head-quarters. — Inclofed is an invoice of wh^t 
they have pn board. 

General Woofter having exprefled an inclination and with 
tP wait oa Congrefs, I have given him permiflion, not hav- 
ing any occJ^fion for him here. He fet out this morning. 

M 3 I have 
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I have been up to view the grounds about KIngfbridge, and 
find them to admit of feveral places well calculated for de- 
fence 5 and, efteeming it a pafs of the utmoft importance, 
have •rdered works to be laid out, and fhall direft part of 
the two batallions from Pennfylvania to fet about the ex- 
ecution immediately, and will add to their number feveral 
of the militia when they come in, to expedite them with all 
poflible difpatch. Their confequence, as they will keep open 
the cornmunication with the country, requires the mod 
fpeedy completion of them. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



SlRj New-Torkj June iiy 1776. 

I WAS this morning honored with your' favor of the 
nineteenth inftant, with Tundry refolves of Congrefs, which 
came to hand after I had clofed mine of the . twentieth. I 
fhall appoint a deputy mufter-mafter-general as foon as I can 
fix upon a proper perfon for the ofSce, and dirfeft him im- 
mediately to repair to Canada. 

Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, delivered me a letter to- 
day from general Schuyler, inclofing the proceedings of the 
commiflioners of Indian' affairs at a meeting at Albany in 
confequence of the refolution of Congrefs (as they fay) 
which I tranfmitted, the feventh inftant, for engaging the 
Indians in our fervice. The gentlemen appear to me to 
have widely miftaken the views of Congrefs in this inftance, 
and to have formed a plan for engaging fuch Indians as were 
not in contemplation. I cannot account upon what princi- 
ples they have gone, as a part of their proceedings ^fhews 
they are about to hold a confei ence with the Six-Nations. 
I fuppofe they efteemed what they have done a nece/Tary 
meafure : — a copy of which I have the honor to inclofe 
you. 

I fhall now beg leave to lay before Congrefs a propofition 
made to me by captain Leary of this city, in behalf of a 
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body of men who are dcfirous of being employed in the con- 
tinental fervice as a troop of horfe, and at the fame time to 
offer my opinion that fuch a corps may be extremely ufeful 
in many refpefts. In a march, they may be of the utmoft fer- 
vice in reconnoitring the enemy and gaining intelligence, and 
have it in their power to render many important, benefits. 
The terms on which they are willing to engage are inclofed, 
which appear to mc moderate and reafonable. — I am alfo in- 
formed that another company might readily be made up, and 
moll probably upon the fame terms. I would therefore fub- 
mit the propriety and expediency of the meafure to the con- 
fidcration of Congrefs, and wifli their opinion whether it 
will be agreeable to them that both or either of tliem fliould 
be formed and incorporated in this army, in manner as has 
been propofed by captain Leary, if it can be done. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Barters, June 21, 1 776. 

THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier de 
Kirmovan and monfieur dc V^rmonet. They are French 
gentlemen juft arrived in this place, who have made appli- 
.cation to me to be received into the continental fervice. 
They bring letters to Dr. Franklin and fome other gentle- 
men of the Gongrefs. I fuppofe it will better appear from 
thofe letters, than from any information I can give, whether 
it will be proper to employ them in the capacity they are 
defirous of. 
I am, fir, with the greateft efteem, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Neiv-Torky June 23, 1 7 76. 

I Herewith tranfmit you an extraft of a letter from ge* 
'neral Ward which came to hand by laft-night's poft, con- 
taining .the agreeable intelligence of their having obliged the 
king's lliips to leave Nantafket road, and of two tranfports 
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more being taken by our armed vcflels, with two hi;|nAfc4 
fmd ten Highland troops on board* 

I fincerely wifli the fame Aiccefs had attended Qur arms ia 
another quarter :-7T-buc it has not. In Canada, the fituation 
of our afiairs is truly alarming. The inplofed copies of ge- 
nerals Schuyler, Sullivan, and Arnold's letters will inform 
you that general Thompfon has met with a repulfe at Three-i 
Rivers, and is now a prifoner in the hands of general Bur« 
goyne, who (thefe accounts fay) is arrived with 2i confidern 
^ble army. Nor do they feem to promife an end of our miA 
fortunes here :-r-it is greatly to be feared that the pext ad-? 
vices from thence will be, that our fliattered, divided, an4 
l>roken army (as you will fee by the return) have been ob- 
liged to abandon the country, and retreat, to avoid a greater 
calamity, — that of being cut oflF or becoming prifoners.— I 
will have done upon the fubjefi, and leave you to draw fuch 
conclufions as you conceive, from the ftate of fads, are moft 
likely to refult 5 on^y adding my apprehenfions th^t one of 
the latter events,— cither tha^ they are cvt off, or tetomc 
prifoners,— h^s already happened, if they did not retreat 
while they had an opportunity. General Schuyler ^d ge- 
neral Arnold feem to think \t extremely probate : aQd if it 
has taken place, it will not be eafy to defcribe all th? fataj 
confequences that may flow fron^ it. At leaft o^r utmoft 
exertions will be neceiTary, to prevent the advantages they 
have gained being turned tp our greater misfortunes. — Gcr 
neral Gates will certainly fet out to-morrpw, an^ would have 
gone Ibefpre now, had he not expefted to receive fome par-) 
ticular inftrudions from Congrefs, wjiich colonej Braxton 
faid he imagined would be given, and tranfmitted here. 

Inclofed is a copy of a letter from general Arnold, re-. 
fpe£ling fome of the Indian tribes, to general Schuyler, and 
pf a talk had at Albany with thirteen of the Gneidas. They 
feemed then to entertain a friendly difpofition towards us^ 
which I wifli may not be changed by the misfortunes we 
I^avefuftainedln Canada. 

I have the h9nor to be, &c^ Q* Wt 
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Sir, N^^f'Torky June 27^ ^776- 

I THIS morning received, by exprefs, letters fn>3i| 
generals Sctiuyl^ aod Arpold, with a copy of one from gc-r 
ucral SpiHvaq to the former, and^ ailb pf otherji to ^iicyi^J 
Sullivan 5 of all which I do n^yfelf the hpnor to traoiknit 
you copies. They wijl give you a further account qf the 
melancholy (ituation of our affairs in Canada, and fliew diat 
there is nothing left to fave our army there but evacuaiiisg 
|he country. 

I am hopefu} general Sullivan would retrcfit frqm the I§&r 
gux-noix without waiting for previous orders ioif that pHrpo|!c j 
gs, frojn generis Schuyler and Arnold's letters, it is much to 
be feared, by remaining there any conCderable time, his re- 
treat would be cut oflF, or at leaft be a piatter of extreiiae 
difficulty, I would obferve to Congrefs that it is not in pxj 
power to fend any carpenter^ fron^ hence to build the gx«i- 
dolas and gallies general Arnold mentions, without taking 
ihem from a work equally neceffary (if not more fo) bcre,, 
of the fi^ne kind 5 — and fubmit it to them whether it may 
not be adyifable (as it is of great in^portance to us to havc^ 
pumber of thofe veffels on the lake, to prevent the enemy'* 
palling) to withdraw the carpenters for the prgfent from the 
frigates building up the North river, and detach them imqcuc- 
diately, with all that can be got at Philadelphia, for thai 
purpofe and carrying on thofe here. 

I have the pleafure (oinform you of another capture made by 
purarmed ve|rels,of a tranfport, on the nineteenth inftant, with 
a company of Highland grenadiers on board. The iticlafcd 
cxtraft of a letter from general Ward„ by iaft night's poft^ 
contains the particulars ; to which I beg leave to refer you* 

I have been honored with your favors of the twenty-Srft an4 
twenty-fifth inftant in due order, with their important incic^ 
fares, to which I ihail particularly attend. — I have tranfmittcd 
geuer*;! Schuyler a copy of the refolvcof Congrefs rcfpcding 
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the Mohicfean and Stockbridge Indians, and dircded him to 
put an immediate ftop to the raifing the two companies. 

The quarter-mafter-general has been called upon for ftop- 
Jping the tents defigned for Maflachufetts-Bay, and ordered 
to forward them immediately. He means to write to Con- 
grefs upon the fubjeA, and hopes his conduft will not ap- 
pear to deferve their reprehenfion. Of this they will judge 
from his relation of the matter. 

Being extremely defirous to forward the intelTigencc from 
Canada to Congrefs, well knowing their anxiety about our 
affairs there, I muft defer writing upon fome other matters 
I want to lay before them, until the next opportunity, which 
I hope will be to-morrow, when I will inform them fully upon 
the fubjeft of rations, having defired the commiflary-general 
to furnifli me with fome things neceffary in that inftance. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NewYorky June 27, 1776. 

UPON information that npajor * * * was travelling 
through the country under fufpicious circum fiances, I 
thought it neceffary to have him fecured. I therefore fent 
after him. He was taken at South-Amboy, and brought up 
to New-York. Upon examination, he informed me that 
he came from New-Hampihirc, the country of his ufual 
abode, where he had left his family ; and pretended he was 
deftined to Philadelphia on bufinefs with Congrefs. 

As by his own confefTion he had crofTed HudfonVriver at 
New-Windfor, and was taken fo far out of his proper and 
direft route to Philadelphia, this confideration, added to the 
length of "time he had taken to perf®rm his journey, — ^his 
being found in fo fufpicious a place as Amboy, — his un- 
ftecefTary flay there on pretence of getting fome baggage 
from New-York, and an expectation of receiving mo- 
ney from a pcrfon here, of bad characler, and in no cir- 
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dumftances to furnifh him out of his own flock, — ^the ma- 
jor^s reputation, and his being a half-pay officer, — have in- 
creafed my jealoufies about him. 

The bu fine fs, which he informs me he has with Congrefs, 
is a fecret offer of his fervices, to the end that, in cafe it fhould 
be rejefted, he might have his way left open to an employ- 
ment in the Eaft Indies, to v/hich he is affigned : and in that 
cafe he flatters himfelf he will obtalh leave of Congrefs to go 
to Great Britain. 

As he had been put upon his parole by Congrefs, I thought 
it would be improper to flay his progrefs to Philaderphia, 
fhould he be in fad defKned thither. I therefore fend 
him forward, but (to prevent impofition) tinder the care of 
an officer, with letters found upon him, which, from their 
tenor, feem calculated to recommend him to C6ngrefs.--I 
fubmit it to their confideration, whether it would not be 
dangerous to accept of the offer of his fervices. 

I am, fir, with the greatefl refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Ncw-Torh^ yunel%y 1776- 

IN compliance w;th the requeft of Congrefs contained 
in your favor of the twenty-fifth inflant, and my promife of 
yefterday, I do myfelf the honor to inform you that the coft 
of a ration, according to the commifrary-gcneral's eftimate^ 
from the fir fl of July to the firfl of December, will be from 
eight-pence to eight-pence halfpenny, York currency. 

Having difcharged the obligation I was under in this in- 
ftance, and finding that many applications have been made 
for viftualling the flying camp, I would, with all pofTiblc 
deference, wifh Congrefs to confider the matter well before 
they come to any determination upon it. Who the gentle- 
men are that have made offers upon this occafion, I know 
not : confequently my obje£lions to their appointment can- 
not proceed from perfonal diflike ; nor have I it in view to 
ferve Mr. Trumbull the commifTary-general, by wifliing him 
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to have the dircflion of the whole fupplies for his emoluv 
mcnt; bec^ufe lyhatever. rations are taken from him fave 
him the trouble of fupplying provifions to the amount, with-? 
out diminifhing his pay,— that being fixed and certain :— 
but what influences me is a regard to the public good. I 
^Lxn morally certain, if the bufinefs is taken out of Mr. Trum- 
bull's hands and put into another's, that it may, and will in 
^I probability, be attended with great and many inconvenir 
cnces. It is likely, during the continuance of the war be-r 
tween us and Great Britain^ that the army here, or part of 
it, and the troops compoBng the flying camp, will be fre-t 
quently joined, and under the neceflGity of affording each 
other mutual aid. If this event is probable (and moft cer* 
tainly it is), the fame confufion and diforder will refult from 
having two commifTaries, or one commiflary and one coni» 
trador in the fame army in the fame department, as did be^ 
tween Mr. Trumbull and Mr. Livingfton on the coming ojf 
the former to New- York. I cannot difcriminate the two cafes^ 
and not forcfeeing that any good confequences will flow from 
the meafure, but that many bad ones will, — fuch as clafhing 
of interefts,— a contention for flores, carriages^ — an4 many 
' iptber caufes that might be mentioned if hurry of bufinefs 
would permit, — I con(efs I cannot perceive the propriety of 
appointing a different perfon, or any but the commiflary. 

I would alfo add, that few armies, if any, have been better 
fupplied than the troops under Mr. Trumbull's care in thi^ 
inftance j which, I fhould fuppofe, ought to have confidera* 
ble weight, efpecially as we have ftrong reafons to believe 
that a large (hare of the misfortunes our arms have fu{taine4 
in Canada fprang from a wane of proper and neceflTary fup- 
plies of provifions. 

Mr. Trumbull too (I am informed) has already made pro* 
vlfion in Nevv-Jerfey for the flying camp which will be fl:a- 
tioned there, and employed proper perfons in that colony to 
tranfa£t the bufinefs incident to his department, in obedience} 
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to tt\y orders, and in full confidence that it was to come \xn^ 
dcr his mtttiagement. 

My great dcfire to fee the affairs of this important pofl:, on 
t^hich fo much depends, go on in an eafy, fmooth and un- 
interrupted courfe, has led ine to fay thus much tipon the 
fiibjeft, atid v^ill, I hope, (if I am unhappy enough to differ 
in opinion with Congrefs), plead my excufb for thp liberty I 
have taken* 

I would alfo beg leave to tnention to Congrefs the neceffity 
there is of fome new regulations being entered into, refpeft- 
ing the chaplains of this army. They will remember that 
applications were made to increafc thei|»pay, which was con- 
ceived too low for their fupport; and that it was propofed 
(if it could not be done for the whole)' that the number 
Ihould be Icffened, and one be appointed to two regiments, 
with an additional allowance. This latter expedient was 
adopted, andj while the army continued all together at one 
encampment, anfwered well, or at leaft did not produce 
tnany inconveniences. But the army now being diflferently 
circumRanced from what it then was,— part here, part at 
Bofton, and a third part detached to Canada,-^has intro-* 
duced much confufion and diforder in this inftance ; nor da 
I know how it is poffible to remedy the evil, but by affixing 
6nc to each regiment, with falariesj competent to their fup- 
port* No ftiifcing, no change from one regiment to another 
can anfwer the purpofe } and in many cafes it could never 
be done tliough the regiments Ihould confent, — as where 
detachments are compofed of unequal numbers, or ordered 
from different pods. Many more inconveniences might be 
feinted out : but, thefe, it is prefumed, will fufficiently (hew 
the defcQ: of the prefent eftablifhment, and the propriety of 
ah alteration. What that alteration fliall be, Congrefs will 
pleafe to determine. 

Congrefs, I doubt not, \(rill have heard of the plot that 
^as.forming among many difaffefted perfons in this city and 
^vctilment for aiding the king's troops upon their arrival. 

No 
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No regular plan feems to have been digefted : but fevcral 
perfons have been enlifted, and fworn to join them. The 
^ matter, I am in hopes, by a timely difcovery, will be fup- 
prefled and put a flop to. Many citizens and others, among 
whom is the mayor, are now in confinement. The matter 
has been traced up to governor Tryon \ and the mayor ap- 
pears to have been a principal agent, or go-between him 
and the ^perfons concerned in it. The plot had been com- 
municated to fome of the army, and part of my guard en- 
gaged in it. T * * * H * * *, one of them, has been 
tried, and, by the unanimous opinion of a court-martial, Is 
fentenced to die, — ^^aving enlifted himfeif, and engaged 
others. The fentence, by the advice of the whole council 
of general officers, will be put in execution to-day at eleven 
o^clock. The others are not tried* — I am hopeful this ex- 
ample will produce many falutary confequences, and deter 
others from entering into the like traitorous prailices. 

The inclofed copy of a refolve of the provincial Congrefe 
will (hew that fome of the difafFefted on Long-Ifland have 
taken up arms.— I have, agreeable to their requeft, fent a 
party after them, but have not as yet been able to apprehend 
them, — having concealed themfelves in different woods and 
morafles. 

General Gates fet out on tuefday with a fine wind wliich 
has been fair ever fince, and would foon arrive at Albany. 

I this moment received a letter from lieutenant Davifon^ 
of the Schuyler armed floop, a copy of which I have in- 
clofed \ to which I beg leave to refer you for the intelligence 
communicated by him. 

I could wifh general Howe and his armament not to ar- 
rive yet, as pot more than a thoufand militia have yet 
come in, and our whole force (including the troops 2^t all the 
detached pofts, and on board the armed vefTels, whjch are 
comprehended in our returns) is but fmall and inconfider- 
able, when compared with the extenfive lines they are to de-, 
fend, and (mofl probably) -the army that he brings. I l^^ve, 
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no further intelligence about him than what the lieutenant 
mentions : but it is extremely probable his accounts and 
conjeftures are true. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have inclofed a general return :— and it may be 
certainly depended on^ that general Howe and fleet have 
failed, from Halifax. Some of the men, on board the prizes 
mentioned in the lieutenant's letter, were on board the 
Greyhound, and faw general Howe. 



Sir, NcW'Tork, June 29, 1776. 

I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the 
twenty-fixth inftant, and, agreeable to your requeft, ihall 
pay proper attention to the refolves it inclofed. , 

I obferve the augmentation Congrefs have refolved to 
make to the forces deftined for the northern department, and 
the bounty to be allowed fuch foldiers as will enlift for thre^ 
years. I hope many good confequences will refult from 
thefc meafures; and that, from the latter, a confiderabic 
number of men may be induced to engage in the fervice. 

I (hould efteem myfelf extremely happy to afford the lead 
afllftance to the Canada department in compliance with the 
defire of Congrefs and your rcquifition, were it in my power : 
but jt is not. The return which I tranfmitted yefterday 
will but too well convince Congrefs of my incapacity in this 
inftance, and point out to them that the force I now have is 
trifling, confidering the many and important pofls that are 
neceiTary, and muft be fupported, if poflible. But few mili- 
tia have yet come in, the whole being about twelve hundred, 
including the two bataliions of this city, and one company 
from the Jerfeys. I wifti the delay may not be attended 
with difagreeable confequences, and their aid may not come 
too late, or when it may not be wanted. I have wrote, — . 
I have done every thing I could, to call them in : but they. 
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have not come^ though I am told that they ate gtntrilif 

The atcounts corrtmunicated yefterday through licutcnanf 
Darifon^s letter are partly confirmed, dnd, I dare fay, will 
turn out to- be true cni the whole, for two or three days 
paft, three or four Ihips have been dropping in J and I juff 
taotr received an exprefs froiii an ofBcer appointed to keep 
a look-out on Statcn-Ifland, that forty-five atrivfd at thd 
Hook to-day :-*-fonie fay more ; — and I fuppofe the whole 
fleet will be in, within a day or two. I am hopeful, before 
Acy are prepared to attack, that I {hall get fome reinforce- 
toents. — Be thiat as it may, I fliall attenlpt to make the beft 
difpofition I can of our troops, in ordef to give them a prtv 
per reception, and to prevent the ruin and deftruflion they 
arc meditating againft us. 

As foon as the exprefs arrived laft night, I fent the letters 
for the northern colonies to the quarter-mafter-general, widi 
orders to forward them immediately. 

When monfieiir Wiebert comes — (I have not feen hirti 
yet)— I (hall employ him as Congrefs have direfted. Thq 
terms upon which he offers his fervice feem to prortiife fortic- 
lihing from b.im; I wifh he may anfwer, and be Ikilled in 
the bufinefs lie fays he is acquainted with. 

I have the honor to bej &c. G. W. 



SiR> * NeW'Tothy.Jufit 30, 1776^ 

I HAD thip plcafure of receiving your favor of theJ 
fwenty-ninth early this morning, with i^hich you have beeil 
pleafed to honor me, together witli the rcfolves for a further 
augmentation of our army. ^ 

The batallion of Germans, which Cbngtefs have ordered 
to ht raifedt will be a corps of much fervice : and I am hopc^ 
ful that fuch perfons will be appointed officers, ^s will coto- 
pictc their cnliftmcnts with all poffible expeditidn. 

lihall 
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t . fli^ll communicate to Colonel Stevenfoli and one of his 
field-officers what you have tequefted, arid direfl: them to re- 
pair immediately to Philadelphia. It is ah unlucky circum- 
ilance that t^e term of enliftmen£ of thefe three companies^ 
and of .^e rifle batallioit, fliould empire at this time, when a 
hot campaign is^ in all probability^ about to commence 4 

Canada^ it is certain, Deould have been ah important ac- 
quiGtlpn, and well worth theexperifes incurred in the purfuit 
of it. But as we could hot reduce it to our poflefBon, th^ 
retreat of our jirmy with fo little lofs, under fuch a variety 
of diftreflfes, muft be efte^med a jnoft fortunate event. It is 
true, the accounts we, have received do not fully authorife us 
tofay that we have fiiftained no lofs: but they hold forth a 
probable ground for fuch cOnclufioh.— I am anxious to hear 
it confirmed* 

1 have, the horiot of ttanfmiting you an extraft of a letter 
received laft night from general Ward.-^If the fcheme the 
privajteers had in view, and the meafures he had planned, 
have,l^en carried into execution, the Highland cotps will be 
tolerably well difpofed of : but I fear the fortunate event had 
not taken place^ / 

In general Ward's letter, was inClofed one froni lieute- 
tiant-colonel Campbell, who was made prifoner with the High^ 
land troops. I have tranfmitted you a copy- This will givd 
you a full and exaS account of the number of p^rifoners that 
were on board the four tranfports ; and will prove, beyond 
% poffibility of doubt, that the evacuation of Bofton by the 
Britilh troops was a matter neither known nor expefted 
when he received his orders. Indeed fo many fafts had 
concurred before to fettle the matter, that no additional 
' proofs were necefTary. 

When I had the honor of addrefEngyou yefterday^ I had 
only been informed of the arrival of forty-five of the fleet in 
the morning. Since that, I have received authentic intelli- 
gence from fundry perfons (among them, from general 
Greene) th^it a hundred and ten fail came in before night. 
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that were counted, and that more were fcen about duQc in 
the offing. — ^I have no doubt but the whole that failed from 
Halifax are now at the Hook* 

Juft as I was about to conclude ray letter, I received one 
from a gentleman upon the fubjeft of calling the five regi- 
ments from Bofton to the defence of Canada or New^York, 
and to have militia raifed in their Keu. — I have fent you a 
copy, and (hall only obferve, that I know the author well : 
his hand-writing is quite familiar to me: he is a member of . 
the general court, very fenfible, of great infli^ence, and a 
warm and zealpus friend to the caufe of America.-— The ex- 
pedient propofed by him is fubmitted to Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Torky July 3, 1776* 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you,' and on 
the fame day, feveral fhips more arrived within the Hook^ 
making the number that came in then a hundred and ten; and 
there remains no doubt of the whole of the fleet from Halifax 
being nov^ here. Yefterday evening fifty of them came up 
the bay and anchored on the Staten-Ifland fide. Their views 
I cannot precifely determine ; but am extremely apprehen- 
five, as part of .them only came, that they mean to furround 
the ifland, and fecure the (lock upon it. I had confulted 
with a committee of the provincial Congrefs^ upon the fub- 
jett, before the arrival of the fleet \, and they appointed a 
, pcrfon to fuperintend the bufinefs, and to drive the ftock off. 
I alfo wrote to brigadierrgeneral Heard, and dirc^Jed him to 
the meafure, left^ it might be neglected j but an| fearful it 
has not been effefted. 

Our reinforcement of militia is yet l^ut fmall : — I Cannot 
afcertaiii the amount, not having got a return. However, I 
truft, if the enemy make an attack, they will meet with a re- 
pulfe, as'l have the pleafure to inform you that an agreeable 
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ipirlt arid wDlingncfs for a£Hon fcem to inimate and pervade 
the whole of our troops. 

As it is difficult to determine what objeds the enemy tnay 
have in contemplation^ and whether they may nbt detach 
fome part of their force to Amboy, and to ravage that part of 
the country, if ifbt extend their views farther, I fubrtiit it 
to Congrefs whether it may not be expedient for th^m to rei 
peat and prefs home their requeftito the different governments 
that are to provide men for the flying camp, to furnifli their 
quotas with all poffible difpatch. It is a matter of great inji- 
portance, and will be of ferious cdnfequence, to have the 
camp eilablifhed in cafe the enemy ihould be able to poffefs 
themfelves of this river, and cut off the fupplies of troops 
that might be neceffary on certain emergencies to be fenc 
from hence* 

I muft entreat yout attentioii to an application I made 
fome time ago for flints. We are extremely deficient in 
this neceffary article, and fliall be greatly diflrefled if wd 
cannot obtain a fupply; Of lead we 'have a fafficient 
quantity for the whole campaign, taken off the houfes 
here. 

Efteeming it of infinite advantage to prevent the enemy 
from getting frefli provifions, and horfes for their waggons^ 
Artillery, &c, I gave orders to a party of our men on Staten- 
Ifland (fince writing to general Heard) to drive the (lock off 
without waiting for the affiftance or direftion of the com- 
mittees therej left their flow mode of tranfafting bufinefe 
might produce too much delay j— and have fent this morn- 
ing to know what they have done.-^I am this morning in-i 
formed by a gentleman, that the committee of Elizabeth- 
town fent their company of light-horfe on monday to effe(5t 
it, and that fome of their militia were to give their aid yef- 
terday^ He adds that he was credibly told laft night by tL 
party of the militia coming to this place, that yefterday they 
faw a good deal of ftock driving off the ifland, and crofling 
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to the Jcricys.— If the buUncfs i$ not ^ecuted before now, 
it will be impoifible to do it. 
I ha?e the'honor to be, &c. " '<>♦ W. 



Sir, Niw-T9rk^ July 4, 17^6. 

THIS will be haftdedto yo^ by cotohel St^teh&n, 
whom I have ordered, with the captaihs t)f the two -itic 
companies from Mar^Iand^ to wait on 'Gongrtfs. Th^y 
will point out fuch meafures as l!h^y' conceive Aloft' H&elf to 
advance the raifing of the new rifle batallion, i*id Ae pctliis 
they think worthy Of promotion, that hate fcifved fa 'the 
three companies here, agrdtfaWe to the inctqfad Itt. lam 
not acquainted with them myfetf,'but from tJifcir reportimd 
recommendation which I doubt not to be juft ; and that, if 
Congrefs will pleafe to inquire bf ftem, they wiD Ihentiou 
other proper pcrfons for officers* 

Only about forty of the three rfd companies haTCte^en- 
liftcd, whom I fhail form into one for the prefent, and phce 
vnder an officer or two, till a futther and Wm|rtctc krtarigc- 
ment is made of the whole bataUion. 

I have tlie honor to be, &c« ' C' W. 



Sir, Niw^Torky July 4, 1776. 

WHEN I had the honor to addrcfs you on the thirtieth 
ultimo, I tranfmitted a copy of a fetter I had received from 
a gentleman, a member of the honorable general court [^ 
Moffachufetts]^ fuggefting the improbability of fuqcours com- 
ing from thence in any reafonable time, either for the defence 
of this place, or to reinforce our troops engagipd in the Ca- 
nada expedition. 1 am forry to inform you, that, from a va*- 
riety of intelligence, his apprehenfions appear to be juft, and 
to be fully confirmed : nor have I reafon to expeft but tbat 
the fupplies from the other two governments,* ConnedKcut 
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and Ncw-Hcunp&ive^ wUl.be extremely flpw and greatly de* 
ficient in number. 

As it now feems beyond queftion, and clear to demonftra- 
tkm, Uiat the enemy mean to direft their operations and 
bend their mod vigorous effi>rt8 againft this colony^ and will, 
attempt to unite their two armies, — ^that under general Bur-, 
goyne, and the one armed here, — ^I cannot but think the ex* 
pedieot propofed by that gentleman is exceedingly juft ; and 
that the continental regiments, now in the MaflachufettsBay, 
fliouki be immediately called from thence, and be employed 
where there is the ftrongeft reafon to believe their aid wiJH 
be indifpenfably neceflary. The expediency of the meafure 
I (hall fubmil to the confideration of Congrefs, and will only 
obferve, as my opinion, that there is not the moft diftant 
profpeft of an attempt being made, where they now are, by 
the enemy ; and, if there ihould, that the militia that can be 
afiembled upon the fliorteft notice will be more than equal to 
repel it. They are well armed, refolute, and determined, 
and will inftantly oppofe anyinvafion that may be made in 
their own colony. 

I (hall alio take the liberty again to requeft Congrefs to 
intereft themfelves in having the militia raifed, and fonvard* 
ed with all poffible expedition, as faft as ^ny confiderable 
number of them can be colle£ted, that are to compofe the 
flying camp. This I mentioned in my letjer yefterd^yj but 
think proper to repeat it, being more and more convinced of 
the neceffity. The camp will be in the neighborhood of 
Aniboy : and I (hall be glad that the conventions, or com-? 
mittees of fs^fety, of thofe governments from whence they 
come, may be requcfted to give me previous notice of their 
marching^ that I may form fome plan, and dired provifion 
to be made for their reception. 

. The difaffeftion of the people at that place and others not 
far diftant is exceedingly great ; d^nd, unlefs it is checked and 
OMjerawed, it may become more general, and be very alarm- 
ing. The arrival of the enemy will encourage it. They, or 
" N 3 at 
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9t leaft a part of then)) are already landed on Staten-Ifland 
^bich is quite contiguous ^ and about four thoufand we^^ 
inarching about it yefterday^ as | have been advifed, and are 
leaving no arts un-eflayed to gain the inhabitants to their 
fide, who feem but too favorably difpofed. Jt is not itn- 
Hkely that in a little time they may attempt to crofa to the 
Jerfey fide, and induce many to join them either frammor 
lives of intereft or fear, unlefs tbfre is 4 force to oppofe 
jlhem. 

As we are fully convinced that the minifterial anny we 
ftiall have to oppofe this campaign will' be great and numer- 
ous, and well know that the utmoft induftry will be ufed^ as 
it already has been, to excite the favag^s apd eyery bpdy of 
people to arms againft us whom they can influence, it cer- 
tainly behoves us to drain every nerve to cQun|:era£l: their 
defigns. I would therefore fubmit it to Congrefs^ whether 
(efpecially as our fchemes for empteying the weftern Indian^ 
do not feem to be attended with any great profpefi of fuc^ 
cefs, from general Schuyler's accounts) it may not be ad- 
yifable to take meafures to engage thofe of the eaftward^ 
the St. John's, Nova-Scotia, Penobfcot, &c, \n our f^vor. I 
have been told that feveral might be gpt, perhaps five or fix 
hundred or more, readily to join us. If they can, I (houljl 
imagine it ought to be done. It will preyeqt our enemieii 
from fecuring thejr friendlhip ; and further they wjll be of 
infinite fervice in annoying and harraffing them, ftiould they 
ever attempt to penetrate the country. Congrefs will be 
pleafed to confider the meafure : and if they deterrnine to adopt 
it, I conceive it will be neccfTary to authorifc and requeft 
the general court of the Maflachufetts-Bay to carry it intQ 
execution. Their fituation and advantages will enable theni 
to negotiate a treaty and an alliance better than it can bg 
done by any perfons elfe, 

I have been honored with your two favors of the firft 
ipftant 5 and, agreeable to the wiflies of Congrefs, fliall put 
monfieur Wiebcft in the bed place I c^n to prove his abilj:* 
" ' " * ' ' ' . t^e^ 
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tic;^ in the art he profefles. I ihall fend him up immediately 
to the works eredling towards Kingfbridge under the direc- 
tion of general Mifflin, whom I fhall requeft to employ him. 

1 this moment received a letter from general Greene, an 
extra£l of which I have inclofed. The intelligence it con- 
tains is of the mod important nature, and evinces the necef- 
fity of the mod fpirited and vigorous exertions on our part* 

.The expe£lation of the fleet under admiral Howe is cer* 
tainly the reafon the army already come have not begun 
their hoftile operations- When that arrives, we may look 
for the mod intereding events, and fuch as, in all probabi- 
lity, will have confiderable weight in the prefent conted. It 
behoves us to be prepared in the bed manner : and I fubmit 
it again to Congrefs, whether the accounts given by their 
prifoners do not (hew the propriety of calling the feveral 
continental r^^iments from the Maflachufetts government, 
raidng the flying camp with all poffible difpatch, and en- 
gaging the eadern Indians* 

July 5.— —General Mercer arrived here on tuefday, and, 
the next morning, was ordered to Paulus-Hook to make 
fome arrangements of the militia as they came in, and the 
bed difpofition he could to prevent the enemy crofling from 
Staten-Ifland, if they fhould have any fuch views. The 
didrefled fituation of the inliabitants of Elizabethtowi^ and 
Newark has fince induced me, upon their application, to give 
up all the militia from the Jerfeys, except thofe engaged for 
fix months. I am hopeful they will be able to repel any in- 
curfions that may be attempted. Generals Mercer and Liv- 
ingdon are concerting plans for that purpofe. By a letter 
from the latter lad night, I am informed the enemy are 
throwing up fmall works at all the pafles on tlie north fide 
of Staten-Ifland, which it is probable they mean to fecure. 

None of the Connefticut militia are yet arrived : fo that 
the reinforcement wc have received is very inconfiderablCf 

A letter from general Schuyler, with fundry inclpfures 
(ofwhiphN** I, 2, and 3, are exa£l copies), this mpment 
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came to hand, and ^ill i)o doubt chiniy as it ought t&ib^ 
the immediate attention of Congrefs: The evils which muft 
inevitably follow a difputed command are too obvioiis and 
alarming to admit a moment's delay itiyoilr d^cifion there- 
upon : and, although I do not prefume to advife in a*nlat- 
tc'r, now,' of this deli acy, yet as it app^sfrs evident! that the 
northern atmy has retreated to Crown-Point, atid mean t6 zSt 
upon the defenfive only, I cannot help giving it as my opinion 
that one of the major-generals ip that (}uart:er would be rtorc 
ufefully employed her^ or in th^ Ayji^g camp, thaii there ; 
for it becomes my duty to pbferve, if another experienced 
pficer is taken from hence in prder to command the ffying 
camp, that your grand army will be entirely ftripped of ge- 
nerals who have feen fervice, — ^being i^ ^ x^ztintt already 
(deftitutc of fuch. My diftrefs on rhis account,— the ap- 
pointment of general Whitpomb t6 the eafterh regiments,— 
ia conviOiion in iny own breafl! that no troops ^ill be fent to 
Bofton,— and the certainty of a numbier coming to this 
place, — occafion^d my poftponing, from time to tim6, fend- 
ing any general officer from hence to tlie eaftward hereto- 
fore : and now I fiiall wait the fentiniertts of Congrefs rela- 
tive to the five regiments in Maflachtifetts-Bay, before I dp 
any thing in this matter. 

The commiflary-general has been \j^ith me t^Ls morning, 
concerning the othejr piatter contained in general Schuyler s 
le;tter refpeding the bufmefs of that department. He has, 
I believe, (in order to remove difficulties), recalled Mr. 
Avery, but feems to think \t tieceflary in that cafe that Mr. 
^ivirigfton {hould be left to himfelf, as he cannot be refpon- 
fible for perfons not of his own appointment. — This matter 
ihould alio be clearly defined by Congrefs. —I have already 
given my opinion of the neccflity of thefe matters being 
under on^ general direftion, in fo full and dlear a manner, 
that I ihajrnot take up the time of Pongrefs to repeat it ifl 
this place. 

{ iiave the hpnpr to be, &c. G- ^! 
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$IR, New-Tori^ July 8, 1776. 

CONGRESS haviflg refolvcd to raifc % regiment of 
Gi^m^s to counteraft the dcfigns of pur enemies, I muft 
le^ leave to rccoitimend to their notiec John David Wilpert^ 
now a BxtJL lieutenant in colpnel Sheets batallion, to the 
oflSce of captain ^n faid regiment. I am perfo^ally acquaint- 
^cd mdi him, and know that he joined the Virginia forces 
under my command in the year 1754* and continued in fer- 
vice the whole war, during which he condufted himfelf a$ 
an aSive, vigilant, and brave officer. He is a German ; an4 
his merit) as a foldier, entitles him much to the office he 
Wifiics for.— I have the honor to be, Sec. G.^ W. 



Sir, ' New-Tork^ July lo, 1776. 

I AM now to acknowledge ^he receipt of your two 
favors of the fourth and fixth inftant^ which came duly to 
hand, with their important inclofures. 

I perceive that Cpngrefs have been employed in delibe- 
rating on meafures of the mofl interefting nature. It is cer- 
tain that it is not with us to determine in many inftances 
what confequencQS will flow from our councils : but yet it 
behoves us to adppt fuch, as, under the fmiles of a gracious 
and all-kind providence, will be moil likely to promote our 
happinefs. I truft the late decifive part they have taken is 
calculated for that end, and will fecure us that freedom and 
thofe privileges, which have been and are refufed us, con- 
trary to the voice of nature and the Britifli conftitu- 
tion. Agreeable to the requeft of Congrefs, I caufed 
*• THE DECLARATION" to be proclaimed before all 
the army under my immediate command j and have the 
pleafure to inform them that the meafure feemcd to have 
their mod hearty aflent,— the expreffions and behavior, 
both of officers and men, teftifying their warmed approba- 
fion of it. I have tranfmitted a copy to General War5 at 
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JBoftorTy requefting him to fiarc it proclaimed to the conti-' ' 
nrptal troops in tbat department. 

It is with gre^t pleafure that I hear the miHtia from Mary* 
lzDd> the Delaware gOTernment, and Pennfylvania, will be in 
jnctioR every day to form the flying camp. It is i)f great im- ' 
jiortance, and ihotuld be accomplifiicd wiih all poi&ble dif- 
p^tcli. The readinefs and alaciity> with which -the commit- 
tee of fafety of Pennfylvania and the other conferees have 
a<Scd in order to for^^ard the a£bciated militia of that ftate 
to the Jcjfcys for fcrvice till the men to coropofe the flying 
camp aniYC, ftrongly evidence their regard to the common 
caQfc> and that nothing on their part will be wanting to fup- 
pOTt it. I hope, and I doubt not, that the aflbciated militia^ 
imprefied with the expediency of the meafure, will imme- 
diately carry it into execution, and furniih in this inftance 
a proof of the eontinnance of that^ zeal which has Co emi- 
nently marked their conduft. I have direSed the commit- 
fery to make the neceffary provifion for their reception, y^ha 
wiii alfo fiipply the army for the flying camp with rations,-— 
A proper officer will be appointed to command it* 

In pmrfuancc of the power given m.e by Congrefs, and the 
advice ot my general officers, I have wrote to general Ward, 
and dtjfired him forthwith to detach three of the fulleft regi- 
mentts from the Maflachufetts-Bay to join the northern 
urmy,— efleeming it a matter of the greateft importance to 
have a fufiicfent force there ,to prevent the enemy pafiing 
the lake and making an impreffion in that quarter. — ^The 
gondolas and gallics will be of great fervice ; and I am hope-t ' 
ful the carpenters you have fent from Philadelphia, and that 
will go from the eailward on your application, will be able 
to buiid a fiifficient number in time to anfwer every exi-' 
gency. 

i have requefted governor Cooke, if the duck mentioned 
in Mr. Greeners letter is proper for lents, to have it made up 
as early as polTible, and forwarded here. I have alfo defired 
|iim to fend the flints and fniall-arms, as I have general 
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^ard thofc of the latter that were taken out qf the Scptch 
tranfportSj^-our de^cicncy in thcfe neceflary articles beip;g 
iUU great. 

Obferving that Congrcfe hav« particularly mentione4 
a bounty of ten "dollars to be paid to men of fome 
corps directed to be iraifed in two or three inftances finc^ 
their refolvc of the twenty-fixth of June allowing fud^ 
^unty, J h^vp beep led to doubt how that refolvp is to be 
conftrued; whether it is a general regulation, and e:i;tends to 
all men that will engage for three years, — for inftance, the 
foldiers of the prefei^t arpiy, if they will enljft for that time. 
If it is, and lextends to theip, it will be neceflary to forward 
^, large fum of money: — ^many perhaps would engage. 

I a}fo obferve, by their refolve of the twenty-fifth of June 
for raifipg fot^r regiments of militia in the eaflern govern- 
ments tp aiigrpent ^e troops in the northern department, 
that tl>e aflemblies of thpfe governments are empowered to 
^ppoit^t paymafters to the faid regiments. This appears tp 
ijne a regulation of great ufe, and I could wi(h that it was 
flaadc general, and one flowed to every regiment in the fer- 
lice. Many advantages would refult from it 

The Conned^icut militia begin to come in : but from every 
account the batallions will be very incomplete, — owing, they 
%, to the bufy feafon of the year. That government, lell 
l^ny inconvenience might refult from their militia not being 
here in time, ordered three regiments of their light-horfe tq 
my affiftance, part of wl)ich have arrived. But, not having 
the means to fupport them (and, if if could be done, the ex- 
pcnfe would be enormous), I Ikivc thanked the gentlemen for 
their zeal, and the attachment they have manifefted upon 
this qcc'afion, and informed them that I cannot confent to 
^heir keeping their horfes,~-at the fame time wifliing them 
fo (lay themftlves. — I am to)J they or part of them mean to 
do fo. 

General Mercer is now in the Jerfeys, for the purpofe of 
Itceiving and ordering the mjljua foming f^v tlic flying 
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camp : and Lhavc fent over our chief engineer to view the 
ground within the neighborhood of Amboy, and to lay 
out feme neceffary works for the encamp^ment, and fuch a« 
may be proper at die different pafles in Bergen-Ncck, and 
other places on the Jerfcy Qiore opppfite Staten-Ifland, to pre- 
vent the 'enemy making impreiEons, and committing depre^* 
dations on the property of the inhabitants. 

The intelligence we have from a few deferters that kavc 
come over to us, and from others, is that general Howe has 
between nine and ten thoufand men, who are chiefly landed 
on the ifland, poded in different parts, and (ecuring ^ fe- 
veral communications from the.Jcrfeys with fmati works 
and intrenchments, to prevent our people from paying them 
a vifit *,--that the iflanders have all joined them, feem well 
difpofed to favor their caufe, and have agreed to take «p 
arms in their behalf. They look for admiral Howe's arrival 
eyery day with his fleet and a large reinforcement ; are io 
high fpirits, and talk confidently of fuccefs, and carrying a9 
before them when he comes. I truft, through divine favor 
and our own exertions, they will be difappointed in their 
views: and, at all events, any advantages they may gain 
will coft them very dear. If our troops will behave wel| 
(which I hope will be the cafe, having every thing to con- 
tend for, that freemen- hold dear), they will have to wade 
through nnich bipod and flaughter before they can carry any 
part of our works, if they carry them at all,— and, at bcft, 
be in pofleflTion of a melancholy and mpurnful viflory.— 
May the facrednefs of our caufe infpire our fol^iery with 
fentiments of heroifm, and lead them to the performance of 
the nobleft exploits! — With this wi(h, I have the honor to 
be,&c. Q. W. 



Sir, New'Torkj July lu W^' 

I WAS honored with your favor of the eighth inftant 

by yefterd^y-morning's poft, with the feyeral refolvcs to 

yrbich 
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\H[u<;h you referred my attention. Ifhall duly regard themy 
and Sittempt their execution as far as I am able. 

-By yirtttc of tke difcretionary power that Congrefs were 
pleafed to vcQ, me with, and by advice of fuch of my gene- 
ral officeiB aslfaave had an opportunity of confulting, I hare 
ordered the two remaining continental regiments in the Maf- 
lachttfetts-Bay to march immediately for the defence of this 
place, in full confidence that nothing hoftile will be attempt- 

'ed againft that ftate in the prefent campaign. 

I have wrote to the general court of Maffachufetts-Bay, and 
tranfinitted a copy of the refolve for employing the eaftern 
Indians, entreating their good offices in this inilance^ and 
their exertions to have them forthwith engaged and marched 
to join this army* I have defired five or fix hundred of them 
to be enlifted for two or three years, if they will confent to 

. it,--^fubjc£l to an earlier difcharge, if it (hall be thought ne- 
<xfliuryy—- and upon the fame terms as the continental troops, 

;if better cannot be had,— though I am hopeful they may. 

In my letter of yefterday I mentioned the arrival of part 
of the Conne(Sicut light^-horfe to afiift in tlie defence of this 
place, and my objeftion to their horfes being kept. Four 

' or fivehundred of them are now come in : and, in.juftice to 

• their zeal and laudable attachment to the caufe of their 
country, I am to inform you that they have confented to 
flay as long as occafion may require, though they (hould be at 
the experrie of maintaining their horfes themfelves. They 

• have paftured them out about the neighborhood of Kingf- 
bridge (being unwilling to fcrid them away) at the rate of 

" half a dollar per week each, meaning to leave it entirely with 
Congrefs either to allow or refufe it, as they {hz\l judge 
proper. I promifed to make this reprefentation, and thought 
it my duty ; and will only obferve that the motives which 
induced them at firft to fet out were good and praife-worthy, 
and were, to afford the moft fpeedy and early fuccour, 
which they apprehended would be wanted before the militia 
arrived. Their fervices may be extremely important, — 
7 being 
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being mod of them, if not all, men of reputation and t( 
property. 

The fabjeft of the inclofed copy of a letter front governor 
Trumbull I beg leave to fubmit to the confideration of Con^ 
grcfs. They will perceive from his reprefentation the dif- 
quleting apprehenfions that have feized on the mindiof the 
people fince the retreat of the northern army, and how ex- 
pofed the northern frontiers of New- York and New-Hamp- 
ihire are to the ravages and incurfions of the Indians* How 
far h may be expedient to raife the batailion he conceives ne- 
celTary to prevent the calamities and diilrefTes he points outf 
they will determine, upon what he has faid, and the neceffity 
that may appear to them for the meafure j-— whati have donc^ 
beinp; oiiiy to lay ihe matter before them in compUance widi 
his wifhes. 

I have alfo inclofed a memorial from the furgeons'-inatcS,- 
fctting forth the inadequacy of their pay to their ferviccs and 
maintenance, and praying that it may be increafed. I fcall 
obferve that they have a long time complainjsd in this in- 
ftance, and that fame additional allowance may not be ttfl" 
neceirary. 

As I am truly fenfible the time of Congrefs is much taken 
up with a variety of important matters, it is with unwilling-* 
nefs and pain I ever repeat a requeft after having oUco 
made it, or take the liberty of enforcing any opinion of nunc 
after it is once given : but as the eftabUflxing of fbnie office 
for auditing accounts is a matter of exceeding importance 
to the public imereft, I would beg leave once more to call 
the attention of Congrefs to an appointment competent to 
the purpofe. Two motives induce me to urge tlie matter} 
firfjt, a conviction of the utility of the meafure ;— fecondlj, 
that [ may ftand exculpated if hereafter it fhould appear that 
money has been improperly expended, and neceflaries lOt 
the army obtained upon unreafonable terms. 

For me, whofe time is employed from the hour of my 
rifing till I retire to bed again, to go into an examination or 
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tic accounts of fucli an army as this With any degree of prcd^ 
fion and exajbief3> without neglediing other matters of equal 
importance, is utterly imprafticable* All that I have been abfe 
to do (and that, in fad, was doing nothing), was, when the 
commillary, and quarter -mailer, and direftor-generai of the 
liofpital (for it is to thefe the great advanced ai^e made) applied 
for warrants,— to make them at times produce a general ac- 
count of tiieir expenditures. But this anfwers no valuable pur- ' 
pofe. It is the minutiae that mud begone into, — the propriety 
of each charge examined, — the vouchers looked into 5 — and, 
with refpe£l: to the commiflary-gcncral, his vi^^ualiing retunis 
and expenditures of provifions (houid be compared with his 
purehafes : otherwife a perlbn in this department, if be was 
inclined to be knairidi, might purchafe large quantities wldi 
the public money, and fell one half of it again for private 
emolument) and yet his accounts upon paper would appear 
fair, and be fupportcd with vouchers for every charge. 

I do not urge this matter from a fufpicion of any unfair 
pradices in either of the departments before-mentioned i 
and (brry fliould I be if this conftru<3:ion was put upon it,-^ 
having a high opinion of the honor and integrity of thefe 
gentlemen. But there (hould neverthelefs be fonxe control 
as well upon their difcretion as honefty :— to which may be 
addfcd, that accounts become perplexed and confufed by 
long Handing, and the errors therein not fo difcoverabie as 
if they underwent an early revifion and examination. I am 
well apprifed that a treafury-ofiice of accountii has been re- 
fohred upon, and an auditor-general for fettling aii pubiic 
accounts : but, with all deference and fubmiffion to tlie opi- 
nion of Congrefs, thefe inftitutions are not calculated to 
prevent the inconveniences I have mentioned ; nor can they 
be competent to the purpofes, circumftanced as they are. 

We have intelligence from a deferter that came to usy 
that, on wednefday morning, the Afia, Chatham, and Grey- 
hound men-of-war weighed anchor, and (it was faid) in- 
tended to pafs up the Nonh-river above the city, to prevent 
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Ac communicatipn Mrith the Jerfeys. They did. not attcmgC 
it, nor does he know what prevented them,— A prifoner be- • 
longing to the tenth regiment, taken yefterday, informs th^t 
they hourly espefted admiral Howe and his fleet. He adds ik^t 
a veflel has arrived from them, and the prevailing opinion i}, 
' that an attack will be made immediately on their arrival. 

By a letter from general Ward, I am informed that ^ 
.fmall-'pox has broke out at Eofton, and infed^ed &me of thfi 
troops« I have wrote to him to place the invalids under ^ 
officer, tcr remain till they are well ; and to ufe every poflMc 
precaution to prevent the troops from thence bringing t!s? 
infedion. The diftreflcs and calamities we have alrw4y 
fuffered by this diforder in one part of our army, I hop^i 
will excite his utmoft care that they may not be increafed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. , G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Tarki July 12, 1776* 

THE defign of this is to inform Congjrefs, tl^at, rfKH*^ 
half after three o^clock this evening, two of the enemy's 
fliips of war, one of forty and the other of twenty jj^s, 
with three tenders, weighed anchor in the bay opppCtc 
Staten-Iiland, and, ' availing themfelves of a brifk and f^vpr- 
able breeze, with a flowing tide, ran pad our * batteries up 
the Nonferiver, without receiving any certain damage diat 
I could perceive, notwithftanding a heavy and inceffant can- 
nonade was kept up from our feveral batteries here, as wcB 
as from that at Paulus-Hook. They, on their part, returned 
and contined the fire as they ran by. — ^I difpatched an ex- 
prefs to brigadier-general Mifflin at our encampment towards 
the upper end of the ifland \ but have not heard whether 
they have got by, or received any damage. 

The account tranfmitted by this morning's poft, refpe£Ung 
the arrival of one of |he fleet, feems to 6e confirmed. §&• 
veral (hips have come in to-day: among them, one this 
evening, with a Saint-George's flag at her fore-top- maft^. 

head 
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^Keaa, iwuch we conclude to be admiral Howe from the -cir- 
cumftslnce ot the flag, and the feveral and general falutes 
that ^ere paid. It is probable they will all arrive in a da/ 
or two, arid immediateiy begin their operations. 

As it will be extreniely neccfTary that the flying camp 
ihould be well provided with powder and ball, and it may 
be impra£iicable to fend fupplies firoiri hence on account of 
our hurry and engagements (befldes, the communication 
may be uncertain), I muft beg the attention of Congrefs to 
this matter, and rcqueft that they will forward with all 
polEble expedition fuch a quantity of mulket-powder and 
lead (if balls of diflferent fizes cannot be had), as will bfi 
fufficient for the militia to compofe that camp. 

By an cxprefs this minute arrived from general Mifl[liri^ 
the fliips have paflTed his works. 

I am, in haftc, with fentiments of great regard^ &c. G. Vt, 

A quarter paji eight, P. M. 



Sir, New-^Tsriy July r4, 1776^ 

MY laft of friday evening, which I had the honor of 
addrefling you, advifed that two of the enemy's (hips of wai^ 
and three tenders had run above our batteries here and the 
works at the upper end of the ifland. I am now to inform you, 
jjiat, yefterday forenoon, receiving intelligence from general 
Mifflin ths^ they had pafled the Tappan-Sea, and were try-* 
ing to proceed higher up, — by advice of R. R. Livingfton^ 
efqUire, and other gentlemen, I difpatched exprefl!es to 
general Clinton of Ulfter, and the committee of fafety for 
Dochefs-county, to take meafures for fecuring the pafles in 
the Highlands, left they might have defigns of feizing 
them, and have a force concealed for the purpofe. I wrote 
the evening before to the commanding oflicer of the two 
garrifons there to be vigilant and prepared againfl: any at- 
tempts they or any difaffcfted perfons might make againft 
tbem, and to forward expreflfes.all the way to Albany, that 
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provifion and other veflels might be .fccure4 and preycatcd 
falling into their hands. 

The information given general Mifflin was rather prema- 
ture, as to their having gone paft the Sea. — A letter from 
the committee of Orange-county, which came to hand this 
morning, fays they were there yefterday, and that a regi- 
ment of their militia was under arms, to prevent their^and- 
ing and making an incurfion. The mefTenger who brought 
it, and to whom it refers for particulars, adds that a party 
of them, in two or three boats, had appfoached the fliore, 
but were forced back by our people firing at them. Since 
the manoeuvre of friday, there have beea no other move- 
ments in the fleet. 

General Sullivan, in a letter of the fecond inftant, in- 
forms me of ,his arrival with the army at Crown-Poirtt, 
where he is fortifying and throwing up works. He adds 
that he has fecured all the ftores except three cannon left at 
Chamblee, which in part is made up by talcing a fine twelve- 
pounder out of the lake.-^Thff army is fickly, — many with 
the fmall-pox ; and he is apprehenfive the militia, ordered 
to join them, will not efcape the infeSion, — An officer he 
had fent to reconnoitre had reported that he faw at Saint 
John's about a hundred and fifty tents, — twenty at Saint 
Roy's, and fifteen at Chamblee ; and works at the fir ft were 
bufily carrying on. 

I have uiclofed a general return of the army here, which 
will fliew the whole of our ftrength. AH the detached pofts 
are included. 

A letter from the eaftward, by laft-night's pollr, to Mr. v 
Hazard, poft-mafler in this city, advifes that two (hips had 
been taken and carried into Cape- Ann, — one from Antigua, 
configncd to general Howe, with four liundred and thirty- 
nine puncheons of rum, — the other a Jamaica-man, with 
four hundred hogfheads of fugar, two hundred puncheons of 
rum, thirty-nine bales of cotton, pimento, fuftic, &c, &c# 
Each mounted two guns, fix-pounderp. ^ 

Aboni 
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About three o'clock this afternoon I was informed that a 
flag from lord Howe was coming up, and waited with two 
of our whale-boats, until direftions fhould be given. I im- 
mediately convened fuch of the general officers as were not 
upon other duty, who agreed in opinion that I ought not to 
receive any letter direfted to me as a private gentleman : 
but if otherwife, and the officer defired to come up to de- 
liver the letter himfelf, as was fuggefted, he fhould come 
unddr a fafe-conduft. Upon this, I direfted colonel Reed 
to go down and manage the affair under the above general 
inftrudion. 

On his return^ he informed me, that, after the common 
civilities, the officer acquainted him that he had a letter from 
lord Howe to Mr. Wafhington, which he fhewed under a 
fuperfcription, *' To George Wajhington^ efqutre** — Colonel 
Reed replied there was no fuch perfon in the arnriy, and that 
a letter intended for the general could not be received under 
fuch a dire(5iion. — The officer expreffed great concern, — faid 
it was a letter ratHer of a civil than military nature, — that 
lord Howe regretted he had not arrived fooner, — that he 
(lord Howe) had great powers. — The anxiety to have the 
letter received was very evident, though the officer difclaimed 
all knowledge of its contents. However, colonel Reed's in- 
ftru6lions being pofitive, they parted. — After they had got 
fome diftance, the officer with the flag again put about, and 
afked under what direftion Mr. Wafhington chofe to be ad- 
dreflfed : — to which colonel Reedanfwered, his ftation was well 
known, and that certainly they could be at no lofs how to 
diredl to him.— The officer faid they knew it and lamented 
it 5 and again repeated his wi(h that the letter could be re- 
ceived. — Colonel Reed told him a proper diredion would 
obviate all difficulties, and that this was no new matter, — 
this fubjeft having been fully difcuffed in the courfe of *thc 
lafl year; of which lord Howe could not be ignorant:— 
upon which they parted. 

I would not upon any occafion facrifice cffentials to punc- 
''*" -•.-•• O 2 tilio; 
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tUio : but in this bftance, the opinion of others concarring 
with my own, I deemed it a duty to my country and my ap- 
pointment, to infift upon that refpefl, which^ in any other 
than a public view, I would willingly have waved. Nor do 
I doubt, but, from the fuppofed nature of the meflage, and 
the anxiety expreffed, they will either repeat their flag, or fall 
upon fome mode to communicate the import and [conients^ 
of it- 

I have been duly honored with your two letters, — that of 
the tenth by Mr. Anderfon, — and the eleventh, with its in- 
clofures. I have direfied the quarter-mader to provide him 
with every thing he wants to carry his fcheme into execur 
tion. It is an important one, and I wifli it fuccefs ; but am 
doubtful that it will be better ii> theory than pra£tice. 

The paflage of the (hips of war and tenders up the rivet 
h a matter of great importance, and has excited much con* 
je£ture and fpeculation. To me two things Invc occurred^ 
as leading them to this proceeding, — firft a defign to feize 
on the narrow pafles on both (ides of the river, giving aimed 
the only land-communication with Albany, and of confe- 
quence with our northern army ^ for which purpofe they 
might have troops concealed on board, which they deemed 
competent of themfelves^ as the defiles are narrow,— or that 
they would be joined by many difaffeded perfons in that 
quarter. Others have added a probability of their haying 
a large quantity of arms on board> to be in readinefs to 
put into the hands of the tories immediately on the arrival 
of the fleets or rather at the time they intend to make their 
attack.-r-The fecond is, to cut off entirely all intercourfe 
between this and Albany by water, and the upper country, 
and to prevent fupplies of every kind gcnng and coming. 

Thefe matters are truly alarming, and of fuch importance, 
that I have wrote to the provincial congrefs of New- York, 
and recommended to their ferious coniideration the adoption 
of every poflible expedient to guard againft the two fir& \ 
and have fuggefted the propriety of their employing the mi- 
litia 
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Rdsif or ibme part of them^ in the counties in ^hicb thefe 
defiles are» to keep the enemy from pofTeffing thern^ till for- 
dier provifion can be made ; and to write to the fevera] lead^ 
ing perfons on our fide in that quarter^ to be attentive to all 
the movements of the ihips and the dilafiefledy in order 
to difcover and fniftrate whatever pemicioos fchemes thej 
have in view. 

In refpe£t to the fecond conje£lure of my own, and whicb 
feems to be generally adopted, I have the pleafure to infonji 
Congrefis^ that, if their defign is to keep the armies froni 
provifion, the commiflary has told me upon inquiry, he has 
forwarded fupplies to Albany (now there, and above it) fuffi- 
cientforten thoufand men for four mqnths; — that he has 
a fufficiency here for twenty thoufand men for three months, 
and an abundant quantity fecured in different parts of the 
Jerfeys for the flying camp, befides having about four thou* 
fend barrels of flour in fome neighboring part of ConneAi- 
cut. Upon this head, there is but little occafion for any ap» 
prehenfions, at leaft for a confiderable time. 

I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 

P. S. I have fent orders to the commanding oflicer of the 
Pennfylvania militia to march to Amboy, as their remaining 
at Trenton can be of no fervice. 



Sir, NtW'Torky July 15, 1 776. 

THIS will be handed you by Mr. Griffin, who has 
^Ifo taken upon him the charge and delivery of two packets 
containing fundry letters which were fent to Amboy yefler- 
day by a flag, and forwarded to me to-day by general Mer* 
cer.— The letter addrefled to governor Franklin came open 
to my hands* 

I was this morning honored with yours of the thirteenth 
inftanty with its important and necefTary inclofures ; and, in 
obedience to the commands of Congrefs, have tranfmitted 
general IJowe the refolves intended for him. Thofe for 
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general Burgoyne I inclofed and fent to general Schuyler, 
with direftions immediately to forward them to him. 

The inhuman treatment of the whole, and murder of 
part of our people, after their furrender and capitulation, 
was certainly a flagrant violation of that faith which ought to 
be held facred by aircFvilifed nations, and founded in the mod 
favage barbarity. It highly deferved the.fcvereft reprobation ; 
and I truft the fpirited meafures Congrefs have adopted upon 
the occafion will prevent the like in future : but if they fliould 
not, and the claims of humanity are difregarded, jfaftice and 
policy will require recourfe to be had to the law of retalia- 
. tion, however abhorrent and difagreeable to our natures in 
cafes of torture and capital punifhments. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Tork, July 17, 1776* 

I "WAS this morning honored with yours of the 
fifteenth inftanr, with fundry refolves. 4 

I perceive the meafures Congrefs have taken ta expedite 
the raifing of the flying camp, and providing it with articles 
of the greateft ufe. You will fee by a poftfcript to my let- 
ter of the fourteenth, I had wrote to the comrnanding o^cer 
of the Pennfylvania militia, ordering them to be marched from 
Trenton to Amboy, as their remaining there could not anfwer 
the leaft public good. For, having confulted with fundry gentle- 
men, I was informed, if the enemy mean to direft their views 
towards Pennfylvania or penetrate the Jerfeys, their route willi 
be from neai* Amboy, and either by way of Brunfwic or 
Boundbrook, — the lower road from South-Amboy being 
through a woody fandy country. Befides, thdy will heathen 
able to throw in fuccour here, and to receive it from hence 
in cafes of emergency. ^ ,^ . 

The Connefticut light-horfe, mentioned in my letter of 
the eleventh, notwithftanding their then promife to con- 
taiue here for the defence of this place, arc now difchargcd, 

and 
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and about to return homc,-^having peremptorily refufed all* 
kind of fatigue duty, or even to mount guard, claiming an 
exemption as troopers. Though their afEftance is much' 
needed, atid might be of effential fervice in cafe of an at- 
tack,- ydt I judged it advifable, on their application and 
claim of fuch indulgences, to difcharge them 5 as granting 
them would fet an example to others, and might produce 
many ill confequences. The number of men included in 
die laft return, by this, is leflened about five hundred. 

I laft night received a letter from general Schuyler, with 
feveral inclofures, copies of which I have herewith tranfmit- 
ted. * They will give Congrefs every information I have re- 
fpefling our northern army and the fituation of our affairs 
in that quarter -, — to which I beg kave tq refer their atten- 
tion. — I cannot but exprefs my furprife at the fcarcity of 
provifion which general Schuyler mentions, after what the 
commiffary afTured me, and which formed a part of my letter 
of the fourteenth. ' He ftill afTures me of the fame. — This is a 
dillreffing circumftance, as every article of provifion, and 
every thing neceflary for that department, can have no other 
now than a land-conveyance, the water-communication from 
heace to Albany being entirely cut off. 

Congrefs will pleafe to confider the inclofure, N° 6, about 
raifing fix companies Qut of the inhabitants about the lakes,. 
to prevent the incurfions of tlie Indians, The general 
officers, in their minutes of council, have determined it ^ 
•matter of much importance ; — and their attention to the 
' price of goods furniftled the foldiery may be extremely ne^ 
ccffary. They have complained much upon this head. 

The retreat from Crown-Point feems to be confidered in 
oppofite views by the general and field officer*. The for- 
mer (I am fatisfied) have weighed the matter well; and yet 
the reafons affigned by the latter againft it appear ftrong 
and forcible. — I hope whatever is done will be for the 
l;)eft.. * ♦ * 
By a letter from the committee of Orange-county, received 
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this in<^iog> the menH:rf'^<wlr imd tenders were yefter^ it 
Haveriham-bay, about forty miles above t^s. A nuiriber 
of faeti, in four barges from the tenders, attempted to laadi 
with a view (they fuppofc) of taking Come (keep and catde^ 
that had been prcTioufly remoyed.— A fmaU number of mi- 
Ktia that were coUe<^ed obliged then^ to retreaty without their 
doing any damage with their cannont — They were fouiM&i^ 
the water up towards the Highlands ; by which it is pro: 
bable they will attempt to pafs with part of the fleet, li 
poi&ble. 

Yefterday evening a flag came from general Howe wiA a 
letter addreffcd " To George PFa/hingtony efquire^ i^O ^^ 
tic.** — ^It was not received, upon the fame principie that 
the one from lord Howe was refufed* 

I have the honor to be, &c« &• W« 



Sir, New-Tork^ July 19, 1776. 

I HA¥E been duly hopprcd widi your favors of the 
fixteenth and fcvei^tcenth, with the feveral rcfolves they OO8: 
tained 5 to the execution of which, To far as fliall be in 4»y 
power, I will pay proper attention. 

In n)y letter of the fcventeenth I (n^fmitted you sf copy 
of one from general Sphuyjer, and of its feveral inclofures.— 
I confefs the determination of 'the council of general officer! 
on the feventh, to retreat froni Crown-Point, furprifedmc 
puch : and the more I confider it^ t|ie more ftriking docs 
^le impropriety appeal". The reafons a(Bgned againft it by 
the field-officers, in ^eir remonftrance, coincide ^eatly with 
•my own ideas and thofe of the other general officers I have 
had an ogppttunity of confulting with, and feem to be of 
confiderable weight,— I may add, conclufive.— I am not fo 
fully acquainted with the geography of that country and the 
fituation of the different pods, as to pronounce a pej'emptory 
judgment ujKm the matter : but, if my ideas art right, the 
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pofcflSottof Crpwn-Point is eflentjjil, to give ws the fupe-^ 
ppority and maftery upon the lake. 

That the enemy wiL poffefs it as fcon as abandone4 by 11% 
jrberc cap be no doubt f ;jnd jf they do, whatever gallies or 
force we ^cep Qn th^ lake wilj be unqueftionabiy in their rear* 
—How they arc to be fupportecl there, or what fuccour can be 
drawn from them th^re, is beyond my comprehenfion-^Per^ 

Jiaps it is only meapt that they (hall be employed on the com* 
fi^unicatipn between that and Ticonderoga* if this is the cafe, 

, I fear the views of Congrefs will not be anfwercd, nor 4ic 
falutary effefts be derived from them, ^at were intended, 

I have mentioned my furprife to general Schuyler, atnd 
^Ould, by the adyipe of the general olEcers here^ have 
direded that that poft ihouid be maintained, had it not 
been for two caufes, — an apprehenfion that the works have 
been deftroyed, and that, if the armyfliould be ordered from 
Ticonderoga, or the poft oppofite to it (where I prefume 
they arc), to rcpoffefs it, they would have neither one place 

' nor another fecurc and in a defenfible ftate : — the other, left 
it . might increafe the .jealoufy and diverfity of opinion^ 
|rhich feem already too prevalent in that army, and efta* 
blifh a precedent for the inferior officers to fct up their judg- 
ments whenever they would, in oppoOtion to thofe of their 
fupcriors,— a matter of .great delicacy, and that might lead 
to fatal cpnfequences, if countenanced 5— though in the pre- 
fcnt inftance I could wift their reafoning had prevailed. 

If the aifmy has not removed, what I have faid to general 
Schuyler may perhaps bri"g on a recon ({deration of the mat- 
ter ; 2^nd it nfiay not be too late to take meafures for main- 
taining that poft« But of this I have no hope. 

In confecjuencc of the refolve of Congrefs for three of the 
eaftem regiments to reinforce the northern army, I wrote 
to general Ward, and, by advice of my general officers, di- 
re£led them to march to Norwich, and there to embark for 
Albany ; conceiving that two valuable purpofes might refult 
^|ierefrom|— -lirft^ that they would fooncr join the army by 
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purfuing this route, and be faved from the didrefs and fatigue 
that muft attend every long march through the country at' 
this hot and uncomfortable feafon ; — and fecondly, that they 
Blight give fuccour here, in cafe the enemjr (hould make an 
attack about the time of their pafling. But the enemy hav- 
ing now, with their (hips of war and tenders, cut off the 
water-communication from hence to Albany, I have wrote 
this day and direfted them to proceed by land acrofs the 
coimtry. — If Congrefs difapprovc the route, or wift to 
give any orders about them, you will -pleafe to certify me 
thereof^ that 1 may t^e meafures accordingly. 
' . Indofed I have the honor to tranfmit you: copies of a let- 
ter an4 fundry refolurions which I received yefterday from 
the convention of this ftate. By them you will perceive they 
have been ailing upon matters of great importance, and 
are exerting themfelves in the moft vigorous manner to de- 
feat the wicked defigns of the enemiy, and fuch difaffe^S^ed 
perfons as may incline to afliil and -facilitate their views. — 
In compliance with their requeft, iand on account of the 
fcarcity of money for carrying their falutary views into exe- 
cution, I have agreed to lend them, out of the fmall {lock 
now in hand (not more than fixty thoufand dollars), twenty 
thoufand dollars, in part of what they want ; which they 
promifc fpeedily to replace.— Had there been money fuffi- 
cient for paying the whole of our troops, and no more, I 
could not have done it. But as it was otherwife, and by 
' no means proper to pay a part and not the whde, I could 
not forefee any inconveniences that would attend the loan 5— 
on the contrary, that it might contribute in fome degree to ^ 
forward their fchemes. — I hope my conduft in this inftancc 
will not be difapproved. 

I inclofed governor Trumbull a copy of their letter and of 
their feveral refolves, to day, by colonel Broom and Mr* 
Duer, two members of the convention, who are going to 
wait on him .; but did not think myfelf at liberty to urge or 
requeft his intcreft in forming the camp of fix thoufand men, 
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us the levies, direftcd by Congrefs to be furnifhcd the third of 
June, for the defence of this place, by that government, arc 
but little more than one-third come in. At the fame time, 
the propofition I think a good one, if it could be carried int5 
execution. In cafe the enemy fliould attempt to effeS a 
landing above ICingfbridgc, and to cut off the communication 
betvsreen this city and the country, an army to hang on their 
r^ar would diftrefs them exceedingly. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

The'inclofed paper fliould have been fent before, but was 
omitted through hurry. , 

P. S. After I, had do fed my letter, I received one from 
general Ward, a copy of which is herewith tranfmitted. — I 
have wrote him to forward the two regiments now at BoC- 
ton, by the mod direft road, to Ticorideroga, as foon as they 
are well, with the utmoft expedition ; and confider their 
having had the fmall-pox, as a fortunate circumftance. When 
the three arrive which have marched for Norwich, I ihall 
immediately fend 6ne of them on, if Congrefs fhall judge it 
expedient j — of which you will pleafe to inform me. 



Sir, ' New-TorkfJuly2Jy^T]b. 

I HAVE juft time to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favor of the nineteenth. The interelting intelligence 
of the fuccefs of our arms in the fouthern department gives 
me the higheft fatisfaftion. Permit me to join my joy to 
the congratulations of Congrefs upon this event.— To- mor- 
irow I will write more fully. 

Two d*clock^ P. M, I this moment had report made me, 
that ten ftiips were feen in the offing, coming in, — ^I fup- 
pofe, part of admiral Howe's fleet. 

I have the honor to be, &c. * G. W. 



. Sir, 
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Sir, NfU^Tarty July 22, ijji. 

YOUR favors of the eighteenth and nineteenth, with 
which you have been pkafed to honor jne, have beeo duly 
received, with the feveral rc&lves alluded to. 

When the letter and declaration, from lord Howe to Mr; 
Franklin and the other late governors, come to be publiflied, , 
I (hould Aippofe the warmeft advocates for dependence on 
the firitilb crown mud be filent, and be convinced hcywi 
all poflibility of doubt, that aD that has been faid jbeut 
the commiffioners was illufory, and calculated exprefsJy to 
deceive and unguard, not only the good people of our own 
country, but thofc of the Englifh nation that were averfc to 
the proceedings of the king and miniftry. Hence we fee the 
caufc why a fpecification of their powers was not given the 
mayor and city of London, on their addrefs requefting it. 
That would have been dangerous^ becaufe it would then 
have been man if eft that the line of conduft they were to 
purfue would be totally variant from that they had in- 
duftrioufly propagated, and amufcd the public with.^Thc 
uniting the civil and military oilices in the fame perfons, 
too, mud be condufive to every thinking one, that there is 
to be but little negotiation of the rjvil kind. 

I have inclofed, for the fatisfaftion of Congrefs, the fub- 
fiance of what palTcd beween myfelf and lieutenant-i:olonei 
Patterfon, adjutant-general, at an interview had yellcrday in 
confequence of a requeft from general Howe the day be* 
fore ; — to which I beg leave to refer them for particulars. 

Colonel Knox of the train having often mentioned to, me 
^he neceflity of having a mqch more numerous body of ar- 
tillerifts thah what there now is, in cafe the prefent cootefi 
fhould continue longcr,-r-an4 knowing the deficiency in this 
inftance, and their extreme ufefulnefs,— 1 defired him to 
commit his ideas upon the fubjeft to writing, in order that I 
might tranfmit them to Congrefs for their confideration^ 
Agreeable to riiy requeft, he has done it ; and the propriety 

'•'■■-■ -• ^ 
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of Kis plan is now fubmitted faf' their decifion. It is ccitaia 
that we have not more at this time than arc fufficient for the 
iereral extcnfive ports we now hatCi-^incltiding the draughts 
which he fpeaks of, and which, I prcfume (not only from 
what he has informed me, but from the nature of the thing), 
can never be qualified to render the fame fcrvice as if thcjr 
were regularly appointed and formed into a corps for chat 
particular purpofe. 

I beg leave to remind Congrcfs that fomc time ago I laid 
before them the propofals of fome perfons here for forming 
a company of light-horfe ; and the prefident's anfwcr, a li** 
tie time after, intimated that the plan feemed to be approved 
of. — As thofe who wanted to make up th^ trcK>p are fre- 
«|aently preffing me for an anfwer, I could wiih to 1^ fa« 
iMNTcd with the decifion of Congrefs upon the fubjed. 

Bj a letter from general Schuyler, of the fourteenth in* 
ftant, dated at Albany, he informs me, that, the day before, 
fiNnc defperate defigns of the tories in that quarter had been 
difcof^ered, the particulars of which he could not divulge, being 
under an oath of fecrecy ; — ^however, that fuch meafures had 
lieen taken, as to promife a prevention of the intended mif» 
chief; and that four of the confpirators (among them, a 
ringleader) were apprehended about one o'clock that mom* 
ing, not far from the town. What the plot was, or who 
were concerned in it, is a matter I am ignorant of as yet. 

With my bed regards to Cangrefs, I have the honor to ba 
your and their moft obedient fervant, . O. W, 

p. S- Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what was propofed 
i«{pe£ling the exchange of Mr. Lovell, and iignify their 
pleafure in your next.— The laft week's raurn is alfo in- 
clpfcd. ' 



$1%^ Ntv>Tork^ July 22, 1 776/ 

CONGRESS having been pleafed to appoint t/Sc. 
Wnpcr to the command of a company in the German ba-' 
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talUon now raifing, 1 have directed him to repair to Phila- 
delphia for their orders. Ffom my acquaintance with him, 
I am perfuaded his conduft as an officer will merit their ap- 
probation : and, thanking them for their kind attention to my 
recommendation of him, I have the honor to be, with fcnti- 
ments of the higheft refpeft, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Torkj July 23, 1776* 

I WAS honored with your favor of the twentieth by 
yeftcrday's poft, fince which, and my letter, nothing of mo- 
ment has occurred. 

The (hips, mentioned in my letter of the twenty-firft to 
have been in the offing, got in that day, and are fuppofed to 
be part of the Scotch fleet, having landed fome Highlanders 
yeflerday. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you copies of a let- 
ter and fundry rcfolutions which I received laft night from 
the convention of this (late. They will inform you of the 
computed number of inhabitants and flock upon Naflau- 
Ifland, and their fentiments on the impra£licability of re- 
moving the latter 5 and alfo of the meafures they think ne- 
ceflary and likely to fecure them 

I have alfo inclofed a letter from Mr. Faefii to lord Stir- 
ling upon the fubje<El of a cannon-furnace for the ufe of the 
ftates. Congrefs will fee his plan and propofals, and deter- 
mine upon them as they fiiall judge proper. 

I am, fir, with every fentiment of refpe£t, &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-Torky July 23, 1 776. 

SINCE I had the pleafure of writing you by this 
morning's poft, I was favored with a letter from governor 
Trumbull, a copy of which is inclofed, and to which I beg 
leave to refer you. — ^In regard to the ftock he mentions, I 
wrote to him, requefting that they might be removed from 
the iflands on which they were, as I conceived it of gre^^- 
9 importance 
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importance to (iiftrefs the enemy as much as poflibletin the 
article of frefli provifion. — ^I wifh the other governments 
may fellow his example, and have it removed from the 
iflands belonging to them refpeftively. 

When the (hips of war and tenders went up the river," it 
was thought expedient that application (hould be made for 
the Connecticut row-gallies and thofe belonging to RhoHei 
Ifland,' in order to attempt fomething for their deftruftibh. 
As foon as they arrive we fhall try to employ them in (bm€ 
ufeful way, — but in what, or how fuccefsfuHy, I cannot at 
prefent determine. 

Congrefs will pleafe to obferve what Air. Trumbull fay* 
refpc£ting the continental regiment railing under colonel 
Ward. If tWey incline to give any orders about their deftt^ 
nation, you will pleafe to. communicate them by the earlieft 
opportunity, as their march will be fufpended till they arc 
known. 

' TKe orders Mr. Trumbull has given to the officers of 
their cruifers, to flop provifion-veffels, feem to be neceflary; 
We have too much reafon to beKeve that fome have gone 
voluntarily to the enemy, and that there are many perfons who 
would continue ta furnilh them with large fupplies : and, 
however upright the intentions of others may be, it will be 
a matter of the utmoft difficulty, if not an impoffibility, for 
any to efcape falling into their hands now, as every part of 
the coaft (it is probable) will fwarm with their fliips of war 
and tenders. I had propofed writing to the convention of 
this ftatje upon the fubjeft before I received his letter ; and 
am now more perfuaded of the necefiity of their taking 
fome fteps to prevent further exportations down the Sound. 
In my next I (hall inform them of the intelligence received 
from Mr. Trumbull, and recommend the matter to their at- 
tention. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. It appears abfolutely necefTary that the exportation 
of provifion fl\ould be (lopped. Our army is large, and 
other wife may want. Nor can individuals be injured, as 
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Acy hift a ready-money market for every thing they hare tdr 
Afpok of im that way< 

SWC^ New-foriy July a^, 1776^ 

DISAGREEABLE ag it is to ifie and unpleafing a» 
it may be to Qongrefs to multiply officers^ I find myfelf oih 
der dse ufiav^mtable necefHty of afldng an increafe of my 
•ides-d^-i^amp. The augmentation of my commat^i— the 
iod^fe of my corr^efpoadencey— the orders to give^^tke 
inftrudions to draw^--^cut out more bufinefs than I am abte 
to execote in tipie with propriety. The buiinefsof fo msmy 
different departments centring with me, and by me to bf 
handed on to Congrefs for their inforitiation,-*^added to the 
jntergourfe I am obliged to keep up with the adjacent ftatesi 
*-and incidental occorrenceSfr-all of which require confi* 
dcntial and not hack writers to execute,— renders it impoffi* 
ble, in the prefent ftate of things> for my family to difc 
charge the feveral duties expected of me, with that pre* 
cificm and difpatch that I could wilh.— What will it be 
then, when we come into a more a6iive fcene, and I am 
called upon from twenty diSerent places perhaps at the fame 
inftant ? 

Coiigrefs will do me the juflice to believe (I hope) that it 
i& not my inclination or wifli to run the continent to any bq* 
neceflary expenfe^ and thofe who better know me will not 
fufpe<^ that (hew and parade can have' any influence on my 
mind in this inftance. A convi£bion of the neceffity 6f it| 
for the regular difcharge of the truft repofed in me, is th$ 
governing motive for the application ; and, as fuch, is fub- 
mirted to Congrefs by, fir, your moft obedientj &c. G. W. 



Sir, New-^Yorky July 27, l^^^y 

I WAS ycfterday morning honored with your favor 
of the twenty-fourth inftant with its feveral indofurcs, to 
which I (hall pay the ftrideft attention. 

7 J» 
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The confidence Congrefs are pleafed to repofe in tnf 
judgment dcfnands rtty vmrttiefi acknowledgments,' and they 
ihay reft afliitfed it fliall Be inVariAly eni|)loyed, fo far 2f> 
fliall be in my power, to promote their vle^^ zAd the publid 
^eal. # * * 

Since ttiy laft, rlothiiig ihiterial has occurred.—- Ycfterday 
"evening report wsis ift^e tb«it eight (hips were feen in the 
offing, ftanding towards the Hook. The men-of-war and 
tenders sire ftill up the fiver. They hai^e never attempted 
to pafs the Highland fortifieaf ions ; arid, a day or two ago,' 
quitted their ftaflon, arid fell down the river eight or ten 
liiileS« The vigilance and alftivify of the militia oppofife 
whctc they were have prevented their lariding and doing 
much injury.— One poor peafent^i cot flicy plundered and 
then burnt. 

1 wduld wifli to kn6w whether the allowance given io of- 
ficers, the feventeenth of January, of a dollar and one-third 
fot every man they enlifl, Congrefs mean to extend to ihit 
officers who enlill for the new army for three years.' Ac . 
firft it may appear wrong, of rather eioirbitarit, fuppofing 
thattaany will be recruited out of the regirrients now in fer- 
vice, and under them : but the allowance will be of great ufe, 
as it will intereft the oflicers, ftnd call forth their exertion^ 
which otherwife would be faint arid languid; Indeed I . am 
fearful, from the inquiries I have madej that their ritmoflj 
exertions will be attended with but little fuccefs. It is ob- 
jefted that the bounty of ten dollars is too low i arid argued^ 
— <' if the ftates, fttrnifhing men for five 6r fix riionths, al- 
Idw confiderably more, why (hould th^t be acdepted when 
the term of enliftment is to be for three ye^rs ?" — I heartil/^ 
wifli a bounty in land had been or could be given, as wad 
ptopofed fome time ago.- T thiiyk it would be attended with 
ialutary confequenCes. 

In ednfequence of my applicatron t(S govetridr Trumbull, 
he has fent me two row-gallies ; and I expeft another froni 
Wtn, None from governor Cooke are yet come 5 nor have 

Yoi. LP I heard 
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I heard from liim on the fubjeft. — One is complete here. 
— Tihe fire-fhips are going on under Mr. Andcrfoii's direc- 
tion, but rather flowly ; and I am preparing fome obftnw- 
tions for the channel nearly oppofite the works at the.upper 
end of this ifland. — ^When all things arc ready, I intend to 
try, if it Ihall feem prafticablc, to deftroy the (hips and tra- 
ders above, and to employ the gallies^ if they can be of ad- 
vantage. 

The militia for the flying camp come in but flowly. By a 
return fiom general Mercer ycfterday, they are but little 
more than three thoufand. If they were in, or can be there 
(hortly, and the fituation of the enemy remains the fari^c, I 
would make fome efforts to annoy them, keeping our pofU 
Wre well guarded, and not putting too much to the hazard, 
or in any manner to the ri(k. 

I have the honor to be, &c. - G. W. 



^SlR, ' NeW'Terkj July 29, 1776, 

YOUR favor of the twenty-fourth I received on (a- 
turday evening, and, agreeabje to your requeft, (hall expunge 
thQ preamble to the refolution fubjediing the property of 
fubjefts to the Britifli crown to forfeiture and confifcation. 

Our ftock of muflcet-powder is entirely made up in car- 
tiudges. I therefore requeft that Congrefs will order four 
or five tons more of that fort to be immediately forwarded ; 
it being not only neceflary that we fliould have moi« for 
that purpofe, but alfo fome ftock to remain in barrels. 

Yefterday evening Hutchinfon's and Sergeant's regiments 
from Bofton arrived J alfo two row-gallies from Rhode- 
Ifland.— *I aril fearful the troops have not got entirely clear 
of the fmall-pox. I fhall ufe every poffible prcicaution to 
prevent the infediion fpreading; and, for that purpofe> 
have ordered them to an cncampment'feparafe and detached 
from the reft. 

By faturday's report from Long-Ifland camp, five fliipSr* 
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Wig, ^4 five fchoo^iefSj ,|p#d. got iiito thelHook ;— by yef- 
terday's, two (hips more, and a floop, were landing in.— 
■JVh^t they are, 1 hay^fiot ))een able to learq, .^ 

I have tranfnaittei4s^ ^^^%xA return herewith, by which 
CongreftJ will perceive the whple of our for^e ^t the time it 
was,made. ». ' , , 

• Il>$ve inclofed youaft recount oiF fuir^ry prizes^ which 
tras tranfnfltl»d to feVerakgentlemen hereby faturday^s poft.' 
The two laftrprizte Ji.did ,not fee mentioned in the letters 
ffiewnme t and I feat the jeport of. the fccond pxovifion-vfef- 
fclis'pr^njijitufe'.-- 1 was alfathis minute informed that cap- 
tain Riddle had taken a ihip with fugars fori Britain,, and,^ 
iji bringing her in> unfoxttiaately loft her .on Fifter!^ Jfland. ; 

I have the honor to bcfy &c. • ; . .. t^j .; G^ W>i 



I WAS this n*omii¥g* honored with your two favots 
of ycfterday's date^ aihdf agteeable to yoar requeft, havC' 
given Mr, Palfrey liberty to"^ negotiate yoar tlAim with Mr- 
Brimer, and wifh it may be fatisfied agreeably tb you. 

I laft night received h lett^fmm general Schwylet, a copy 
of which I do myfelf the h©Horlotraftfinit you. You will 
thereby perceive his reafons fdr leaving Cro%n*Point, and. 
preferring the poft the council of officers determined to 
take oppopfite to Ticonderoga. — I am totally unatquainted 
With thofe feveral polls -and the country about them, and 
therefore cannot determine on the validity of his obferva- 
tions, or think myfelf at liberty to give any direftion in the 
matter. * " . 

Congrefs Will pleafe to obferve what he fays of their dif- 
trefs for money. Frorh hence he can have no relief, there 
belrg only about three of four thoufand dollars in the pay- 
mafter's hands acc6rdin*g to his return this morning, — and 
all but two months' pay due to the army, befidts many othet 
diemands.— -I could vj^lfli that proper fuppU^s of money could 
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be always kept:— the want may •icafion confequences of an 
alarming nature. 

By a letter frpm him, of a prior date to the copy inclofed, 
he tells me that a Mr. Ryckman, who has juft returned 
through the country of the Six-Nations, reports that the 
Indians who were at Philadelphia hate gone home with 
tery favorable ideas of our ftrength and refources. This h« 
heard in many of their villages :--a lucky circuoiftance, if it 
Will either gain their friendfliip or fecure their nctttmlky* 

In my letter of the twenty-feventh I informed Congreft 
af my views and wifbes to attempt fomething againft the 
troops oh Staten^Ifkmd* i am now to acquaint them, that, 
by the advice of general Mercer and o^er oficers at Amboy, 
it will be impraAicable to do any thing upon a large fcale, 
for want of craft, and as the enemy have the entire com- 
mand of the water all round the ifland.^ have defired ge- 
neral Mercer to have nine or ten flat-bottomed boats built at 
Newark-bay imd Elizabethtown^ wkh si defign principally to 
keep up the communication actols Hackin£ic and Paflaic 
rivers, which i deesn a matter of great import^incet and ex* 
tremely nece&ry to be attcndedito. 

^ Since I wrote you yefterda]r» eleven (hips more, four 
biigSt and two fioops, have come into the Hook. I have not 
yet received intelligence what any of the late arrivals are : 
but I fuppofe we (hall not long remaixi in a ftate of unceiv 
tainty* 

Having reafon to believe tliat lord Howe will readily comf 
into an exchange of iuch prifoners as may be more immo* 
diately under his command, and that fomething will be of^ 
fered on this fubjeft within a day or two, or rather come in- 
aufwer to the propofitions I huve made general Howe, I 
(hould be gbd to have Congre&S iilterpretation of the re- 
folve of the twenty-fecond inftanr^ empowering the com- 
manders to exchange, &c ;— -whether, by the word ^ /oiler,* 
they mean failors generally, as. well thof<? taken' in the ve(^ 
fels of private adventurers by the enemy^ as thofe belonging. 

ta 



Digitized by 



Google 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 213 

to the continental cruifers, or veffels in the continent's em- 
ploy ; ot whether they only defign to extend the exchange 
to the latter, — thofe in their particular employ. ' 

I would alfo obferve, that, heretofore, failor^ belonging to 
merchant fhips that have fallen into our hands, and thofe 
employed merely as tranfports, have not generally been con- 
lidcred as prifoners. — ^I fubmit it to Congrefs whether it 
may not be now neceflary to pafs a refolve declaring their 
fentiments on this fiibje^, and, in general, who are t^ be 
treated as prifoners of war, that are taken on board veffels 
bifenging to the fubjeds of the Britifh crown, &c.- The 
isefulc of their opinion upon the firft queftiqn propofed, you 
will be pleafed to tranfmit me by the earlieft opportunity, 

I have inclofed, for the confideration of Congrefs, a me- 
morial and petition by captain Holdridge, praying to be re- 
lieved againft the lofs of money ftolen from him,-r-not con-» 
ceiving myfelf authorifed .to grant his requeft. The certi-. 
ficate which attends it proves him a man of chara£ber ; and 
his cafe is hard, on his ftatc of it.— Whether making the lofs 
sood may not open a door to others, and give rife to appli- 
cations not fo juft as his may be, I cannot determine. — That 
feems to be the only objection to relieving him. 

I am informed by general Putnam that there arc fome of 
the Stockbridge Indian^ here (I have not feen them myfelf ) 
who exprcfs great tineafinefs at their not being employed by 
us, and have come to inquire into the caufe. I am fenfible 
Congrefs had them not in contemplation when they refolved 
that Indians might be engaged in our fervice. However, as 
ij:^Y feem fo anxious,— as they were led to expe<3: it, from 
what general Schuykr and the other commiffioners did, — sl$ 
we are under difficulties' in getting men, and there may be 
danger of their (or fome of them) taking an unfavorable 
part,-r-I beg leave to fubmit it as my opinion, under all ib^k 
i;ircumftance8, that they had better be emjployed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q^.W^ 

P3 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



114 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

Sir, iVw^-l or*, Augufi 12, 1 7?6| 

YOUR favor of tlie thirtieth uhipio, with its fcvci*^ 
inclofures, I was honored with hy wedncfday's poft, 

Congrefs having been plejifed to leave with me the direct 
tion of colonel Ward's regiment, I have wrote to ^dvemof 
Trumbull, and requefted him to order their march to^ this 
place, being fully fatisfied that the tfncmy meart to make 
their grand pufli in this quarter^ and that the good of the 
fervice requires every aid here that can be obtained'.*' I haVc 
alfo wrote to colonel Elmore, and direfted him to repair hifRr 
with his regiment. — When it comes*, I (hall fill up commif- 
fions for fuch officers as appear with their refpeflive com- 
panies. 

Colonel Holnran, with a regiment frohi the Maflarrihufetts 
ftate, is arrived. Colonel Cary frdrii thence is alfo here, 
waiting the arrival of his regiment 'which' he hotirly expcfts.' 
He adds, when he left New-London 'he heard that the thifil 
regiment from the MaiTachufetts was" alihoft 'V^ady, and 
would foon be in motion. • ' 

The enemy's force is Sajly augmenting and b6coming 
ftronger by new arrivals. Yefterday, general Greene le- 
ports that about forty fail, including tenders, c^me i^fo the 
Hook. What they are, or what thofc have brought tha< 
have lately got in, I remain un-informed. Howevdfjll thinH 
it probable they arc part of lord Howe's fleet, with tJici 
Heffian troops : — it is time to look for them. 

I have the hdnor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I am extremely forry to inform Congrefs our troop? 
^re very fickly. 



Silt, NeW'Tt>rhjAuguJi 5, 1776. 

I WAS honored with youi: favor of the thirty-firft til- 
timo on friday, with its feveral' inclofures; and return you 
iny thanks for the agreeable intelligence you were pleafed 
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to communicate,'of the arrival of one of our flnps with fuch 
vattiaUe articles as arms and ammunition ; alfo of the cap- 
ture made by a privateer. 

The mode for the exchange of prifoners, refolved on by 
Congrefs, is acceded -toiby general Howe, fo far as it comes 
within his command. . A* copy of my letter and his anfwer 
upon this fubje£t I haiFCiidieiionor to inclofe.you ; to which 
I beg leave to. refer Cangrcfi. 

The inclofed copy of a letter from colonel Tapper, who 
had the general command of the gallies here, will inform 
Congrefs of the engagement between them and the fliips of 
war up the North-river on faturday evening, and of the da^ 
ipage we fuftalned. What injury was done to the (hips, f 
cannot afcertain. It is faid they were hulled feveral times 
by our fhot. All accounts agree that our officers and men, ' 
during the whole of ^he affair, behaved with great fpirit and 
bravery.' The damage done the gallies Ihews beyond quet 
tion that they had a warm time of it. — The fliips ftill re* 
main up the river; and, before any thing further dian be at- 
tempted againft them (fliould it be thought advifable), the 
gallies muft be repaired. . 

I have alfo tranfinitted Congrefs a copy of a letter I re- 
ceived by fat\|rday's poft from governor Cooke, to which I 
refer them for the intelligence it contains. The feizure .of 
our veffels by the Portuguefe is, I fear, an event too true. 
Their dependence upon the Britifh crown for aid againft the 
Spaniards muft force them to comply with every thing re- 
quired of them.— I wifli the Morris may get fafe in with 
her cargo.— As to the fliips captain Buchlin faw on the 
twenty-fifth ultimo, 'they are probably arrived : for yefterday 
twenty-five fail came into the Hook. 

By a letter from general Ward, of the twenty-ninth ul- 
timo, he informs me that two of our armed veflels, the day 
before, had brought into Marblehead a fliip bound from Ha- 
lifax to Staten-Iiland. She had in about fifteen hundred 
and nine pounds* worth pf Britifli goods, bcfides a good 
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many belonging to tories. A Halifax paper, found on board 
her, I have inclofedi as al(b an account fent me by Mr. Ha* 
zard, tranfmitted him by fome of his friends, as given by die 
tjories taken in her. Their inteiHgence, I dare fay, is true ire- 
fpefting the arrival of part of tjie Heffian troops. — General 
Ward in his letter mentions, that^ the day diis prize was 
taken, captain Burke, in another of our armed vefiels, had 
an engagement with a (hip and « fchooner which he 
thought were tranfports, and would have taken them, had it 
not been for an unlucky accident in having his quarter-deck 
blown up. Two of his men were killed, and feveral more 
were wounded. 

The hulks and chevaux-de-frife, that have been preparing 
to obftruft the channel, have got up to the place they arc in- 
tended for, and will be funk as foon as poffible. 

I have tranfmitted Congrefs a general return of the army 
in and about this place on the third indant, by which diey 
will perceive the amount of our force. 

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to remind Gongrefs 
of the neceflity there is of having fome major-generals ap- 
pointed for this army, the duties of which are great, exten- 
five, and impoffible to be difcharged as tliey ought and the 
good of the fervipe requires. Without a conipetent number 
pf oflicers of tjiis r^nk. I mean to write more fully upon the 
fubjeiQ: : and, as thing? are drawing faft to ^n ifluc, and it is 
pecejSary to make every proper difpofition and arrfingement 
that we poffibly can, I pray th^t this matter jnay be taken 
ifito confidcration, and claim their early attention.— I well 
Jcnow what ha? prevented appointments of this fort for fome 
time paft : biit the fituation of our affairs will not juftify 
longer delays in thfs inftance. — ^By the firft opportunity, I 
{hall take the liberty of giving you my fentimcnts more at 
|[ irge upon the propriety and neceflity of the mcafure- 

I have the honor to be, &Cj p. W? 
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Sl»f New-Tori, Jugujl 7, 1776, 

IN my letter of the fifth which I had the honor of 
addreffing you, I begged leave to recall the attention of 
Congrefe to the abfolute necefiky there is for appointing 
inore general officers,-?— promifing at the fame time, by the 
firft opportunity, to give my fentiments more at large upon 
the fubjeA, 

Confident I am that the poftponing this meafure has not 
{iroceeded from motives of frugality : otherwife I fhouiU 
take the liberty of attempting to prove that we put too much 
to the hazard by fuch a faving.— I am but too well apprifcd 
of the difficulties that occur in the choice. They are, I ac- 
knowledge, great ; but at the fame time it mufl be allowed 
they are of fuch a nature as to pre fen t themfelves whenever 
the fubjed is thought of. Time on the one hand does not 
remove them ; on d^ other, delay may be produdive of 
fatal confequences 

Thk army, though far (hort as yet of the numbers in- 
tended by Congrefs, is by much too unwieldy for the com- 
mand of any one man, without feveral major- genqrals to 
affift. For it is to be obferved that a brigadier-general at the 
head of his brigade is no more than a colonel at the head of 
a regiment^ except that he adis uppn a larger fcale. Officers 
of iifore general command are at all times wanted for the 
good order and government of an army, efpecially when the 
army is compofed chiefly of raw troops : but in an a£lioa 
they arc indifpenfably necefTary. — At prefent there is but 
one major-general for this whole department and the flying 
camp ; whereas, at this place alone, lefs than three cannot 
difcharge the duties with that regularity they ought to be. 

If thefe major-generals are appointed, as undoubtedly 
they will, out of the prefent brigadiers, you will want for 
this place three brigadiers at leaft. — ^The northern depart- 
jnent will require one, if not two (as general Thompfon is 
f prifoncr, apd the baron Woe4tke reported to be dead or in 
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a flatc not much Setter), there being at prcfent only one 
briga^icfi-general (Arnold) in all that department. — ^For the 
caftern governments there ought to be one, or a major-pgenct 
ral, to fuperintend the regiments there, and to prevent im- 
pofitions that might otherwife be praftifed.— Thefc make the 
immber wanted to be fix or feven 2 and who arc to be ap- 
poimed^ Congrefs can beft judge* 

To make brigadiers of the ojdeft colonels wopld be the 
leaft ezception^hle way ; but it is much to be queilioiied 
wbedier by that mode the abkft men would be appointed to 
office. And I would obferve, though the rank of the colo- 
nels of the caftern governments was fettled at Cambridge 
bft year, it only refpefted themfelves, and is ftill open as to 
officers of other governments. To pick a colonel here and 
a colonel there through the army according to the opinion 
entertained of their abilities, would no ^doubt be tlie means 
pi making a better choice, and nominating the fitteil per* 
fons : but then the fenior officers would get difjguftedj and, 
more than probable, with their connexions, c^uit the fcr- 
Tice. — ^That might prove fatal at this time, — To appoint 
gentlemen as brigadiers, that had no ferveji: in this army (in 
this part of it at lead), would not wound^arty one in parti- 
cular, but hurt the whole equally, and muft be confidered jrt 
a very difcouraging light by every officer of merit. — View the 
matter therefore in any point of light you will, there are in- 
conveniencies on the one hand, and difficulties on the other, 
which ought to be avoided. — Would they be remedied by 
appointing the oldett colonels from each ftate ? — If this 
mode fliould be thought expedient^ the inclofed lift giv^s ^^ 
names of the colonels, from New-Haippftiire to Pennfylva- 
nia inclufive, fpecifying thofe who rank firft, as I am told, 
in the feveral colony lifts. 

I have tranfmitted a copy of a letter from Mr. John Glavetj 

fetting forth the nature and grounds of a difpute between hini 

and a Mr. Bradford refpefling their agency. Not conceiving 

B£\yfqlf..auAorifed, nor having the fmalleft inclination to in* 

j. ' * ■ ' terferc 
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^erfere in any degree in the matter, it is referred to Congreft, 
who will determine and give direftion upon it in fuch man- 
ner as they fliall judge beft. I will only obferve that Mr. 
plover was recommended to me as a proper perfon for an 
agent when w^ firfl fitted out armed veflejs, and was ac- 
cordingly appointed one ; and, fo far as I know, difcharged 
his office with fidelity and induflry. 

I received yefterday evening a letter from general Schuy- 
ler, containing lieutenant M^ Michael's report, who liad 
been fent a fcout to Ofwego. A copy of the report I have 
jnclofed for ^ the information of Congrefs, left general Schuyr 
ler ihould have omitted it in his letter which accompaiiies 
this. He was at the German-Flats when he wrote, which was 
the fecond inflant, and the treaty with the Indians not be- 
gun; not had the whole expefted then arrived. But of 
fhefe things he will have advifed you more fully, I make no 
doubt. 

The paymafler informs me he received a fupply of money 
yefterday. It came very feafonably : for the applications and 
clamors of the troops had become inceflant and diftreffing 
beyond meafure. — There is now two months' pay due to 
them. — I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W- 



SlR, 

SINGE clofing the letter which I had the honor to 
"W^rite you this morning, two deferters have come in, who 
left the Solebay man-of-war laft evening. One of them is 
a native of New- York. Their account is that they were in 
the engagement with colonel Moukrie at Sullivan's Ifland on 
the ninth of July — (the particulars they give nearly corre- 
fpond with the ifarrative fent by general Lee) ; — that they 
kft Carolina three weeks ago as a convoy to forty- five tranf- 
potts having on board general Clinton, lord Coriiwallis, and 
the whole fouthern army confiding of about three thoufand 
wen, all of whom were landed lail week on Staten-Ifland in 
^Icrable .health •,— that, on funday, thirteen tranfports, part 
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of lord Howe's fleet, and having on board Heflians and 
HighUnders, came to StatenJfland 5 — that the remainder of 
the fleet, which was reported to have, in the whole, twelve 
thoufiind men, had parted with thefe troops off the banks of 
Newfoundland, and were expe£led to come in every mo- 
ment ; — that they were getting their heavy carriages and 
cannon on board, -had launched eight gondolas with flat 
bottoms, and two rafts or ftages to carry cannon. 

Thefe men undqrftand that the attack will foon be made 
if /the other troops arrive ; — that they give out they will lay 
the Jerfcys wade with lire and fword 5 — tliat the computed 
ftrength of their army will be thirty thoufand men. They 
further add, that, when they left Carolina, one tranfportgot 
on ihore, fo that they were not able to give her relief 5 upon 
which, (he furrendcred, with five companies of Highlanders, 
to general Lee, who, after taking every thing valuable out of 
her, burnt her ; — that the admiral turned general Clinton out of 
his fhip after the engagement, with a great deal of abufe •,— 
great differences between the principal naval and military 
gentlemen ;— that the fhips, left in Carolina, are now in fuch 
a weakly diftrefled condition, they would fall an eafy prey. 

I am, fir, with great refpcft, &c. G. W^? 

Head' Quarter Sy New-Torky Auguft 7, 1 776, 

one clock, P. M. * 

The fhips are changing their pofition, and the men-of-war 
forming into a line : but I ftill think they will wait the arrival 
of the remaining Heflians before any general attack wiil ht 
xnxde. — Monday's return will fhew our flrength here. 



Sir, NewTork, Ju^uJ 8, 1776. 

BY yefterday-morning's port, I was honored with 
your favor of the fecond inllant, with fundry refolutions of 
Congrefs, to which I Ihall pay f^rict attention. 

As the propofition for employing the Stockbridge Indian? 
has been approved, I have wrote to Mr. Edwards, one of tfi^ 
commiflioners, and whp lives among them, requeilipg ^^ 
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to engage them or, fuch as are willing, to enter the fervice* 
1 have direftcd him to indulge them with liberty to join this 
or the northern army, or both, as their inclination may 
lead. 

I wilh the falutary confequences may tefult from the re- 
gulation refpedting feamen taken, that Congrefs have in 
view. From the nature of this kind of people, and the pri- 
Yilcges granted on their entering into our fervice, I (hould 
fuppofe many of them will do it. — We want them much, 
t I yefterday tranfmitted the intelligence I received from the 
deferters from tlie Solebay man-of-war.— The inclofed copy 
of a letter by laft night's poll, from the honorable Mr* 
Bovrdoin, with the information of a captain Kennedy lately 
taken^ corroborate their accounts* refpcfting the Hefiian' 
troops. Indeed his report makes the fleet and armament, to 
be employed againft us, greater than what we have heard they 
would be. . However there remains no doubt of their bein j 
both large and formidable, and fuch as will require our moil 
Tigorous exertions to oppofe them. Pcrfuaded of this, and 
knowing how much inferior our numbers are and will be tp 
theirs when the whole of their troops arrive, — of the im- 
portant confequences that may aAd will flow from the appeal 
that will foon be made,— I have wrote to Connedicut and 
Ncw-Jcrfcy, for all the fuccour they can afford, and alfo to 
the convention of this fl:ate. — What I may receive, and in 
^hat time, the event muft determine. But 1 would fain 
hope, the fituation and the exigency of our afiairs will call 
forth the moft flrenuous eflbrts and early affiftance of thofe 
who are friends to the caufe. I confefs there is but too 
much occafion for their exertions. I confidently truft they 
will not be withheld. 

I have inclofed a copy of a letter from Mr. Bowdoin re- 
fpeSting the eaftcrn Indians. Congrefs will thereby perceive 
that they profefs themfelves to be well attached to oar in^ 
terefl:, — ^and the fummary of the meafures taken to engaj;c* 
them in our fervice. I have the treaty at large between the 
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iKHiorabk council of the Maffachufetts, on behalf of th^ 
United States, with the delegates of the Saint-John's and 
Mickmac tribes. The probability of a copy's being fent 
already, and' its great length, prevent bne coming herewith. 
If Congrefs have not had it forwarded to them, I will fend 
a copy by the firft opportunity after notice that it has not 
been received. 

-dugujl 9. ■ B y a report received from general Greene 
laft night, at funftt and a little after, about a hundred boats 
were feen bringing troops from Staten-Ifland to the (hips, 
three of which had fallen down towards the Narrows,. hav- 
ing token in foldiers from thirty of the boats. He adds, that, 
by the bcft obfervations of fcveral offi'cers, there appeared to 
be a general embarkation. 

. I have wrote to general Mercer for two thoufand men 
from the flying camp. Colonel Smallwood's batallion, as 
part of them, I expeft this forenoon : but where the reft 
are to come from, I know not, as., by the general's lafl re- 
turn, not more than three or four hundred of the new levies 
bad got in. ^ 

In piy letter of the fifth I inclofed a general return of the 
army under my immediate command : but I imagine the fol- 
lowing ftate will give Congrefs a more perfeft idea, though 
iK)t aTnore agreeable one, of our fituation. For the feveral 
pofls on New-York, Long and Governor's iflands, and Pau- 
Ips-Hook, we have, St for duty, ten thoufand five hundred 
^d fourteen,— fick prefent, three thoufand and thirty^nine— 
fick abfent, fix hundred and^wenty-nine,-.on command, t:^o 
thoufand nine hundred and foFty-fix,-^on furlough, ninety* 
fcveti,— total, feyentecn thoufand two hundred and twenty* 
five. In addition to thefe, we are only certain of colonel 
Smallwood's batallion in cafe of an imrriediat'e attack. Our 
pofts too are much divided, having waters between many of 
them, and fome diftaht from others, fifteen miles. Thefie 
circumftances, fufficiently diftreffing of them fclves, are much 
aggravated by the ficknefs that prevails through the army; 
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^vcry day mo»e or-lcfe a?ei taken dowttj, fo that the propor- 
tion of men that ^may come ki cannot tie corifidered as a 
real and ferviccabic augmentation oi> the whole, 

Tbefc things syr^ melancholy 5 but they are ncvdrtkcWfs 
true* — I hope for better.— -Under every difadvantagc^ mj ut* 
iKibft exertions (hdl be employed tq. bijring about the great end 
wejiave in view: and^ fo far as Tcan judge from the pro- 
f^flii^s and upp^ent jdifpofition of my troops, I fliall hav« 
iheir fupport. The fuperio|ity of the enemy and the cx- 
pefted, attack do not feem to.hiive deprcffed their fpirits^ 
Thefe confiderations lead me to think, that, though the 
appeal may not terminate fo happily in our favor as I could 
wifli, yet they will not fucceed in their views without con- 
Cdcrable lofs« Any advantage they may get, I' truft, will 
coft them dear* 

Eight o\lock^ A. M. 

By the reverend Mr. Madifon and a Mr. Johnfon, two 
gentlemen of Virginia, who came from Staten Ifland yefter- 
day, where they arrived the day before in the packet with 
colonel Guy Johnfon, I am informed that nothing material 
had taken place in England when they left it ; — that there 
bad been a change in the French ininiftry, which, many peo- 
ple thought, forebod^ a war 5— that it feemed to be be- 
lieved by many that Congrefs would attempt to buy off 
the foreign troops, and that it might be efFefted without 
great difficulty. .Their accounts from Staten Ifland nearly 
correfpond with what we had before : they fay that every pre- 
paration is making for an attack ; — that the force now upon 
the ifland is about fifteen thoufand j— that they appear very 
impatient for th^ arrival of the foreign troops, but a very 
fmall part having got in. Whether they would attempt any 
thing before they come, they are uncertain : but they are 
fure they will ar, fooif as. they arrive, if not before. — They 
fay, from what they could cpjledi from the converfation of 
officers, &c, they mean to hem us in by getting above \x% 
and cutting oflfall communication with the country 
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That this 18 their plan, feems to be corrobatatcd and coii- 
firm«d by the circtttnftancc of fotnc (hips of war going oit 
at different times within a few days pad, and other vefiek* 
It is probable that a part are to go round and come up die 
Sounds 

Mr. Madifon fays lotd Howe'» powers were not known 
when he left England ; — that general Conway moved, before 
bis <leparture, that they might be laid before the commons i 
and' had his motion rejedled by t large majority^ 

I have the honor- to be, &c# ^ G. W. 



( 
fiiR, tfciV'Torkt Auguji \% 1776. 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
eighth and tenth inftant, with their feveral inclofures. I 
fhall pay attention to tjie refolution refpefting lieutenant 
Jofiah, and attempt to relieve him from his rigorous ufage. 
— Your letters to fuch of the gentlemen as were here have 
been delivered. The reft will be fent by th6 firft oppor- 
tHnlty. 

Since m y laft, of the eighth and ninth, the enemy have made 
no movements of confequence. They remain nearly in the 
fame ftate ; nor have v.e any further intelligence of theif 
defigns. They have not been yet joined by the remainder 
of the fleet with the Heffian troops. 

Colonel Smallwood and his bataliion got In on fridayj 
and colonel Miles is alfo here with two batallions more of 
Pennfylvania riflemen. 

Hie convention of this ftate have been exerting themfclvc* 
to call forth a portion of their militia to an eneampmcnt 
forming above Kingft)ridge, to remoin in fervice for thtf 
fpacc of one month after their arrival there; and alfo half of 
thofe ill Kin.^ and Queen's counties, tb reinforce the troops 
on I.opg-ItL:nd till the firft of September, unlefs Tooner dif" 
charged. General Morris too is to take poft widi his bri- 
gade uii the bound and Hudfon's-river for ten days, to- 
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annoy |he enemy in cafe they attempt to land ; and others 
of their militia are dire6led to be in readinefs, in cafe their 
aid fhould be required*. Upon the whole, from the infor- 
mation I have from tlie convention, the militia ordered are 
t)ow in motion, or will be in, a little time, arid will amourlt 
to about three thoufand or more. From Corinedlicut, I am 
not certain what fuccours are coming. By one or two gentle- 
men who have come from thence, I ani told fome of the 
militia were aflembling, and, from tlie intellijgence they had, 
would march this week. 

By a letter from governor Trumbull, of the fifth, I am 
advifed that the troops from that flate, deftincd for the 
northern army, had marched for Skeneiborough. — General 
Ward too, by a letter of the fourth, informs me that the two 
regiments would march from Boftbn laft week, having been 
cleanfed and generally recovered from the fmall-pox. I have 
alfo countermanded my orders to colonel Elmore, and di- 
refted him to join the "northern army, having heard, after 
my orders ta Connc£licut for his marching hither, that he 
and moft of his regiment were at Albany or within its vici- 
nity. — ^General Ward mentions that the council of the MafTa- 
chufetts ftate will have in from two to three thoufand of 
their militia to. defend their lines and different pofts, in lieu 
of the regiments ordered from thence agreeable to the re- 
folution of Congrefs. 

The inclofed copy of a refolve of this ftate, pafled the 
tenth inftant, will difcover the apprehenfion they are un- 
der of the defection of the inhabitants of King's county 
from the common caufe, and of the meafures they have 
taken thereupon. I have direfted general Greene to give 
the committee fuch affiftance as he can, and they may re- 
quire, in the execution of their commiffion ; though at the 
fame time I wifti the information the convention have re- 
ceived upon the fubjeft may prove grouncllefs. 

I would beg leave to mention to Coiigvefs, that, in a letter 
I received from geuei:al Lee, he mentions the valuable cor- 

Vox. L Q^ fequences 
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(equeoces that would refult from a number of cavalrj^ bong 
employed in the fbuthem department* Without them (to 
ufe his own exprellions} he can aofwer for nothing :*^with 
one thoufand, he would enfure the fafety of thofe ftates.-^ 
I ihould have done myfelf the honor of fobmitting thi« mat* 
ter to Congr^fs before at his particular requeft^ had it not 
cfcaped my mind^-^-From his acquaintance with that com^* 
try^ and the nature of the grounds, I doubt not he has weighed 
the matter wellj and prefume he has fully reprefented ii» 
advantages that would arife from the eftabli&ment of fuch 
a corps -.'--a!! I mean^ is^ in compliance witk his ^uifitioH> 
to mention the matter, that fuch confideratipp m:^ be had 
upon it (if not already determined) as it may be defeningof- 

I have tranfmitted a general rc^uvn, whereby . CoDgreft 
will perceive the whole of our ftrengthy except the two batal- 
lions under colonel Miles, whicb> coming, fince it was made 
out, are not included. 

I have inclofed a letter juft come to hand from Martinique* 
Congrefs wiU pleafe to confider of the purport, favoring me 
with their anfwer and a return of the letter. 

This moment (ten o'clock) report is made by gcncial 
Greene that a man-of-war came in yederday, and thatfixtyiail 
of ibips are now (landing in. — No doubt> th^y are a further 
part of the Hcffian fleet. 

I have the honor to be, &c« G» W. 



Sir, iVw-lVi, Jvpi/i ia> ijl^ 

THIS will be handed to you by colonel * * • from 
the northern army^ whom the indofed letter and proceed- 
ings of a general court*martial will ihew to have been ift 
arreft, and tried for fundry matters charged againft him^ 
As the court-martial was by order of the commander in d»t 
department, — the fafts committed there,— the trial there,— 
I am much at a Ipfs to know why the proceedings were rs- 
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fcrred to nie to approve or difapprote. As my Intetfering 
in die matter would catfy much impropriety with it, and 
fecW a want of regard to the rules and pra£tice in fuch in- 
ftance9> — and a# coWncl * * * is going to, Philadclphisi,— I 
have fubmitted the whole df the proceedings to the con- 
fideration of Congrefs for their decifion upon his cafe,— 
perfeftly convinced that fuch determination will be had 
therein, sis will be right and juflu 

have the honor to be, &c* G.. W. 



Sl-Ri New^JTorky Augyji 13, 1776* 

AS there Is reafon to believe that but little time will 
dapfe before the enemy make their attack, I have thought . 
it advifable to remove all the papers in my hands, refpe£ling 
the affairs of the ftates, from this plSace. I hope the event 
will flieW the precaution was unneceffary : but yet prudence 
required that it (hould be done, left by any accident they 
might fall into their hands. They are all contained in a 
large box, nailed up, and committed to the care of lieuten- 
ant-colonel Reed, brother of the adjutant-general, to be 
delivered to Congrefs, in whofe cuftody I would beg leave 
to depoGt them until our affairs (hall be fo circumftanced as 
to admit of their return. 

TTie enemyj fince my letter of yefterday, have received 
a further augmentation of thirty-fix (hips to their fleet, 
making the whole that have 'arrived fince yefterday morn- 
ing, ninety-fix.. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I woald obfcrve that I have fent off the box pri- 
vately, that it might raife no dilagreeble ideas ; and have 
enjoined colonel Reed to fecrecy. 



Qji. ^ Sir, 
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Sir, NeW'Tork^ ^uguji 14, 1776. 

SINCE I had tlie honor of addreiling you on mon- 
day, nothipg of importance has occurred here, except that 
the enemy have received an augmentation ta their fleet, of 
ninety-fix fliips:— fome reports make them more. , In a let- 
ter I wrote you yefterday by lieutenant-colonel Reed, I ad- 
vifed you of this : but prefumipg it may not reach you fo 
foon as this will, I have thought proper to men^on the in- 
telligence again. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit a copy of the ex- 
/amination of a deferter fent me this morning by general 
Mercer, to which I beg leave to refer Congrefs for the 
lateft accounts I have from the enemy. Whether the in- 
telligence he has given is literally true, I camiot determine : 
but as to the attack, we daily expeft it. 

Your favor of the tenth, with its inclofures, was duly re- 
ceived ; and I have inftru£led the feveral officers who were 
promoted, to aft in their ftations as you requefted, though, 
their commiflions were not fent. 

As we are in extreme want of tents and covering for this 
army, — a great part of thofe at the out-pofts having notliing 
to fhelter them, nor houfes to go into, — I fubmit it to Con- 
grefs whether it may not be prudent to remand thofe that 
were lately fent to Bofton, where there are no troops at pre- 
fent; and, if there were, the neceflity for them would not. 
be great, as the town, and barracks at feveral of the polls, 
would be fufficient to receive them. 

The inclofed letter from lieutenant-colonel Henihaw will 
difcdvei t© Congrefs his views and willies, which they will 
confider and determine on, in whatever way they think right, 
and conducive to the public good ;— meaning only to lay 
his letter before them. 

I take the liberty of mentioning that colonel Varnum of 
Rhode-Ifland has been with me this morning to rcfign his 
commiflion, conceiving himfelf to be greatly injured in not' 

having 
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having been noticed in the late arrangement -ond promotion 
of general officers.— I reraonftrated againft the impropriety 
of the meafure at this time ; and he has confented to flay 
till afiairs wear a different afpeft from what they do at 
prefent. 

Eleven o'clock. — By a report juft come to hand from gene- 
ral Greene, twenty fhips more are coming in. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NeW'Tork^ ^ugujl 14, 1776, 

THIS will be delivered you by captain Moeballe, a 
Dutch gentleman from Surinam, who has come to the con- 
tinent with a view of entering into the feryice of the ilates, 
as you will perceive by the inclofed letters from Mr, Browne 
of Providence, and general Greene. What other letters and 
credentials he has, I know not j but, at his recjueft, have 
given him this line to Congrefs, to whom he wifhes to be 
introduced, and where he will make his pretenfions known, 

I have ordered the quarter-m after immediately to write to 
Mr. Browne for the Ruflia duck he mentions, with dire£lions 
to have it inftantly made into tents there^— ^being in great 
diftrefs for want of a fufficient number to cover our troops. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W» 



Sir, New-Torky Auguft 15, 1776. 

AS the fituation of the two armies muft engage the 
attention of Congrefs, and lead them to expedb that each 
returning day will produce fome important events, this isi 
meant to inform them that jiothing of moment h^s yet cafl:; 
up. In the evening of yefterday there were great move- 
ments among their boats ; and, from the number that ap- 
peared to be paffing and repaffing about the Narrows, wc 
were induced to believe they intended to land a paft of . 

CL3 their 
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their force upon Long-Ifiand : but, having no report from 

general Greene, I prefume they have not 4one it. 

I hare the honor U) be, &c G. W, 

P. S. Your favor of the thirtcoitib was received by yefterr 

d^fs poft.— I wrote pn mpnday by the return exprefs, as yo\^ 

fuppofccj. 



SlR^ NeW'Tork, Auguft l6, 177^. 

I BEG le^ve to inform ypu^ that, fince I had the 

pleafure of addrefling you ycfterday, nothing interefting bc^ 

tween the two armies has happened. Things remain nearly 

in the fituation they then were^ 

It is with peculiar regret and concern that J hayc an op- 
portunity of mentioning to Congrcfs the fickly condition of 
our troops. In fome regiments there are not any of Ac 
field-officers capable of doing ^\xtj : in other§ jhe duty 
is extremely difficult for want of a fufficient number. X 
have been obliged to nominate fome till pongrefs tranfmit 
the ' appointments of thofe they wifli to fucceed tq^ the 
fevdral vacancies occ^fioned by the late promotions. TbiS| 
being a matter of fome confequence, I prefume ^ill have 
their early attention, and that they will fill up the fcveral 
vacancies alfo mentioned in the lift } had the honor of 
tranfmitting fome few days ago to the board pf ^yar. 

J am, fir, with the utmoft refped, Sfc. p. W. 



Sir, ' , ffew-Tork, Augfji 17, 177^. 

THE circijmftanp^g of jthe two armies having under: 

gone no material alteration fince I h^d the hppor of vnriting 

ta you laft, I have nothing partkuj^r or important to coo^T 

jmmicate refpe<SJing them, 

Jn n^y letter of yefterday I forgot ta mention the arrivsfl 
pf lord Dunmore here. By the examination of a eaptata 
Hunter (who efcaped from tb^ ^cmy, and can^ to Amboy 
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4911 the fourteenth) tranfmitted me by general Roberdeau, t 
am certainly informed his lordfhip arriTed on the thirteenth. 
The examination does not fay any thing about the fliips he 
brought with him : it only extends to his forc^ which it 
mentions to be weak. 

I before now expeftod the enemy would have made their 
attack ; nor can I account for their deferring it, unlefs the in- 
telligence, given by captain Hunter and another perfon who 
cfcaped about the lame time, is the caufe, — ^to wit, that they 
are waiting the arrival of another divi(ion of the Heflian 
troops, which (they fay) is ftill out. — ^Whether that is the 
reafon of the delay, I cannot undertake to determine : but 
I fliould fuppofe things will not long remain in their prefent 
ftate.— I have inclofed a copy of general Roberdcau's letter, 
and of the examination of thofe two perfons, which will 
Ibew Congrefs all the information they have given upon 
theie fiibje£l:s« 

I am juft n6w advtfed by Mr. Aires who came from 
Philadelphia to build the row-gallies, that ^wo of our fire^ 
veflels attempted laft night to burn the enemy's (hips and 
tenders up the river. He fays that they burned one tender, 
and one of them boarded the Phoenix, and was grappled wich 
licr for near ten minutes; but flie cleared hcrfelf— We loft 
both of the veflek^ — His account is not fo particular as I 
could wilb ; however, I am certain the attempt has not fuc 
ceeded to our wiflies. In a little time it is probable the 
patter will be more minutely reported. 

J have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, New-rofk, Ju^vjt 18, lyjG. 

I HAVE been honored with your faVor of the 
fixteenth with the inclofure, and am forry it is not in my 
"power to tranfmit Congrefs a copy of the treaty as they re- 
quire, having fent it away with the other papers that were 
in my hands. ^ 

Qj. The 
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The refolution they have entered into refpefting the 
foreign troops, I am perfuaded, would produce falutary 
effects, if it could be properly circulated among them. I 
fear it will be a matter of difficulty. However I will take 
every meafure that (hall appear probable to facilitate the end. 

I have the honor to inclofe you, for the perufal and con- 
fideration of Congrefs, fundry papers marked N*^ i to N 7 
inclufive, the whole of which, except N° 2 and 7 (my 
anfwers to lord brummond and general Howe) I received 
yefterday evening by a flag, and to which 1 beg leave to re- 
fer Congrefs. 

I am. exceedingly at a lofs to knbw the motives and caufes 
inducing a proceeding of fuch a nature at this time, and 
why lord Howe has not attempted fome plan of negotiation 
before, as he feems fo defirous of it. If I may be allowed 
to conje£lure and guefs at the caufe, it may be that part of 
the Heflians have not arrived, as mentioned in the examin*- 
ation tranfmitted yefterday,— of that general Burgoyne has 
not made fuch progVefs as was expefted, to form a jun£lion 
of their two armies, — or^ what I think equally probable, 
they mean to procraftinate their operations for fome time, 
trufting that the militias which have come to our fuccour 
will foon become tired and return home, as is but too ufual 
with them.— Congrefs will make their obfervations upon 
thefe feveral matters, and favor me with the refult as foon 
as they have done. — They will obferve my anfwer to lord 
Drummond, who (I am pretty confident) has not attended 
to the terms of his parole,, but has violated it in feveral in- 
ftances. It is with the reft of the papers : but, if my me- 
mory ferve^ me, he was not to hold any correfpondehce di- 
reftly or indireftly with thofe in arms againft us, or to go 
into any port or harbor in America, where the enemy them- 
felves were or had a fleet, or to go on board their fhips. 

The treaty with the Indians is in the box which lieuten- 
ant-colonel Reed, I prefume, has delivered before this. If 
Congrefs are defirous of feeing it, they will be plcafed to 

have 
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iave the box opened/ It contains a variety of papers, and 
'all the afFairs of the army, from niy firft going to Cam- 
bridge, till it was fent away. 

This morning, the Phoenix and Rofe men of-war, with 
two tenders, ava^ing themfelves of a favorable and brilk 
wind, came down the river, and have joined the fleet. 
Our feveral batteries fired at them in their paflage, but with- 
out any good efFedt that I could perceive. 

I have the honor to be, Sec. G. W- 



SiR, New^Tork^ -^ug^ift I9> 1776. 

^I HAVE nothing of moment to communicate to 
Congrefs, as things are in the fituation they were when I 
had laft the honor of addreiBng them. 

By a letter from general Ward, of the twelfth, I find that 
Whitcomb's regiment, on the eighth, and Phinney's, on the 
ninth, marched from Bofton for Ticonderoga. 

Governor Trumbull alfo, in a letter of the thirteenth, ad- 
vifes me that Ward's regiment in the fervice of the ftates 
was on the march to this army, and that he and his council 
of fafety had in the whole ordered fourteen militia regiments 
to reinforce us. Three of them have arrived, and amount to 
about a thoufand and twenty men. When the whole come in, 
we (hall be on a much more refpeftable footing than we have 
been : but I greatly fear, if the enemy defer their attempt for 
any confiderable time, they will be extremely impatient to 
return home \ and if they (hould, we fhall be reduced to dif- 
trefs again. 

He alfo adds that captain Van Buren, who had been fent 
for that purpofe, had procured a fufficient fupply of fail- 
cloth fpr the veflels to be employed on the lake, and a part o£ 
the cordage, in that itate ; and had a profped of getting the 
remainder. 

As there will be a difficulty in all probability to circulate 
the papers defigned for the foreign troops, and many mif- 
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carriages may happen Wore it can be efie£led, it may be 
proper to furniih me with a larger quantity than what I 
already have. 

inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit you a general retimi 
of our whole force at this time, in which are comprehemled 
Ae three regioicnts of militia above mentioned. I am ferry 
it ibouki be fo much weakened by (icknef^ The return will 
ibew you how it diftrelTes us» 

I have the honor to be^ Sec. G. W. 

P. S* The poft juft now arrived has brought a further 
fupply of papers for the HeiTians^ which makes my rcqui- 
fition unneceflary. 



Sir, New-Tork, JuiuJ} 20, 1776. 

I WAS yefterday morning favored with yours of the 

fcvcnteenth, accompanied by feveral refolutions of Congrefef 

and commiflions for officers appointed to the late vacancies 

in this army. 

I wrote fome days, ago to general Schuyler to propofe to 
generals Carleton and Burgoyne an exchange of prifoners in 
C€mfequence of a former refolve of Congrefs authofifing their 
commanders in each department to acgotiate one. That of 
major Meigs for major French, and captkin Dearborn's for 
any officer of equal rank, I fubmttted to general Howe'i 
confideration, by letter, on the feventeenth, underftanding 
their paroles bad been fent him by general Carleton 5 bat 
have not yet received his anfwer upon the fubjeft. 

In refpcft to the exchange of the prifoners in Canada, if a 
propofition on that head has not been already made {zti^ * 
believe it has not), the inclofed copy of general Carleton s 
orders (tranfmitted me under feal by major Kgelow, who 
was fent with a flag to general Btirgoyjie from TieofldertH 
ga, with the proceedings of Congrefs on the breach of capi* 
f ulation at the CedarSj^ and the inhuman treatmeitt of 0^ 
people afterwards) will flicw it is unneceflfary, as he hasdetcr- 
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jf»ined -to fend them to their own provinces, there to remam 
as prifoners ; interdifting at the fame time all kind of inter- 
iCOuriV between us and his army, except fuch as' may be for 
^e pvrpofe of imploring the king's mercy,T-Thc aflafena- 
.^tion he mentions, pf brigadier-general Gordon, is a iaSt en-' 
jljrely new to me, and what I never heard of before. — ^I fliall 
iiot trouble Congrefs with my ftriftiires upon this * * * per- 
formance, *^ * * only obferving that its defign is fomewhat 
artful, and that each boatrpaii with major Bigclow was fur- 
ni(hed with a c;opy. 

I have alfo tranfmitted Gongrcfs a copy of the major's 
journal, to which I beg leave to refer them for the intelli- 
gence reported by him on his return from the truce. 

By a letter from gen^eral Qreene ycfterday evening, be in- 
formed nje he had received an exprefs from Hog-Ifland in- 
let, advifing that fiye of the enemy^s fmall veffcls had appear- 
ed at the mouth of the creek^ with feme troops on bgard;-* 
alfo that he had heard two periaguas were off Oy fter-bay,— * 
the whple fuppofed to be ^fter live ftock j — ^and, to pre- 
vent their getting it, he had detached a party of borfe, and 
:jwo hundr^ed ^nd twenty men, among them. t;;wenty riflemen. 
I have not received further intelligence upon the fubjcd. 

I am alfo advifed by^ the exatnioation of a captain Button 
{mafter of a veOlel that had been taken) tranfmitted me bf 
general Me^rcer, that the general report among the enemy's 
troops, when he came off, iwas, that they were to attack 
LongJflandj and to fecure our wor^s there if poffible, at the 
fame tin^e that amither part of their army was to land above 
this city. This information is corroborated by many oijier 
accounts, and i? probably true ; nor will it be poflible to 
prevent them landing on the ifland, as its great sxtent afford^ 
a variety of places favorable for that purpofe, and the whole 
pf our works on it arc at the end c^pofite to the city. How- 
f vcr> wc fhall attempt to harrafs them as much as poffible,, 
^hich will be all that we can dp, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 
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. SlRy . NeW'VorJ^y Augujl 2i> 1 776. 

INCLOSED I have the honor to tranfmit Jou a copy 
rf my letter to lord Howe (as well on the fubjecl of a ge- 
neral exchange of prifoners in the naval line, as that of 
Beutenant Jofiah in particular) and of his loidfhlp's anfwer> 
wlxkb, for its matter and manner, is very different from ge- 
neral Carleton's orders which were forwarded yefterday. 

The fitiiation of the armies being the fame as when I 
liad the pleafure of addreffing you laft, I have nothing fpc- 
cial to communicate on that head; nor more to add, than 
that I am^ with all poffible refpeft^ &c. G. W. 



Sir, tievj'Yorh Auguft 2i, 1776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to tranfmit Congrefs a copy 

cf a letter I received yefterday evening by exprefs from go- 

Tcraor Livingfton^ alfo copies of three reports from cdond 

Hand* 

Though the intelligence reported by the fpy on his retaro 
ta governor Livingfton has not been confirmed by the event 
le mentions (an attack laft night), there is every reafon to 
believe that one is fliortly defigned. The falling down of 
fcveral fhips yefterday evening to the Narrows, crowded with 
men>— thofe fucceeded by many more this morning,— and a 
great number of boats parading around them (as I was juft 
BOW informed) with troops, — are all circumftances indi- 
cating an attack : and it is not improbable it will be made 
to-day. It could not have happened laft night, by reafon.of 
a moft violent guft. 

We are making every preparation- to receive them ; and I 
trufl> under the fmiles of provk^^ce, with our own exer- 
tions, that my next, if they do attack, will tranfmit an ac- 
count that will be pleafing to every friend of America, ana 
cf the rights of humanity. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. ^^ 
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SfR, NeiV'Tork, Augujl 23, 1776. 

I BEG kavc to inform Congrefs, that, yeftcrday 
morning and in the courfe of the preceding night, a confi- 
derable body of the enemy, amounting by report to eight or 
nine thoufand, and thefe all Britifh, landed from the tranf- 
port-fhips mentioned in my laft, at Gravefend-bay on Long- 
liland, and have approached within three miles of our Jines, 
having marched acrofs the- low cleared grounds near the 
woods ?it Flat-bufh, where they are halted, from my lafl: io- 
telligence. 

I have detached from hence fix batalHons as a reinforce- 
ment to our troops there, which are all that I can fpare at 
this time, not knowing but the fleet may move up with the 
remainder of their army, and make an attack here, on the. 
next floo3-tide. If they do not, I fhall fend a further rein- 
forcement, fliould it be neceflary ; and have ordered five b»- 
tallions more to be in readinefs for that purpofe. 

I have no doubt but a little time will produce foroc im- 
portant events. I hope tlxey will be happy. — The reinforce- 
ment detached yellerday went off in high fpirits ; and I have 
the pleafure to inform you that the whok of the army, that 
are efFeftive and capable of duty, difcover the fame, and great 
cheerfulnefs. — t have been obliged to appoint major-general 
Sullivan to the command on the ifland, owing to general 
Greene's indifpofition : — he has been extremely ill for fevc- 
ral days, and ftill continue^ bad* 

By wedncfday evening^s poft I received a letter from ^- 
neral Ward, inclofing a copy of the invoice of the ordnance- 
ftores taken by captain Manly, M'ith the appraifement of the 
fame (made in purfuance of my direftion, founded on the 
order of Congrefs), which I do myfelf the honor of tranf- 
mitting. — You will alfo receive the treaty between the cona- 
miflioners and the Indians of the Six-Natiojis, and others, at 
the German- Flats, which general Schuyler requeflcd me to 
forward, by his letter of the eighteenth inllaiit. 

{ hav* the honor to be, Sfc. G. W. 
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THE irregularity of the poft' prevents your receiv- 
ing the early and conftant intelligence it is my wifli to com- 
municate. This is the third letter which you will probably 

^teceive from me by the feme poft. The firft was of littk or 
no confequencc : but that of yefterday gave you the beft in- 
formation I had been aWe to obtain> of the enemy's landing 
md movements upon Long-Ifland. — Having occaGon to go 
over thither yefterday, I fent my letter to the poft-office at 
tlie ufual hour, being informed that the rider was cxpefted 

•every moment, and would go out again direftly: but in the. 
tvening when 1 fent to inquire^ none had come in. 

I now inclofe you a report made to me by general Sulli- 
van after I left Long-Ifland yefterday. I do not conceive 
that the enemy's whole force was in motion, but a detached 
party rather. I have fent over four more regiments, with boats, 
\o be ready either to reinforce the troops under general Sul- 
livan, or to return to this place, if the remainder of the fleet 
at the watering place fliould pufh up to the city ; which hi- 
therto (I mean, Cnce the landing upon Long-Ifland) they 
have not had in thrir power to do, on account of the wind 
which has either been a-head or too fmall when the tide has 
ferved. I have nothing further to trouble the Congrcfswith 
at prefent, than that I am theirs and your moft obedient 
humble fervant, G. W. 



Sir, New-Tori^ ^uguji 26, i77*' 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of 4c 
tvsrentieth and twenty-fourth, and am happy to find myao* 
fwer to lord Drummond has met the approbation of Con- 
grefs. Whatever his views 'were, moft certainly his con- 
duft refpe£ling his parole is highly reprehenfible. 

Since my letter of the twenty.-fourth, almoft the whdc 
of the enemy's fleet have fallen down to the Narrows; afld, 
from this circumftance, and the ftriking of their tc^ts ^ 
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their (everal encampments on Staten-Iiland from time to 
time previous to the departure of the flrips from thence, wc 
are led ro think they mean to land the main body of dheir 
army on Long-Ifland, and to make their grand pu& there* 
I have ordered over confiderablc reinforcements to our croops 
there, and (hail continue to fend more as circumftances may 
require. There has been a little flclrmiftiing and irregular 
firing kept up between their and our advanced guards, in 
iii4xich colonel Martin of the Jerfey levies has received a 
wound in his breaft, which, it is apprehended, will prove 
mortal 9 a private has had his leg broke by a cannon-ball^ 
and another has received a (hot in the groin from their muf- 
ketry* This is all the damage they have yet dene us i— -what 
diey have fudained, is hot known. 

The (hifttng and changing the regiments have undergone 
of late has prevented their making proper returns, and of 
eourie put it out of my power to trtnfmit a general one of 
the army. However, I believe our ftrei\gth is much the 
£une as it was when the lad: was made, with the addition of 
nine militia regiments come from the ftate of Conne£tictt^ 
averaging about' three hundred and fifty men each. Itiefe 
are nine of the fourteen regiments mentioned in ray letter of 
the ninetcenth«-^ur people ftill continue to be very (ickly. 

The papers defigned for the foreign troops have been pot 
into feveral channels, in order that they might be conveyed 
to them ; and, from the information I had yefterday, I have 
jreafon to believe many have fallen into their hands« 
. I have inclofed a copy of lord Drummond's fecond letter 
(in anfwer to mine) which I received fince I tranfmitted hu 
firK, and which I have thought neceflary to lay before Con- 
gress, that they may poflefs the whole of the correfpon- 
dence between uSf and fee how far he has exculpated him- 
felf from the charge alleged againft him. The log^book he 
mentions to have fent colonel Moylan proves nothing in 
his favon That (hews he had been at Bermuda, and from 
thence to fome other illand, on his paflage from which to this- 
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ij 
place, the veffcl Re was in was boarded by a pilot who | 
brought her into the Hook, where he found the Britifli fleet, 
which his lordflilp avers he did not expe£l were there, hav* j 
ing underftood their deftination was to the fouthward. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



[The following letter is from one of the generaPs aidesy wkfe 
Jjgnature will alfo appear to a few of the fubfequent letter i in 
this volume.'^ 

Sir, New-Torky Aug. 27, 1776, 8 o^lod^ P. M. 

I THIS minute returned from our lines on Loflg- 
Ifland, where I left his excellency the general. From him 
I have it in command to inform Congrefs, that ycfterday he 
went there, and continued till evening, when, from the 
enemy's having landed a confiderable p^rt of their forces,— 
and many of their movements, — ^there was reafon to appre- 
hend they would make in a little time a general attack.— As 
they would have a wood to pafs through before they could 
approach the lines, it was thought expedient to place a num- 
ber of men there on the different roads leading from where 
they were ftationed, in or^er to harrafs and annoy them in 
their march.— rThis being done, early this morning a fmart 
engagement enfued between the enemy and our detach- 
ments, which, being unequal to the force they had to con- 
tend with, have fuftained a pretty confiderable lofs : at leaft 
many of our inen arc miffing. Among thofe that have not 
tetumed, are generals Sullivan and lord Stirling. The 
enemy*s lofs is not known certainly : but we are told by fuch 
of our troops as were in the engagement and have come in, 
that they had many killed and wounded. — Our party brought 
off a lieutenant, fergeant, and corporal, with twenty private^ 
prifoners. 

Whi^e thefe detachments were engaged, a column of the 

^nemy defcended from the woods, and marched towards the 
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tctitte of our lines with a defign to make an impreffion, but 
•Were reptilfed. This evening they appeared very numerous 
about the fkirts of the woods, where they have pitched feve* 
ral tents : and his excellency inclines to think they mean tqi 
attack and force u$ from oiir lines by way of tegular ap- 
proaches, rather than in any other manner. 

To-rday, five ihips of the line came up towards the town, 
where they feeiiied defifoiis of getting, as they turned a long 
time againil an unfavorable wind : and oti my return this 
evenii^g, I foUnd a deferter from the twenty-third regiment, 
who informed me that they defign, as foon as the wind will 
permit them to coftie up, to give us a fevere cannonade, and 
to filence our batteries, if poffible. 

I have tht honor to be, in great hafte, fir, yoilr mod obe- 
dient, . Robert H. Harrison. 



SlR^ Long'I/iand, Jug. ag^ 1 776, half after 4, A. Mi 

I WAS laft night honored with your fat or of the 
twcpty-feventh, aqcompanied by fundry refolutioris of Con- 
grefs. Thofe refpefling the ofiicets, &Cy t^at may be wound- 
ed in the fervice of the dates, are founded much in juftice, 
and (I Ihoidd hope) may be produftive of many falutary 
confequences; As to the encouragerrient to the Heffian 
officers, I wifh it may have the defired efied. P^erhips It 
might have been better, had the offer been fooner made. 

Before this^ you will probably have received a letter froni 
Mr. Harrrfon^ of the twenty-feventh, advifing of the en- 
gagement between a detachment of our men and the enemy 
on that day.-=^l am forry to inform Congtefs that I have 
not yet heard cither of general Sullivan ot lord Stirling, who 
(they would obferve) were aitiong the miffing' after the en-* 
gaeement : nor can I afcertain our lofs. I am hopeful, part 
of pur men will yet get in : feveral did yei^erday morning. — 
TThat of the cnjcmy is alfp uncertain : the accounts are va-» 
VbL. I* R TiOttStf 
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rious. I incline to think they fufFered a good deal. Somrf 
deferters fay five hundred were killed and wounded. 

There was fome fkirmifliing, the greateft part of yeftcr- 
day, between parties from the enemy and our people : in 
the evening it was pretty fmart. The event I have not yet 
learned. 

The weather of late has been extremely wet. Tefterday 
it rained feverely the whole afternoon, which diftrefled our 
people much,— not having a fufliciency of tents to cover 
diem, and what we have, not being got over yet. I am in 
hopes they will all be got to day, and that they will be more 
comfortably provided^ though the great fcarcity of thefe ar- 
ticles diftreffes us beyond meafure, not having any thing J ike 
i fufficient number to protcft our people from the incle- 
mency of the weather ;= — which has occafioned much fick-^ 
nefs, and the men to be almoll broken down. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W- 



Sir, New'Torkj Juguft 31, 1776. 

INCLINATION as well as duty would have induced 
me to give Congrefs the earliell informatibn of my removal 
and that of the troops, from LongJfland and its dependen- 
cies, to this city, the night before laft : but th6 extreme fa- 
tigue which myfelf and family have undergone, as( much 
from the weather Tmce as the engagement on the twenty- 
fcventh, rendered me and them entirely unfit to take pen in 
hand. Since monday, fcarce any of us have been out of the 
lines till oiif paflage acrofs the Eall-river was effeded yefter- 
day morning ; and, for forty-eight hours preceding that, 
I had hatJiy been off my horfe, and never clofed my eyes; 
fo that I 'w'as quite unfit to write or didlate till this moni- 
ing. 

Our retredt was made without any lofs of mefn or ammu- 
nition, and in better oVder than I expefted from troops in 

the 
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tbe fituation ours were* We brought ofFall our cannon and 
ftoresj except a few heary pieceS) which, in the condition 
the earth was bj^ a long-continued rain, we found, upon 
trial,, impra^icablc. The wheels of the carriages finking up 
to the hobs rendered it impoflible for our whole force to 
drag them. — We left but little provifions on the ifland, ex- 
cept fome cattle which had been driven within our lines, and 
which, after many attempts to force acrofs the water, we 
found impoflible to effe£l, circumftanced as we were. 

I have inclofed a copy of the council of war held previous 
to the retreat, to which I beg leave to refer Congrefs for tlie 
reafons, or many of them, that led to the adoption of that 
meafure. 

Yefterday evening and laft night, a party of our men were 
employed in bringing our (tores, cannon, tents, &c, from 
GovernorVlfland, which they nearly completed. Some of 
the heavy cannon remain there ftill> but (I expe£t} will be 
got away to-day. 

In the engagement on the twenty-feventh, ge&erals Sulli- 
van and Stirling were made prifoners. The former has been 
permitted, on his parole, to return for a little time. From 
my lord Stirling I had a letter by general Sullivan (a copy 
of which I have the honor to tranfmit) that contains his in- 
formation of the engagement with hisi. brigade. It is not fo 
full and certain as I could wifli :-*-he was hurried moft pro* 
bably, as his letter was unfiniftied : — nor have I been yet able 
to obtain an exaA account of our lofs : — we fuppofe it from 
feven hundred to a thoufand killed and taken. 

General Sullivan fays lord Howe is extremely defirous of 
fbeing fome of the members of Congrefs 5 for which purpofe 
he was allowed to come out, and to communicate to them 
"what has pafled between him and his lordfhip. I have con- 
fented to his going to Philadelphia, as I do not mean, or 
conceive it right, to withhold, or prevent him from giving, 
fuch information as he poflefles in this inftance. 
- I am much hurried and. engaged in arranging and making 
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new difpofitions of our forces ; the movements of the enemy' 
requiring them to be immediately liad v^and therefore have 
only rime to add, that I am, wkh my beft regaids to Coo- 
grefs^ their and your moft obedient, &Cf . 6« W# 



Sir, tfeW'Tori, Septemb^ ^1776^ 

ASf my intelligenee of late has been rather uniiiTor« 
a&Fc, and -would be received with anxiety and concern, pe- 
cuHaHy happy (hould I eftecm myfelf, were it kvmy p#wer 
vk this time to tranfinit fuch information to Congrefs, at 
would be mote pfc^ng and agreeable to their wifhcs : — btt^ 
unfortunately for me, — unfortunately for them, — it is not. 

Our fttuatioff is truly diftrclBng. The check ^ur detach-^ 
m^nt fuftained on the twenty-feventh ultimo has difpirited 
t6o great a^ proportion of our troops, and filled their minds 
with apprehenfion and defpair. The militia, irift^ad <rf call- 
ing forth their utmoft efforts to a brave and manly oppofi- 
t^n in ordoc td repair our lofles, are difmayed, intraftaWe> 
and impasient to retorn. Great numbers of them have 
gone off,— tin fome inftanccs, almoft by whole regiments, by 
half ones, and by companies at a' time. This circumftance, 
of irfelf, independent of othersy when fronted by a well-ap- 
pointed enemy fupcrior in number to our whole coHeftcd 
force, would be fntficiently difagreeable :— but> >*^hen their 
example has infcfted another part of the army, — ^when their 
want of difcipUne, and refufal of almoft every kind of re- 
ftraiat a«d government, have produced a like condu£tbttt 
too common to- the wholes and an entire difregard of Aat 
order and fubordination neceflarry to the well doing of an army^. 
ami which bad been inculcated before, as well as the natiu* 
of our military eftabiilhment would admit of, — our condition 
is fiili more a;;irming : and with the deepeft concern I ai» 
obliged to confefs my want of confidence in the generality 
of Lhe troops. 

All tiicfe circumftances fully confirm the opinion I ever 

entertained^ 

Digitized by LjOO^ IC 



OFFICIAL LETTERS; .-245 

^ntcTtniaevi, and wMcli I more thap once in my letters took 
t]^e liberty of mentioning to Congrefs, that no dependenQe 
x:ouid fee put in a militia, or other troops than thofe enUfte4 
and embodied for a longer period thaa our regulations here- 
tofore hare prefcribed. I am perfuaded^ and as fully con- 
irinced as I am of any one fail that has happened, that our 
liberties mull of neceffity be greatly hazarded if not entirely 
loft, if their defence is left to any but a permanent ftaiuling 
army, — I mean, one to exift during the war. Nor would 
the expenfe, incident to the fupport of fuch a body of troops 
-as would be competent to almoft every exigency, far ex- 
ceed that which is daily incurred by calling in fitccour, and 
new cnliftments, which, when cfFefted, are not attended 
'with any good confeqnenccs. Men who have been free, 
^tkI fubje£l to no control, cannot be reduced to oflder in an 
inftant : and the privileges and exemptions, they claim and 
will have, influence the cbnduS of others ; and the aid de- 
rived from thent is nearly counterbalanced by the diforder, 
irregularity, and confufion they occafion. 

I cannot find that the bounty of ten dollars is likely to 
.produce the defirecf cfFetl. When men can get double that 
fum to engage for a month or two in the militia, and that 
militia frequently called out, it is hardly to b^ expefted.— 
The addition of land might have a confiderable influence on 
a permanent enliftment* 

Our number of men at prefent fit for duty is under 
twenty thoufand : they were fo by the laft returns and 
beft accounts I could get after the engagement on Long- 
Ifland ; fince which, numbers have deferted. I have order- 
ed general Mercer to fend the men intended for the flying 
jcamp to this place, about a thoufand in number, and to try 
with the militia, if pr^dicabje, to make a diverfion upoa 
^taten-Ifland. 

Till of late, I ha4 no doubt in my 4wn mind, of defending 
this place: nor Ihquld I have yet, if the men would do th^ir 
^uty : buX this I defpair of. It is painful, and extremely 
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grating to me, to give fuch unfavorable accounts : but k 
would be criminal to conceal the truth at fo critical a junc- 
ture. Every poveer I poffefs ihall be exerted to ferve the 
caufe ; and my firft wifli is, that, whatever may be the 
event, the Congrcfs will do me the juftice to think fo. 

If we (hould be obliged to abandon the town, ought it to 
ft and as winter -quarters for the enemy?— They would de- 
rive great conveniences from it on the one hand ; and much 
property would be deftroyed on the other. — It is an impor- 
tant queftion, but will admit of but little time for delibera- 
tion. At prefent I dare fay the enemy mean to prcfcrvcit 
if they can. If Congrefs therefore fliould refolve upon the 
deftru£tion of it, the refolution (hould be a profound fecrct, 
as the knowledge of it will make a capital change in their 
plans.-— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, NewlTork, September 4^ 1776. 

SINCE X had the honor of addrefling you on the 
fecond, our affairs have not undergone a change for the bet- 
ter, nor afllimed a more agreeable afpeft than what they 
then wore. The militia, under various pretences, of fick- 
nefs, &c, are daily diminifliingj and in a little time, Hni 
perfuaded, their number will be very inconfiderable. 

On monday night a forty-gun fhip paffed up the Sound be- 
tween Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored in Turde- 
bay. In her paflTageflie received adifcharge of cannon from our 
batteries, but without any damage ; and, having a favorable 
wind and tide^ foon got out of their reach. Yefterday morn* 
ing I difpatched major Crane of the artillery, with two 
twelve-pounders and a howitzer, tb^nnoy herj who, hull- 
ing her feveral times, forced her from that ftation, and tp 
take flielicr behind an ifland, where (he ftill continues. 
There are feveral other {hips of war in the Sound, with a 
good many tranfports or ftore-rfhips which came Toum 
Long'Ifland, fo that that communication is entirely cat 
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qi^ — The admiral, with the main body of the fleet, is clofe 
in with GovernorVIfland. 

Judging it expedient to guard againft every contingency 
as far as o;ir peculiar fituation will admit, and that we 
may have refources left if obliged to abandon this place, I 
baVe lent away and am removing above Slingfbridge all our . 
(lores tBat are unneceflary, and that will Bot be immediately 
wanted. 

I have inclofed feveral original letters from fome of our 
officers prifoners at Quebec, which fell into general Gates's 
hands, and were tranfmitted by him to general Schuyler 
who fent them to me. General Gates adds, that the perfons 
who brought them faid general Burgoyne had fent meflages 
to. the inhabitants upon the lakes, inviting their continuance 
on their farms, and afiuring them that they fhould remain in 
fecurity. 

The poft-mafter having removed his office from the city 
to DobbsVferry, as it is faid, makes it extremely inconve- 
nient, and will be the means of my not giving fuch conRant 
and regular intelligence as I could wifh. — Cannot fome 
mode be devifed, by which we may have a pretty conftant 
and certain intercourfe and communication kept up ? It is 
an interefting matter, and of great importance ; and, as fuch, 
I am perfuaded, will meet with due attention from Con* 
grefs. 

I have tranfmitted the copy of general Gates's letter as 
fent me by general Schuyler, from which Congrefs will dif- 
cover all the information 1 have refpeding general Bur- 
goyne's meflage, and my lateft intelligence from Ticondero- 
ga, with the returns of the army there. — Thofe of the army 
here it is impoffible to obtain, till the hurry and buftle wc 
are now in are a little over. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Congrefs will perceive, by general Gates's letter, his 
want of mufket-cartridge-paper. It is impolfible to fupply 
him from hence. They will therefore be pleafed to order 
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what he wants (if it can be |)rocure4) to be immediat^Jf 
feiit him from Philadelphia, 



' Sir, New^Tork^ Ssptemher ^^'j'jt. 

I WAS laft night hondfed widi your favof of diQ 
third, with fun^ry rcfolutions of Congrefs ; and perp6lving 
it to be their opinion and determination that no damage 
diall be ddne the city in cafe we are obliged to abandon 
if,' I ihall take every meafure irl my pov«^et to prevent it. * 

Since my letter of the fourth, nothing very material ha^ 
occurred, unlefs it is that the fleet feeni to be drawing more 
together, arid all getting clofe in with GovcmorVIfland, 
ilieir defigns we gannot learn ; nor have we been able tp 
procure the leaft information of late, of any of their pl^iis Of 
intended operations. ' ' ;' 

As the eriemy*^s movements are very dififc'rent frOrh -^h^ 
we expeftcd, — and, from their large^ encampments a confi* 
dcrable diflance up the Sound, there Is r^afon to believe they 
intend to make a landing above or below Kingfbridge, and 
^hereby to hem in our atiny, aiid cut off the comrhumcation 
with the couritry,— i mean to call a council of general <rfr 
ficers to-day' or to-ftiorrow, and endeavor to digeft tnd fix 
upon fome regular and certain fyftem of conduft to be putf 
fued in ordef to baffle their efforts and counteraft their 
ichemes \ and alfo to determine of the expediency of erg- 
ciiating or attempting to piaintain the city and the fev'tral pofta 
pn this ifland. The refult of their opinion and deliberationa 
I fliall advife Congrefs of by the earjieft opportunity^ which 
will be by exprefs, having it not in niy power to^commttn!* 
pate any intelligence by poft> as the office is renaoved* to fef 
ercat a diftance, and entirely out pf the way., 

I have inclofed a lift pf the ofSceh who are^rifpners, ind 
from whom letters have been repeived by a flag.-«-Wt KftO^ 
there are others not ipcli^ded \^ the lift; ^ 

^""•' y ' ^ ' "^' pwff?i 
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' G^netal Sullivan having informed me that general fioW 
yrzs willing that- an cxchaiige of him for general Prcfc6p 
fliould ta:ke place, it will hp ' proper to fend general Prefect 
immediately, that it may be effefted. 

As the militia regiments in all probability will be impa«* 
ticht to return, and become preffing for their pay, I fh^l^bd 
glad of the diTeftioniof Congreft, wh^thier they aYc to re? 
iecive it here or from the conventions or ^ffed^blies of the r^ 
fpie£live ftates to which they belong. On the one band^ the 
fcttlement of their abftrads wili be attended widi trwiWtf 
and difficulty : on the other, they will go.^way mfuch beWt 
fatisfred, and be more ready to give their aid in futwre# ii 
they ^tc paid before their departure^ 

Before I conclude, I mufl: take the lit>erty of mentiomn^ 
^o Congrefe the great diftrefs we arc in for want of money* 
Two months^ pay (and more to fomebatallions) is-ftoi^r- 
duc to the troops here, without any thing in the. mili- 
tary cheft to fatisfy it. This occafions much diflatisfaftion, 
^nd almoft a general une^fmefs. Not a day pafles without 
complaints and the moft iniportunate aAd urgent demai^ds 
on this head.-^As it may injure the fervicc greatly, and the 
want of a regular fupply of pafli prgduce qonfequenpes of t}^ 
^oft fatal tendency, I entreat the attention of Congrefs Uf 
jhis fubjeft, and that we may be provided as foon as can be 
.with a fum equal to every prefent claim. 

I have wrot^ to general Howe, propofing an exchange p£ 
general McDonald for lord Stirling, and ftall be extremely 
Jiippy to obtain it, as well as that of general Sullivan for ge- 
4ieral Prefcot,— being greatly in want of them, and under th« 
jieceflity of appointing, pro tcmpor^^ fome of th^ colon^s tfi 
jrorHmand brigades. 

Lhave the hbpor tp be, &C. G. W^ 

: p. S» As two regiments from North^CaroHna and three re*, 
.gimcnts iftore front Virginia are ordered here,— if they could 
fihibafk at Norfolk, &c, and come up the bay with ftcurity^ 
it ^tould exnfedite Uicir arriv»l| J^nd prevent Uie men from a 
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long fotiguing march. Thi» however Ihould not be attempl-* 
ed if the enemy have ytffds in the bajj which might proba- 
bly intercept them. 



Slft^ New-Hriy September 7, 1 776. 

THIS will be delivered you by captain Martindale 
and lieutenant Turner, who were taken tail fall in the ann-^ 
ed brig WaOiingtoH) and who, with Mr. Chiids the fecond 
lieutenant, have lately tStSicA their cfcape from Halifax. 
Captain Martindale and thefe two officers have applied to 
me for pay from the iirft of Janu^iry till this time : but, not 
conceiving myfelf authorifed to grant it, however reafonable 
it may be, as they were only engaged till the )a(l of Decem- 
ber,-*-at their inftance I have mentioned the matter to Con* 
grefs, and fubmit their cafe to their confideration. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



SlRy Ncw-Torkf Head-Quarters, Sept. 8, 1776. 

' SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you on the 
Cxth inflant, I have called a council of the general oflBcens 
In order to take a full and comprehenfive view of our fitua- 
tion, and thereupon form fuch a plan of future defence as 
may be immediately purfued, and fubjeft to no other altera- 
tion than a change of operations on the eheniy's fide may oc- 
icafion^ 

Before the landing of the enemy on Long*I0and, the 
jfoint of attack could not be known, or any fatisfa£iory judg- 
ment formed of their intentions. It might be on Long-Iflaml, 
on Bergen, or diredly on the city. This made it ncceffary 
to be prepared for each, and has occafioned an expenfe of 
labor which now feems ufelefs, and is regretted by thofc 
who form a judgrnent from after-knowledge. But I truft, 
men of difcernment will think differently, and fee that by 
fuch works and preparations we have riot only delayed Ac 
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operations of the campaign till it is too late to efleft any ca- 
pital incurfion into the country, but have drawn the enemy's 
forces to one point and obliged them to Idifclo/e] their plan, 
fo as to enable us to form our defence on feme certainty. 

It is now extremely obvious from all intelligence,^ — from 
their movements, and every other circumftancci— that har- 
ing landed their whole army on Long-Iflahd (except about 
four thoufand on Staten-Ifland), they mean to inclofe us on 
the ifland of New- York by taking poft in our rear while the 
fliipping efFeftually fecure the front 5 ^nd thus, either by 
cutting off our communication with the coiintry, oblige us 
to fight them on their own terms, or furrender at difcretiori, 
— or by a brilliant ftroke endeavor to cut this army ia 
pieces, and fecure the colleftion of arms and ftores, which 
they well know we fhall not be able foon to replace. 

Having therefore their fyftcm unfolded to us, it became 
an important confideration how it could be mod fuccefsfully 
oppofed. On every fide there is a choice of difficulties ; and 
every meafure on our part (however painful the reflexion h 
from experience) to be formed with fomc apprehenfion that 
all our troops will not do their duty. In deliberating on thiJi 
great queftion, it was impoflible to forget, that hiftory, our 
own experience, the advice of our ableft friends in Etjrope, 
the fears of the enemy, and even the declaittions of Con- 
grefs, demonftrate, that on our fide the war fliould be dc- 
fenfive — (it has ever been called a war of pofts) *, — that wc 
ihould on all occafions avoid a general adlion, nor put zaf 
thing to the rifk, unlefs compelled by a neceflity into which 
we ought never to be drawn. 

The arguments on which fuch a fyftem was founded 
were deemed unanfwerable ; and experience has given her 
fandiion. With thefe Views, and being fully perfuadcd that 
It wouI4 be prefumption to draw out our young troops into 
open ground againft their fuperiors.both in number and 
difcipline, I have never fpared the fpade and pickaxe. I con- 
fcfs I have not found chat readinefs to defend even ftrong 
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pods at all hazards^ which is necefiary to derive the greateft 
.benefit from them. The honor of making a brave defence 
does not feem to be a fufficicnt ilimulus when fucccfs is very 
doubtful, and the falling into the enemy's hands probable: 
^ut I doubt not, this will be gradually attained .~Wc arc 
now in a ftrpng poft^ but not an impregnable one, nay ac- 
Irnowledged by every ms|n of judginent to be untcnaUe* 
unlcfs the enemy will make the attack upon lines when they 
can nvoid it, and the^ fnoven^nts indicate that ihpy meai 
fO do fo* 

To draw the whole army together iii order to arrange the 
defence proportionate tP the extent of lines and works, 
ivould leave the country open for an approach, and put the 
fate of this army and its ftorcs on thr hazard of making ^ 
fuccefsful defenc/: in thjB city, or the iiTue of an engagement 
.out of it. On t}>je other hand, to abandon a city which has 
^been by feme deemed defenfible, and on whofe works much 
Jabor has been be(}owed, has a tendency to difpirit the troops 
and enfeeble ^ur caufe. It has alfo been confidercd as the 
key to the porthern country. But as to that, I am fully 
of opinion that the cftabliftiing of ftrong pofts at Mount" 
.Wafhington on the upper part of this ifland, and on the Jcr- 
fey fi^e oppofit© to it, with the aflTiftance of the obftruftions 
jilready made (and which may be improved) in the water^ 
joot only the navij^tion pf Hudfon's-river, but an eafier and 
tetter communicatio;i may be more effeftually fecurcd be- 
tween the northern and fouthem dates. This, I believe, 
jrvery one acquainted with the fituation of the country will 
readily agree toj and It will appear evident to thpfe who 
iiave^ an opportunity of recurring to good maps. 

Thefe and many other confip^uences, which wjU b^ m* 
joiyed in the determination of our neact meafure, have given 
our minds full employ, and led every one to form a juif- 
pent as the various obje<^ prefented themfelves to Bis view, 
* The pod at Kingfbjidge is naturally ftrong, and i$^J^Pj 
jficW fortified : the heights ?bout it ;^re commaritfinft a^ 
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plight foon be made more fo« Th^fe ^re i^Qportstat-objeft^ 
mnd I have attended to them accordingly. I have alfo r^« 
moved from the city all the (lores and ^mmupit^op e;ief;e^ 
irhat was abfolutely neceflary for its defence, and made ev^ry 
Other difpofition that did not eflentially interfere with thai 
i>hjcSt, — carefully keeping in view, until it ftiQuli be pibfof 
lutely determined on fuil Con&deration, bow bti tiitt pjijty Yf?^ 
to be defended at all events. > 

In refolving points of fuch importancflr, many circi^Qiftaiices- 
peculiaf to our own army alfo occur. Being only provided 
for a fummer's campaign, their clothei^t ihoe&t ^nd bIaoke»t% 
will foon be unfit for the change of weather which wc every 
day feel. At prefent we have not tcnt$ for more thaa tw<H 
diirds^ many of them old and worn out ; but if we had » 
plentiful fupply, the feafon will not admit of . continuipg jnf 
thtm long. — The cafe of our fick is aifo worthy of mu<^ 
confideration. Their number, by the returns^ fprms s^t li^aft 
one-fourdi of the army. Policy and humanity req\iire dicy 
fliould be made as comfortable as poflible. 

With thcfe and many other circumftances before themg- 
the whole council of general officers met yefterday id ord^i? 
to adopt fome general line of condu£l to be pctrfued at thif 
important crifis. I intended to have procured dieir Separate 
opinions; on each point ^ but time wotild not admit* I wat 
therefore obliged to colleifl their fenfe more generally than I 
could have wi&ed.— All agreed the town would not be ten- 
able if the enemy refolved tp bombard and cannon^e it '^ 
but the difficulty attending a removal operated fo ftrong^yy 
Aat a courfe was taken between abandoning it totally anc| 
concentring our whole ftrength for its defence : nor wers 
fome a little influenced in their opinion, to whom the deter- 
mination of Congrefs was known, againft an evacuation to-i 
t-ally, as they were led to' fufpe<El Gongrefs wiflied it tp bf 
maintained at every hazard. 

It was concluded to arrange the army under three di-*. 
vifions ^---£ve thoufand to remain for the defence of th^ 

city; 



Digitized by 



Google 



^^ GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

city ; — nine thoufand to Kingfbridge and its dependencies^ 
as well to poflcfs and fecure thofe pofts, as to be ready t(» 
attack the enemy who are moving eaftward on Long-Iilandf 
if they ihould attempt to land on this fide ; — the rcn^ndcr 
to occupy th^ intermediate fpace, and fopport either ;— that 
the (Ick (hould be immediately removed to Orangetown* 
and barracks prepared at King{bridge with all expedition to 
cover the troops. 

There were fome general officers, in whofe judgment and 
opinion much coniuieHce is to be repofcd, that were for 
a total and immediate removal from the city^ — tirging the 
great danger of one part of the army being cut off before the 
other can fapport it, the extremities being at lead Gxtecn 
miles apart i-^that our army^ when coUeftcd, is inferior to 
the enemy j— that they can move with their whole force to 
iny point of attack, and confequently muft fucceed by 
weight of numbers, if they have only a part to oppofe them; 
•— 4hat, by- removing from hence, we dq)rive the enemy of 
the advantage of their (hips, which will make ^at leail one 
Iialf of the force to attack the town; — that we fhould keep 
the enemy at bay, put nothing to, the hazard, but at all evcnti 
keep tlie army together, which may be recruited another 
year j— that the unfpent ftores will alfo be prefcived ; and, ia 
this cafe, the heavy artillery can alfo be fecured. But they 
were over-ruled by a majority, who thought for the prefcnt 
a part of our force might be kept here, and attempt to main- 
tain the city a while longer. 

I am fenfible a retreating army is encircled with difBcu!^^ 
tics 5 that the declining an engagement fubjefts a general to 
reproach ; and that the common caufc may be affefted by 
the difcouragcment it may throw over the minds of many. 
Nor am I infenfible 6i the contrary ^ffeds, if a brilliant 
ftroke could be made with any probability of fucccfs, efpc- 
cially after our lofs upon Long-Ifland. But, when the fats 
of America may be at (lake on the ifTue, — when the wifdom 
of- cooler moments and experienced men have decided that 
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we (hould protratEl the war if pofliblc, — I cannot think it 
ftife or wife to adopt a different fyftem when the feafon for 
a£lion draws fo near a clofe. 

That the enemy mean to winter In New- York, there can 
be no doubt :— that, with fiich an armament, they can drire 
us out, is equally clear. — ^"fhe Congrefs having rcfolved that 
it ihould not be deftroyed, nothing fcems to remain, but to 
determine the time of their taking poiTeffion. It is our in-^ 
tereft and wi(h to prolong it as much as poifible, provided the 
delay does not afFe£k our future meafures. 

The militia of ConnecSicut is reduced, from fix thoufand, 
to lefs than two thoufand, and in a few days will be merely 
nominal* The arrival of fome Maryland troops, &c, from 
the flying camp, has in a great degree fupplied the lofs of 
men : but the ammunition they have carried away will be a 
lofs fenfibly felt.^ The impulfe for going home was fo ir-^ 
reliftible, it anfwered no puri)ofe to oppofe it. Though I 
would not difcharge, I have been obliged to acquiefce ; and' 
it affbrds one more melancholy proof, how delufive fuch de- 
pendencies are. 

Inclofed I have the honor to tranfmit a general return, the 
firft I have been able to procure for fome time ; alfo a report 
of captain Newell from our works at Hom's-hook or Hell- 
gate. Their (ituation is extremely low, and the Sound fo 
very narrow, that the enemy have them much within their 
command. — I have the honor to be, &c. , G. W.' 

P. S. The inclofed information this minute came to hand. 
— ^I am in hopes we (hall henceforth get regular intelligence 
of the- enemy's movements. 



Sir, New't'orki September ii, 1776. 

I WAS yeftcrday honored with your favor of the 
eighth inftant, accompanied by fundry refolutions of Con- 
grefs, to which I fliall pay the ftricleft attention, and, in the 
inftances required^ make tham the future rule of my cpndudt.* 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



a^ GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

The mode cf negotiatbn ptirfucd by lord Howe I did not 
^^grgvc of: but as general 3uiHvan was fent out upon the 
bufincfs, and with a meflagc to Congrefs, I could not conceive 
9iyfeif at liberty to interfere in the matter, as he was in the 
4^r^Aer of a prifoner^ and totally fubjed to their power 
%Qd 4ire<Sion. 

. The lift of prifoncrs, before omitted through hurry, jV 
&Qt^ inclofed f though it will probably have reached Congrefs 
before this.— I fhall write by the firft opportunity for m^or 
Hawfackfe to repair to Philadelphia — (he is in the northern 
s^rmy) s— and will alfo mention the fevers) appoiiitments in 
9>t)fcquei|ce of colonel St. Clair's promotion. 

• As foon as generals Prefect and M'Donald arrive^ I ft^ 
tg^e ijneztixres to^advlfe general Howe of it, that thepropofed 
<ycc4iange for general Sullivan and lord Sickling &aybecar<* 
i;ied in^o execution. 

. ^iiK;e my letter of the eighth, nothing iwaterial has oc-- 
9^rre^, except -that the enemy have poffcfled themfclvc&of 
M5\ntezore'$-iil;m4» and landed t ccmfiderable numl»er of 
troops upon it. This ifland lies in the mouth of Haetlcm- 
^ver, which runs out of the Sound rrito the North-river, 
s|nd will give the enemy an e?fy opportunity of landing ti^t 
^p the low grounds of Morrifania, if their views are to 
iijfize sind poffefs the pafles above Kingfbridge, or on the 
plains of H^erlem, if they defign to intercept ^nd cutoff the 
^qmipunicationt between oiir feveral pofts. I am making 
^very difpofition and arrangement that the divided ftate of 
Our troops will adrtiit of, and which appear raoft likely and 
the beft calculated to oppofe their attacks ; for I prcfiui^c 
there will be feveral. — -How the event will be, God only 
knows : but you may be affured that nothing in my power, 
orduknffbEpced as I am, (hall be wanting, to efie£): a favorable 
%pd happy iffue* 

By my letter of the eighth you would perceive that fievend 
of the council were for holding the town, conceiving it 
prafticablc fpr fome time. Many of them now, upon fceij^ 
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our divided ftate, have altered their opinion, and allow the 
expediency and neceiBty of concentring dur vrhole force, or 
drawing it more together. Convinced of the propriety of 
this meafure, I am ordering our ftores away, except fuch as 
may be abfoluteiy neceflary to keep as long as any troops re- 
main 5 that, if an evacuation of the city becomes inevitable 
(which certainly muft be the cafe), there may be as little to 
remove as poffiblc. 

The inclofed packet contains feveral letters for particular 
members of Congrefs and, for fome gentlemen in Philadel- 
phia. They came to hand yefterday, and were brought from 
France by a captain Levez lately arrived at* Bedford in the 
Maflachufetts ftate. I muft requeft the favor of you to open 
the packet, and to have the letters put in a proper channel of 
conveyance to the gentlemen they are addreffed to. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head-Barters^ NewToriy Sept.. 12, 1 776. 

HIS excellency being called from head- quarters to- 
day on bufinefs of importance which prevents his writing, I 
therefore do myfelf the honor to inform XJongrefs of what 
has happened fince his letter of yefterday. 

Laft evening the enemy tianfported a number of .men from 
Buchanan's to #Montezore's ifland, and, by their feveral 
movements, more ftrongly indicate their intention to land 
fomewhere about Haerlem or Morrifania, — moft likely, at 
both at the fame time. This morning one of the (hips that 
have been for fome time in the Sound moved down towards 
Hell-gate; but, the tide leaving her, (he could not get near 
enough to bring her guns to bear upon our fortification. If 
fhe ipeans to attack it, it is probable flie will warp in the 
next tide. Their batteries have kept up a pretty conftant 
fire againft ours at that place, but without any confiderablc 
cffeft. This morning they opened a new one. 

Vol. L S I do 
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I do not recoUe^i any otljuer material occurrence, and fliall 
only add, tliat I hav« tbe honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 



Sir, NcW'Torky September 14, 1776. 

1 HAVE been duly honored with your favor of tk 
tenth, with the refolution of Congrefe which accompanied 
it, and thank them for the confidence they repofe in nj 
j.udgraent refpefting the evacuation of the city. I could 
wiih to maintain it, becauie I know it tcf be of importance: 
Kut I am fully convinced that it cannot be done, and thataa 
attempt for th^ purpofe, ^ per fevered in, might and moll 
certainly would be attended withconfequences the moft fatal 
and alarming in their nature. 

Senfible of this, feveral of the general officers^ fincc the 
determination of the council mentioned in my laft, peti' 
tioned that a fecond council might be called to rcconfider 
the propofitions which had been tefore them upoi^ the fub- 
jeft. Accordingly I called one on the twelfth, when a large 
majority not only determined a removal of the army pni- 
dent, hut abfolutely neceflary,— declaring they vwre entirely 
conviiKed from a full and minutd" inquiry into our fitaation, 
that it was extremely perilous ^ and, from every moveflicnt 
of the enemy, and the intelligence received, their plan of 
operations was to get in our rear, and, by cutting off the 
communication with the main, oblige us to force a paff^ 
through^ them on the terms they wifh, or to become pn- 
foners in fome fhort time for want of neceflary fuppBcs ^» 
provifion. 

We arc now taking every method in our power to re- 
move the {lores, &c, in which we find almoft infuperablc 
difficulties. They are fo great and fo numerous, that I i^ 
we (hall not effect the whole before we meet ^ith fo»^ 
interruption. — I fully expefted that an attack fomcwk^ 
would have been made laft night. In that I was difaT 
pointed i and happy fhall I be, if my apprehenfionsofoi>C 
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tb-iught, or in a day or two, ^tfc not confirmed by the event. 
If it is deferred a little while longer^ I flatter myfelf all 
will be got away, and our force be mot* concentred, and of 
. courfe more likely to refift them with fuccefs. 

Tefterday afternoon, four fliips of war, two of forty and 
two of twenty eight gun^, went up the Eaft-rlvet, paffing 
between Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored about 
a mtlc above the city, oppofite Mr. Stivarifent's, where the 
Ro(e man-of-war was lying before. The defign of their 
going not being certainly known, gives rife to various con* 
je&ures,— fome fisppofing they ate to cover the landing of a 
|yarty of the enemy above the city, — others that they are 
to affift in deflroying our battery at Hom's-hook, that they 
may have a free and un*int^rrupted navigation in the Sound, 
It is an oh]cGt of great importance to them, and what they 
arc induftrioufly trying to effeft by a pretty cohftant can* 
Aonade and bombardment. 

Before I conclude, I would beg leaye to mention to Con^ 
grefs, diat the pay now allowed to nurfes for their atten- 
dance bn the fick is by no means adequate to their fervices ; 
the confequence of which is, that they arc extremely diffi- 
cult to prbGflre : indeed they are not to be got ; and we arc 
under the nedeffity of fubftituting in their place a number of 
men from the rcfpcftive regiments, whofe fervice by that 
dieans is entirely loft in the proper line of their duty, and 
but little benefit tendered to the fick. The officers 1 have 
talked with upon the fubje£k all agree that they fliould be 
allowed a dollar per week, and that for lefs they cannot 
be had. 

Our fick' are extremely numerous, and we find their re- 
moval attended with the greateft difficulty. It is a matter 
that em^oys much of our time and care 5 and what makes it 
more diftreffing is the want of proper and convenient places 
for their reception. — ^I fear their fufferings will be great and 
many. However, nothing on my part, that humanity or 
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policy can require} fhall be wanting to make them comfort^ 
able, fo far as the ftate of things will admit of. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Head' garters at Col. Roger Morris* s Houfe^ Sept. i6, 1 776. 

Sir, , 

♦ 

ON faturday about funfet, fix more of the enemy's 
fhips, one or two of which were men-of-war, paffed between 
Governor's-ifland and Red-hook, and went up the Eaft- 
river to the llation taken by thofe mentioned in my laft. In 
half an hour I received two exprcfles,— one from colonel 
Serjeant at Horn's-hook [Hell-gate] giving an account that 
the enemy, to the amount of three or four thoufand, had 
marched to the river, and were embarking for Barns's or 
Montexore's ifland, where numbers of them were then en- 
camped ; — the other from general Mifflin, that uncommon 
and formidable movements were difcovered among the ene- 
my ; which being confirmed by the fcouts I had fent out, I 
proceeded to Haerlem, where it was fuppofed (or at Mor- 
rifania oppofitc to it) the principal attempt to land would 
be made. However, nothing remarkable happened that 
night : but in jthe morning they began their operations. 
Three (hips of war came up the North-river as high as 
Bloomingdale, which put a total ftop to the removal, by 
water, of any more of our provifion, &c ; and about eleven 
o'clock thofe in the Eaft-river began amoftfevere and heavy 
cannonade, to fcour the grounds, and cover the landing of 
their troops between Turtle-bay and the city, where breaft* 
works had been thrown up to oppofc them. 

As foon as I heard the firing, I rode with all poffiblc 
difpatch towards the place of landing, when, to my great 
furprife and mortification, I found the troops that had been 
poiled in the lines retreating with the utmoft precipitatioa, 
and thofe ordered to fupport them (Parfons and Fellows'* 
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l>rigades) flying in every ^direftion, and in the greatcfl: con- 
fufion, notwithftanding the' exertions of their generals to 
form them. I ufed every means in my pov^er to rally 
and get them into fome order : but my attempts were fruit - 
Icfs and tncfFe£):ual ; and on the appearance of a fmall party 
of the enemy, not more than fixty or feventy, their diforder 
increafed, and they ran away in the greateft confufion, with- 
out firing a fingle ihot. 

Finding that no confidence was to be placed in thefe bri^ 
gadeSi and apprehending that another party of the enemy 
might pafs over to Haerlem plains and cut off the retreat to 
this place, I fent orders to fecure the heights in the beft 
manner with the troops that were ftationed on and near 
tfaem ; which being done, the retreat was efi^efted with but 
Kttle or no lofs of men, though of a confiderable part of 
our baggage,— occafioned by this difgraceful and daftardly 
condu£i. Mod of our heavy cannon, and a part of our 
ftores and provifions which we were about removing, waa 
unavoidably left in the city, though every means (after it 
had beea determined in council to ev^uate the poft) had 
been ufed to prevent it. 

We are now encamped with the main body of the army 
on the heights of Haerlerii, where I fhould hope the enemy 
would meet with a defeat in cafe of an attack, if the gene- 
rality of our troops would behave with tolerable bravery. 
But experience, to my extreme afRi£lion, has convinced me 
that this is rather to be wiflied for than expefked. How* 
ever, I truft that there are many who will aft like men, and 
fliew themfelves worthy of the bleffings of freedom. 

I have fent out fome reconnoitring parties to gain inteU 
ligence, if poffible, of the difpofition of the enemy, and (hall 
inform Congrefs of every material event by the earlieft op-» 
port unity.— I have the honor to be^ &c. 
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Head-Quarters qt Col R* Morrises Houfej Sept. l8, 17)6. 

Sir, 

AS my lettet of the fixteenth contained intelligence 
of an important suturef and fucb as might kad Congceft 
to expe£l: that the evacua^n of New- York and retreal to 
the heights of Haerkm} in th^ mann^ they were made, 
would be fucceeded by fome other intsoefting event) I beg 
kave to inform them that as yet nothing has been attempted 
upon a large and general plan of attack. 

About the time of the poft's departure with my letter, 
the enemy appeared in feveral large bodies upon the plaiaa 
about two and a half mUes from hence* I rode down to 
our advanced pofts^ to put matters in a prober fituation if 
they ihpuld attempt to come on. When I asrived there I 
heard a firing, which^ I was inforn^, was between a part; 
of our rangers undpr the conimand of lieutenant*cok)od 
Knoltoni and an adwnced party of the enemy. Our mca 
came in and told me that the body of the enemy, who kept 
themfelves conceakd, confified of about diree humbed as 
near as they could guefs. I immediately ordered three comi 
panics of colonel Wecdon's regiment from Virginia, under 
the command of major Leitch, and colonel Knolton withhis 
rangers compofcd of volunteers from different New-Eng- 
land regiments, to try to get in their reaci while a di^' 
tion was making a$ if to attack them in frx>nt> and thereby 
draw their whole attention that way. 

This took effe<3: as I wimed on the part of the enemy* 
On the appearance of our party 10 front, they immediately 
ran down the hill^ tool; poileilion of (bme fences and hi]ibe% 
and a fmart firing began, but at too gixat a didance to dp mud^ 
execution on either fide The parties under colonel Knol- 
ton and major Leitch unluckily began their attack too iboOf 
as it was rather in flank than in rear.— In a little time ma- 
jor Leitch was brought off wounded, having received three 
balls through his fide -, and^ in a fiiort time after, colonel 
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Knolton got a wound which provrf mortal. Their men 
hoMrever perfevcred, and continued the engagement with 
the greateft refolution. • 

Finding that they wanted a fupport, I advanced part of 
colonel Griffith's and colonel Richardfoti's Maryland regi- 
mentS) with fome detachments from theeaftern regiments who 
were neareft the place of tftion. Thefe troops charged the 
encmv with great intrepidity, and drove them from the wood 
into the plain, and were pufhiag them from thence (having 
filericed their fire in a great meafure) when I judged it pru- 
dent to order a retreat, fearing the enemy (as I have fince 
fonnd waft really the cafe) were fending a large body to fup- 
port their party. 

Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover : but colonel 
Knolton's fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave 
and good officer. — We had about forty wounded : the num- 
ber of flain is not yet afcertained : but it is very incou- 
fiderable. 

By a fergeant who deferted from the enemy and came in 
this morning, I find that their party Was greater than I ima- 
gined. It confided of the fecond batallion of light infantry, 
a batallion of the royal Highlanders, and three companies of 
Heflian riflemen, under the command of brigadier-general 
Leffli^. The deferter reports that their lofs in wounded and 
miffing was eighiy-nine, and eight killed. In the latter, his 
account is too fmali, as' out people difcoyered and buried 
double that number. — ^This afiair, I am in hopes, will be at- 
tended with many falutary confequences, as it feems to have 
gready infpirited the whole of our troops. — ^Thc fergeant 
further adds that a confiderable body of men are now en» 
campled from the Eaft to the North-river, between the feven 
and eight-mile ftones, under the command of general Clin- 
ton. — General Howe, he believes, has his quarters at Mr. 
Apthorp's houfe. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I ihould have wrote to Congrefs by exprefs before 
now, had I not expected the poft every minute s which, I 
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flatter myfelf, will be a fufficicnt apology for my delaying 
it. — ^Thc late loflcs we have fuftained in our baggage and 
camp ncceffaries have added much to our diftrefs which was 
very great before. I muft therefore take the liberty of re- 
quefting Congrefs to have forwarded as foon as poffible fuch 
a fupply of tents, blankets, camp-kettles, and other articles, 
as can be colleiied.-r-We cannot bf overftocked. 



Head-Barters at Col. R. Morris's Houfe, Sept. 19, 1776. 

Sir, 

SINCE I had the honor of addreffing you yefterday, 
nothing material has occurred. However, it is probable in 
a little time the enemy will attempt to force us from hence, 
as we are informed they are bringing many of their heavy 
cannon towards the heights and the works we have thrown 
up. They have alfo eight or nine fhips of war in the North- 
river, which (it is faid) are to cannonade our right flank 
when they open their batteries againft our front. Every 
difpofition is making on our part for defence : and Congrefs 
may be aflured that I fliall do every thing, in ray power to 
maintain the poft fo long as it fliall appear prafticable, and 
conducive to the general good. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Head-Barters, Heights of Haerlem, Sept, 2o, 1776. 
Sir, 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the Cx- 
teenth with its inclofures.-:-To prevent the injury and abufes 
which would arife from the militia and other troops carrying 
away ammunition and continental property, I have publilhed 
the fubftance of the refolves upon the fubjeft in general 
orders. 

Since my letter of yefterday, nothing of importance has 
caft up,— The enemy are forming a large and extenfive en- 
campment in the plains mentioned in mj laft, and arc bufflf 

- employci 
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employed in tranfporting their cannon and ftores from 
Long- m and. As they advance them this way, we may 
reafonably expeil their operations will not long be deferred- 

Inclofed are fundry letters, &c, to which Congrefs will 
"be pleafed to pay fuch regard as they may think them deferv- 
ing of, — ^The letter from monfieur • • • ^ • came open under 
cover of one to me. — Thofe from colonel Hand and colon,el 
Ward contain a lift of vacancies in their' regiments, and of 
the perfons they efteem proper to fill them. The former, I 
.believe, returned no lift before : the latter fays he never got 
any commiffions. — Generals Howe and Erfkine's proclama- 
tions fhew the meafures that have been purfued, to force and 
feduce the inhabitants of Long-Ifland from their allegiance 
to the ftates, and to aflift in their deftruftion. 

As the period will foon arrive, when the troops compofing 
the prefent army (a few excepted) will be difbanded ac- 
cording to the tenor of their enliftments, and the moft fatal 
confequences may enfue if a fuitable and timely provifion 
is not made in this inftance, I take the liberty of fuggefting 
to Gongrefs not only the expediency but the abfolute ne- 
ceffity there: is that their earlieft attention fhould be had 
to this fubjeft. In refpeft to the time that troops (hould be 
engaged for, I have frequently given my fentiments; nor 
have I omitted to exprefs my opinion of the dIfRcultles 
that will attend raifing them, nor of the impraflicability •©£ 
effefting it without the allowance of a larga and extraor- 
dinary bounty. 

It is a melancholy and painful confideratlon to thofe who 
are conctirned in the work and have the command, to be 
forming armies conftantly, and to be left by troops juft 
when they begin to deferve the name, or perhaps at a mo- 
ment when an important blow is expefted. This, I am in- 
formed, will be the cafe at Ticonderoga with part of the 
troops there, unlefs fome fyftem is immediately come into, 
by which they can be induced to ftay. General Schuyler 
tells me in a letter rec'eived yefterday, that De Haas's, Max- 
well's, 
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wcirs, and Wind's regiments (land engaged only tiH the be* 
ginning of next month> and that the men, he is fearful^ 
will not remain longer than the time of their enliftment. 

I would alfo beg leave to mention to Congrefsy that the 
feafon is fail approaching when clothes of every kind will be 
wanted for the army. Their diftrefs is alreskly great> an4 
will be increafed as the weather becomes naorc fevcre. Oiwr 
fituation is now bad> but is much better than that of the 
militia that are coming to join us from the ftates of the Maf^ 
iachufettS'Bay and Coniie^Ucut in consequence of the reqai** 
fition of Congrefs. Theyi I am informed, have not a fingk 
ten t or a neceflary of any kind ; nor can I conceive how it 
will be poffible to fupport them. Thcfe circumftances are 
extremely alarming, and oblige me to wifli Congrefa to have 
M the tents, clothing of every kind, andi catmp neceflaries, 
provided and forwarded, that are to be procured. Thcfe 
<raflem reinforcements have not a fingle neceffary, -not a pan 
or a kettle, — in which we are now greatly deficient. — It is with 
wludlance that I trouble Congrefs with thefe matters : but 
to whom can I refort for relief unlefs to them ? The nc- 
dcffity therefore, which urges the application, will, excufe it, 
I am perfuaded. 

I have not been able to tranfmit Congrefs a general re- 
turn of the army this week, owing to the peculiar fituatum 
of«our affairs, and the great (hifting and changing among 
the troops. As foon as I cau procure one> a cc^y fliall be 
forwarded to Congrefs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S.September 2T, 1776.— -Things with us remain iff 
the fituation they were yefterday. 



Sir, Head' garters, HacrUm Hei^tSy Sept* 7,ly I77^* 

I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate to 

Gongrefs refpefting the fituation of our 'affairs : it is mudi 

the iame as wlien 1 had the honor of addreffing you lafl 
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On friday night, about eleven or twelve o'clock, a fire 
broke out in the city of New- York, near the new or Saint 
Paul's p^urcb, as it is^ i^d, which continued to burn pretty 
rapidly till after funrife the next nj^oniing. I have not bee« 
informed ty>w the acci4ent happened, nor received any cer- 
tain account of the damage. Report fays many of the 
houfes b^ween the Broadway and the river were confumed^ 

I have the hon^r to be, &c. ' G. W. 



Sir, Head'^artersy Hafrlem Height Sj Sept. 24, 1 7 76. 

THE poft being about to depart, I have only time to 
add that no event of importance has taken place on this 
fide Hudfon's-river fince my laft of the twenty-fecond inftant* 

The inclofed letter, received laft night from general 
Greene who now commands in the Jerfeys, will give Con- 
grefs all the information I have refpefting the evacuation of 
Paulus-Hook and the landing of the enemy to poflefs it- 

I this minute obtained a copy of the general return of ouT 
force, the firft I have been able to procure for fome time paft, 
which I do myfelf the honor of tranfmitting fpr the fatif- 
faftion of Congrefs. 

lam, fir, with the greateft refpefl, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The thirteen militia regiments from Conne£ticut 
being reduced to a little more than feyen hundred men rank 
and file fit for duty, I have thought proper to difcharge the 
whoje, to fave the ftates the immenfe charge that would arife 
for officers' pay. There are many militia,( too, that have 
juft come in, and on their way from that ftate, none of whom 
are provided with a tent, or a fingle camp utenfiL This 
diftrefles me beyond meafure. 



Colonel Morris's on the Heights of Haerlem^ Sept. 24, 1776. 

FROM the hours allotted to fleep I will borrow a 
few moments to convey my thoughts on fundry important 

matters 
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matters to Congrcfs. I (hall offer them with the fmcerlty 
"which ought to charaderife a man of candor, and with the 
freedom which may be ufcd in giving ufeful informatioa 
without incurring the imputation of prefumption. 

We are now, as it were, upon the eve of another diflb- 
lotion of our army* The remembrance of the difficulties 
which happened upon the occafion laft year>— the confe- 
qucnces which might have followed the change if prc^jer ad- 
vantages had been taken by the enemy, — added to g know* 
ledge of the prefent temper and fituation of the troops, — 
icfle£l but a very gloomy profpeft upon the appearances of 
things now, and fatisfy me beyond the poflibility of doubt^ 
that, unlefs fome fpeedy and effectual mcafures are adopted 
by Congrefs, our caufe will be loft* 

It is in vain to expefi: that any or more than a trifling part 
of this army will again engage in the fervice on the en- 
couragement offered by Congrefs. When ipen find that 
their townfmen and companions are receiving twenty, thirty, 
and more dollars, for a few months* fervice (which is truly 
the cafe)i it cannot be expe£l:ed, without ufing compulfion: 
and to force them into the fervice would anfwer no valuable 
purpofe. When men are irritated, and the paflions inflamed, 
tlicy fly haftily anc^ cheerfully to arms : but after the firft 
emotions are over ^ * *, a foldier, reafoned with upon the 
goodnefs of the caufe he is engaged in and the ineftimable 
lights he is contending for, hears you with patience, and 
acknowledges the truth of your obfervations, but adds that 
it is of no more importance to him than others. The ofiicer 
makes you the fame reply, with this further remark, that his 
pay win not fupport him, and he cannot ruin himfelf and 
family to ferve his country, when every member of the 
community is equally interefted, and benefited by his la* 
bors. * * * 

It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this conteft is 
not likely to be the work of a day,— ras the war muft be 
carried on fyftematically, — and to do it you muft have gooi 

officers^ 
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#fficerS| — there arc^ in my judgment, no ether poffiblc 
means to obtain them but by eftabliftiing your army upon 
a permanent footing, and giving your officers good pay. 
This will induce gentlemen and men of charafter to en- 
gage: and, till the bulk of your officers are compofed ot 
fuch perfons as are a£tuated by principles of honor and a 
ipirit of enterprife, you' have little to exped from them. 
• They ought to have fuch allowances as will enable them to 
live like and fupport the charafters of gentlemen* * * * 
Befides, fomething is due to the man who puts his life ia 
Zyour] hands, hazards his healtH, and forfakes the fweets of 
domeftic enjoyment. — Why a captain in the continental 
fervice fliould receive no more than five fliillings currency 
per day for performing the fame duties that an officer of the 
fame rank in the Britifh fervice receives ten fhijlings fterEng 
for, I never could conceive, efpecially when the latter is pro- 
vided with every neceffary he requires upon the bed terms* 
and the former can fcarce procure them at any rate. — ^Therc 
18 nothing that gives a man confequence ahd renders him fit 
for command, like a fupport that renders him independent 
of every body but the flate he ferves. 

With refped to the men, nothing but a good bonnty can ob- 
tain them upon a permanent eflablifhmeut : and for no fhortcr 
time than the continuance of the war, ought they to be en- 
gaged ; as fadts inconteftably prove that the difficulty and coft 
of enliflments increafe with time. — When the army was firfl: 
raifed at Cambridge, I am perfuaded the men might have been 
got, without a bounty, for the war. After this, they beganto 
fee that the contefl was not likely to end fo fpeedily as was 
imagined, and to feel their confequence by remarking, that, 
to get in the militia in the courfe of the lad year, many 
towns were induced to give them a bounty. 

Forcfeeing the evils refulting from this, and the deflruftiTC 
confequences which unavoidably Would follbw fhort enlifl- 
ments, I took the liberty in a long letter (date not now re-» 
colie«?vcd, as my letter-book is not here) to recommend the 
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enliftments for and during the war, affigning fuch reafons 
for it as experience has (ince convinced me were well fotmd* 
ed. At that time» twenty dollars would, I am perfvaded^ 
have engaged dw men for this term: But it will not do to 
look back : and, if the prefent opportunity is flipped, I am^ 
perfuaded that twelve months more will tncreafe our £ffi- 
culties four-fold. I (hall therefore take the freedom of giv*- 
ing it as my opinion, that a good bounty be iitoiediat^l]^ 
offered, aided by the proffer of at leaft a hundred or si 
hundred knd fifty acres of land, and a fuit of clothes and 
blanket to each non-commillioned officer atid foldi^r ; as I 
have good authority for faying, that, however high the tnen's 
pay may appear, it is barely fufficient, in the prefent fcarcity 
and dearntfs of all kinds of goods, to keep them in clothes^ 
much lefs afford fupport to their families. 

If this encouragement then is given- to the men, and fuch 
pay allowed the officers as will induce gentlemen of cha- 
rafter and liberal fentiments to engage, and proper care 
and precaution ufed in the nomination (having more regard 
to the charaders of perfons than the number of men they 
can enlift), we fhould in a little time have an^army able to 
cope with any that can be oppofed to it, as there are 
excellent materials to form one out of. But while the only 
merit an officer poflefles is his ability to raife men,— while 
thofe men confider and treat him as an equal, and (in the 
charafter of an oScer) regard him no more than a broom- 
ftick, being mixed together as one common herd, — ^no order 
nor difcipline can prevail ; nor ^t^ill the officer ever meet 
with that refpcdi which is cflentially ncceflfary to due fub- 
ordination. 

To place any dependence upon militia is afluredly retting 
upon a broken ftaff^— «mcn juft dragged from the tender 
fcencs of domeftic life, — unatcu^omed to the din of arms, 
— 'totally unacquainted with every kind of military ikill; 
which being followed by a want of confidence in themfelvcs, 
when oppofed to troops regularly trained, difciplined, and 

appointed^ 
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appointed, fuperior in knowledge and fuperior in arms, 
makes them timid and ready to fly from their own fhadows* 
Befides, the fudden change in their manner of living (par- 
ticularly in the lodging) brings on ficknefs in many, im- 
patience in all, and fuch an unconquerable defire of return- 
ing to their refpe£tive homes, that it not only produces 
ihameful and fcandalous defertions among themfelyes, but 
infufes the like fpirit into others. 

Again, men accuftomed to unbounded freedom and no 
cqntrol, cannot brook the reilraint which is indifpenfably 
neceflary to the good order and government of an army ; 
without which, licentioufnefs and every kind of diforder 
triumphantly reign. — To bring men to a proper degree of 
fubordinacion is not the work of a day, a month, or even a 
year : and, unhappily for us and the caufe we are engaged 
in, the little difcipline I have' been laboring to eftablifh in the 
army under my immediate command is in a manner done 
away by having fuch a mixture of troops as have been called 
together within thefe few months. 

Relaxed and unfit as our rules and regulations of war are 
for the government of an army, the militia (thofe properly 
€0 called ; for of thefe we have two forts, the fix-months- 
men, and thofe fent in as a temporary aid) do not think 
themfelves fubje£l to them, and therefore take liberties which 
the foldier is puniflied for. This creates jealoufy : jealoufy 
begets diflatisfaflions ; and thefe by degrees ripen into mu- 
tiny, keeping the whole army in a confufed and difordered 
ftate,— rendering the time of thofe who wifli to fee regula- 
rity and good or<^r prevail, more unhappy than words can 
defcribe. Befides this, fuch repeated changes take place; 
that all arrangement is fct at nought, and the Conftant fluc- 
tuation of things deranges every plan as faft as adopted. ^ 

Thefe, fir, Congrefs may be aflfured, are but a fmall part 
of the inconveniences which might be enumerated, and at- 
tributed to militia : but there is one that merits particular at- 
tentioUy and that i^ the expenfe. Certain I am, that it would 
9 be 
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be cheaper to keep fifty or 9 hundred thoufand in conftant 
pay^ than to depend upon half tl^e number and fupply the 
other half occafionally by militia. The time the latter are 
in pay before and after they, are in camp^ aflembling and 
marchingy-^the wade of ammuaition, the confumption of 
ftores, which, In fpite of every refolution or requifition of Con- 
grefs, they muft be furniihed with, or fent home, — added to 
other incidental expenfes confequent upon their coming and 
€ondu£l in camp^ — furpafles all idea, and deftroys every 
kind of regularity and economy which you could eftablifli 
among fixed and fettled troops, and will, in my opinion, 
prove (if the fcheme is adhered to) the ruin of our caufe. 

The jealoufies of a (landing army, and the evils to be ap- 
prehended from one, are remote, and, in my judgment, 
fituated and circumdanced as we are, not at all to be dread- 
ed : but the confcqifence of wanting one, according to my 
ideas formed from the pre fent view of things, is pertain and 
inevitable ruin. For, if I was called upon to declare upon 
€)ath, whether the militia have been moft.ferviceable or hurt- 
ful upon the whole, I ftiould fubfcribe tp the latter. I do not 
mean by this^ however, to arraign the conduft of Congrefs: 
in fo doing I fhould equally condemn my own meafures, if 
I did not my judgment: but experience, which is the bed 
criterion to work by, fo fully, ciearly and decifively repro- 
bates the praftice of trulting to militia, that no man who re- 
gards order, regularity and economy, or who has any regard 
for his own honor, char after, or peace of mind, will lilk 
them upon this iffue. * * * 

An army formed of good officers moves like clock-work ; 
but there is no fituation upon earth lefs enviable nor more 
diftreffing than that perfon's who is at the head of troops 
who are regardlefs of order and difcipiine, and who are unpro- 
Tided with almoft every neceflary. In a word, the difficul- 
ties which have for ever furrounded me lince I have been in 
the fervice, and kept my mind conUantly upon the ftrttch, — 
the wounds which my feelings (as an officer) have received 

' by 
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i>j k thoufahd things which Have happened! contrary to my 
<ncpt&ition and wiflies, ♦ * *— added to a cdnhrioufnefs o£ 
ihy inability t6 govern an army compofed of ftt<H difcordant 
parts, and under fuch a vaViety of intricate attd perplexing 
circumftances, — ^induce not only a belief, but a thorougfi 
ionviftlon m my mind, that it wifl be Impdfltbfe (lAiIefs tfeere 
Is a thbrough change in our military fyfteni) fHi i^i% cbnduEl 
tnattisrs in fUch i manner 'a:s* to give fatisfattion t6 the puti 
lici ^liith Is dl the tecomp^nfe I aim at, bV eVei- ^i^fi^ei Tot.' 
Bcfoi'e 1 Conclude, I muft lapofogife for thfe fib^ies takeft 
in this letter, and for the blotSf and icratching^ thdrfein, ricil 
fiavii^g time to give it moifetbtre6My.---^^ith truth I can 
Jidd, that, with every fentiriienf of rel^e<ft 'aild^eftfei^rif, I am 
yours aiid the Coiigrefs's mbft bbedierit, ifc. ' '• "'"^'-G. W. 



Silt, ■- ' ■- - -^''"- ' ' -"•••* -' .^ 
if AVING wrote ydii fiASf oii furidry impSbrtant fuW. 
Jeas && morning a^ ydu^^ilt percem Iff <he lettir M'hfcK ie- 
comp^rtie^ 'this, I meato ^dif^Hy ftO# Yf)fecldftr>i copy ofn 
letter received'feontgcherai'HbWe on firiday rtioSiingj with th^ 
lifts bf Hie prifoncrs in his. hantis,-^,thofc in ouar'poflfefiioii 
bddt^g to the iarm^.1iimw3dIS?e!y unAfr his <»riii«arid,— 
amd of my anfwer,whicTr%ci^mittcd to be put in the other. 
His toter wifl difcdver to Cdiigrrfs his refufel to» exchange 
lorA Stirling for Mr. M'Donald^ coftfiderihg the latter ofily 
as a iSi^jor. They wifl be pleafcd td detfcrmind how he is 
to be tanked in fuhite. 

The number of prifoners according to thefe returns is 
greater than what we expe£ted. However, I am inclined 
to befie^^ that, artitfAg thbfe in the fift from Long- 
Ifland, are feveral militia of general Woodhull's party, who 
we#6'!i#WP'finfi^riged iflothte'/atiiiy^^i^Ae- tS dfoft taken on 
lliefifteerithiidie^ gmadf'esEcced the huniber diat I fu]^ 
pofed fell into their hands in the retreat froans'thc/Clty, At 

^fouh T . the 
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die dme dut I tnmimitted an account of that affiiir, I had 
not obtuned icturns^ and took tbe matter upon the officers^ 
reports^ They are difficult to get with cdtainty at any tune. 
—In the fldrmUb of inonday fe'nnigh^ they could have taken 
kttt vety few* 

Before I condudCj I (hall take occafion to niention that 
diofe returns made with fuch precifion, and the difficulty 
that will attend the propofed exchange on account of the 
difperfed and fcattered ftate of the prifoners In our handsi 
will clearly evince the neceffity of appointing commiflaries 
and proper peribns to ft^rintend and conduct in fuch in- 
ftances* This I took the liberty of urging more than oncci 
as well on accouitf of tbe propriety of the meafure and tbe 
faving that would have refulted from k, as that the priibneri 
might be titated with humanity^, and have their wants parti- 
cularly attended to. 

I would aKb obferye (as I efteem it my4i^) that diif 
army is in wint of aUnoft every -neceflary » — tents, camp kettksi 
blanketSt and clothes of all kinds. But what is to be done 
with rr%eft to the two laft articles> I know not, as the term 
of enliftment wiU be nearly expked by the time they can be 
provided* This may be exhibited as a further proof of die 
difadvants^i^ attending the levying of an army upon fuch a 
footing as never to know how to keep them without b|uring 
the puUic or^ incommoding die mdi#^I have dhreded the 
colonel or commanding officer of each corps to ufe hisen* 
deavors to procure fuch clothing as is ahiplutely neceiary f 
but at the fame time I cdnfefs> that I do not know how die; 
are to be got* — ^I have the honor to bC| &c* G# W^ 



. Heud-^^arters^ Heights ofJfafrfefn^^Septnnhr a7> 1776. 

•Sir, ■• '" :'■ ^. J.'. .' ■ 

I HAV£>ix/dungifn.pj»rticuIar tp commumcate t9 
Congrefs by.diis:;day!9f|^oft^as.eai.fituadoftis the («mt«i 

•wheg 1 kift:wrotc; . j. : ..; . - \ . 
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We are now fitting on the bufinefs. the committee camf 
upon, which^ it is probable, will be finiflied this evening. 
The refult they will duly report upon their return. , 

I received ycftcrday the inclofed declaration by^ a gentle- 
man from Eli^abethtown who told me many copies were 
found in the pofleflion ,of the foldiefs from Canada, that 
were landed there a day or two ago by general Howe's per-^ 
miffion. I (hall not comment upon it. It feems to be 
founded on the plan that has been artfully purfued for fome 
time pafe. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The account of the troops, &c, in Canada, cornea 
from a perfon who is among the prifoners fent from Cana- 
da. It was anonymous, nor do I know the intelligencer* 
According to him, the enemy in that quarter are ftronget 
th^n we fuppo^ed) and their naval force much, greater on the 
lakes than we had any idea of* I truft he has taken cha 
matter up on the enemy's report* 



Head' garter Sj Heights of Haerlcm^ September %^^ ^tl^* 

Sir, 

BEING about to crofs the ^orth-river &is mpfning 
in order to view the poft oppofite, and t]ie grounds b€;tween 
that and Paulu8*^ook,,I (hall not ^Kldinnich more than that 
I have been hon;9«ed with yo^r favor of the twenty-fourth 
and its feveral inclofures | and that^ fince my letter of yef^ 
terday, no important event has tak^n place. 

As colonel Hugh Stephisnfon, of the fifle regiment order<>> 
ed lately to be raifed, is dead a€Cordi;ig to the information I 
have received, I would beg le;ive to recommpnd to the particu^ 
lar notice of Congrcfs captain. Danie^ Morgan juft returned 
among the prifoners from Canada,, ^s a fit and proper perfon 
to fucceed to the vacancy occafioncd^by his death* The 
prisfent field-olficers,of the regiment cannot claim any right * 
^n preference to him, becaufe he ranked above them, aM 
as a captain, when he firil entered the fi^vke. His coadu<3 
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as an officer, on the expedition with general Arnold lad fall^ 
—his intrepid behavior in the aflault upoil Quebec, when thfc 
brave Montgomery felf, — the inflexible attachment he ptd- 
fefied to our caufe during his iniprifonmetit, atid which he 
perfeveres in, — added to thcfe, his refidence In the place 
colonel Stephenfon came from, and his intereft and influence 
in the fame circle, and with fuch men as are to compo(e 
fuch a regiment, — ill, in my opinion, entitle him to the fii- 
vor of Congrefs^ ahd lead me to believe that in his promo^ 
lidn the ftates will gairf i good arid vlliiable officer for ihi 
fort of troops he is particularly r^comYtterided to command. 
• ♦ *— I have the honor to be, Sec. ' Q. W. 



Htttd^^artcTTy Heists of&atfiihiy SepmAtr 30, 1^76^ 

-Sir, '••^' ^ • ' "'-\ ' _;•■ 

SINCE I had the honor of idii^fSn^ you^Iaft', ho- 
thing of importance ha^ tranfpired; though, from fomc 
movements yefterday on the part of the enemy, it woHid 
fccm as if fomethbg was intended. ^ * 

The incloied memorial, from lieutenant-crolonel She)>ltard 
of the fourth regiment, I beg leave to fijbnwt to the confider- 
atibn of Congrcfs; and fliall only add that I could wifh diey.^ 
would promote him to Ae command of *the liegiment and 
fend him a commifllon, being a good anaValuable officer^ 
and efpeciallyas the vacancy is of ^' prett^ long Handing, 
and I have not had (nor has he] any int^lfijgencd from'colo^ 
nel Learned hinifelf (who had the command, and ^Jvho ob- 
tained a difcharge on account of lus indifpoCtion), of his de- 
fign to return.— I have alfo inclo&d a lettet firom captain 
Ballard^ which Congrefs will pleafe to determine on, diQ 
fubjefi being new and not within my authority. 
* I have the honor ^o* be, &:c. G; W; 

' Pi S. A x^mmiflSon was fenf forcbtend Learned, whiifc 
It now in niy hands, having rcteived nca^Kcation, or heart 
from him fincc it came. • *' 
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. S4K,. Huid^^mffrs, Haerlem^ Heights^ Oif. 2, 1776. 

-• I DO. m^lf thi honor of tAnfmitting to you Ac in- 
tfloiied letter from fieutenant^olomel JLivingfton, with fundry 
ctupics of gencpaf E>clancey's orders, which difcover the 
tneafiire^ the enemy are piirfuing on Long-Ifland for railing 
recniitd Und blitathing fupplies of ptovifions. In confequence 
o^J Ae^inteHigeface'they contain, and authentid advicei 
dirough othcfr channels tefpefting thefe matters, I have fcflt 
brigadter-generaf -George Clinton tb'iru?et general Liiicofij 
^o'has' got als far as Fairfield wiA part of the troops lately 
Ordered by the Mafiachafetts affembly, to concert with hlii 
ftn4' others an expedition acrofs the Sound with thoiO^ 
tr€«)p8, 'three companies under colonel Livingfton, and 
fu<^h fttrther aid a^ governor Trumbull can afford, in order 
to prevent! if pofflble their effcfting thofe important objefts,' 
and to affift the inhabitants in the removal of their flock, 
grain, &c, or in deftroying them, that the enemy may not 
derive any advantage or benefit from them. 

The "recruiting fchcme they are profecuting with uncom- 
mon induftry; nor is it confined to Long-Ifland alone. 
Having jufl now received a letter from the committee of 
W«fl>Cbcfler-county, advifing that there arc'feveral compa-^ 
Btes of men in that and Duchefs-county preparing to go off 
and join the king's army, \ have given direftions to out 
guaifd-boats and the centries at our works at Mount-Wafh- 
ington to keep a ftrlA look-out in cafe they attempt to come 
down the Nbrth-riverj alfo to general Heath at Kingfbridge, 
that the utmoft vigildn<Se may be obferved by the regiments 
and troopa^ Itationed above there and down towards the £afl<» 
rttEcr^ that they may intercdpt them, fhould they take that 
route with a view cif croiBng to Long»Ifland. — ^I will ufe 
every precaution in my power to prevent thofe parricide^ 
irom accomplifhing their defigns : but I have but little hopes 
of fuccefs, as it will be no difficult matter for them to pro* 
f lire a pafiage over fome part or other ol the. Sound. 

Tj . Ihavt 
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I have been applied to lately by colonel Wcedon of Virgi- 
nia, for permiffion to recruit die deficieacy of men in hn re- 
giment out pf the troopa compofing the flying cattp^"^* 
forming me at the famf time: that foaie of thoft from Mary- 
land had offered to engage. Colonel Hand of the rifle bi- 
tallion made a fimilar application to-day. If the enUftmciHi. 
could be made, they wobld have this gopd fopfeqiieflcei-* 
fbe fecurlng of fo many in the fcrvi^^ However, a» d» 
meafure might occafion fome uneaiinefs in their own corpli 
j^nd be conGdered as a hardlhip by the ftatet to which tbey 
belong) and the means of their fumifhing more than A€ 
quota exa£led from them in the general arrangementr ^^ 
would make it more difucult for them to complete tlhetr 
pwn levies, I did not conceive myfelf at liberty to authorife 
it without fubmitiing the propriety of it to the confiderarioo 
of Congirefs, and ot^ta^ning their opinion whether it fhoufit 
be allowed ojr npt^ 

I have inclofed a lift of warrants granted from the fecond 
to the thirtieth ultimo inclufive, thp only return of the fort 
that I have been able to make fince the refolution for fiat 
purpofe,—- owing to ^he unfettled ftate of our affairs, and 
my having fcnt my papers away.— You will alfo receive 
fund^y letters, &c, from general Schuyler, which came un- 
der cover to me, and which I have tjifs honof of forward- 
ing. 

By a letter juft received from the committee ofVafety w 
tjie ftatc of New-Hampfliire, I find a thoufand of their mJ- 
Ijtia were about to march on the twenty-fourth ultimo to re- 
inforce this array in confequence of the requifition of Coo^ 
grefs. Previous to. their march, general Ward writes ibc 
he was obliged to furnifh them with five hundred pounds ci 
powder and a thoufand pounds of mulfcet-ball ; and I have 
little reafon to exped that they are better provided wiA 
other articles than they were with ammunitbn. In fuch cafe 
they will only add to our prefent diflrcfs which is already 
far too great^ and become difgufled With the ferrtoc^ ibooff^ 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OFFICIAL LETTERS. 279 

&e time they are engaged for is only till the firft of Decern* 
Sen — This will injure their enlifting for a longer term, if 
not wholly, prevent it 

By three deferters .who came from the Galatea man-of- 
war about five days ago, we are informeid that feveral tranf- 
ports had (ailed) before they left her, for England, as it was 
generally reported, in order to return with a fupply of pro- 
vifions, of which they fay there is a want. — General Mercer, 
in a letter, informed me that general Thompfon faid he 
had heard they were going to difmifs about a hundred of the 
ihtps froni the fervice. — I am alfo advifed by a letter from 
Mr. Derby at Boflon, of the twenty-fixth ukimo, tfiat, the 
day before, a tr^nfport fnow had been taken and fent into 
Pifcatawa by a privateer, in her pafiage from New* York to 
Ac Weft -Indies. She failed with five more under the con^ 
voy of a man^f-war, in order to bring from^ thence the. 
trdops that ^re there, to join general Howe.— They were all 
victualled for four months. «-;^ From this intelligence it would 
ifeem as if they did not apprehend any thing to be meditating 
againft them by the court of France. 

Offober 3. 1 have nothing in particular to communis 

eate refpeding our fituation, it being much the fame as when 
I wrote laft.'*— We had an alarm this morning a little before 
four o'clock, from fome of our out-centries, who reported 
that a large body of the enemy was advancing towards our 
lines* This put us in motion : however it turned out en* 
tirely premature \ or at leaft we faw nothing of them. 

J have the hppor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sxit| Haerleniy Olfobtr 4, 1776. 

BEFORE I knew of the late refolutions of Congrefs 
Hrhich you did me the honor to inclofe in your letter of the 
twenty-ifourthy and befor9\ I was favored with the vifit of 
your committee, I took the liberty of giving you my fenti* 
lOmiS Ptt feveral points whi<ih fcemed \o be of importance.— 

T 4 I have 
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1 have no dpufet but that the con^njiittec will mak^ fuch re- 
port of the ftatc and condition pf the arnjy, as Vifl. induce 
Coiigrefs to believe that nothing but the mod vigorpiis^ cxcr- 
ti9ns can put oiattcjrs upon fuch a. footing as to give this 
continent a fair profpeft of fuccefs. Give me leave to faj, 
fir, — I fay it with due deference andVefpeft (and njy knowJ 
ledge of the fafls, added to the importancejOf the caufe, and 
the ftal^c I hojcl jii it, miift juttlfy, the freedom),— that yoiur 
affair's are in a more unpromifing way >.han you feem to aj)- 
prehend, . 

Your army, ^s 1 mentioned in my laft, is on the eve 
of its political diflolution. ' True, it is, yoju have votci 
a larger jone in lieji of it : but the feafon is Tate ; * and thcr^ 
is a material, difference between, voting of bat^llions an4 
raifing^ pf men. ' In thc^ latter thej^c are moir(C di^icultiej 
tKan Coneirefs are aw.are of ; wHicli makes it my duty (as I 
l)ave been informed of the "ttreyailing fei^timents ,of this 
ajrmy) to inform diem, t*hat, Unlefs the pay of the. oiBccKb 
especially that of the field-oifficejs, is raifed, the chief ^arit of 
thofe that are worth retaining will leave the fcrvice ajt the 
expiration of the ptefent'term, as the fpldicrs will aUo, « 
(ome greater cncpui;agement is not offere^ them than twenty 
dollars, and a nuridred acres of lapd. 

^ Nothing t^ls^ in .my opinion^ ths^n a fuit of clothes annually, 
^ven to eacTi nb.n-commiflioned officer ^d foldier, in addir 
tion to thp paj and bounty,^ will avail ; and I qucftipn whe- 
ther that will do, as the enemy (ffon^ the intormation of 9ne 
John Mafh, who, with fix others, waa taken by oi^r gi??f(js} 
are giving ten pounds bounty for te'cruits, and have got a 
batallion under major Rogers nearly completed upon Long- 
Ifland. .^ 

Nor will lefs pay, according to my judgment, than, I have 
taken the liberty of mentioning in the inclofed eftimatCi re- 
tain fuch officers as we could witli to have contihiicd. T»f 

difference per month in each batallion will amount to better 

* - ' ' ' . e 

than a hundred pounds. To this may be added the pay ^^[ 

' ' tH 
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tbc ftaf^officers j for it is prefumable they will alfo require 
an augmentation : but, being few in number, the fum will 
not be greatly increafed by them, and confequently is a mat- 
ter, of no great moment : but it is a matter of no fmall im- 
jportance to make th/z feveral offices defirable. When the 
pay and eftablifhment of an officer once become objefts o( 
intercfted attention, the floth, negligence, and even difobe- 
dience of orders, which at this time but too generally prevailj, 
will l?e purged o£F. . But while the fervice is viewed with in- 
diiFerence, — while the officer conceives that he is rather oou- 
ferring than receiv.lng an obligation,-Hr-there will be a total 
relaxation of all order and difcipline, and every thing will 
ipove heavily on, to the great detriment of the fervice, and 
inexpreffible trouble and vexation of the general. 

The critical fituation of our affairs at this time will juftify 
my faying that no time is to be loft in making of fruitlefs^ 
experiments, ,An unavailing trial of a month to get an army 
upion the terms propofed may render it imprafticable to do 
it at all, and prpve fatal to our caufe; as I am not fure whe- 
ther any rubs in the way of our enliftments, or unfavorable 
turn in our affairs, may not prove the means of the enemy 
recruiting men fafter than we do. To this may be added 
the inextricable difficulty of forming one corps out of an- 
other, and arranging, matters with any degree of order, in 
the face of an enemy who are watching for advantages. 

At Cambridge, laft year, where the officers (and more 
tJian a. fufficiency of them) were all upon the fpot, we found 
it a work of fuch extreme difficulty to know their fentimeiits 
(each having fome terms to propofe), that I defpaired once 
of getting the arrangements completed : and J do fuppofe, 
that at leaft a hundred alterations took place before matters 
were finally adjufted. What muft it be then under the 
prefent regulation, where the officer is to negotiate this Aiat;- 
tcr with the ftate he comes from, diftant perhaps two or 
three hundred miles ?— ^fome of whom, without leave or li- 
ceiicc from me, fet out to make perfonal application, the 
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moment the refolve got to their hands. What Itind of ot 
ficers thefe are, I leave Congrefs to judge. 

If an officer of reputation (for none other ihould be ap- 
plied to) is afked to flay, what anfwer can he givCf but in di« 
firft place, that he does not know whether it is at his option 
to do fo, no provifion being made in the refolution of Con- 
grefs, even recommendatory of this meafure 5 confcquchtly, 
that it refts with the Hate, he conies from (furrounded per- 
haps with a variety of applications, and influenced probably 
by local attachments) *to determine whether he can be pro- 
vided for or not ? In the next place, if he is an officer of mc- 
iit, and knows that the ftate he comes from is to fumift 
more batallions than it at prefent has in the fervicci he ViK 
fcarcely, after twp years' faithful fervices, think of continu- 
ing in the r^nk he now bears, when new creations are to 
be made, and men appointed to offices (nowife fuperior \n 
merit, and ignorant perhaps of fcrvice) over his head- A 
committee, fent to the army from eagh ftate, may upon the 
fpot fix things with a degree of propriety and certainty, and 
is the only method I can fee of bringing matters to a deci- 
fion with refpeft to the officers of the army. But what can 
be done in the mean while towards the arrangement in the 
country, I know not. In the one cafe you run the hazard 
of lofing yo;Hrr officers ; in the other, of encountering deJafi 
unlefs (oTf^Q method could be devifed of forwarding both at 
the far^e inftant. 

Uofon the prefent plan, I plainly forefee an intervention of 
time bet^;^^een the old and new army, which mwft be filled up 
*w;th militia (if to be had), with who^ no man vhp has 2nf 
regard for his pwn reputation can undertake to be gnfwet" 
able for confe<j\ienees, I fliall alfo be miftaken in. my coih 
jeftures, if we do not Igfe the mpft valuable ofijcers in thi^ 
army, under the prefect mode of appointing thepi- confi^ 
quently, If we have an army at ^11, it will be copipofcd w 
materials not only entirely raw, but (i£ uncommon pains ar^ 
pot taken) entirely unfit? ^nd I fee fV9h ^ ^iftrwft andjca* 
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Idufy of military power^ that the commander-in-chief has 
not an opportunity, even by recommendation, to give the 
leaft aflurances of reward for the mod eflential fervices. la 
« word, fuch a cloud of perplexing circuniftances appear be- 
fore me, without one flattering hope, that I am thoroughly 
convinced, unlefs the moft vigorous and decifive exertions 
arc immediately adopted to remedy thefe evils, that the cer- 
tain and ahfolute lofs of our liberties will be the inevitable 
confequence j as one unhappy ftroke will throw a powerful 
weight into the fcale againft i;js, enabling general Howe to 
recruit his army as faft as we (hall ours,— numbers being 
difpofed [tojein fern], and many afttially doing fo, already. 
Some of the moft probable remedies, and fuch as experience 
has brought to my more intimate knowledge, I have taken 
the liberty to point out: the reft I beg leave to fubmit to the 
eonfidcration of Congrefs. 

' I aik pardon for taking up fb mucli of their time with my 
crpinions. But I fliould betray that truft which they and my 
cottntry have repofed in me, were I to be Glent upon a mat- 
ter fo cyctremely interefting. — With the moft perfe£l efteem, 
I have the honor to be, &c, G. W. 



Sir, Head-^artersj Haerlem Heights^ 0/??. 5, 1776. 
I WAS laft night honored with your favor of the fe- 
eond with fundry refolutions of Congrefs. * * * 

In refpeft to the exchange of prifoners, I fear it will be a 
work of great difficulty, owing to their difperfed and fcat- 
tcred fituation throughout the ftates. In order to cStCt it, 
I have wrote to the eaftem governments to have them col- 
Jeded, and to tranfmit me an account of their number, diC- 
tingnifliing the names and ranks of the field and commiffion- 
ed officers, and the corps they belong to. I have alfo wrote 
to governor Livingfton of the Jerfeys upon the fubjcft, ani^ 
muft take the liberty of requefting Congrefs to give direc- 
tions that ^ fimilar return may be made of thofe in Pennfyl- 
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▼ania and Maryland^ aAd for their being brought to Briinf- 
wic, that thef may be ready to be exchanged for an e^ 
number of thofe of the fame ranlp. 

I obfervc, by the refolvc of the twenty-fixtji ultimo, that 
tbe exchange h particularly dire£led to be made of tbe of- 
ficers and foldiers taken on Long-Ifland. But iboald not 
that follow the exchange of thoib officers and men who have 
lately returned from Quebec, whofe imprifonroent ha^ bcca 
much longer^ and' whofe fervice ha3 not beeu lefsfevere, anjj 
in many inftances, condu^^ed with great intrepidity^ .1 W 
had many applications fince their arrival, by which thft) 
claim a kind of preference as far as their number and die 
circumftancrs of their rank will a]low» a^d whi<fh I thought it 
my duty to mention, that I may obtain ipme J&rc&.iotk upon 
the fubjeft. 

You will obfcnre by a paragraph of a letter received ycf«» 
tcrday from general Howe, a copy of which you haiicat 
length, that the non-performance of the agreement betwe<;^ 
captain Forder and general Arnold, by which the latter fti-* 
j)u}ated for the return of an equal number of officers and 
prifoners in our hands for thofe delivered him, ig confidered 
in an unfavorable light, and entirely imputed to me, as hav- 
ing the chief command of the armies of the ftates, and a 
controlling power o^cr general Arnold. — ^Thc pointed mafl- 
ncr in which Mr. Howe is pleafed to exprefs himfelf couM 
not perfonally afFeft me, fuppofimg there had been no gooi 
grounds for the treaty not being ratified, having been nothing 
inorc than an inftrument of conveying tphim the refolution* 
formed upon the fubjeft. * * , * 

However I ^ould beg leave to obferve, from the lettem 
from the hoftagcs, — from what has been reported by otbtt^ 
refpe£ling captain Forfter's having ufed his endcaVors to re-- 
ftrain the favages from cxercifing their wonted barbarities 
though in fome inftanccs they did,— his purchafing fome of 
the prifoners for a pretty confiderable premium,— but, above 
^]]^ from the deli(iate nature of fucl^ treaties, audi b«cattfe 
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the tion-obfcrvancc of them mud damp the fphits of the 
officers who make them, and add affli<5lion to the misfortune 
of thofe whom ncceflity and the nature of the cafe force into 
-captivity to give them a fanftion by a long and irkfbme con- 
finement,--^for thefe reafons artd many more that will readily 
occur, I could wifli Cohgrefs to reconfider the matter, an^ 
to carry it into execution. 

I ani fcnfibl6 the wrong was originally iii Aeir employing 
tfzvzges^ and that whatever cruelties were committed by thenk 
Ihould be eftcemed tlleif own afts: yet perhaps, in point of 
policfi it may not be intpfoper to overlook thcfe infradiioiB 
on their part, and to puWue that mode' which will be the 
moft Hikely tb render the ftardfhips incident to war mcfft 
tolerable, and the greateft benefits to the ftate. 

1 have ventured to fay thus much upon the fubjeft from a 
regard to the fervice, and becaufe fuch gentlemen of the 
army as Ihave heard xtiehtion it feem to wiih the treat/ had 
been ratified rather than difalbwed. 

Inclofcd is a lift of vacancies in the third regiment of Vir- 
ginia troops, in part occafioned by the death of major Leitch 
who died of his wounds on tuefday morning, — ^and of the 
gentlemfen who (land next in regimental order, and who are 
recommended to fucceed to them. — Y014 will obferre that 
captain J6hn Fitzgerald is faid to be appointed to the duty 
bf xtiajbt. ThiJj I have done in-order, being the oldeft 
captain in the regiment, and, I believe, an oSicer of ua- 
excepfibnable; merit, and as it was highly neceiTary at this 
lime to have the corps as well and fully officered as poffibie. 
^-— There is alfo a vacancy in the firft continental batailion 
by the promotion of; lieukenant Clarke to a majority in the 
flying camp, to' which colonel Hand has recommended Wil- 
Kam Pitten to fucceed, as you will perceive by his letter 
inclofed. 

I have taken the liberty to tranfmit a plan for cftablilh- 
ing a corps of engineers, artificers, &c, (ketched out by 
iiplonel Putnam, and which Is prop^f(^d for di'e conaderatton 
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of Congrcfs. How far they may incline to adopt it, or 
whether they may chufe to proceed upon fuch an extenfive 
fcale, they will be pleafed to determine. However, I con- 
ceive it a matter well worthy of their confideration, being 
convinced from experience, and from Ae reafons fuggefted 
by colonel Putnam who has aded with great diligence and 
reputation in the bufinefs, that fome eilabliihment of die 
fort is highly necefiary, and will be prodtt£bve of the moft 
beneficial confequences. 

If the propoiition is approved by Congrefs, I am informed 
by good authority that there is a gentleman in Virginia, in 
the colony fervice, John Stadler, efquire, a native of Ger- 
many, whofe abilities in this way are by no means incon&> 
derable. I am told he was an engineer in the army under 
general Stanwix, and is reputed to be of ikill and ingenuity 
in the profef&on. In this capacity I do not know him my- 
felf, but am intimately acquainted with him in his private 
charafier, as a man of underftanding and of good behaTior. 
I would fubmit his merit to the inquiry of Congrefs > and if 
he (hould anfwer the report I have had of him, I make no 
doubt but he will be fuitably provided for. 

The convention of this ftate have lately feized and had 
appraifed two new fliips, valued at fix thoufand two hundred 
and twenty-nine pounds Vork currency, whidi they have fent 
down for the purpofe of finking, and obftrufting the channel 
oppofite Mount-Wafliington. The price being high, and the 
opinions various as to the neceflity of the meafure, fome 
conceiving the obftrudion nearly fufficient already, and 
others that they would render it fecurc, I would wifli to have 
the dire<SHon of Congrefs upon the fubjeft by the earlicft 
opportunity, thinking myfelf, tliat, if the enemy {htnli at- 
tempt to come up, they (hould be ufed, fooner than to hazard 
their paffing. — I muft be governed by circumftances, yet 
hope for their fcniiments before any thing is neceffary to be 
done. 

Suiidry difpi^J;ps having arifcn of late between officers'^ 
^ ' " . different 
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i£fferent regiments and of the fame rank| refped:ing the 
right of fucceffion to fuch vacancies as happen from death 
dr other caufes,— fome fuggefting that it (hould be in a color 
nial line and governed by the priority of their commifllons,-r»- 
Otbers, that it ihould be regimentaliy,'— and there being aa 
inftance now before me, between the officers of the Vir^ 
ginia regiments, occafioned by the death of major Leitch^-r- 
it has become abfolutely neceflary that Congrefs Aould de- 
termine the mode by which promotions are to be i^ulated^ 
*-*whether coloniaUy and by priority of commiillons, or 
regimentally, referving a right out of the general ruj^ they 
adopt, to reward for particular merit, or of wich-holding 
from officd fuch as may not be worthy to fucceed. 

I have only proptffed two modes for their confidteration, 
being fatis&ed that promotions through the line (as they arc 
called) can never take place without producing difcord, jea*- 
loufy> diftrufti and the moft fatal confequences. In (bme of 
my letters upon the fubje£i of promotions, and on^ which 
JLfaad the honor of addrefling to the board of war on the 
thirtieth ultimo, I advifed ,tbat the mode (hould be rather 
pradiifed than refplved on : but I am fully convinced now cf 
the neceiSty there is of fettling it in one of the two ways I 
have taken the liberty to ppint out, and under the reftric- 
tions I have mentioned ; or the difputes and applications wiU 
be endlefs, and attended with great inconveniences* 

I hav^ die honor to be, &c. ' G. W. 



Sir, Head'^iarterSi Heights of Haerlem^ On. 7, 1776, 

I DO myfelf the honor of tranfmitting to you a cop/ 
of a letter from the comte D'Emcry, governor-general of the 
French part of Saint-Domingo, which I received yefterday, 
juid alfo my anfwer, which I have inclofed ^nd left open for 
the confideration of Congrefs, wiftung that it may be fcaled 
if they approve of the fieur De Chambeau's relcafement,^ 
which I think niay be attended with many valuable confe- 

qu'jncqs. ^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



»88 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 



• 



quences. If Congrefs concur in fentiment with me, they 
will be pleafed to give direction for his paffagc by die firft 
cyportunity to the French iflands : if they do not, I (haH be 
obliged by your returning my letter. 

I have alfo the picafure of inclofing a copy of a letter from 
snonfieur P. Pennel, which came to hand laft night, and 
which contains intelligence of an agreeable and intereiting 
nature, for which 1 beg leave to ref^r you to the copy. 
The polite manner in which monfieur Pennel has rcqueftcJ 
to be one of my aides-de-<;amp demand$ my acknowledge 
ments* As the appointment will not be attended with any 
cxpenfe, and will ihew a proper regard for his complaifance 
and the attachment he is pleafed to exprefs for the fervice of 
the American dates, I feali take the liberty of complying 
with his requifition, and tranfmit him a brevet commiffion) 
provided the fame fliall be agreeable t6 Congrefs,-— Their 
fentiments upon this fubjeA you will be kind enough to 
favor me with by the firft opportunity. — ^The' inclofed letter 
for the fieur Dc Chambcau you will pleafe to foiward to hiA 
(if he is to be enlarged) after clofing it. 

Before I conclude, I muft take the liberty to obfervc that I 
am under no fmall difficulties on account 6( the French 
gentlemen that arc here in confequence of the commiffions 
they have received, — ^having no means to employ thcifl, (^ 
to afford them an opportunity of rendering that fcrvtefc 
they themfelves wllh to give, or which perhaps is expcfted 
by the public. Their want of our language is an objeftion 
to their being joined to any of the regiments here at this 
time, were there vacancies, and not other obftacles. Thefc 
confiderations induce me to wifli that Congrefs wotfid adopt 
and point out fome particular mode to be obferved rcfpefting 
them. What it fhould be, they will be beil able to deter- 
mine. But to me it appears that their being here now o^J 
be attended with no valuable confequcnces, and that, as the 
power of appointing officers for the new army is veiled lA 

the conventions^ &c, of die fcveral ftates, it will be neccffary 

for 
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for Congrefs to dire£l them to be provided for In the rtgi- 
liients to be ralfed, accoicding to the ranks they wooM wifli 
them to bear ^ (or I am convinced they will never be taken 
in, let their merit be what it may) ;— or to form them into a 
diilin£t corps which may be ipcreafed in time. They feem 
tb be genteel, fcnfiblc men ; and I have no doubt of their 
making good officers* as foon as they can learn as much of our 
language as to make themfelves well underftood : but, unlefs 
Congrefs interfere by their particular dire£kion to the ftates, . 
they will never be incorporated in any of the regiments tp be 
raifed : arid, without they are, they will be entirely at a lofst 
and in the moft irkfome (ituation, for fomething to do, as 
they now are. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Head-Quarters^ Haerlcm HeighiSy O^f. 8, 1776. 

SINCE I had the honor of writing you yefterday, I 
have been favored with a letter from the honorable council 
of 'Maflachufetts-Bay, covering one from Richard Derby, 
efquire, a copy of which is herewith tranfmitted, as it con^ 
tains intelligence of an important and interefting nature* 
• As an exchange of prifoners is about to take place, I ani 
induced, from a queftion dated in a letter I received from 
governor Trumbull this morning, to afk the- opinion of 
Congrefs, in what manner the ftates that have ijad the care 
of them*are to be reimburfed the expenfes indurred on their 
account. My want of information in this inftance, or 
whether any account is to be fent in wiih the prifoners, 
would not allow me to give him an anfwer, as nothing that 
I recolle£l has ever been faid upon the fubjc£k» — He alfo 
mentions another matter, viz. whether fuch privates as are 
mechanics, and others who may defire to remain with us, 

I fliould be obliged to return.— In rcfpe£t to the latter, I 
conceivethere can be no doubt of our being under a neceffity 

, of returning the whole, a propofition having been made on 
our part for a general exchange, and that agreed to : be« 
Vol. I. . U fides. 
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fide% this balance of prifoncrs 10 greatly againft us; and I 
am informed it was particlilarly ftipulated by gcncTal Mont- 
gomcry) that all thofe that were taken iu Canada (hoald be 
exchanged whenever a carteiwasftttM for th^purpofc 

Under thcfe dttumftances, 1 ihould fuppofe the femal 
committees having the care of them {hould be inftruSed to 
make the moll exa£t returns of the 'whole^ howeter wilHng 
t, part ihould be to continue with • us.. At the fame time I 
ihould think it not improper to inform riiem of the rcafons lead- 
ing to the meafurei and that they ihould be invited to efcapc 
afterwards, which, in all .probability, they may rfeft with- 
out much difficulty if they are attached to us, extending ttcir 
influence to many more, and -bringing them away alfo. 

The fituation of our alTairs and the prefcnt cftabliflimeni 
of the army requiring our moll vigorous exertions to engage 
a new one, I prcfume it will be neceflhry to furnifhthcpay- 
^maftcr-general as early as poflJbie with money to pay the 
bounty, lately rcfolvedo«, to fuch n>en as will eulilt. Proinpt 
pay perhaps may have a happy effeft, and induce the con- 
tinuanice of fome who are here : but, without it, I am cer- 
tain that nothing can be done ; nor have we time to lofe in 
xnak'mg the experiment. But then it may be aiked, who is 
to recruit ? or >vho can conCder thcmfelves as oiHcers for 
that purpofe, till the conventions- of the diiFcreut ftates have 
made the appointments ? 

Yefterday afternoon the exchange between lord Stirling 
and governor Browne was carried into execution j and hi* 
lordfliip is now here. He confirms the intelligence men* 
ttoned by captain Souther, about ^hc tranfport;> he met, bf 
the arrival of the Daphne man-of-war (a twenty-gun fhlp) a 
few days ago, with twelve Ihips under iier couvoyi having 
light-horfe on board. They iiiiled with about twenty in 
each, and loft about eighty in their pafl'age, bcfidcs thofci^ 
theveild taken by captain Soiithcr. — He turrheraddstbathc 
had heard it acknowledged more than once, that, in the adiotJ 
l»f ^e ii::teenth ultimo, the enemy had a hundred men kiHcdi 
2 —about 
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--*aboitt>fixty Highlanders of the forty^fecoml regiment^ and 
forty of the lig^t infantry. This confellion coming from 
themfelves, we may reafonably coaclude^ did not exaggerate 
the number. ♦ ♦ «^ . 

O^ohcr 9, r About eight o'clock this mornings twd 
fhipS) of forty-four guna each (fuppofed to be the Roebuck 
-and Phoenix), and a frigate of twenty guns, with three ^r 
four tenders, got under way from about Bloomingdale where 
they had been lying fome time, and ftood with an txrf 
foutherly breeze towards our chevaux-detfrife, which wc 
hoped Would have intercepted their paflage while our bat- 
teries played jupon them ; but, to pur furprife and mortifica« 
tion, they ran through without the leaft. difficulty > and witb* 
out receiving any apparent damage from our fortSi though 
they kept up a heavy fire froni both fidea^of the river. Their 
(lellination or views cannot be known ^th certainty: but 
moft probably they are fent to (lop the navigation, and cut 
off the fupplies of boards, &C, which we ibould have re* 
ceived, and of which we are in great need* They are (land* 
ing. up) and I have difpatched an exprefs to the convention 
of this ftate, that notice may be immediately communicated 
to general Clinton at the Highland fortifications) to put him 
on his guard in cafe they ihouid have any dqfigns againft 
them, and that precautions may be taken to prevent the 
craft belonging to the river falling into their hands. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G* W* 



SiE, Head-^iartets^ HaerUm Hfigbis^ Oi-h lit i776* 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince my tetter of 
the eighth and ninth inftant which I had the honor of ad- 
dreiling you, nothing of imporuncc hat occurred, except 
that the (hips of war which I then mentioned, in thoir 
pafTage up the river^ took a doop that was at anchor off the 
mouth of Spttendevil) and two of our rovi^gaUies which 
they out-failed. The crews^ finding thatth^jTcould nq^pre* 

U a feint 
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ktut them jEalling into the enemy's hands, ran them »ear the 
Aore, and effe&ed their own efcape. from the intelHgence 
i have received, the. ihips are now lying at Tarrytown, with- 
out having landed any men (which feemed to be apprehended 
by fome )) or attempted any thing elfe«^ Their principal .views, 
in.all probability, are, to interrupt our navigation, and tx> re- 
ceive fuch difafeded perfons as incline to take part agmft 
«s* . The f<mner . they .will efie<^beyond all queftion ; *and 
^iear that their expe&ations refp^ling the lauer will be bat 
tee fully anfwered. 

-'^^Ofiober 12.*— ~Thc inclo&d. copy <rf a kilter recdved laft 
night from the convention, of this: Itate wilt (hew yoa M 
•pprehenfiontthey are under on account of the diraffeded 
among themu — I have ordered up a part of the militia fnom 
the Maflachufetts under general Lincc^, to prevent, If 
poflible, the. confe<{ueBce3 which they fu]^efl: may happen) 
ami which there isreafon to believe the confpirators have in 
oontemplation. I am perfuaded thtat they are upon the eve 
<lf breaking out, and that they will leave nothing un-efiayed 
chat will diftrcft u< and favor the dcfigns of the enemy, as 
fbon as their fchemes are ripe for it* . 
:v.,Oaober ^,3.— — Yefterday the enemy landed at Frog*^ 
Pointy about nine miles from hence, further up the Sound. 
{Their nun^ber we cannot afcertain, as they have not ad- 
vanced from^e point,^— which is a kind of jfland,— but the 
water that f unrounds it is fordaUe at k>w tide. I h(iv€ or- 
dered works to be thrown up at the paiTes from the point to 
the main. From the great number of floops, fchooner^and 
liine (hips, dtat went- up the Sound in the evening, fuHof 
inen,' and fr:Oi» the itiformation of two deferters who came 
Gfvcr laft night, I hafver^fon to believe that the greateftpart 
$tf. Aeir army hi^ moved upwards or is about to do it, par- 
fuiilg their original plan of getting ih our reanri and cutting 
off our (ommuBication with the country. 

. The grounds bom Frog's*Poiat are ftrong and defotfii^* 
being JuUr q£ ftoDcJoKesi .bot^^dongthe road ^od acro& 
'> I ■ ' ^ ^ ' th« 
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.'the, adjacent fields, which will render it diflicult forartUfery, 

^ or indeed a large body of foot, to advance in any tegjal^r 

order, except through the main road. — Qui; men wh<^ syrc 

polled on the pailes feemed to be in great Spirits when I left 

. them laft night, — ^I have the honor to be, &c. . G. W. 



Sir, Head-Quarters, Haerlem Heights, Oa, 1 4, 1 776. 

HIS excellency having gone this morning to vifit oiy: 

polls beyond Kingibridge and the feveral paiTes leading fropi 

. FrogVPoint apd the necks adjacent, I have the honor to iij- 

form you by his comn^and,- that no interefling event h^s 

taken place fince his letter by yefterday's poft. 

£vcry day's intelligence from the convention of this ft^tc 
holds^ forth difcoveries of new plots and of new confpiracies. 
Some of the members fcem to apprehend that infurreftions 
are upon the eve pf breaking out, and have fuggefted the 
ncceffity of feizing and fecuring tbe paffcs through the 
Highlands, left the diflafFe6led fliould do it. Their prefer- 
vation being a matter of the greateft importance, his excel- 
lency, notwithftanding the fituation we are in with tefpe£l 
to troops, has detached colonel Tafli with his regimeiU, 
lately from New-Hampfhire, in addition lo the militia men- 
tioned in his laft, with direflions to receive orders from the 
convention, as to the ftation and pofts he is to occupy. 

There are now in our pofleftion feveral perfons, inhabitants 
of this ftate, who had engaged to join the enemy, and were 
intercepted in going to them. There are alfo two who con- 
fefs they have been with them, and that they had a£luai]y 
engaged in their fervicej but, finding the terms (the bounty, 
pay, &c,) not fo iKlvantageous as they expedted fron) the in- 
formation they had received, they were induced to return. — ► 
As the afiairs of this government are in a precarious fituation, 
and fuch as, the convention themfelves feem to think, forbid 
'^their interpofition farther than taking meafures to apprehend 
them, his excellency would wifli to obtain the fentiments.qf 
U 3 Congrefs, 
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Congrefs, and their dircftioi^ upon a fubjeft fo extremely 
i^ittcal and delicatei and which, in t^c cpnGdcration of it, 
involves many important confequences. 

Your favor of the ninth, with its fevcral inclpfures, his 
ciccellency received yeftcrday morning by the exprcfs, who 
proceeded immediately on his journey. 

O^obir 17.— —I am direfled by his excellency to ac- 
quaint you that we are again obliged to change our difpofi- 
tion, to counteraft the operations of the enemy. Declining 
an attack upon our front, they have drawn the main body 
of their army to Frog*s-Point, with a defign of hemming us 
In, and drawing a line in our rear. To prevent the oonfc- 
quentes which would but too probably follow the execution 
of their fcheme, the general officers determined yeftcrday 
that our forces muft be taken from hence, and extended 
towards Eaft and Weft Chefter, fo as to out-flank them. 
General Lee, who arrived on monday, has ftrongly urged 
the abfolute neceffity of the meafure. It is propofed to leave 
a garrifon at Fort-Wa(hington, and to maintain it if pofiible, 
in order to prcferve the communication with the Jerfeys.— 
They arc landing their artillery and waggons upon the 
point ; and there are now fevcral boats palling up the Sound, 
full of men. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrison. 

P. S. The poft having not come in fincc funday, till to- 
day, has been the occaGon of not writing to jou fince that 
time. He was expedled as ufual \ which prevented an es« 
prefs being fent* 



Sir, Haerlem Hiigh% Gather x8, 1776. 

I WAS yeftcrday morning honored with your favor 
of the fifteenth, with the refolutions of the eleventh and four* 
teenth. The latter, by which Congrefs have authorifcd me 
to appoint monfieur Pennel a brevet aide-de-camp, ciaiiDsa 
return of my acknowledgments* 

y Google 
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Laft night I recetvcd a letter from Mr. Varick, fccretary 
to general ♦Schuyler, inclofing a copy of one from ^neral 
Arnold to general Gates. The intelligence trarrfmitted by 
general Arnold being of an extremely in^erefting and inv 
portant nature, I thought it advkable to forwaid the fame 
imniediately by exprefs. You have a copy herewith, M'hith 
contains the particulars^ and to which I beg leave to refer 
you. * 

The accounts tran&nitted yeftcrday by poft will inform 
you of the movements of the enemy, and of the meafures 
judged necefliiry to be purfued by us, to counteraft their 
defigns. I have npthing to add on this head^ except that ten 
or eleven {hips, which have been prevented pafling Hell-gatc 
for two or three days for want of wind, arc now under way, 
and proceeding up the Sound. Amongft them there appear 
to be two frigates: the reft probably have in ftores, &c. 

Inclofed is axopy of the laft general return I have been 
able to obtain. It only comes down to the fifth inftant : the 
(ituation of our affairs, and the almoft conftant. necefliiy of 
fending detachments from one place to another to watch the 
enemy's motions, have prevented tlie officers from making 
them with regularity. 

I have the honor to bci &c. G^ W« 



KtnfjhnJge^ O^ober 20, 1776, half afier me o^chcky P. Af» 

Sir, 

I HAVE^ i$ in command. froAi hi« excellency to tranf- 
mit you the inclofed copies of difpatches which juft now 
came to hand, and which contain intelligence of the moft 
interefting and important nature refpefting our affairs in tlie 
northern <iepartment. His CKccllency wc^uld have wrote hwn- 
lel^ but was going to our feveral pofts, when the exprefs 
arrived. 

The enemy are purfuing with great indiiflry their plan of 
fienet^ating the country from the Sound, and of forming « 

U 4 line 
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line in our rean . They ^re now extended from JFrog's-Pdint 
to New-Rochclle, from whence it is generally conjeftured 
they mean to take their route by way of die White-Plains, 
and from thence to draw a line to the North-river. We on 
our part have drawn our whole force, except the regiments 
intended to garrifon Fort-Wafhington, from the ifland of 
New- York, and have pofleffed ourfelves of the heights, 
pafles, and advantageous grounds, between New-Rochcllc 
where the van of their army now lies, and the North-river. 
— They will in all probability attempt to effcft their purpofe 
by moving higher up* If they do, our forces will move ac- 
cordingly, it being a principal obje£l: to prevent their out- 
flanking us. 

On friday,one of their advanced parties, neat Eaft Cheftcr, 
fell in with part of colonel Glover's brigade, and a fmart and 
clofe (kirmiOi enfued, in which, I have the pleafure to in- 
form you,^ our men behaved with great coolnefs and intre- 
pidity, and drove the" enemy back to their main body. 

I have the honor to be, &c, R. H. Harrison. 



^ Sir, Head'^^arters^ Falentim*s Hilly Oil. 21, 1776. 

HIS excellency being abfent on a vifit to the feveral 
pofts on the left of our lines arid at the White-Plains, I have 
the honor to inform yo\i, by jthe favor of colonel Whipple, 
that, fmce my letter of ycfterday, no event of importance 
has occurred. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrisok. 



To the Board of JVar. 

GentlemeK, Camp on Valentines Hilly OB. 22, 1 77^' 

I AM direfted by his excellency whofe bufincfs has 

called Jiim from hence, to acknowledge his receipt of your 

favors of the twelfth and fifteenth inftant, and to inform you 

VOL anfwer to the firft, that he will mention the cafe of the 

Frcnoh 
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French gentlemen to general Lee, and obtaka his opinioa 
as to the beft mode of providing for them in a ufeful way, 
Tlie horfes belonging to the light dragoons who were tak^n^ 
he thinks, will be very ferviceablej and he will write to 
general Ward or one of the agents to purchafe them. - 

In refpecSl to your requifition for an immediate return of 
ordnance ftores, his excellency fays it cannot poffibly be 
complied with in the prefent unfettled ftate of the army. 
In order to effe£t the good purpofes you have in view, he 
-would take ihc liberty to recommend the eftabiifliing of 
magazines of ammunition and oth«r ordnance (lores in pro- 
per, places o( fecurity, from whence fupplies could be oc- 
cafionally drawn. , As large quantities are conftantly in de- 
mand in time of war, he does not conceive your provifion in 
thefe inftances can, be too great. 

He will dire£l the regimental returns in future to include 
arms and accoutrements, and the commiiTary-general to 
tranfmit monthly lifts of rations. He thinks the regulation 
extremely proper, though he apprehends the information to 
be premature refpefting the over-quantity fuggefted to have 
been drawn, having heard no fufpicion of the fort in tbi& 
Jirmy of late. 

I have the honor to be, &c, R.H.Harrison. 



Sir, Head'^artersy White-Plains^ 0^1. 25, 1776, 

THE whole of our army is now here and on the 
neighboring heights, except the troop^ left at Mount-Waih- 
ington and Kingfbridge (about fourteen hundred at the for- 
mer, and fix hundred at the latter), and general Lee's divi* 
fion which now forms the rear, and which is on their march* 
Our removal, and that of the ftores, have been attendc4 
with a great deal of trouble, owing to the fcarcity and diffi- 
culty of procuring waggons. -However, they are neatly 
cflFe£led, and without any lofs.— The general officers arc 

' now 
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now reconnoitring the fcr^ral pafTcs leading from the enemy, 
thiit die moft important may be immediately fecured. — • 
The (ituation of their army remains nearly the fame as whea 
I had the honor of addreffing you on the twenty-firft inftant. 
It differs i? nothing unlefs it is that their main body is more 
collefted about New^Rochelle. A few of their troops are 
extended as far as Momarioneck. 

On monday night a detachment of our men, under the 
command of colonel Hazlet, was fent out to furprife and 
cut off major Rogers, if polTible, with his regiment which 
was ported there. By fome accident or ojher the expedition 
did not fuccccd fo well as I could have wiflied. However our 
advanced party, led on by major Greene of the firft Virginia 
regiment, fell in with their out-guard, and brought off 
thirty.fix prifoners, fixry mufkets, and fome blankets. The 
number killed is not certainly known : but it is reported by 
an officer who was there, tnat he counted about twenty-five 
— Our lofs, two killed, and ten or twelve wounded ; among 
the latter, major Greene, whofe recovery is very doubtful. 

On wednefday there was alfo a fmart (kirmifh between a 
party of colonel Hand's riflemen, — about two hundred and 
forty,— and nearly the fame number of Heflian chafTeun?, 
in which the latter were put to the rout. Our men buried 
ten of them on ^^the field, and took two prifoners, one badly 
wounded. We fufiained no other lofs thau having one lad 
wounded, fuppofed mortally. '' 

The (hips of war that arc in the North*river fell down, 
yefterday morning or tlie evening before, to i)obbs*s ferry, 
to prevent our bringing (lores from below by water, and the 
removal of thofe that arc landed there. As foon as the 
waggons, employed in bringing the baggage and (lores of 
general Lec*s divifion, arc difengaged, they will be imme- 
diately fent to affift thofe already there to remove thera. 
. On faturday night we had the misfortune to lofe one of 
tlw new (Inps intended to be funk for obftrufting tlie chan* 
aeL She parted her cables in a fevcre fquall, when properly 
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ballalled, and bilged as foon as flic Rruck tlic fliore. The 
other fliip was funk well; and ycflerday morning two brigs^ 
both ready, were fent down for the fame purpofc* 

About two o^clock thfs afternoon, intelligence was brought 
to liead- quarters that three or four detachments of the ene- 
my were on their march, and had advanced within about 
four miles of this place. It has been fully confirmed fincc 
by a variety of perfons who Have been out to reconnoitre— 
Their number cannot be afcertaincd: but it is generally 
conjectured that the detachments are or will be fucceeded 
by as many columns compofing their main body.— Our drums 
have beat to arms, and the men are ordered to tlteir fcveral 
pofts.— Mod probably Ibme important event is upon the eve 
of taking place : I hope it will be viSory in favor of our arms* 
*— Geheral Lee, with his divifion, has not got up ; but I hear 
he is on his march. 

Experiment having proved it difficuh, if not impoflible^ 
to prevent the enemy from poffcffing the navigation of the 
North-river, and rendering the communication and inter- 
courfe between tlie dates divided by it extremely hazardous 
and precarious by means of their fliips of war, it has be- 
come a matter of important confideration how to remedy 
the evil, and to guard againft the confequences which may 
rcfult from it. I am charged by his excellency to mention 
it to Congrefs as a matter that has employed much of his 
thought, and that*fecm8 worthy of their mod fcrious atten- 
tion. He has communicated it to feveral of the general and 
other oiScers, and to many gentlemen of fenfe and difcern- 
ment, who all agree with him, not only upon the propriety 
but the abfolute ncccflity that two diftinft armies (hould be 
formed,— one to aft particularly in the dates which lie on the 
eaft, the other in thofe that are on the fouth of the river ; — 
the whole however to be raifed on a general plan, and not 
to be confined to any particular place by the terms of cnlift- 
mcnt. Thefe matters, — the apparent difficulty and perhaps 
imprafticability of fuccours being thrown acrofs the river 

while 
y Google 



Digitized by* 



3a> GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 

while the enemy can command it, — hare indwcsd hb excel- 
lency to fttbmit the meafwe to theif confideration^ not know- 
ing how their operations may be dtrefted, and forefeeing^ 
that innumerable evils may arife if a refpeftable force is not 
appointed to oppofe their arms whcrefoever they arc car- 
ikd» — I have the honor to be> in great haftc, &c. 

R H. Harrison. 



SlR> ' fVhite^PlainSy Oaoker 2^ 1776. 

THE fituation of our afiaiars not permitting his ex- 
ccScBcy to write himfelf, I hayc it m charge to inform ywi^ 
diat^ on yefterday morning about ten o'^clock, the enemy ap- 
f«sured in feyeral brge columns in our front, and, from tl^ 
firft movements,, feemed as if they meant an attacl^ Acre. 
However, halting for a little tia9)e> their main body fifed off 
to otur left,, and prefently began a moft fevcre and inct&nt 
caononade at a paart of oi»r troops who had taken poft on a 
tSiy with a v«w of throwing up fomc lines. At the fame 
time tkey advanced in two divifians, and, after a fmart e&- 
gs^mertt for about a qiiarter of an hour, obliged our ma 
ter give way. 

Ottf lofs is not certainly known ; but, from conjeilurc, is 
ictween four and five hundred in killed, wounded, and miff' 
lag.. — ^What theirs was, we have not heard. 

After gai?mng the hill (upon which they are intrenching)* 
and: leaving a fuficient number of men and artillery to pre- 
vent our repoiiefling it> they proceeded to advance by our 
left 'f and, as far as I can difcover, their pofts or encamp- 
aacnts now form nearly a femicirdc. It is evident their de- 
Cg« is to get in our tear according to their original pJa«*"^ 
•Hvery meafurc is taking to prevent thetn : but the removal 
irf our feaggage, &c„ is attended with infinite difficulty ^ 
delays* - . • 

Our poft, from its fituatkor, is not fo advantagco*^ «» 
cOiUld he wifhed, and was only intended as temponrj^ 
cccafional, till the ftorc^ belonging to the army^ SjWch.#^ 
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been depoGted here, ccnild be removed. The enemy com- 
ing oa to Cuddenly has diftrefied us much. They are now 
dofie at hand, and moft probably will^ in a little time com- 
snence their fecond attack : we expeft it every hour :— per- 
haps it is beginning : I hare juft heard the report of fomc 
cannon.— I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrisok. 



• Sir, ' fVhitC'Plainsy O^nber 31^ 1776. 

SINCE I had the honor of addrefling yo« on the 
twenty-ninth inftant, no event of importance has occurreiJ. 
The feiiemy ar^ throwing up fome lines and redoubts in oar 
front, ^th a view' of cannonading as foon as they are ready; 
and W the (amc tittite are extending their wings farther by o«tr 
tight and left.- It is fuppofcd that one of* their ob}ea:s-is t«i 
advance a part of their troops, and fcizc on the bridge over 
Croton river, that the (Communication may be cut off with 
the tpper country. To prevent this, a part of our force is 
detachedj with orders to proceed with the utmoft cxpeditioir, 
and to fecure the pafe if pcrfTible. 

• We are trying to remove, to guard againft their defignsi 
but are greatly impeded by reafon of the fcarcity of Uraggool 
in proportion to our baggage and (lores. Every exerdon 
has been emplbyed to obtain a fufficiency 9 but they can-^ 
not be-had in this part of the country. The quarter-mailer 
has ferit to Connedttcut to get a fopply if poffibie. 

Our army is decreafing faft. Several gentlemen, who 
have come to camp within a few days, have obferved large 
numbers of militia returning home on the different roadsl 
nor are any meafures taken as yet to raife the new armyt 
no commiiEons having come from the flates to appoint or 
figntfy the nomination of their officers. If this was done, 
j^erhaps many who are now here might be induced to en- 
gage : but at prefent there are none a^ithorifed to recruit. 

His excellency would have wrote- himfelf by the perfon 
who carries this (to tlie care of general Greene} ; but his at- 
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tentkvii U tot9t\\y engaged in ordering the affilirs of the army> 
and the bed mode for its temovaL 
I have the honor to be^ iic. R^ H*^ HARRuoh. 



I AM diretfted by his excellem.y to acknowledge bis 
lecctpt of your favor of the twenty-eighth ultimo which came 
CO hand yeftcrday evening, and to tranfmit you a copy of the 
letter I had the Iionor of writing you by the Bgfton exprcfg 
by Us command* Had the exprefi> been cliarged with no 
other Ittter, the lo& would not have been attended with any 
material injury to U8> or advantage to the eHcmy, provided it 
ftould come to their hands : but there ^vere others froiji bis 
excellency) of a very imeieiUng nature, the mifcarriagc o( 
ivhich gives him much concern. As the bundle was (aken 
2way in £b fudden and fecret a manner^ I fear there ia but 
Kttle hope of recovering it, — ^bcing done nwil probably for 
the cxprefs purpofe of furuiftiing the enemy virith intelligence, 
and a (late q^ our army. Befides his excellency's letters, tk 
.moft material of which was to Mr. Rutlcdgc> there were five 
(ur fix more from the gentlemen of his family. 

My letters of the twenty-ninth and of yefterday, whicKl 
had the honor of addreihag you, will giye a pretty full ai^ 
count of our fituatioii, and of every matter refpcding this 
army antecedent to this date. I only omitted to mention 
that we have taken thirteen of the Waldeckers, and tluti k^ 
feveral days pad, our icouiing panic* have brought in otiei 
U^Oy or three prifoners. In addition to thefc, we have every 
day a deferter or two. 

About fix o'clock tliis morning, a meffcngcr arrived ftom 
lord Stirlinff (who is wi^b his brigade between twaandthre* 
miles from White-Plains, on our right, and rather neater 
the North-river) with intelligence that the enemy were ad* 
Tancing towards him in two columns. This iufoim^t*^'* 
has carried l^s excellency and aides out^ The reftt't ofthtis 
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movement I have not heard : bat mod likely they arc pur- 
fuing their original defign of getting by our flanks and fciz- 
ing the heights above us. Kvery precaution' is taking to 
prevent thenii and to hurry away our ilorcb to a more inte- 
rior part of the coumry. 
/L have the honor to be, &€• R. H. Harriso#- 

p. S. His excellency has jull returned, and fays the alarm 
M'as premature. It arofe from fomc of lord Stirling's advanced 
guards feeing abody of our men who had been ordered to rein- 
force hini, who were fuppofed to be the enemy. His excellen- 
cy is very appiehenfive that the army will be greatly diftrcfied 
for want of provinon, particularly iil the article of flour, 
owing to the water- conveyance^ both in the North and £aft 
jrivcr> being in the enemy's pofleffion^. He has wrote to the 
convention of this (late, and dirciSted Mr. Trumbull, that 
tibelr utmoft exertions in this inftance may be ufed. ' There 
is a good deal of flour on the Jerfey fide : but there is n6 
other way to get it, but by carting and ferrying it over to 
Pcekfltill. This I have wrote to general Greene to have 
4one, by his cxctjllcncy's diredion. 



S I E, fVhlU' Plains^ Ntivtmber 3, 1776. 

BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to 
inform you that our fituation is nearly the fame as when I 
had the pleafure of writing you laft. It is altered in no in- 
ftance, unlefs in the number of ogr troops, which is ^very 
day decreafing by their mod; fcandalous dcfertion and re- 
turn home. The inclofed letter from j»enera] Parfons, who 
is ftationed near the Saw-pits, and which his excellency di- 
reftcd me to tranfmit, will inform yoU of the prevalency of 
this difgraceful piadicc. 
I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Harrisoji, 
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To the Board of War. 

Gentlemen, White-Plainsy November j^^ ^776- 

BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to 
acknowledge his receipt of your favor of the twcntyrfourtk ul* 
timo, and to inform you -chat he cfteems the plan you pro- 
pofe to lay before Congr^fs, for preventing more rations bc^ 
ing drawn than may be due> well calculated to anfw^r the 
end. That refpe£ling the ficjc feems to him not entirely 
perfe£i. The captains or commanders of companies are 
prohibited from drawing pay for fuch fick as may be dif- 
charged from the hofpitals as unfit for fervice. I^ during 
their flay, and before it can be known whether their pafe 
will or will not admit of their return,, it ihould become ne* 
ceffary to make up a regimental pay-abftraft, in what maii»> 
ner are the officers to make up their rolls ? are they to in- 
clude the fick, or not ? 

As this is a cafe which may and muft of neceffity fre- 
quently happen, it appears to his excellency -that the intend- 
ed regulations fhould be more general, and rellrain the of- 
ficers from including in their pay-abflrafts or rolls all the 
fick they fend to the hofpitals, and the pay due 'em previ- 
ous to their going. In fuch eafe, thofe who are difcharged 
as unfit for fervice may receive their pay as intended \ 
and thofe who return to duty can obtain what was due to 
them when, the regiment was paid, by applying to the pay- 
tnafter with the officer and furgeon's certificates, or be in- 
cluded in a fubfequent abftraft. The inconveniences and 
abufes which are defigned to be remedied by thefe regula- 
tions, his excellency does not apprehend to arifc fo much 
from neceffity (as incident to the nature of armies), as from 
the imperfe£l inftitution of the f refent, and the great mix- 
ture and dlverfity of troops compofing it, and alfo from the 
inattention of the officers. * * * 

The defencelefs ftate of Pennfylvania, as communicated 
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by the committee of fafe.ty to your honorable body, is a mat- 
ter of much concern to his .excellcncy> which is not a little 
aggravated by the part too many fecm ready to take iii fa- 
vor of the enemy. He trufts) however, the defeftion will be 
too inconfidcrable to threaten any alarming confequences. 

Before the receipt of your letter, his excellency had wrot* 
to the commanding officer of the Virginia regiments at l^ren- 
ton, direfting him to march them forward towards general 
Greene's poll, and there remain under his command tilLfut- 
ther orders, unlefs fpecial inftr*i£lions had been or {hould be 
given to the contrary by Congrefs, or for their particular 
deftination, • , 

Agreeable tQ yoilr requeftj his excellency has confulted 
with general Lee upon the bcft mode for employing the 
French gentlemen, and making them fenriceable. The re- 
sult is that they fhoukl be appointed to regiments by Con-* 
grefs according to the ranks they have been pleafed jto give 
them, and with the fame pay as is allowed other officers in 
fuch cafes. Their want of our language is rather an objec-> 
tion : but it is hoped they will attain a fufficient know- 
ledge of it, ere it be long, to be of great fervicc ; and that^ 
ia the interim, their advice and affiftance in dire£ling of 
works may be of ufe where they may be ftationed. 

With great refpc£k, I have |h« honor to be, 8cc. 

R* H. Harrison. 



Sift, ' WhiterPlains^ Novemher 6, I>76. 

I HAVE th^ honor to inform you that dn ycfterday 
hiorning the. enemy made a fudden and unexpe£ied move- 
ment from (be feveral pofts they had taken in our front* 
They broke up their whole encampments the preceding 
night, and have advanced towards Kingfbridge and the 
I^orth-river. . The defign of this manoeuvre is a matter of 
much coi\J6&ure. and ({peculation, and cannot be accounted 
for with any degree of»ccrtainty. The grounds we had taken 
VQl. 1, X pofleffion 
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pofleflion of were ftrong ^d advantageous, and fuch a$ thcjr 
could not have gained without much lofs of blood in cafe an 
attempt had been made. I had taken every poffible precau- 
tion to prevent their outflanking us ;-*-which may have led 
to the prcfent meafurc. They may ftill have in view their 
original plan, and, by a fudden wheel, try to accomplifh it. 
Detachments are conftantly out to obfervc their motions, and 
to harrafs them as much as poffible. 

In confequence of this nKwement I caHed a council of ge- 
neral officers to-day, to confult of fuch mcafures as fhould 
be adopted in cafe they purfued their retreat to New-York ; 
the refulc of which is herewith tranfmitted. In refped to 
inyfelf, I cannot indulge an idea that general Howe, fap- 
pofing he is going to New- York, means to clofe the cam- 
paign, and to fit down without attempting fomethiag mote. 
1 think it highly prol;>able, and almoft certsun, that he will 
make a defcent with a part of his troops into Jerfey: and, 
as foon as I am fatisfied that the prefent manoeuvre is real 
and not a feint, I (hall ufe every means in my power to for- 
ward a part of our force to counteraft his defigns : nor wtll 
I be difappbinted if he fends a detachment to the fbuthwird 
for the purpofc of making a winter tampaign. 

From the information I have received, there is now a 
number of ttanfports at Red-Hook, with about three lbo«" 
. fend troops on board. Their deftination, as given out, iy to 
Rhode-Ifland: but this fqcms altogether improbable for va- 
rious reafons •, among others, the feafon is much againft it* 
In the fouthern dates they will 'find it milder, and much 
nriore favorable ibr. their purpoties. I {ball take the liberty ; 
of mentioning that it may not be improper to fuggcft * 
probability of fuch a meafurc to the afiemblies and confen- 1 
t{ons in t^ofe ftates, that they may be on th^ gufird,-r«"d i 
the propriet| of theineftaUiiking and laying up magazine ^ 
provifions and other ncceflSiries in fui^able places. 10^*' 
matter of exceexling impostancc> an4 what i^tmiot N ^ 
muck attended tQ» ' ' ^ 
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f'roiii the apprdichiii^ diflblutioft of the army, and the de- 
|)arture of the new levies which xs oh the eve of taking places 
ind the little ptofpeft of levying a new one in time, 1 have 
wrote to the eaftem ftatcs by the Unanimous advice of the 
g^eral dfficers, to forward fuppUes of nfiilitia in the room of 
thofe that are now here, jfnd who, it is feared, will not be 
prevailed on to ftay anjr longer than the time they are en- 
gaged fo^. The propriety of this application, I fruft, will 
appear, When it is known that not a fingle oiBcer is yet com^ 
xnUSoned to refcruit, and When it is confidered how eflcntial 
it is to keep u ji fome (hew of force and fhadcrw of an army. 

I expe£k the enemy will bend their force againft Fort-? 
Wafliington, and inveft it immediately. Frofh foinc advices, 
it is an bbje& that will attra£i their earlieft attentidn. 

I am hslppy to inform you, that, in the engagement oii 
ixionday fe'nnight, I have reafon to believe our loR was hf 
Ho means fo confiderable as was t'onjefttit^d at firft. By 
fome defetters and prifoners We are told^ th^ of the enemy 
Was tolerably gteat : forhe accounts make it about foiir hun-^ 
dted in killed and wounded i all agree that among the former 
tbete Was H colonel Carr c^ the thirty-^fifth regiment. 

fhe force th^t will be fent to jerfey aftct I am fatisficd of 
Mr. Howe's retreat, in riddition tp thofe now tfaerej accord- 
ing to my prefent opiniodj will inake it neceflary for me to 
go with thethi to put things ii^ a proper channel, and fuch ^ 
Way of defetii^e as fhall ttctn tnoft probable to check the pro-^ 
grefs of the enemy, in cafe they (hould attempt a defcent 
there, or a move toward Philadelphia* 

I have the honor to be, &€• d Wa 



io the Board of f^an 

GtmttziAWi PFhiterPlains, ^ovemher 8, 1776^ 

I HAVE' been favored with yours of the thitty-firft 
ultimo, by mooficur Laytaniac, and mwft take the liberty of 
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referring you to my former letters upon the fubjeft of pro- 
viding for the French gentlemen who {hall incline to enter 
the fervicc of the ftates. To me it appekrs that one of two 
modes mud be adopted : they mud either be appointed to 
places in fome of the regiments, or formed into a diftindi 
corps. The former was advifed as the moft eligible in re* 
fpeft to the gentlemen who were here before. It requires 
time to form an accurate opinion of the merits of an officer j 
and the prefent fituation of the army will not allow, me tot 
pay a particular attention to monfieur LaytaniaCi or fuch tio- 
tice as he may wiih to receive, or I to give : nor is there any: 
way of making his flay here agreeable. 

I have the honor to be^ 3fc. G, W. 



Sir, fVhlte-Plalns^ November 9, 1776- 

1 HAVE the honor to tranfmit you* a copy of a letter 
from general Gates to general Schuyler, and of andther 
paper containing intelligence refpe£ling the northern army 
and the Htuation of the enemy in that department. They 
this minute came to hand \ and to them I beg leave ta refer 
you for particulars* 

By cvef y information I can obtain, and the accounts I had 
lad night by two deferters who were ^ery intelligent and 
particular, general Howe ftill has in view an expedition to 
the Jerfeys, and is preparing for it with the greateft induftry. 
I have detached the firft diviffon of our troops which was 
thought neceflary to be fent, and which I hope will crois 
the river at Peekfkill to-day.. The fecond, I expefl:, will 
all march this evening ; and to-morrow morning I propofc 
to follow myfelf, iil order to put things in the beft train I 
can, and to give him every poffible oppofition.— I hope 
(when the two divifions arrive, and are joined to fuch other 
force as I expcdt to'coUeft) to check his progr^efs and pre- 
vent hipi frotti peiietratipg any diftance from the river, if 

not 
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not to oblige him to return immediately with fome lofs. 
Whatever is in my powfcr to effeft, ihall be done. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Peek/klllf November 1 1, 1776. 

I HAVE only time to acknowledge the honor of your 
letter of the fifth ihftaht, and its feveral inclofures, and to 
inform you, that, agreeable to the refolves of Congrefs, I 
jQiall ufe every meafure in my power that the moving and 
prefeiit confufed ftate of the army will admit of, to appoint 
officers for recruiting. 

You will have been advifed, before this, of the arrival of 
commifTioners from the Maflachufetts. Others have come 
from Connefticut : but, from the prefent appearance of 
things, we feem but little if any Jiearer to levying an army. 
I had anticipated the refolve refpefting the militia, by writ- 
ing to the eaftern dates -and to the Jerfey, by the advice of 
my general officers, and from a confcioufneft of the necef- 
fity of getting in a number of men if poffible, to keep up the 
appearance of an army. How my applications will fucceed, 
the event muft determine. I have little or no reafon to ex- 
peft that the militia 'how here will remain a day longer than 
the time they firft engaged 'for. I have recommended their 
ftay, and requefted it in general orders. General Lincoln 
and the Maflachufetts commiffioners are ufnig their intereft 
with thofe from that (late t but, as far as I can judge, we 
cannot rely on their ftaying. "* 

I left White-Plains about eleven o'clock yefterday j— all 
peace then. The enemy appeared to be preparing for their 
expedition to Jerfey according to every information. What 
their defigns are, or whether their prefent conduft is not a 
ftint, I cannot determine. 

The Maryland and Virginia troops under lord Stirling 
have crofled the river, as have part of thofe from the Jerfey : 
the remainder are now embarking- The troops, judged ne-» 
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ceflary to fecufc the feveral pojljts through the Highlanik^ 
have alfo got up. I am going ^o examine the pailes, ait4 

.4ire£i (uqh works as m^y appear nece^ary^ ^hax which, 
and making the beft difpofition I can of things in this quar^ 
jcr, I intend to proceed to Jerfey, which I ^xpp& to do to^ 
monrow* 

The afie^bUes pf Ma^achu&tt^ and Coni^effticut, tp in^ 
^ttce their men moye readily to engage in the fenricc^ hav^ 
voted an advance pay pf twenty (hillings per fiionth, in ad- 

. dition to that allowed by the Congrefs ^o pr|yate?. It piay 

: perhaps be the means pf their levying the quotas exa€b<ed 
froni them fooner than they could othjerwife have been rait- 
ed: but I am of opinion^ a more fata^^and miftaken policy 
could not have entered their pppncils, or one more detri- 

; ifnenta} tp the general caufe. The influeijce of the vote 
.will become cpntinefital, and materially affed the othef 
ilates in piaking qp their levies. If they could do it, I ain 
certain, when the troops come tp aft together, that je^doufy^ 

- impatience aii4 mutiny, wQuld nejceffarily arife. A differ- 
ent pay cannot exift in the fame army. The reafops are ob- 
yious, and experience h^s proved their force in t|ie cafe of 
the eaftem ai>d fouthern troops lad fpring« Senfible of this^ 
lind of the pernicious confcqucnces that would inevitably rc^ 
jfult from the advance, I have prevented the commiffioncrs 
froni proceeding or publifhing their terms till they coul4 
obtain the fen|e of Congrefs upon the fub}e£b, and renxon- 
ilrated againft it in a letter tp governor Trumbull. I acr^ 
not Gngular in ppinion ; I have the concurrence of all t^^ 
general officers, of its fatal tendency. 
' J congratulate you smd Cpngrpfs upoti the nevfs froni^ 

. Ticonderoga, and that genera} Carleton and his army haT^ 
been obliged to return to Canada without attempting anj 
Jhing. * 
J ^yc th< bpnor to be, &Cf g. W^ 



Digitized by LjOO^ iC 



OFFICIAJ. LETTERS. 311 

• • 

Sir, General Greeners ^arters^ Nev^ 14, lyyiS. 

I HAVE the honor to iafoifm you of mj arriv«I here 
ycfterday, and that the whole of the Crpopi belonging to the 
ftates, which lay fouth of HudfonVriveri aad which were in 
New-Jfork government, have paflcd over to this fide,.€xc^jft 
the regiment, lately colonel SmaUwood's, which I expe£t is 
now on their march. 

That they may be ready to check any incurfions the 
enemy may attempt in this neighborhood, I intend to 
quarter them at Bruufwic, Amboy, Elisabethtown, Newark, 
, and about this place, unlefs Congrefs Ihould conceive it ne- 
ceflary for any. of them to be ftationed at or more contigu- 
ous to Philadelphia* In fuch cafe they will be pieafed to 
fignify their pleafurp* There will be very few of them after 
the departure of thofe who were engaged for the flying 
camp, which is faft approaching. The difpofition I hav^ 
mentioned leems to me w^U calculated for the end propofed^ 
and alio for their accomim>dation. 

The movements and.defigns of the enemy are not yet un»- 
derftood. Various are the opinions and reports on this head. 
From every information, the whole have removed from 
Dobbs's ferry towards Kinglbridge ; and it feems to be gene- 
rally believed on all h^ds, that the invefting of Fort-Wafli^ 
ington is one object they have in view : but that can em<; 
ploy but a fmall pare of dieir force. Whether they intend a 
fouthem expedition, muf^ be determined by lime : to mc 
there appears a probability of it, which feems to be favored 
by the idyiccs we have that many tranfports are woodii^ 
and watosring. General Oreene's letter would give you the 
£ub(lance of the intelligence brought by Mr. Merfereaiv 
"" from Staten-Ifland in this inftance, which he fpceived before; 
it came to m.e^ 

Inclofed you have copies of two letters from genera)? 
Howe, and of my anfwer to the firft of them. The Ictti^ 
l^ded to^ and returned in his laft, was on^ fn^n^ /nyfeif to» 
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Mrs. WaOiington, of the twenty-fifth ultimo, from whence 
I conclude that all the letters which went by the Bofton ex- 
prefs have come to his ^oflfeflron. You will alfo perceive 
that general Howe has recjqcfted die return of Peter Jaclc, 
a fen'ant to maj6r Stewart, to which I have confented, as he 
was not In the militSty line, and the requifition agreeable. to 
the cuftom of war. This fcrvant having been fcnt to Philadel- 
phia with the Waldeckers and other prifbners, I muft requeft 
tl^c fftvpr of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by 
the earlieft oppqrtunity, in order that ho may be returned tP 
his mafter. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave not only t50 Ibggeft but to 
urge the neocflity of increaflng our field artillery very confidcr'^ 
ably. Experience has convinced me, as it has every gen- 
tleman of difcernment in this army, that, while we remain 
fo much inferior to the enemy in this inftance, we muft 
carry on the war under rhfinite difadvantages, and without 
the fmallcft probability of fuoceft. It has been peculiarly 
owing to the fituation of the country where their operations 
have been condufted,' and to the rough and ftrong groundsi 
we ppffcflcd outfclves of, and over which they had to pafSj, 
that they havct not tarried their arms, by means of their ar-r 
tillery, to a much greater extent* When thefe difflcuhles^ 
ceafe by changing the fcene of aftion to a levci champaign 
country, die wp^ft of confcquences are to be apprehended^ 
I- would therefore, with the concurrence of aB the offiters 
whom I have fppken to upon the fabjeft^ fubmit to the confi-s 
{deration of Gongre^ whether immediate meafures ought not 
to be taken f<>|r procuring a refpedlable train. 

It is agreed on all hai^ds that each batallion fhould be ftir-. 
niflied at leaft witli twp pieces, and that a fmaHer number 
ijian a hundred ^f three pounds, fifty of fix pounds, and 
fifty <^ twelve pounds, Oppujid not be provicied, in addition 
to thofe we now have. Befi^^s thefe, if fopie eighteen 
andtwcnty-four-poupders are ordered, the train will be more 
V -rviecsiW^ and complete. T^e lyfeple fliould t? of braft. 
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for the mod obvious rcafons : they will be much more port- 
able, not half fo liable to burft ; and, when they do, no da- 
mage is occafioned by it, and they may be icaft over again. 
The fizes before defcribcd ftould be particularly attended 
to : if they are not, there will be great reafon to expeft mif- 
takes and confufion m the charges in time of adlon, as it 
has frequently happened in the beft-regulated armies. The 
difparity between thofe I have mentioned and fuch as are of ^ 
an intermediate fize is difficult to difcern. 

It is alfo agreed that a regiment of 'artillcrifts, with ap- 
proved and experienced officers, fhould be obtained if poffi- 
We, and fome engineers df known reputation and abilities. I 
am forry to fay, too ready an indulgence has been had to ft- 
veral appointments in the latter inftance, and that men have 
been promoted, who feem to me to know but little if any 
thing of the bufinefs. 

Perhaps this train, 5cc, may be looked upon by fome as large 
and expenfive. True, it will be fo : but when it is confider- 
cd that the enemy, having effiifted but little in the courfc of 
the picfent campaign, will ufe their utmoft efforts to fubju- 
gate us in the next, every conGderation of that fort (hould be 
difregarded, and every poffible preparation made to fruftratc 
their * * * attempts. * How they are to be procured, is to 
be inquired into. — That we cannot provide them among 
ourfelves, or more than a very fmall proportion, fo trifling as 
not to deferve our notice, is evident. Therefore I would ad* 
vife, with all imaginable deference, that, without any abate- 
ment of our own internalexertions, application (hould be im- 
mediately made to fuch powers as can and may be willing to 
fupply them. They cannot be obtained too early, if Toon 
enough : and I am told they may be eafily had from France 
and Holland* 

Mr. Trumbull the commiflTary-gencral has frequently mcn^ 
tioned to me of late the inadequacy of his pay to his trouble 
6K)d the great riik he is fubje£t to on account of the large 
/urns of money which pa(s through his hands. He has 

ftated 
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fiatcd his cafe with a view ot laying it before Congre& aad 
.obtaining a more adequate compeo&tion. My fentiroenti 
upon the fubjtfl are already known : but yet I (ball take the 
liberty to add that I think ht| complaint to be well fo^ed, 
and his pay, conGdering the important duties and rifks of his 
office, by no means fufGcient, and that the footing he feeiBS 
to think it (hould be upon> hun£elf| appears juft and rea6»- 
ablc. 

A propoHtion having been made long fince to geseni 
Howe and agreed to by him^ for an exchange of prifoner^ 
in coniequence of the reibiutions of Congrefs to that effedy 
) (ball be extremely happy if you will give diredions to the 
committees and thofe having the charge of prifoners in the 
feveral ftates fouth of Jcrfey, to tranfmit me proper lifts rf 
iIlc ngmes of all the commiffioaed officers, and of their 
ranks and the corps they belong to ; alfo the number of noa- 
commiffioned and privafesy and their refpedire regim^ts. 
You will percetye by his letter, he fuppofes me to have at 
fedicd fomc delays or to have been unmindful of the propofc* 
tion I had made* 

I propofe to ftay in this neighborhood a few days, io 
which time I expe^ the defigps of the enemy will be mor? 
diiiclpfed, and their incurfions be o>ade in this quarter, or 
iheir inveftiturc of Fort-Wa(hington| if they are intended. 

I have the hotior to be, &c. G. W* 



To the Board of fVar^ 

I 

(yeneral Greene* s ^mrters^ November 15, 1776. 
Gentlemen, 

ON wcdnefday evening I received the favor-of your 
fetter of the eighth inftant, in confequence«of which I flopped 
the flag that was going in widi the ladies ypu mcntioOi 
pointing out to diem the neceffity of the meafurc, and !•• 
commending them to write to th^ir bu{bwl« and coar 

nc^«« 
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acxions to obtain general fjowc^s affurances for the releafo 
pf Mrs, Lewis, and Mrs. Robinfon and her chfldren, with 
jtiieir baggage^ as the condition o» which they wJU be per* 
xnitted to go in thenrf^lves. Thefc tcrrns I c^n pnly extend 
jco Mrs.. Barrow and Mrs. Kemp who had never obtained my 
feave : Mrs. Watts had, and n^y proinifie that (he fhould go 
|n. The whole howcyer w^ere prepared to go, when the 
Jettcr reached Newark. — The mode I have adopted feemj, 
mod U^elyj and the only proper one, to procure th<2 enlarge^ 
|aaentof our ladies, which I wifli for much* 

I ani, gcntlcmpni with gre^t refpeft, &c. Q. Vf^ 



^0 the Bpard of War* 

Gentl£:ME|7, fJaciinfacy November 1$, 1776. 

HAVING given my prpmififtp general Howe, on 
^i^ application, that Peter Jack^ a feryant of major Stewart, 
who was fent to Philadelphia wjth tjie Waldeckers and pth^r 
prifoners and who has nothing to do in the military line, 
ihould be returned to his matter agreeable to the nfage ©f 
■war in fuch cafes,— rl muft take the liberty to requeft the 
favor of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by the 
parljeft opportunity, that he may be forwarded to hi$ matter 
|n compliance wiph my promife. 

I alfo wifli that you would have all the Britifli prifoner$ 
coUefted that you conveniently can, and fent to me as foon 
^ pottil^e with the Hefiian prifoners, that I may exchange 
fhcm. The return of the latter I think will be attended 
with many faluts^ry confequences : but, (hould it be made 
without th^t of a large proportion of other troops, it w^I 
" parry the ma,rks of defign, and occafion precautiomi fo be 
faken to prevent the ends we have in view* 

I have the hoiior to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sir, / General Greeners garters, Nov. r6, 1776. 

SINCE I had tHc honor of addrefling you laft, an 
important event has taken place, of which I wifh to give you 
the carlieft intelHgence. 

The prcfervation of the paflagc of the North-river was an 
obje£i of fo much confequencc that I thought no pains or 
cxj)enfe too great for that purpofe : and therefore, after 
fending off all the valuable ftores except fuch as were necef- 
fary for its defence, I determined, agreeable to the advice of 
moft of the general ofEcers, to riik fomething to defend the 
poft on the eaft'fide, called Mount-Wafhington. 

When the army moved up in coixfequence of general 
Howe's landing at Frog-point, coloneF Magaw was left on 
that command, with about twelve hundred men, and orders 
given to defend it to the lad. Afterwards, refle£ting upon 
the fmallnefs of the garrifon, and the difficulty of their hold- 
ing it if general Howe fliould fall down upon it with his 
whole forced I wrote to general Greene who had the com* 
mand on the Jerfey (hore, direfting him to govern himfelf 
by circumftances, and to retain or' evacuate the poft as he 
fhould think bcft, and revoking the abfolute order to colonel 
Mag^w to defend t|ie poft ro the laft extremity.— -General 
Greene, ftruck with the importance of the poft, and the dif- 
couragement which our evacuation of pofts muft neceflarily 
have given, reinforcefd colonel Magaw with detachments 
from feveral regiments of the flying camp, but chiefly of 
Pennfylvania, fo as to make up the number about two thou-» 
fand. 

In ihis fituation things were yefterday, when general 
Howe demanded the furrendry of the garrifon, to which co- 
lonel Magaw returned a fpirited refufal. Imme^atcly 
upon receiving an account of this tranfa£tion, I came from 
Hackinfac to this place, and had partly crofled the N<»tb- 
river when I met general Putnam and general Greene, who 
were juft returning from thence, and informed me thatAe 
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troops were in high fpirits, and would make a good defence: 
and it being late at night, I returned. 

Early this morning colonel Magaw potted his troops partly 
in the lines thrown up by our army on our firft coming thi- 
ther from New- York, and partly on a commanding hill lying 
north of Mount-Wafliington,— the lines being all to th^ 
fouthward. In this poiGtion the attack began about ten 
o'clock, which our troops flood, and returned the fire in 
fuch a manner as gave me great hopes the enemy was en- 
tirely repulfed. But at this time a body of troops crofled 
Haerlem-river'in boat8> and landed infideof the fecondline^, 
our troops being then engaged in the firft. 

Colonel Cadwallader, who commanded in the lines, fent 
ofF a detachment to oppofe them: but they, being over- 
powered by numbers, gave way ; upon which, colonel Gad- 
wallader ordered his troops to retreat in order to gain the 
fort. It was done with much confufionj and the enemy 
erofHng over came in upon them in fuch a manner^ that a 
number of them furrendered. 

At thift time the Heffians advanced on the north fide of 
the fprt in very large bodies. They were received by the 
troopaf potted there, with proper fpirtt, and kept back a con- 
fiderable; time : but s^t length they were alfo obliged to fub- 
mit to a fuperiority of numbers, and retire under the can- 
non of the fort. 

The enemy, having advanced thus far, halted ; and imme- 
diately a flag went In, with a repetition of the demand of the 
fortrefs, as I fuppofe. At this time I fent a billet to colonel 
Magaw, directing him to hold out, and I would endeavor 
this evening to bring off the garrifon, if the fortrefs could 
not be maintained, as I did not expe£t it could, the enemy 
being poflicfied of the adjacent ground. But, before this 
reached him, he had entered too far into a treaty, to retraft: 
after which, coloijel Cadwallader told another meflcnger 
who went over, that they had been able to obtain no other 
terms than to furrendcr as prifoners of war* In this fitua* 

tion 
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tion matters now ftand* I have (topped general Beall's and 
general Heard^s brigades, to preferve the poft and ftores here) 
whkht yffith the .other troops, I hope wc ihall be able to 
cficft. 

I do not yet know the numbers killed or wounded oft 
either fide r but, from the heaviQefs and continuance of the 
fire in fome places, I imagine ^ere mull have been Gonfider^ 
able execution. 

The lofs of fuch a number of officers and men, manjof 
whom have been trained with more than conunon attentiofl, 
ivill, I fear, be feverely felt } but, when that of the arms aod 
accoutrements is added, much more fo; and mull be a fur* 
ther incentive to procure as confiderable a fupply as poffible 
for the new troops, as foon as it can be done. 

X hav^ the honor to be, &c« G. W. 



. Sir, Hacklnfac^ November 191 177^* 

I HAVE not been yet able to obtain a particulars- 
count of the unhappy afiair of the fixteenth, nor of the 
terms on which the garrifon furrendered. The intelligcBce 
diat has come to hand is not fo full and accurate as I coold 
wifii. One of the artillery, whofe information is moft direS> 
and who efcaped on funday night, fays the enemy's loft was 
.very confiderable, cfpecially in the attack made above the 
fort by the divifion of Heffians that marched from Kingf" 
bridge, and where lieutenant-colonel Rawlins, of the btc 
colonel Stephenfon*s regiment, was pofted. 

They burned yefterday one or two houfes on the height^! 
and contiguous 'to the fort, and appeared, by advices from 
general Greene, to be moving in the evening their mam 
body down towards the city. Whether they will clofe A« 
campaign without attempting fomething more, or make an JH" 
curfion into Jerfey, muft be determined by the events thel^ 
ieives. 

' As Fort-Lee was ahrays confidered as only neeeflarf J^^ 
' * m conjunfi'* 
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conjunfKon with that on the eaft Ode of the iplver, to prc- 
ferve the commlinication jacrofs, and to prevent the ene- 
my from a free navigation, it has become of no importance 
by the lofs of the other, or not fo material as to employ a 
force for its defence. Being viewed in this light, and ap- 
prehending that the ftores there would be precarioufly iitu- 
ated, their removal has been determined on. to Boundbrook 
above Brunfwic, Princeton, Springfield, and Acquackemink 
bridge, as places that will not be fubjed): to fudden danger in 
«afe the enemy Ihould pafs the river, and which have been 
thought proper as repofitories for fome of our ftores of pro- 
vifion and forage* 

The troops belonging to the flying camp under generals 
Heard and Beall, with what remains of general £ wing's 
brigade, are now at Fort-Lee, where they will continue till 
the ftores are got away. By the time that is effefted, their 
term of enliftment will be near expiring j and, if the enemy 
(hould make a pufh in this quarter, the only troops that 
there will J)e to oppofe them, will be Hand's, Hazlett's, 
the regiments from Virginia, and that, lately Smallwood's, 
' — the latter greatly reduced by the loflTes it fuftained on 
Long-Ifland, &c, and ficknefs: nor arc the reft by any 
means complete. In addition to thefe, I am told there are a 
few of the militia of this Itate, who have been called in 
by governor Livingfton. I (hall niake fuch a difpofition of 
the whole at Brunfwic and at the intermediate pofts, as (hall 
feem moft likely to guard againft the defigns of the enemy^ 
^nd to prevent them making an irruption or foraging with 
detached parties. 

The inclofed letter from colonels Miles and Atlee will 
IKew Cotigrefs the diftrefledfituation of our prifoners in New- 
York ; and their diftrefs will become greater every day by 
the cold inclement feafon ttiat is approaching. It will be 
happy if foihe expedient can be adopted,' by which they 
may be furnilhcd with ncceflary blankets and clothing. 

Humanity 
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Humanity and the good of the fervice require it. — ^I think 
the mode fuggefted by thefe gentlemen, for cftablifliing a 
credi^^ appears as likely to fucceed, and as eligible, as any 
that occurs to me. It is probable mapy articles that may 
be Mranted can be obtained there, and upon better terms 
than elfewhere. In refpe£): to provifion^ their allowance 
perhaps is as good as the fit nation of general Howe's (lores 
will admit of: it has been faid of late by deferters and 
others tliat they were rather fcant. 

By a letter from the paymafter-general, of the feventeenth, 
he fays there will be a neceffity that large and early remit- 
tances fliould be made him. The demands, when the troops 
now in fervice are difmifled, will be extremely great. Be- 
fideS; the bounty to recruits will require a large fupply y and 
he adds that the commiflary-general has informed him, that, 
between this and the laft of December, he (hall have oc- 
cafion for a million of dollars. 

November 21. ^""^Thc unhappy affair of the fixtcenth 
Las been fucceeded by further misfortunes. Yefterday 
morning a large body of the enemy landed between Dobbs's 
ferry and Fort -Lee. Their objeft was, evidently, to iirclofe 
the whole of our troops, and ftores that lay between the 
North and Hackinfac rivers, which form a very narrow neck 
of land. For this purpofe, they formed and marched as 
foon a&'they had afcended the high grounds towards the fort- 
Upon the firfl: information of their having landed, and of 
their movements, our men were ordered to meet tlieni : but 
finding their nuYnbers greatly fuperior, and that they were 
extending themfelves to feize on the paffes over the river, it, 
was thought prudent to withdraw our men $ which was 
cfFedied, and their retreat fecured. We loft the whole of 
the cannon that was at the fort (except two twelve-pounders) 
and a great deal of baggage, be|ween two and . three huHr 
dred tents, about a thoufand barrels of flour, and other ftorca 
in the quartermaft^t's department. This lofs was inevitable- 
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As many of the ftores had been removed as circum fiances 
feihd time would adniit of. The animunition had been hap-* 
pily got away^ 

Cur prefent fitiiatioh bet\^'ecn Hackirifac aiid Paflaic rivers 
being exa£Hy fimilar to oUr late one, and our foirCe here hf 
no means adequate to ah oppofition that will promife the 
finalleft probability of fuccefs, we ate taking meafures to 
retire dvcr/the waters of the latter, when the bed difpofitioQ 
will be formed that circumftances^x^ill admit of. 

By colonel Cadwallader, who has beeil permitted by ge- 
neral Howe to return to his friends, I am infornied the fur-* 
tender of the garriforl on the fixteerith Waa on the common 
terms as prifoners of war ; the lofs of the Heflians, about 
three hundred privates and twenty-feven officers killed and 
wouiided; about forty of the BriciQi troops, and two ot 
three ofBcers ; the lofs on our fide but inconfideifablc- I beg 
leave to tefer you to him for a more particular account^ and 
alfo for his delation of the diftrefles of our pHfoners.— 
Colonels Miles and Atlee's letter, mentioned above^ uport 
this fubjeft^ was through miftake fent from hence yefterday 
rftornitigi The mode of relief propofed by them was a 
ctedit or fupply of cafli through the meails of Mr. Franks. 
This feems to be doubtful, as he is faid to be in confine-* 
ment by colonel Cadwallader, — provided it would have been 
otherwife pra£licable. 
I have the honor to be, &e. O. W. 

P. S. Your favor of the fixteenth was duly received. — My 
letter to the board of war, on the fubje£k of the return o£ 
the Waldeckers, I prefume you will have feen. 



Silt, Newark^ No^vetnber ^3, 1 776. 

1 Have not yet heard that any provifio'n is making 

to fupply the place of the troops compofing the flying camp, 

whpfe departure is now at hand. The fituation of our' 

affairs is truly critical, and fuch as requires uncommon exsr- 

VoL. L Y tiona 
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tions oa our part. From the movements of the enemy, znA 
thtf information we have received, they certainly will make 
a pufli to poffefs themfelves of this part of the Jerfey.— In 
order that you may be fuUy apprifed of our weaknefs, and 
of the neceflity there is of our obtaining early fuccours^ I 
have, by the advice of the general oflScers here, diredlcd 
general Mifflin to wait on you. He is intimately acquainted 
with our circumftances, and will reprefent them better than 
my hurried ft ate will allow. 

I have wrote to general Lee to come over with the conti- 
nental regiments immediately under his command: thofe 
with general Heath I have ordered to fecure the paiTes 
through the Highlands. I have alfo wrote to governor 
L^vingfton requefting of him fuch aid as may be in his' 
power ; and would fubmic it to the conGderation of Con- 
grefs whether application fbould not be made for part of the 
Pennfylvania militia to ftep forth at this preffing time. 

Before I conclude, I would mention, if an early and im- 
mediate fupply of money could be fent to Mr. Dalham to 
pay the flying-camp troops, it might have a happy eflfedl. 
They would jfubfift themfelves comfortably on their return, 
provide many necefl*aries of which they are in great want j 
and moreover it tnight be the means of inducing many, aftc^ 
feeing theirfriends, to engage again. 

I expedfced, on coming here, to have met with many of 
the militia, but find from inquiry that there are not more 
than from four to five hundred at the different pofts. 
. I have the honor to be, &c. , G. W, 



Sir, Newark, Ncvember 27, 1 776. 

I DO myfelf the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 

your favors of the twenty-firft and twenty-fourth, with their 

feveral inclofures. The execution of the refolves has bcea 

and will be atfended to -as far as in my power. 

I have wrote to general Schuyler to fend down as early 

a$ 
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ms pofiibie thi troops in the northern department froJn this 
and the ftate of t'ennfylvania* The pi^pofitioti for exchange 
ing Mr. Franklin for general Thotnpfon I (hzdl fubtnit to 
general Howe, as foon as circumftances will allow me* 

I have nothing in particular to advife you of, refpe£ling 
the enemy, more than that they ate advancing this Way. Part 
of them have pafied the Pafiaic i and I fuppofe (he main body 
that they have on this fide the North-niver would have done 
the fame before now (as they are coming on), had their pro* 
grefs not been retarded by the weather which has been 
rainy for fevetal days pall. I have fcouts and detachments 
conftantly out to harrafs them and watch their motions^ an4 
tO'gain, if pol&ble, intelligence of their defigns. 

Colonel Miles, who has been permitted to go to Philadel-* 
phia for a few days by general Howe, will deliver you this^ 
and inform you of the diftrefies of our prifiDner^, and the ne« 
cefiity of efie£ling their exchange as far as we have prifoners 
to give in return. 

By a letter from the board of Mrar on the fubjed of an 
exchange, they mention that feveral of the prifoners in our 
hands have enlifted. It is a meafure, t think, that cannot 
be juftiiied, though the precedent is fumiihed on the fide of 
the enemy : nor do 1 conceive it good in point of policy* 
But, as it has been done, I (hall leave it with Congrefs to 
order them to be returned or not, as they ihall judge fit. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Q. W. 



Sir, Brunfivic, November 30, 1776. 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of >the twen- 
ty^fixth, and with its inclofutesi, by which I perceive the 
nieafures that have been adopted for forwarding a rein* 
forcement of militia. Their arrival is much- to be wi(hed| 
the fituation of our affairs being truly alarming, and fuch as^ 
demands the earlieft aids. As ^ene^al Mifflin's prefenccf 
may have a happy influence on the difpofition and temper qi 
Tf a many 
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many of the affociators, I fliall not direft his return fo long 
as he can be done without^ and till it becomes zndifpenfably 
neccflary.- 

On thurfdiy morning I left Newark, and arrived here yef* 
tcYiliy with the troops that were there. It was the opinion 
of all the generals who were with me, that a retreat to this 
place was reqtiifitcy and founded in ncceffity, as our force 
was by no means fufficient to make a ftand^ with the leaft 
probability of fuceefs^ againft an cnefny much / fupcrior in 
number, and whofe advanced guards were entering the town 
by the time our rear got out. It was the wifli of all to 
have remained there iongcr, and to have halted before w6 
Came thus far : but, upoii due confideration of our ftrength^ 
the circumftances attending the cnMftment of a great part of 
our little force, and the frequent advkcs that the enemy 
were embarking or about to embark another detadiment for 
Staten-Ifland with a view of bnding at Amboy to co-ope- 
rate with this, which feemed to be confirmed by the infor- 
mation of fome perfons who came from the ifland, that they 
were collefting and impreffing all the waggons they could 
find, — it was judged neceffary to proceed till we came here, 
not only to prevcrrt their bringing a forc€ to a£t upon our 
front and rear, b«t alfo that we might be more convenient 
to oppofe any troops they might- land at South- Amboy, 
which many conje£tured to be an obje£l they had in vicwr 
This conjedure too had probability and fomc advices to 
fupport it. 

I hoped we (houtd have rftet with large and early fuccour^ 
by tliis time : but a^ yet no great number of the milrtia of 
this ilate has tome in j nor have I much rcafon to cxp^ft 
fliat any confiderable aid will be derived from the counties 
which lie beyond this river, and ill which the enemy are« 
Their fituation will prevent it in a great meafurc from thofc 
parts where they are, provided the inclinations of the people 
were good. Added tp this, I have no affurances that more. 
than a very few of the troops compofing the flying camp yfiSL 
2 remada 
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remain after the time of their engagement is out: fo far 
from it, I am told that feme of general Ewing^s brigade, 
who ftand engaged to the firft of January, are now going 
away. If thofe go whofe fervice expires this day, our force 
will be reduced to a mere handful* 

From intelligence received this morning, one divifion of 
the enemy was advanced laft night as far as Elizabethtown^ 
and fome of their quarter-^maflers hud proceeded about four 
■or five miles on this fide, to provide bams, &c, for their ac-^ 
commodation. Other accounts fay another divifion, com- 
pofed of Heflians, are on the road through Springfield, and 
-arc reported to have reached that place laft night. I do not 
know how far their views -feqctend : but I doubt not, they 
mean to pufli every advantage refulting from the fmall num.- 
ter and ftatc of our troops. 

I early began to forward part of the ftores from this place 
towards Philadelphia. Many are gpne^ the reft we are re- 
moving, and hope to fecure, 

I am, fir, Very refpeftfully, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have wrote to governor Livingfton, who is exert- 
ing himfelf to throw in every afliftance, and to have guards 
placed at the ferries to preyejpit jthp return of the foldiers who 
j^re i^c 4ifcharged^ 



7p the Board of War. 

Heai-^artfTi^ Brunfwic^ Ngvemher y^^ ^77^* 
Gentlemen, 

I AM to acknowledge the receipt of your fnvors of 
ith/! eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-third inftant, which, 
from the unfettled fituation of our affairs, I have not been 
?ible to ^nfwer before. That of the eighteenth inclofes a lift 
of ftoreis [imported] in the Hancock-and-Adams continental 
ihip, and carried into Dartmouth in Ncw-Englandj-^wilh a 
refolve of Congr^fs to .deliver the mufkets, powder, lead, and 
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flints, tp my order. As the other articles of the cargo wiU 
be full as ufeful to the army as thofe included in the refolvc, 
I would advife that direSions be given to have the whole 
cargo removed from Dartmouth to fome fecure pl^ce in the 
neighborhood of Philadelphia, and there depofited till calU 
ed for. It is by no means proper that fo great a quantity of 
military ftores fliould be lodged with the army, efpecially at 
prefcnt, as we know not to-day where we (hall be obliged to 
remove to-morrow : and that will in all probability be th^ 
cafe while the enemy continue with a light'army an this fid^ 
the North- river. 

In anfwer to that part of yours of the nineteenth in which 
you aflc my advice as to the propriety of enlifting prifoncrs 
pf war, I would juft ohferve, that, in my opinion, it is nei- 
ther confident with the rules of war, nor politic ; nor can 
I thinly, that, becaufc our enemies have committed an unjut 
^ifiablc aftion, by cnUcing, and, in fome inftanccs, intimi. 
dating our men into their fervfce, we ought to follow dieir 
example. Before I ha4 the honor of yours on this fubjeft, 
J bad determined to remonftrate to general Howe on thjs 
head. As to thofe few who have already cnlifted, I woul4 
not have th^m agajn withdrawn and Cent in, bccaufe they 
might be fubjjeftcd to punifhment; hut I would have the 
prafticc difcontinued i|i future, |f you will revert to th^ 
CJ»pit'ulation of St. John's and Chamblee, you will find ao 
^]?prefs ftipul^tioji againft the enlifting theprifoners taken 
there. 

M remarked th^t the enliftm^nt of prifoners was not a po-r 
litic ftep :— my reafop is this, th^t in time of danger I have 
always pbfervcd fuch perfons moft backward, for fear (I fup, 
pofe) of failing into the h^nds of their forrnw mafters, from 
^hom they expeft no mercy ; and this fear they are apt to 
communicate to their fcUow-foldiers. Th^y are alfo moft 
ready to defert when any aftion is cypeacd, hoping, bv 
9arrying intelligence, to fecure their peace. 
I ^et captain ^ie^et^ 911 the road j and, ^ the fituation 
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of his family did not admit of delay, I permitted him* to go 
immediately to New- York, not having the leaft doubt but 
general Howe will make a return of any officer of equal rank, 
who (hall be required. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Brunjwtc^ December i, 1776. 

I YESTERDAY had the honor of writing you, and 
to advife you of our arrival here. I am now to inform you 
that the enemy are ftill advancing, and that their van-guard 
had proceeded as far as Bonem, a fmall town about four 
miles this fide of Woodbridge, according to my laft intel- 
ligence. As to their number, reports are various. Some 
fay they were joined yefterday by^ a confiderable reinforce- 
ment from Staten-Ifland. How far this fa£l may be true, 
I cannot determine : but, from every information, before, 
they weirc between fix and feven thoufand ftrong. 

I have for fome time pad fuppofed Philadelphia to be the 
objedl of their movement, and have every rca(on to believe' 
my opinion well founded, — the advices of fundry perfons, 
•who have had an opportunity of mixing and converfing with 
them on the march, agreeing that fuch is the report. I have 
wrote to governor Livingfton upon the fubjeft, requcfting 
kis utmoft exertions to forward on every fuccour in his 
power. The fame, I truft, will be attended to in Pennfyl- 
vania. Without a fufficicnt number of men and arms, their 
progrefs cannot be checked : — at prefent our force in totally 
inadequate to any attempt. 

Several officers belonging to the enemy, who were pri- 
foners, have obtained permiffion to return. I have not yet 
fent in the. names of thofe belonging to us, that are to be 
exchanged for them. By a Virginia paper, I perceive that 
captain Morgan and lieutenant Heath, who were takeii pti- 
foners at Quebec, and now on parole, are promoted in the 
iate arrangement of officers In that ftate,— the former to :i 
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regiment^ tjic latter to a majority, It would be well if tfce.y 
were rclcafcd: but, being Virginians, and not knowing th^ 
|injr gentlemen who were takeh at tjic faipc tinae are fo. cir* 
cumftanced, I have declined claiming their return wichou,t 
t|ic opinion of Congrefs, left I fliould^ ipcur the charge of 
partiality. 

I have fent forward colonel Humpton to colleft proper 
|K)ats and craft at th^ ferry for tranfporting our troops ; and 
it will be of infinite importance tQ have every other craftji 
^efides what he takes fof the above purpofe, fe<:ured on th^ 
weft firfe of De]a\yare : otherwife tjiey n>ay fall into i;h^ 
.enemy's han^s and fj^cilitate their views. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. /i/i?// after one o'clock^ P, 4/.— The eqemy ?ire faft 
tdvancing : fome of them arq now in fightr AU the men of 
the Jerfey flying camp under general Heard^ being applieij 
to, have refufed to continue Iqnger ;n fervice, 



Sir, December i, 1776, halfofterf^ven^ P. M^ 

IN a little time after I wrote ypu this evening, the 
enemy appeared in feveral parties on the heights pppofitc 
Brunfwic, and were advancing in a large body towards the 
Croffing-place. We had a fmart cannonade whilft we were 
parading our men, but \vithout any qr but little {ofs on either 
fide. \\ beiiig impoflible to qpppfe .them with ouy prefent 
force with tjic leaft profpe£| pf fqccefs^ we (hall retreat to 
fhe weft fi^e of Delaware (and have advanced about eight 
^iles) where it is hoped we (hall meet a reinforcement fuffi- 
cicnt to check their pro^refs. I have fent colonel Humpton 
forward to cojleft the qeceflary boats for our tranfportation,^ 
^nd conceive it proper th^t tl^e militi^ from Pennf^lvjani^ 
(hould be ordered towards Trento^i, that they ^ay be ready 
to join usj ^nd a£l as occafion n^ay require. 

I am, fir, your moft obedient fcrvant, G. W^ 

\, % I yrilh ^y ^ett^r^ pf ye^erday n[iay aifriye fafe, being 
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Informed that the return exprefs who had them was idlii^ 
his time, and Shewing them on the road. 



Sir, ^ Prlncetoriy December 7^ i^^hm 

I ARRIVED here this morning with our troops be- 
tween eight and nine o'clock, when I received the honor <rf 
your letter of the firft with its inclofure. 

When the enemy firft landed on this lide the North-river, 
I apprehended that they meant to nlake a pufli this way ; and 
knowing th»t the force which I had was not fufficjent to op- 
pofe them, I wrote to general Lee to croTs with the feveral 
continental regiments in his divifion, and hoped he would 
have arrived before now. — ^By fome means or other he ha* 
been delayed.-^I fuppofe he has paffed the river, as his le*^ 
ter of the twenty-fixth ultimo nientioned that he hadmardi-r 
cd a brigade the day before, and fhould follow the next him^ 
felf. The remainder of the troops I conceived nece£ary to 
guard the feveral pafles through the Highlands 5 ilor do I 
think they can be called from thence. Their number is 
vicry fmall, being reduced to very few by the departure of die 
troops who ftood engaged tilj the thirtieth ultimo, 

I underftand there are now at Briftol feveral prifoners. 
As their exchange at this time cannot be cffefted with pro* 
priety, I think it will be neceflary, under the prefent fituadon 
of affairs, to have them removed immediately to fome qiore 
interior pl^cp, upon their paroles, Jf they ren^aiuj they majr 
J)e of infinite difadv^ntage. 

I have the honor to be, &c« G. W, 

[ On the outjide of the foregoing letter^ which ij, as ufual^^ 
addrejjed to the prejtdcnt of Congrefs^ appears the foUaw^ 
ifjg lin^y to Mr* Peters^ fecretary^o the board of war J] 

Sir, difpatch an exprefs immediately, to have the prifoncn 
^% Briftol renaqyed, R. H. Harrison, 
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Sir, HtaJ'^artersy TrentoftyDcc. 3, 1776. 

I ARRIVED here myfclf ycfterday morning with 
the main body of the army, having left lord Stirling with 
two brigades at Princeton and that neighborhood, to watch 
the motions of the enemy, and give notice of their approach. 
] am informed that they had not entered Brunfwic yefterday 
morning at nine o*ck)ck, but were on the oppofite fide of the 
Karitoo* 

Im«nediately on my arrival here, I ordered the removal of 
an the military and other ftores and bs^gage over the Dela- 
ware : a great quantity are already got over $ and as foon as 
the boats come up from Philadelphia, we (hall load them ; by 
whick means I hope to have every thing fecirred this night 
and to-morrow, if we are not difturbcd. After being dif- 
encumbered of my baggage and ftores, my future fituation 
wiQ depend entirely upon circumfbmces. 

I have not beard a word from general Lee fincc the 'twen* 
ty-fcxth of hft month v vhich furprifes me not a little, as I 
baive difpatchcd daily exprefles to him, defiring to know 
when I might look for him. This makes me fearful that 
my letters have -not reached him. I am informed by report 
tiiat general St* Clair has joined him with three or four regi* 
ine»ts from the northward. To know the truth of this, and 
rffb when I may cxpefl: him, and with what numbers, I have 
this minute difpatched colonel Steward (general Gates's 
aide-de-camp) to mtct general Lee and bring me an ac- 
count. 

I look out earneftly for the reinforcement from Philadel- 
phb. I am in hopes, that, if we can draw a good bead of 
men together, it will give fpirits to the militia of this ftate„ 
who have as yet afforded me little or no afliftance ; nor can 
I find they are likely to do much, 

, General Heard juft informs me that a perfon, on whbfe 
yeracity he can depend, has reported to him thaton funday 
J^fl he counted ^ hundred and feventeen fail of (hips going" 
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ottt of tlic Hook.— You may depend upon being advifed in-' 
ftantly of any further movement in the enemy's army or 
xnine. — I have the honor to be^ &c. G« W. 



Sir, Trenton, December 4,^ 1776U 

SINCE I had the tonor of addreffing you yeftcrday, 
I received a letter from general Lee. On the thirtieth ulti- 
xno he was at Peekfkill, and expefted to pafs the river wiA 
his divifion two days after. From this intelligence you will 
readily conclude that he will not be able to afford us any 
aid for feveral days. The report of general St. Clair's having 
joined him with three or four regiments, I believe to be ai- 
togethcr premature, as' he mentions nothing of Jt. It hat 
^iTifen, as I am informed,' from the return of fome of the 
Jerfey and Pennfylvania troops from Ticonderoga, whofc 
time of fervice is expired. They have reached PIuckemiA 
where I have Wrote to have them halted and kept together, 
if they can be prevailed on, till further orders. 

The indofed is a copy of a letter which came to hand laft 
night from major Clark, to wliich I beg leave to refer yot^ 
for the intelligence it contains. — The number of the enemy 
faid to be embarked is fuppofed to be rather exaggerated. 
That there has been an embarkation, is not to be doubted, it 
being confirmed through various channels. By colonel Grif- 
fin, who went from Brunfwic on funday ntoming with a 
captain Sims, to pafs him by our guards, and who was dc« 
tained by lord Cornwallis till monday evening' on account o| 
his fituation, the amount of general Clinton's force, fron^ 
what he could colleft from the officers, was about fix thoo<i 
fand: as to their deftination, he could not obtain the leaft 
information. By him I alfo learn the enemy were in Brunf^ 
wic, and that fome of their advanced parties had proceeded* 
two miles on this fide. The heavy rain that Iws fallen ha$ 
probably checked their progrcfs, and may prevent their far« 
|her movement for fome time. 

) have the honor to be, &c. G. W« 
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Ji Richard Piters^ Efquire^ Secretary to thi Board of War ^ 

Sje, JJead'SluarterSy Trenton^ Dec. 4, I776» 

YOURS of the twentieth of laft month was deliver- 
ed to me by the brigadier La Roche de Fermoy, ^ho is now 
here^ but unable to render me that fervicc, which, I dare 
£17^ from his charadber^ he wouldi were he better acquainted 
with our language. 

I yefterday recehred a letter from you without a date, 
mentioning that the prifoners from York-town were direct- 
ed to halt at Newtown for my orders. On hearing they were 
there, I fcnt colonel Moylan to condudl them, and the pri- 
foners from Reading who arrived nearly at the fame time, 
over tpw^Mrds Brunfwic, and deliver them in. 

I hope you have not fent captain Price, lieutenant Pea^ 
cock, and major Campbell, on to this place, as it is highly 
improper they (hould fee and know the fituaUpn of our army 
here and at Princeton. They had better be fent up, under 
the care of feme perfon, to Newtown or that neighborhood, 
and there wait the arrival of fon?e larger p^rty, who, I ima- 
gine, will bp foon forwarded from Lancafter, and go in with 
them. 

Lieutenant Symes came over to me at Brunfwic from 
Bethlehem without the lead guard or efcort ; and a Ueute-f 
jiant qf the feventh regiment went through pur whole army, 
and was at laft difcovered by 7, mere accident. He had s^ 
pafs from the council of fafety, and that was all. Such an 
Irregular mode of fuffering prifoners to go in alone muft be 
put a ftop to, or the enemy will be as well acquainted with 
our fituation as we «re ourfelyes, If they are left at liberty 
to chufe their own route, they will always ta)ce that through 
Qur army, for reafpns top obvjous to m^ention. 
I am, fir, your moft obedient fervant, G. W. 

I have been obliged to fend down a number of our fick to 
Philadiplphia, to make room for th^ troops, and to remov<^ 
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them out of the way. Be pleafed to have fomc care taken 
to have them properly accommodated. 1 (hould think part 
of the Houfe-of-employment might be procured for that 
purpofe. I have ordered down an officer, from each regiment, 
and a furgeon*s mate, if they can be fpared : but I hope they 
Mrill not want the alfidance of the viliting phyficians of the 
hofpital* 



Sir, Trentortf December 5, 1 776 

AS nothing but neceflity obliged me to retire before 
the enemy and leave fo much of the Jerfeys unproteded, I 
conceive it my duty, and it correfponds with my inciination, 
to make head againil them fo foon as there fhall be the leaft 
probability of doing it with propriety. That the country might 
in fome meafure be covered, I left two brigades confifting of 
the five Virginia regiments and that of Delaware, containing 
in the whole about twelve hundred men fit for duty, under 
the command of lord Stirling and general Stephen, at Prince- 
ton, till the baggage and (lores could crofs the Delaware, or 
the troops under their refpeftive commands fhould be fc»rced 
from thence. I (hall now, having removed the greatcft part 
of the above articles, face about with fuch troops as are here 
-fit for fervice, and march back to Princeton, and there go- 
vern myfelf by circumftances and the movements of general 
Lee. At any event, the enemy's progrefs hiay be retarded 
by this means if they intend to come on, and the people's 
fears in fome meafure quieted, if they do not* Sorry I am 
to obferve, however, that the frequent calls upon the militia 
o£ this ftate, the want of exertion in the principal gentlemen 
of the country, or a fatal fupinenefs and infenfibility of dan- 
ger till it is too late to prevent an evil that was not only 
forefeen but foretold, have been the caufes of our late dif- 
graces. 

If the militia of this date had ftepped forth in feafon (and 
timely notice they had), we might have prevented the enemy's 
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eroding the H»ckinfac> although without fome {^revtoos notice 
cf the time and place it was impoilible to have done this ^t 
the NiMTth-rivcr. We might with equal probability of fuc- 
(£€& have made a ftand at Brunfwic' on the Rariton. But 
Mboth thefe rivers were fordable in a variety of places (knee* 
^leep only)^ it required many tncn to defend the pafies ; and 
thefe we bad not. At Hackinfac our force was infufficien^ 
becaufe a part Mras at Elizabethtown, Amboy, and Brunf^ 
wicy guarding a coaft which 1 thought mod expofed to daa^ 
ger i and at Brunfwic, becaufe I was difappointed in xay ex^ * 
pe^b^ion of militia, and becaufe on the day of the enemy^ 
approach (and probaUy the occaGon of it) the term of the 
Jerfey and Maryland brigades' fervice expired ; neither of 
nduch would confent to ftay an hour longer. 

Thefe> among ten thoufand other inftances, might be ad* 
dticed to iliew the difadvantages of &ort ealiilment8> and the 
little dependence upon militia in times of real danger. But^as 
y^crday cannot be recalled, I will not dwell upon a fubje^l 
which, no doubt, has given much uneafinefs to Congrefe, as 
well as extreme pain and anxiety to myfelf. My firft wifli 
is that Congrefs may be convinced of the impropriety of re* 
lying upon the militia, and of the neceffity of ifaifing a larger 
ftanding army thaa what they have voted. The faving m the 
article of (loresy^provifions, and in a thoufand other thingsi 
by having nothing to do with militia unlefs in cafes of extra- 
ordinary exigency, and fuch as could not be expe£):ed ia the 
common courfe of events, would amply fupport a largearmy, 
which, well officered, would be daily improv,ingr inftead ol 
amtinuing a dcftru£Hvc, expenfixre, and diforderly mob. 

1 am clear in opinion, that^ if forty thoufand men had bee» 
kept in conftant pay fince the firft commencement of hofti^ 
Kties, and tiie militia had been excufed doing duty during 
that periodf the continent would have faved money. When 
I rcfleft on the lofles we have fuftained for want of goodi 
troops, the certainty of this is placed beyond a doubt in my 
mind* In fuch cafe^^ the militia^ wl^o have beea harrafied 
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and tired by repeated calls upon them (and farming and ma* 
nufadures in a manner fufpended), would, upon any pr^eff- 
ing emergency, have run with alacrity to arms •, whereas the 
cry now is, ** they may be as well ruined in one way m an- 
other;** and with difficulty they are obtained* 

I mention thefe things, to ftiew, that> in my opinkm, if 
any dependence is placed in the militb another year. Coo* 
grcfs will be deceived* When danger is a little retnov^oi 
from them, they will no.t turn out at all. When it come* 
home to them, the weil-affefted, inftead of flying to atms to 
defend themfelves, are bufily employed in removing ikear 
families and effects, — whilft the di&fe<3;ed are cQocctdng 
meafures to make their fubmiffion, and tpread terror asul 
•difmay all avound, to induce others to follow the exampk« 
— Daily experience and abundant proofs warrant thi:« ififor^ 
xnation. 

I fliall tWs day reinforce lord Stirling with aWut twelve 
hundred men, which will make his number about two ihxm- 
fand four hundred. To-morrow I mean to repair -to Prince- 
ton myfelf, and Ihall order the Peiuif^lvania troops (who ore 
not ye^ arrived, except p^t of the German batallioa and a 
company of light infantry) to the fame place* 

By my laft advices, the enetny are ftill at Brunfwk -, and 
the account adds that general Howe was expeded at EQza- 
bethtowji with a reinforcement, to ercft the king's ftandard, 
and demand a fubmiffion of this ftate. I can only give this as 
a report brouglit from the enemy's camp by foine of the 
country people. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Trentcn, D^cemltr 6, 1776* 

I HAVE not received any intelligence of the enemy** 
movements fince my letter of yefterday. From every infor- 
mation, they ftill remain at Brunfwic, except fome- of their 
parties who ate advanced a fmall diftance on this fide* To- 
day 
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day I (hall fct out for Princeton myfelf, unlefs fomethiiig 
Ihottld occur to prevent me, which I do not expeft. 

By a letter of the fourteenth uhimo from a Mr. Caldwell, i 
dergyman, and a (launch friend to the caufe, who has fled 
from Elizabethtown, and taken refuge in the mountains 
about ten miles from hence, I am informed that general or 
lord Howe was expefled in that town to publilh pardon 
aiud peace. His words are, " I have not feen his proclama- 
tfon, but can only fay he gives fixty days of grace, and par- 
dons from the Congrefs down to the committee. No 
•ne man in the continent is to be denied his mercy "—Irt 
the language of this good man, the lord deliver us from hi3 
mercy ^ 

Your letter of the third, by major Livlngflon, was daff 
leceivcd. Before it came to hand, I had wrote to general 
Howe about governor Franklin^s exchange, but am not cer* 
tain whether the letter could not be recovered. I difpatch* 
cd a mcffenger inftantly for that purpofe. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W* 



Sir, Mr. Berk ley* s Summer Seat, Dec. 8. T77** 

COLONEL ]?.eed would inform you of ihe intelli- 
gence which I firft met with on the road from Trenton to 
Princeton yefterday. Before I got to the latter, I received 
a fecond exprefs informing me, that, as the enemy were ad- 
vancing by different routes, and attempting by one to get in 
the rear of our troops which were there (and whofe num- 
bers were fmall, and the place by no means defenCble), thef 
tad judged it prudent to retreat to Trqnton. The retreat 
was accordingly made, and (ince to this fide of the riven 

This information I thought It nly duty to. communicate 
9is foon as poffible, as there is not a moment's' time to be 
loft in alTembling fuch force as can be colleftedj and ai 
the obje£l of the enemy cannot now be doubted ifl the 
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fmalleft degree. Indeed I (hall be out in my cottjeOiirc (for 
it is only conjedujrc) if the late embarkation at New* York 
is not for Delaware river, tx) co-operate with the army under 
the immediate command of genera] Howe, who> I am in- 
formed from good authority, is with the Britifli troops and 
his whole force upon this route. 

I have no certain intelligence of general Lee, although I 
have fent frequent exprcfies to him, and lately a colonel 
^umpton to bring me fome accurate accounts of his fituation. 
I laft night difpatched another gentleman to him (major 
Hoops) defiring he would haften his march to the Delaware, 
in which I would provide boats near a place called Alexan- 
dria, for die tranfportation of his troops.-— I cannot accoui^ 
for the flownefs of his march. 

In the difordered and moving ftate of the army, I cannot 
get returns : but, from the bed accounts^ we had between 
three thoufand and three thoufand five hundred men, before 
the Philadelphia militia and German batallion arrived:-^ 
they amount to about two thoufand. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



Sir, Head'^ariirsy Trenton Falls, Dec. 9, 1776. 

I DID myfelf the honor of writing to you yefterday, 
and informing you that I had removed the troops to this fide 
of the Helaware. Soon^ after, the enemy niade their appear- 
ance, and their van entered juft as our rear guard quitted* 
We had removed all our ftores, except a feW boards.— From, 
the beft information, they are in two bodies, one at and near 
Trento^, the other fome miles higher up, and inclining to- 
wards Delaware ; but whether with intent to crofs tliere, or 
throw themfelves between general Lee and me, is yet un- 
certain. 

I have this morning detached lord Stirling with his brii» 
gade, to take poit at the different landing-plac<Mb and prevent 
them from ilealing a march upon us from abkovc i for I am 
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" mformed, if diftj crofs at Corycrs fcny or thereabouts, they 
are as near to' PhHadclphia, as we are here. From fevend 
^accounts I am led to think tha^ the enemy are bringing boats 
With ihcra : if fo, it will be impoflSble for our fmall force to 
Igivc then^ any confiderable oppofition in the paflage of the 
river, ^as they may] make a feint at one place, and, by a fud* 
den removal, carry their boats higher or lower before wc can 
bring our cannon to play upon them. 

tJndcr thefe circumftances, the fecurity of Philadclphit 
fiiould be our next objeft.— From my own remembrance 
shut more from information (for I never viewed the ground)^ 
I (houid tliink that a communication of lines and redoubts 
might foon be formed from the Delaware to Schuylkill on 
the north entrance of the city, the lines to begin on the 
Schuylkill fide, about the heights of Springatebury, and run 
eallward to Delaware, upon the mod advantageous and 
commanding grourids. \i fomething of this kind is not 
done> the ejiemy might, in cafe- any misfortune (hould befall 
us, march dire£lly in, and take pofleflion. We have ever 
found that lines, however flight, are very formidable to 
them : they would at lead give a check till people could re-i 
cover of the fright and confternation that naturally attends 
rhe firft appearance of an enemy. 

In the mean time every ftep (hould be taken to coUeft 
force, not only from Pennfylvaniaj but from the mpft neigh- 
borly ftates. ' If we can keep the enemy fron(i entering Phila- 
delphia, and keep the communication by water open for fup- 
plies, we may yet make a ftand, if the country will come to 
our aSJftance till our new levies can be collefted. 

- If the meafure of fortifying the city fliould be adopted) 
fome ikilful perfon ihould immediately view the grounds, 
a4id b^in. to trace out the tints afid works. I am informed 
tliere is a French engineer of eminence in Philadelphia at 
tfcisjtime :.nf fo, he will be the moft proper, 

1 1 have die honor to be, &c. .*■ G. W; 

(rP.S^IhaTrejiift ccc«ivcd thcindofcd from general Heath. 

;. ; :;: —General 
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•—General Mifflin is this moment come up, and tells me t^at 
all the military (lores yet remain in Philadelphia. This makes 
the immediate fortifying of the city f6 neceffary, that I have 
flefired general MiflJini to return to take charge of the ftores,' 
and have ordered major-gftnefal Putriato immediately down 
io fupcriiltenfd the works and give the neceffary dircdHons- * 



Sir, Headquarter Sy Falh ofDelaware^ Dec. Itf, 1776^ 
Since I had the honor of addreffing you yefterday, 
iiothing of irnportancc has occurred. — Iri refpeft to the 
enemy's movements, I have obtained no other information 
than that they have a number of parties patrolirig tip and 
down the river, parficularly above. As yet they have not 
attempted to pafs; nor do any of their patroles, though 
fome are exceedingly fmall, meet with the leafl interruption 
from the inhabitants of Jerfey. 

By a letter received laft night from general Lee, of the 
eighth inft'ant, he was then at Morriftown, where he en- 
tertained thoughts of cftablifliing a poft : but, on receiving 
my difpatches by major Hoops, I fliould fuppofe he would be 
convinced of the necefSty of his proceeding this way with all 
the force he can bring. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Nine o*chcky A* M. — ^J this minute received in- 
formation that the enemy were repairing the bridges three 
or four miles below Trenton ; which feems to indicate an 
intention of their paffmg lower down, and fuggefts to mc 
the neceflity that fome attention (hould be had to the fort at 
Billingfport, left they (hould poffefs themfelves of it; the 
confideration of which I beg leave to fubmit to Congrefs. — 
t have wrote to the council of fafcty on the fubjcft. 
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Sir, Head-Quarters^ Falls of Delaware^ Dec. 1 1, 1776* 

AFTER 1 had wrote 70m ycftcrday, I received cci«- 
Isdn informatioii that the enemy, after repsuring Crofwk'8 
bridge, had advanced a party of about five hundred to Bor- 
dentown. By their talcing this route» it confirms me in my 
opinion, that they have an intention to land between this 
and Philadelphia, as well as above, if they can procure boats 
for that purpofe. 

I laft ni^ht dire£ted commodore Seymour to ftatioaall his 
gallies between Bordentown and Philadelphia, to give th^ 
earlieft intelligence of any appearance of the enemy on the 
Jerfey (horc. 

I yefterday rode up the river about eleven miles, to lord 
Stirling's pod, where I found a prifoner of the forty-fecond 
regiment who had been juft brought in. He informed m^ 
that lord Comwallis was at Pcnnytown with two batallions 
of grenadiers, and three of light infantry, all firitifh, the 
Hcflian grenadiers, the forty-fecond Highland regiment, and 
two other batallions, the names of which he did not remeraben 
He knew ncthing of the reafons of their being affembled 
there, nor what were their future intentions. But I laft 
night received information from my lord Stirling, which had 
been brought in by his fcouts, which in fome meafure ac- 
counted for their being there. They hid made a forced march 
from Trenton on funday night, to Corycl's ferry, in hopes 
of furprifing a fufficient number of boats to tranfport them \ 
but, finding themfelves difiippointed, had/marched back to 
Pennytown, where they remained yefterday. From their 
Ceveral attempts to feize boats, h does not look as if they 
had brought any with them, as I was at one time informed. 
I laft night fent a perfon over to Tfcnton, to learn whether 
there was any appearance of building any : but he could not 
perceive any preparations for a work of that kind ; fo that I 
. am in hopes, if proper care is taken to keep all the craft out 
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^f-ffieif way, they wiU find th^ crbflrtfg Delaware a-rtattcr 
H( c^n&derable difficulty. 

' I received another letter from general Lee laft evening : 
it was dated at Chadiam (which I take to be near Morrif- 
town) the eighth' of this month. Ht had then received 
my letter fent by major Hoops, but feemed {till inclined to 
hang upon the enemy's rear, to whidi I (hould have no ob- 
je6lion, had I a fufflcient force to oppofc them in front : buc 
as I hav€ not at prefent, nor do I fee much probabilityof 
further reinforcement, I have wrote to him in the moft preiT- 
ing terms, to join me with all expedition. 

Major Sheldon, who commands the volunteer horfe fronf 
ConneQicut, waits upDn Congrefs to eftablilh fome mode of 
pay. I can only fay that the fervice of himfelf and his troop 
h:b been fuch as merits the warmeft thanks of the public, 
and deferves a handfome compenfiition for their trouble* 
Whatever is fettled, now, will fervc for a precedentrin fu- 
tnrei. — From the experience I have had, this campaign, of 
the utility of horfe, I am convinced there is no carrying on 
the war without them ; and I would therefore recommend 
the eftaUifliment of one or more corps (in proportion to the 
number of foot) in addition to thofe already raifed in Vir- 
ginia. If major Sheldon would undertake the command 
of a regiment of horfe on the continental eftabliftiment, I 
believe he could very foon raife them ; and I can recommend 
him as a man of aftivity and fpirit, from what I have feen of 
him. — I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 



, Sra, Trenton Falh, December 12, 1776. 

I LAST night received the favor of Mr. Thompfon'a 
Jettet indofing the proceedings of Congrefs, of the eleventh 
inftant.— As the publication of their refolve, in my opinion, 
will not lead to any good end, but, on the contrary, may be at^^ 
tended with fome bad confequences, I (hall take the liberty 
to decline infcrtlng it in this day's orders. I am perfuaded,' 
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if the fubje£l is jCaken i^p it^ Tccon^dered, thatCongreft 
will concur with mc in fcntinicnt. J doubt not but there ar^ 
fomc who haye prpp^g^yci the jrcpbrt: but .^at if they 
have? Their rcmairung ip pr IjCgying Philadelphia piijift b^ 
governed by circumftances ^nd events* If their departure 
ftiould bccornc neccflary, it will be right ;.pn the <^ther faand^ 
if there fliould not he ^ necefSty for it> they yfrill regain, and 
their contini^iiQce^ill {hew th^ report tQ be the pjrodu^ioi^ 
of ca)umny and falfehopd^ Jn ^ word).&f> I conceive it ^, 
matter^ that may be ^s wcU difreg^rd^j ^nd thaf t}ie re^^ 
moval or {laying of Cpngre^^ dj^pcnding entirely upon 
^yents, {bould not have been the fMbje<Si pf a refolyc. 

Tfh^ intelligence we obtain refpe£ligg t^e movements an4 
(tuatioi^ of the e^<?fny 'j^ i^t from being fq certap and fatif- 
(aftory ^s I cpuJd wjfli^ though every probate means in my 
power, and that I can 4(«yif<Sf are adopted for that purpofe. 
The lateft I have received was from lord Stirling l^ft night* 
He fays that t^,o jgrefiadiers of the Inpiflcillen regimcuti 
who were taken and brpught iij by fqfnie cp^ntrynoen, in- 
form that generals IJowe, Cojrnw^lli^, Yaughan, &c, with 
3j.bout fix thoufand of the |Jying arjaiy, were at Eennytown, 
waiting for pontoons to come up, witji which they t^an to 
pafs the river near the Blue JJ^oun^f, or at Coryel's ferry,— 
they believe, the latter;— that th? jwo.feataliio^s of guards 
tvere at Brunfwic, and fhe Heffian greijadjers, chafleurs, and; 
a regiment or two of Bj-itifh troops, ar^ ^t Trenton. 

.(Captain Miller of colopel Hand's regiment alfp inform^ 
me, that a body of the enemy were marching to Burlington 
ycfterday morning. He had been fent over with a {Irong 
fcouting party, and, at day-break, fell in with their adyanced 
guards confifting of about four hundred fieffian troops, who 
fired upon hiin before t|iey were difcovcred* bqt without any 
tofs, and obliged him to retreat with his p^rty and to take 
boat. The number of the whole h^ could npt afcertain ; 
l^ut it appeared to be confiderable. Captain Miller's ac- 
i^ount is partly confirmed by commodore Seymour who re- 
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|iort3 tb»t four or five huadr^d of the eaetny had^i}tered the 
iown. Upon the whole, there can be no ,doubt but iha^ 
Fhil^elphia is their okjo^ and thai they, wiil p^fs tl^ De- 
Jaware as loon as poifible* Happy fhould I be if I could fe^ 
the means Pif preyentiqg thw: at pmfent, I confefs, I do 
iiot. All military writers agree that it is a woiic of great 
^iiEculty, nay impradicable, where there is any extent 0^ 
xx>a(t to guard. This is the cafe wjth us^ ,and we have tt> 
do it with a force, fmaU and inconildecable^' and. much infcr 
rior to that of the enemy. Perhaps Congrefs have fome 
hope and profpeft of reinforcements : I have no intelligence 
of the fort^ and wifli to be infprmed on the fubjed.* Our 
Uttle handful is daily dccreafmg by ficknefs and o^her caufes : 
and, without aid, widbout ponfiderabje fuccours and exei^tio^s 
on the part of the people, what can we reafonably loqV for 
pr cxpedi^ but an event that will be feverely felt l^y the pom- 
mon caufe, and that will wound the heart c^fe^irery. virtuous 
American,— the lofs of Philadelphia? The fubjciS): is dif- 
agreeable : but yet it is true.. J will leave Jt, wifhing that 
our fituation may becooic fuch as to dp away the apprehen- 
Cons which at this time fce^i to fill the minds of too m^iny, 
and with too niuch juftice. : . , . 

By a letter froni general Heath, dated at Pec:kfldll, the 
eighth^ I Jim advifed that lieutenant-colonel Vofe was then 
there with Greaton's^ Bond's^ and Porter ^s reigiments, 
amountip^ in the whole to between five and fix hundre^ 
men, who were coming this 'way. He adds that generals 
Gates and Arnold would be at Goflien that night, with 
Stark's, Poor's, an^ Read's regiments j but for v^hat pur^ 
pofe, he .dof s not meniio;!. 

The inclofed eftraft of a letter which I received laft 
night contains intelligence of an agreeable nature. I wi(h to 
hear its confirmatioii by the arrival of the feyeral prizes: 
that with clothing and irm wU be aii invaluable zcc^iG^ 
•tion." . , - - 

I Ihall be dad to be advICpd of the mode f am to obfery£ 
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in paying the officers ; wheAcr they are to be allowed to 
^hraw the p«y lately eftibliihcd, and from what time, or bow 
long they are to be paid uAder the oU eftabllflnncnt* A pay- 
toll which was pfefentcd yefterday, bcirig piade op for the 
Hew, has giTcn rife to thefe propofitkms. - Upon my objcft- 
iilg to it, I wa5 tdd that Coiigrcfe or the board of war had 
eftabUflicd the precedent, by paying the fixth regiment of 
Virginia troops commanded by colonel Buckncr, agreeable 
to the latter, as they tame throi^gh Philadelphia. 

I have the honor t» be, &c. G. W. 



SiE, JiiaJ'^arters, Trentm Palts^ Dec. 13, T776. 

THE apparent defigns of the enemy being to avoid 
this ferry, and land their troops above and bdow us, have 
induced me remove from this plac^ the greater part of the 
troops,* and throw them into a different' dlfpofition on the 
river, whereby Tbpp^ not only to be more able to impede 
their pafTage, but alfp to avoid the danger of being inclofed 
in this angle bi the river. And notwithftandiflg the extend- 
ed appearances of the enemy on the other fide, made, at 
leaft' in part, to divert our attention from any particular 
point a^ well as to harrafs us by fatigue, I cannot diveft my^ 
felf bf the opinion that their principal defign is to ford the 
river fomewhero- above Trenton ; to which defign 1 have had 
jparticular'refpeft in the new arrangement, wherein I am fo 
far happy'ais to have the concurrence of ihe general officers 
atthis place, * ' ' 

Toiir brigades of the arniy, under generals lord Stirling, 
Me/cer,*Steplien and De Ferraoy, extend from Yardley's up 
^o Cpryel's ferry,. polled in fuch a manner as to guard ^very 
fufpicidus part of the river, and to afford affiftance to each 
other in c^fe of attack. General Ewing, with the flying 
camp 0f .Pennfylv^nia, and a lew Jerfcy troops under general 
Pickinfon, are po'fted from Yafdley*s ferry down to the 
ferry pppofite Bordcntown. Colonel Cadwallader, with the 
Pennfylvan^' imUti^i occ^unie; iU% grgw^ ^vc an4 below 
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tfic moutkof Nefliamlny Viver as far down as Dunk's ferry, at 
^hich place colonel Nixon' is pofled with the third batallibfi 
of [PcfinJjlvaftlaJ. A proper quantity of artillery is appointed 
t6 each brigade ; and I have ordered firmll redoubts to be 
thrown up oppofit^ ^vdry plade where there is a poffibihty 
of fording. — ^I fhall remove further up the river to be near 
the main body of my finall army, with which every poffibli 
cppofition (hall be given to any further approach of tliC 
enerhy towards Philadelphia. 

As general AnT[iflrong has a good deal of influence iti tliis 
ftate, and our prefent force is fmall and inconfiderable, I 
think he cannot be better employed than to repair to the 
counties where his intereil lieg,4o animate the people, pro- 
mote the recruiting fervice, and encourage the militia to 
come in. He will alfo be able to form a proper judgment 
of the places fuitable for magazines of provifion to h^ col- 
leAed. I have requefted him to wait upon Congrefs on thli 
fubjeft : and if general Smallwood fliould go to Maryland 
on the fame bufmefs, I think it would have a happy efFeft : 
he is popular and of gieat influence, ^nd, I am perfuadedj 
would contribute greatly to that ftate's furnifliing her quot^ 
of men in a little time. He is now in Philadelphia* 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 



SfR, Head' garters, qt Keith's^ Dec. 15, 1776. 

ABOUT one o'clock to-day I received a letter fron^ 
general SulHvail, a copy of which you have inclofed. I will 
not comment on the melancholy intelligence which \i ton^ 
tains, only adding that I fmcerely regret general Lec'9 un-t 
happy fate, and feel much for the lofs of my country in hi^ 
captivity. 

In refpeft to the enemy, they have been induftrioti^ in 
their attempts to procure boats and fmall craft : bat as yet 
their efforts have not fucceeded. From the latcft advices 
diat I have of their movements by fomc pufpners anrf others, 
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ibej appear tQ be leaviog Trentoiii and to be filing off tor 
vards Princeton ;ind Allentowa. What their defignt arc^ 
whether th^ mean to rc^reat^ or onij a hint, cannot be de* 
.fteniMned> I haTe parties out to walch their motions^ iand to 
fyna, if polBble, .an accurate ppink>n of thfir p)aiis« 

Our force^ fince fnj laA^ has received no augmentatip.i^-*?- 
of co^rfe^ b^ ficknefs and other caufi^ has dimini/hed : but 
1 am advifed by a k^^er from ]the council of fafejty^ which 
jnft came to hand, that colonels Burd and G^breath arp 
murching with their b^tallions of nxilitiai and alfo that fome 
^jnaU parties are aflembling in Cumberland ponnty. * * * 

I h?v,e the honor to be* ^c# Q. Wf 



Sir, Hf^J'^arUrsy af Keith's^ Dfic l6, I77$- 

IN a late letter which I had ithe honor of addreiSng 
yoii) I took the liberty to recommend that more batallions 
iboold be raifed for tlie new army than what had been 
voted* Having fi^ly cooiidered the matter^ I am nxore and 
more convinced npt only of the propriety but of the necef- 
ity of the meafure. That the enemy will leave nothing 
un-efiayed in the ^c^urfe of the next campaign to reduce 
<licfe ftates to the rule of a moft , * * *, inuft be obvi<|us 
to every one ; and that the militia is not to be depended on, 
or aid expetted from them but in cafes of the moft preffing 
emergency, is riot to be doubted* The firft of thefe propfG« 
tions is un()ueftionable, and fatal experience h^% given her 
lan£lion to the truth of the latter : indeed their lethargy of 
late, and backwardnefs to turn out at this alarming crifis, 
feem to juftify an apprehcnCon that nothing can bring then\ 
from their homes. For w;int of their alTiftance^ a large part 
of Jerfey has been expofed to ravage and to plunder •, nor 
do I know that Pennfylvania would flia^ e a better fate> could 
general Howe efFe£)t a paffage acrofs the Delaware with a. 
refpedlabJe force, Thefe confideration« have induced me to, 
wi(h that no reliance, except fuch as may arifc from necefSty,^ 
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l^iild ever be had in then^i ?g^Q » ^^ ^ ^ake further nmth 
tfQxx to Coijgrefs of the expediency of incrcafing the\r army* 
— I tru.ft tjie ii\c;^fure will mcejt their e^Ueftatfispjion.- 

]EIad I leifure and ^ere it nece^arjr^ I Aould fay nuidi 
upon this head : but, ^.s I have not^ and the matter is well 
underftood, I wiU not adjd nau/ch. By augnienting the 
i^uml^er. of your batallipn^y you wi)i ajugn^nt ypt^r forice : tb^t 
officers '.of each will have fheir intereft.and influeilce; znA$ 
upon the whole, th^eir jiumbers willi>e n)iich greater, thouglif 
tjicy i^ould i^ot be cojonpletc.^ Adjcted^ tp-^i#, fron> the pro^ 
IJent confufed ftate of Jerfey, and the improp^^ppoia4imentr 
of ofEcers in many inftances, I have little or ho eype£btioii 
^at ihe will be able to raif^ a)} the troops exa£ked from jbet; 
though I think it pight be done, were fuitable fpirite4 
geptleipen commiffioped, who .i«ould ^^ert i^emlelvqs, ;|n4 
encourage the people^ many of whom (for a failure in this 
inftance, and who are well difpofed) are making their fub« 
ija^iffions. — Jp a word, the next will be a^trying campaign : 
^nd as all ]that is dear aqd valuable may 4epen4 upon the 
i/Tue of it, I wpi^ld advife that nothii>g (bould be oauttecl,^ 
that (hall feem neceflary to our fucccfs. l.et ijs have a re% 
fpeftabli? army, an4 fu.ch a? will be con)petent to every cxi^ 
gency. 

I will alfo add that the critical Ctuatipp of our afTairs, an4 
the diflolutfon of our prefent force (now at hand), rec]uire 
tliat every nerve and ejcertipn be employed for riecruiting the 
new batallipns. One part of general Howe's movements at 
tjiis time, I belieye, is with a defign to diftraft us and pre* 
yent this bufinefs. If the inclemency of the weather ihouM 
force him into ^jointer-quarters^ he will not remain there 
longer than necefpty piall oblige him ; he will commence hi^ 
operations in a ftort fpace of timej and |n that time our 
levies mud be made up, t(j oppofe him, or I fear the moft 
melancholy of all events mull take place* 

'J'he inclofed extraft of a letter from the commiiTary^ge- 
fjeral will fliew his demands for money, and his plans for 
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pffkroring faked ptorifioiw and a quantity of flour from the 
fottth^ard. The whole is fubmitted to the confideration of 
Congrefs *» and I ^frifii the refult of their opinion tp be tranf- 
mitted hhn> wkh fach fopplies of money as may be neccffary 
ior himfelf and ihe department} he ntentions* 

The elothimg of the troops is a matter of infinite import- 
tftce> andf if it eouM be accompltihed» would have a happy 
dRed. Their diftreiles are extremely great, many of them 
keing entirely naketf^ 2fid moft ib thinly clad as to be unfit 
fcir fcTvtcc. 1 muft entreat Congrefs to write to the agents 
mnd contraflors upon this fubjcft, that every pdflibte fupply 
may be procured and forwarded with the atmoft expedition. 
I e«nnot attend to the bufinefs myfelf, having more than I 
tan poffibly do befides. 

1 have the honor to be. Sec. G. W. 



Sm, CWm^, abwe Trtmon Fallsy Dec, 20, 1776.. 

I HAVE waited with much impatience to IcnOw the 
determirtations of Congrefs on the propofitions made fomc 
time in Oftober laft for augmenting our corps of artillery and 
eftablifhing a corps of engineers. The time is now come when 
the firft cannot be delayed without the greateft injury to the 
fefety of thefe ftates 5 and therefore, under the refolution of 
Congrefs bearing date the twelfth inftant, at the repeated 
inftances of colonel Knox, and by the prefling advice of all 
the general officers now here, I have ventured to order three 
batalJions of artillery to be immediately recruited. Thefe 
are two lefs th^n cblonel Knox recommends, as you will fee 
by his plan inclpfed : but then this fcheme comprehends all 
the United States, whereas feme of the ftates have corps 
already eftabliflied, and thefe three hatallions are indifpenfa* 
bly neceffary for the operations in this quarter, including the 
northern def)artment. 

The pay of car artillerifts bearing no proportion with 
that in the Englifli or French fervice, — the miurmuring and 
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diflatisfadioQ thereby occafioned, and the abfolutc impofli- 
biJity (as I am told) of getting them upon the old terms, — 
and the unavoidable neceffity of obtaining them iat all events 
t-have induced me (alfo by advice) to promife officers and 
men that their pay fliould be augmented twenty-five per 
cent, or that their engagements fhall become null and void. 
Tlxis may appear to Congrefs premature and unwarrantable* 
But, fir, if they view our fituation in the light it ftrikcs their 
officers, they will be convinced of the utility of the meafurct 
and that the execution cpuld not be dclaye4 till after their 
meeting at^Baltimorc. In ffiort, the prefent exigency of our 
affairs will not admit of delay either in council or the field : 
for well convinced I am, that, if the enemy go into quartern 
at all, it will be for a fliort feafon. But I rather think th^ 
defign of general Howe is to pofllifs himfelf of' Philadelphia 
this winter, if poffible ; and in truth I do not fee what is tq 
prevent him, as ten days more will put an end to the exift- 
ence of our army* That one great point ia to keep us a,$ 
much harraffed as poffible^ with a 'view to injure the recruit- 
ing fervice and hinder a coUeflion of ftores and other nc- 
ceiT^ries for the next campaign, I am as elear in, as I am of 
my exiftence. If therefore,— [when] we have to provide in 
this fliort interval, and make thcfc great and arduous prepa«» 
rations,— every matter that in its nature is felf- evident is ^ 
be referred to Congrefs at the diftance of a hundred and 
thirty or forty miles, fo much time mull neceflarily elafft^ 
as to defeat the end in view. 

It may be faid that this is an application for powers that 
are too d^gerQUS to be «ntrufted. I can only add that de^ 
fperate difeafes require defperate remedies ; ,and with triujk 
declare that I have no luft after power, but wiih -With a^ 
much fervency as any man upon this wide-extended conti'» 
nent for an opport^unity 6f turning the jword in^o a plougii- 
(hare. But my feedings, as an officer and a man, havebe^ui. 
fuch as to force me to fay that no perfi^ em li4d. a fft^ffi 
choice of difficulties to contend with than I ha;reu-^It i^ 
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necdlefs to add that (hort enliftments, and a miftaken de- 
pendence upon militia, have beeii the origin of all o6r mi£> 
fortunes and the great accumulation of our debt. 

We find, fir, that the enemy arc daily gatiering Itrcngth 
from the difaffcfled. This ftrength, like a foow-feaH, by 
rolling, win iacreafe, unlefs fome means can be devifed to 
check cffcdlually the progrefs of the enemy's arnfis- Militia 
tnay poflibly do it for a little while : but in a littlt while alio, 
the militia of thofc ftates which have been frequently called 
upon will not turn out at all ; or, i( they do, it will be with 
fo much relu£lance and floth, as to amount to the fame 
thing -— inftancc, New-Jerfey ?— witnefs, Pennfylvania ! — 
Could any thing but the river Delaware have laved Phila- 
dcphia ? — Can any thing (the exigency of the cafe indeed may 
juftify it) be more deftruftivc |o the recruiting fefvice, than 
giving ten dollars bounty for fix weeks* fervice of the mili- 
tia, who come in, you cannot tell how,-«-go, you cannot tell 
when, — ^and a£t, you cannot tell where, — confume your pro- 
Vifions, e^haud your ftores, and leave you ac laft at a cri- 
tical moiient ? 

Thefe, fir, are the men I am to depend upon, ten days 
hence : this is the bafis on which your caufe will and mu(t 
forever depend, till you get a large (landing army fufficient 
6f itfclf to oppofc the enemy. I therefore beg leave to give 
h as my humble opinion, that eighty-eight batallions are 
hf no means equal to the oppofition you are to make, and 
that a moment's time is not to be loft in raifing a greater num- 
ber,— not Icfs, in my opinion and the opinion of my officers, 
than a hundred and ten. It may be urged that it will be 
found difficult enough to complete the firft number. This 
may be true, and yet the officers of a hundred and ten ba- 
tallions will recruit many more men, than thofe of eighty- 
eight. In my judgment this is not a time to ftand upon 
ekpenfe: our funds are the only ohjtSt of confideration. 
The fb^ of New-Tork have added *one batallion (I wifli 
Aey had made it two) to thejlr quota. --If any good officers' 
'-' , offer 
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cWet to raife men upon continental pay and eftabli{bltni<^t itt 
this quarter, I ihall encourage them to do (b, and regiment 
them when they bare done it. If (fcngrefs difapproire of 
this proceeding, they will pleafe to (ignify it^ as I mean it for 
the beft. 

It may be drought that I am going a good deal out of the 
line of my duty, to adopt tfaefe meafures, or to advife thus 
freely, A character to lofe, — an eftatc to forfeit, — the io- 
cftimable Ueffings of liberty at ftake,— and a life devoted,— 
mail be my excufe. 

I have heard nothing of the light-horfe from Virginia^ 
tior the regiment from tiie Eaftern-Shore* I wi(h to know 
what troops are to z& in the different departments, and to 
have thofe from the fouthward (defigned for this place) or*^ 
dered on as faft as they (hall be raifed. llie route fliould 
be pointed out by which they are to march ; aififtant-cOm* 
miiDries and quarter- mafters upon the communication, to 
fupply their wants ; the ilrft or fecond officer of each bataU 
lion ta forward them,^nd the other to come on, receive and 
forin them at their place of deftination. Unlefs this is imme- 
diately fet about, the campaign, if it (hould be cioibd, will 
be opened in the fpring before we have any men ia the 
field. 

Every exertion fcould be ufcd to procure tents : b 
dothier-general fhould be appointed without lofs of time for 
fupplying the army with every article in that way: — he 
ihould be a man of bufinefs and abilities. A commiflkry of 
prifoners muft be appointed to attend the army :— for want 
of an officer of this kind, the exchange of prifoners has been 
conduced in a moft fhameful and injurious manner. We 
have had them from all quarters puflied into our camps at 
the moft critical jun£tures) andr without the leaft previous 
notice. We have had them travelling through the different 
ftates in all dire£bions by certificates from committees, wi&<»' 
out any kind of control; and' have had infta«cei of fomt 
going into the enemy's camp without my privity o^ know«^ 
7 - ledge. 
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k4ge, after pafling in the manner before mentioned.— There 
jsay be other o^ers ueccflkry which I do iK)t recoiled 2t 
this time, and whichi when thought of, muft be provided: 
for this, iir, you may rely e^J that the commanding officer, 
under the prefent e(labli{hment, is obliged to attend to thp 
buiiBcfft of fo many different departments, as to rei^der it 
.impoflible to condud that of his own with the attentioa nc« 
jccfiary^^than which, nothing cad be nv^re injurious. 

In a former letter, 1 intimated my opinion of the neceflky 
of having a brigadier for every three regiments, and a major- 
j^neral lo*eyefy three brigades, at moft^ I think no tkne is 
to be lod in making the appointmenis, that the arrangements 
^ay be coniequent. This wiU not only aid the recruiting * 
fervice, but will be the readied means of forming and dis- 
ciplining the afmy afterwards, whichi i^ the fliort time we 
have to do it, is of amazing confequetice^ I have labored, 
ever (ioce I have been in the fervice, todifcourage all kinds 
of local attachments and diftindions of country, denomi^* 
Hating the whole by he grcatert nanosc of * American ;* but 
I found it impoiEble to oter come prejudices ; and, under -the 
new eftaUilhment, I conceive it lieil to ftir up an emula- 
tion i in-order to dp which, would it not b^ better for each 
ftate to furnifii (though not to appoint) their own brig?i* 
J^ers? — This, if known to be part at the eftablifhment, 
might prevent a good deal of contention and jealoufy ; and 
would) I believe, be the ;means of promotions going forward 
with more fatisfaitipn, and quiet the higher officers. 

Whilft I %m fpeaking of promotions, I cannot help giving 
]l as my opinion, that, if tongrefs think, proper to confirm 
what I have done with refpe£k to the cqrpsof artillery, co- 
lonel Knox (at prefent at the head of that department, but 
who, (Without promotion, wiU refign) ought to be appointed 
to the conimand of it, with the rank and pay ef brigadier. I 
have alfo to mention, rhat^ for wgpt of, (ome eftablifliment 
Iq the dcpartipent of engineers agreeabk to the plan laid be- 
foixtOoi^eis in pSkober laft^ colonel Putnum^ vc-ho was at^ 
......«'' the 
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die head of it, has quitted, and taken a regiment in the 
ftate of Maflachufetts« I know of no other man tderabty 
well qualified for the conducing of that bafinefs. None of 
the French gentlenten whom I have ken with appointnients 
ill that way arppear to me to know any thing of the matter. 
There il one in Philadelphia, who^ I am told, is clever : but 
him I have never feen. 

I muft alfo once tnore beg leave M inentioti to Congrefs 
the ex|>edfenc7 of letting fyromotlom be in a regimental line. 
The w^ht of thid has altettdy dtiven fome of the be(t officers 
that were in your army, oiit of the iervke. From repeated 
and ftrlft inquiry I am convinced you cin adopt no mode of 
pronK>lion that will be better received, or that will give 
more general fatiifa^on. I wifii therefore to have it s^- 
nounced* 

The cafting of cannon is a matter that ought not to be 
one moment delayed : and therefore I (hall fend colonel Knox 
to put this in a train, as. alfo to have travelling carriages and 
(hot provided, — claboratories to be eftab!i(hed, one in Hart* 
ford, and another in York* Magazines of provifions fliould 
alfo be laid in. Thefe I fhall fix with the commiflary. As 
our great lofs laft year proceeded from a want of teams, I 
(hall direft the quartcr-mafter-general to fumiOi a certain 
number to each regiment to anfwcr the tommon purpofes 
thereof, that the army may be enabled to remove from place 
to place differently from what we have done, or covI4 do> 
this campaign. Ammunition carts, aiid proper carts for 
intrenching tools, fhould alfo be provided, and I (hall dired 
about them accordingly. Above all, a Aore of fmall arms 
ihould be provided, or men will be of little ufe. The con- 
fumption and wafte of thefe, this year, has been great :— 
militia, flying-camp men, &c, coming in without, were ob- 
liged to be furniflied, or become ufelefs. Many of thefe 
threw their arms away : fome loft them, whilft odiers dc- 
(erted, and took them away. In a word,* although I yfed 
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. Cfcry piccatvtbn fo pirfierfe diem» die lob has been gveat i 
and this will forerer be the cafe in fuch a mixed and ir- 
TCgohr army as oun lias been. 

If no part of die troops already embarked at New*York 
has s^peared in Virginia, their deftination doubtle£i mnit 
be to fome other quarter; and that ftate muft,^I ihouLI 
diink, be freed hpm any inrafion, if general Howe can be 
eftAoally oppofisd in this. I therefore inclofe a memo- 
. Tandum ghren me by brigadier Stephen of Virgintai wJxidi 
Congre(s will pleafe to adi^t in die wfade^ — in part,*— or 
xefeOy— as may be conliftent with their plans and,intel%ence. 

The dtvifi«n of the army, late under the command of ge- 
neral Lee, now genend Sullivan, is juft upon the point of 
joining us. A ftrange kind of. fatality has attended it* 
They had orders on the feventeenth of November to join, 
now more dian a month. General Gates, with four eaftera 
regiments, is alfo near at hand} three others, from thofe 
ilates were coming on, by his order, by the way of Peek&ill, 
and had joined general Heath whom I had ordered on widi 
Parfons's brigade, to join me, leaving Clinton's brigade and 
fome militia (that "^ycre at Forts Montgomery and Condi* 
lution) to guard thofe important pafies of the Highlands. 
But the convention of the ftate of New- York feerning to 
.be much alavnedat Heath's coming away, — a fleet appear- 
ing 6ff New- London,— -and fome part of the enemy's troops 
redring towards Brunfwic,— -induced me to countermand the 
order for die march of Parfons's brigade, and to direct the 
three regiments from Ticonderoga to halt at Morriftown in 
Jeriey (where I uodcrftand about eight hundred militia had 
coUcacd), in order to infpirit the inhabitants, and, as &r 
as poflible, cover that part of the country. I fliall fend ^- 
ncral Maxwell this day to take the command of theip^ and, 
if to be done, to harrafs and annoy the enemy in their quar* 
ters, and cut off their convoys. 

. The care and figilance, which were ufcd in fecuring the 
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boats on this rivcr> have hitherto baffled every attettipt of the 
^ncmy to crofs : but, from concurring reports and appear-* 
ances, they are waiting for ice to afford them a paffage. 

jSince writing the foregoing I have received a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the inclofed is a 
copy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the firft in^* 
telligence obtained of a flect*s going through the Sound, I di& 
patched orders to generals Spencer and Ahiold to proceed with-* . 
out the leaft delay to the eaftward. The firft, I prefume, Is 
gone : the latter, not getting my letter till he came to a place 
called Eafton, was, by advice of geperal Gates who alfo met 
my letter at the faixie place, induced to come on hither before 
he proceeded to the eaftward.— Moft of our brigadiers are laid 
up : opt' one has come on with the divifion under general SuU 
livan, but they are left fick at different places on the road. 

By accounts from the eaftward, a large body of men had 
aflembled in Rhode-Ifland froni the ftates of Maflachufetts 
and Conne£ticut* I prefume (but I have no advice of it) 
that the militia ordered from the firft, to rendez-vous at 
Danbury (fix thoufand in number) under the command of 
rhajor-genferal Lincoln, for' fupplying the place of the dif-* 
banded men of that ftate in the continental army, will now 
be ordered to Rhode-Ifland ♦ 

In fpeaking of genei^al Lincoln, I (hoiild not do him 
juftice, were I not to add that he is a gentleman well worthy 
of notice in the military line. He commanded the militia 
from Maflachufetts laft fummer, or fall rather, and nmch 
to my fatisfaftion, — having proved himfelf on all occafiong 
an aftive, fpirited, fenfible man. I do not know whether it 
is his wifh to remain in the military Hne, or whether, if he 
{hould, any thing under the rank he now*holds in the ftate 
he comes from would fatisfy him. How far an appoint- 
ment of this kind might offend the continental brigadiers, 
I cannot undertake to fay : — many there are, over whom hfi^ 
ought not to be placed i but I know of no way to difcri-* 
minate.-^Brigadier Reed of New.-Hamp(bire does not, I 
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prefnmey mean to continue in fervlce : he ought ndtj-^s ! 
mm told» by the feverity of the fm^I*pox, he is become both 
blind and deaf. — I have the honor to be, &c. * G. W« 

P. S. Generals Gates and Sulliviti have this inftant come 
in. By them I learn that few or no men are recruited out 
of the regiments coming on with them, and that there is 
very little reafon to expeft that thefe regiments will be pre- 
vailed upon to contiifVie after their term of fervice expires* ^ 
If militia then do not come inj the confequences are but 
too evidenj^ 



SiRy Camf above Trenton Falls, Decern. 24, 1776. 

THAT I fliould dwell upon the fubjea of our dif- 
txQtkSi cannot be more difagreeable to Congrefs than it is 
I^aiiiful Co myfelf. The alarming fituation |o which ouv 
affairs are reduced impels me to the meafure* laquirj an4 
itiveftigationi— *which in jnoft cafes ferve to develop and point 
Out a reniedy,-A.in ours, prefent more and greater difficulties* 
Till of late» I was led to hope from report that no inconfi- 
d^rabk part of the troops compofmg the regiments that 
were vnth general Lee, and thofe from Ticonderoga under 
general Gates, had enlifted again« This intelligence, I con* 
fefs, gave me reafon to expe£^ that I Siould have, at the ex- 
piration ef the prefent year, a force fomewhat more re« 
fpeftable than what I find will be the cafe. 

Having examined into the ftate of thofe regiments, I am 
authorifed to fay from the information of their officers, that 
but very few of the men have enlifted. Thofe who have 
are of the troops from Ticonderoga, and were permitted to 
vlfit their friends attd homes, as part of the terms on which 
they would re-engage. In refpeA to thofe v^ho marched 
with genertil Lee, I cannot learn that any have. Their te- 
fufal, I am told, has not proceeded more from an averfioa 
to the feryicei or any fixed determination not to ei^ge 
again^ than from their wiffies to return home, — the non-ap* 
2 pointment 
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pointment of officers In tome inftances, — the turning out of 
good, and appointing.of bad,~in others, a*fd the mcomplctc ot 
rather no arrangement of themy— a work unhappily commit- 
ted to the management of their ftates : nor have I the moft 
diftant profpeflb of retaining them a moment longer than 
the pid of this inftant, notwithftanding the moft preffing 
foiicitatipns and the obvious neceffity for it. 

By the departure of thefe regiments I (hall be left with 
five from Virginia, Smallwood's from Maryland, a fmall 
part of Rawlins's, Hand's from Pennfylvani*, a part of 
Ward's from Conneflicut, and ihe German bataJIion, 
amounting in the whole at this time from^ fourteen to fifteert 
hundred efFedive men. This handful, and fuch militia zst 
may chufe to join me, will then compofe our army. 

When I refleft upon thefe things they fill me with mtich 
concern, knowmg that general Howe has a number of troopi 
•tantoned in the towns bordering on and near the Delaware^ 
~his intentions to pafs, as foon as the ice it ftifficienrijr 
formed, tp invade Pennfylvania and to poflefs himfeif of 
Philadelphia if poflible. To guard againit his defigns and' 
the execution of them, (hall employ my every exertion-: bmt 
how is this to be done ? As yet but few militia have gone 
to Philadelphia, and thef are to be our fupport at this alarav 
ing crifis. Had I entertained a doubt of general Howe's 
intentions to pafs the Delaware on the diflblution of our 
army, atid as foon as the ice is made, it woald now be done 
away. An intercepted letter from a gentleman of Phila- 
delphia (who has joined th^ enemy), to his friends and part* 
ner in the city declares that to be their defign, — that the 
arpiy would be there in ten* or twenty llays froraf the fix» 
teenth inftant, the time of his writing, if the ice ftoald be 
made j— advifes him by no means to remove their (lores,— 
diat they would be fafe. 

The obftacles which have arifen to the raiGng of the new 
army, from the mode of appointing the officers, induce mc 
to hope^ if Congrefs rciblve on ayn additional number of 
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batallions to thofe sUready voted, ikat they will devife fomo 
Other rule by whi«h the officers, efpecially the field-officers^ 
Ihould be appointed. Fn cjife an augmentation (hould be 
made to the eaftem regiinents, a deviation from the former 
mode will operate more itrongly ^s to them than to other 
batallions, becaufe there have been many more officers in 
fervice from thofe dates, than the regiments voted tt be 
rai&d would admit of ; by whiqh means feveral deferving 
men CQuld not have been provided for, had the utmoft pains 
been ufed for the purpofe % and many others of merit have 
^n negle£);ed in the late appointments, and thofe of little 
worth and Icfs experience put in their places or promoted 
^ver their heads* This has been ^e cafe with many of the 
be$ officers. 

The indofcd leMcr from the paymafter-general will (hew 
the ft^te of the military cheft, and the neceffity of a large 
^nd immediate fupply of cafh. The advances to the officers^ 
for bounty ^d tl^.e jrecru^ting fervice, are great : befides, fhc 
regiments, a( the expiration pf this mpi^th^ will require pay 
qf their claims, f^ * f 
I h^ve the hpnpr tp ))e, &c# G. "W^, 

P. S* f f the public papers h^ve been rempved from Philar 
delphia, I ^^^pe thofe which I fenf by lieutenant-colonel 
Heed before we left New- York have not been forgot. If 
they have ^ot, I |^g the favor of you to break open the 
cheft, and fend me the feveral letter-booHs felled up, haying 
Sequent occafi^ to refer to them. 



To ^LoBERT Morris Efqulre^ 

p£AR Sir, Headquarters, December 25, IJjti. 

I HAVE your obliging favors of the twentyrfirft and 

twenty-third. The blankets are come to hand; but 1 would 

not have any of the pihet goods fent op till you hear again 

from me. 

J agree with you that it is in vain tp ruminate upon, or 
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^ven reflciS upon the authors or caufcs of, our preCent mif- 
fortunes: wc fhould rather exert ourfelves, and look forward 
with hopes th^^ fome lucky chance may yet turn up in our 
favor. Bad as our profpecSts are, I fliould not have the 
Ijcaft doufet of fuccefs in the end, did not the late treachery and 
ilefe£tion of thofe, who ftood foremoft in the oppofition M^hile 
fortune fmjled upon us, make me fearful that many more will 
follow their example, who, by ufipg their influence with fome^ 
and working upon the fears of others, may extend the cir- 
cle fo as to tak^ in whole towns, counties^ nay provinces* 
Of this we have a recept inftance in Jcrfey j and I wi(h many 
parts of Pennfylvania may not be ready to receive the yoke. 

The fecurity of thecpntinental fhips of war in Delaware is 
certainly a capital objedl; and yet to draught the many hands^ 
neceflary to fit them out, from the militia, might be dan^^ 
gerous juft now : perhaps in a little time hence their places 
paay be fupplied with country militia ; and then, if the exi- 
gency of affairf requires it, they certainly ought to be fp^red. 
— ^I will juft hint to you a propofition that was made, or 
rather talked of, a few days agp by the officers of two New* 
England regiments whofc time of fervicc will expire on the 
firft of January. They are moft of them water men : and 
thpy faid their men would willingly go on board the frigates, 
and navigate them round to any of the porfs in New-£ng- 
land> if it w'as thought they would be fafer there than in 
IDelaware. You may think of this, and let me hear froni 
you on the fubjeft, if the propofition pleafes you. 

Lieutenant Boger of the navy is already gone in, and I 
have made a demand of lieutenant Jofiah in exchange j but 
I have not heard whether, lord -Howe accedes to it. I will 
procure the releafe of doflor Hodge as foon as it can be done 
without injuring others by giving him the preference, as I 
have always niade it a rule to demand thofe firft who hav» 
been longeft in captlyity. I will take the fame Jleps in ys 
g^rd to Mr, Tones, commander of the floop taken by the 
y^ndrew Doria* 

Ifhall 
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1 fliall take the earlicft opportunitjr of fending in your 
letter to general Lee, with the bill dra.wn upon major SmalL 

From an intercepted letter from a perfon ifi the fecrcts of 
the enemy, I find their intentions are to crofs pelaware as 
foon as the ice is fufBciently ftrong. I mention this, that 
you may take the neceflary fteps for the fecurity of fuch pub- 
lic and private property as ought not to fall into their hands 
Ihould they make themfelves mafters of Philadelphia, of 
which they do not feem to entertain the lead doubt. 

I hope the next chriftmas will prove happier thaji the 
prcfent, to you, and to, dear fir, your fincere friend and 
humble fervant, G. W. 

P. S. I would juft afk whether you think Chriftiana a fafc 
place for our ftores. Do not you think they would be fafer 
at Lancafter, or fomewhere more inland ? 



Sir, Headquarter Sj MorriJiowHy Dec. 27, 1776. 

1 HAVE the pleafurtf of congratulating you upon 
the fuccefs of an enterprife which I had formed againft a 
detachment of the enemy lying in Trenton, and which was 
executed yeflerday morning. 

The evening of the twency-fifth I ordered the troops in- 
tended for this fervice tp parade back of M* Konkey's ferry, 
that they might begin to paf^ as foon as it grew dark, fma* 
gining we (hould be able to throw them all over, with the 
neceflary artillery, by twelve o'clock, and that we might 
cafily arrive at Trenton by five in the morning, the diftance 
being about nine miles. But the quantity of ice, made that 
night, impeded the paflage 01 the boats fo much, that it was 
three o'clock before the artillery could all be got over ; and 
near four, . before the troops took up their line of march. 

This made me defpair of furprifing the town, as I well 
kneW we could not reach it before the day was fairly broke. 
But as I was certam there was no making a retreat without 
being difcovered, and harraflTed on repaffing the river, I de* 

termined 
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termined to puOi on at all events. I formed my detachment; 
Into two divifions, one to march by the lower or river road, 
th« other by the upper or Pennington road. As the divi- ^\ 
fions had nearly the fame diftance to march, I ordered each 
of them, immediately upon forcing the out guards, to puih 
direftly into the town, that they might charge the enemy 
before they had time to form. 

The upper divifion arrived at the enemy*8 advanced pod 
exa^ly at eight o'clock 5 and in three miautes after, I founds 
from the fire on the lower road) that that divifion had alfo 
got up. The out-guar4s made but fmall oppofition, though, 
is>T their numbers, they behaved very well, keeping tip a 
coi^ftant retreating fire from behind houfes. We prefently 
faw their main body formed : but, from their motions, they 
(eemed undetermined how to aft. 

Being hard prefled by our troops who had already got 
pofleilion of their artilitry, they attempted to file off by a 
road on their right, leading to Princeton. But, perceiving 
their intention, I threw a body of troops in their way 5 
which immediately checked them. Finding from our difpo* 
iition, that they were furrounded, and that they muft in«* 
cyitably be cut to pieces if they made any further refiftancc, 
they agreed to lay down their arms. The number that fub- 
mitted in this manner was twenty-three officers^ and eight 
hundred ^nd eighty-fix men. Colonel Rahl the command* 
ing officer, and feven others, were found wounded in the 
town. I do not exa3Iy know how many they had killed ( 
but I fancy, not above twenty or thirty, as they never made 
any regular ftand. Our lofs is very trifling indeed, — only 
two officers and one or two privates wounded. 

I find that the detachment of the enemy confided of the 
three Heffian regiments of Lanfpach, Eniphaufen, and 
Rahl, amounting to about fifteen hundred men, and a 
troop of Britifli light-horfe : bat, immediately upon the be« 
ginning of the attack, all thofe who were not killed or taken 
puQied dire^ly down the road towards Bordentown. Thefe 

would 
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would likewife have fdlen into our hands, could mj platt 
have been completely carried into execution. Greneral 
£wing was to have croffed before day at Ttcnton feny, 
and taken poffeflion of the bridge leading out of town : but 
Ac quantity of ice was fo great, that, though he did every 
diing in his power to effeft it, he could not get over. This 
difficulty alfo hindered general Cadwallader from crofling 
with the Pennfylvania militia from Briftol. He got part o£ 
liis foot over i but finding h impoffible to eihbark his artil-» 
Icry, he was obliged to defift. 

I am fully confident, that, could the troops under generals 
Ewiag and Cadwallader have paiTed the river, I fiiotdd havo^ 
been able with their affiftanoe to have driven the enemy 
horn all their pofts below Trenton, But the numbers I had 
with me being inferior to theirs below me, and a ftrong 
-batallion of light infantry being at Princeton above me, I 
thought it moft prudent to return the fame evening vrith 
die prifoners and the artillery we had taken* We found no 
ftores of any confequence in the town. 

In juftice to the officers and men, I muft add that their 
behavior upon this occafion reflefts the higheft honor upon 
diem. The difficulty of paffing the river in a very fevere 
night, and their march through a violent ftorm of fnow and 
bail, did not in the lead abate their ardor: but, when they 
csune to the charge, each feemed to vie with the* other in 
prcffing forward : and were I to give a preference to any^ 
particular corps, 1 fliould do great injuftice to the others. 

Colonel Baylor, my firft aide-de-camp, will have the 
honor of delivering this to you ; and from him you may be 
made acquainted with many other particulars. His fpirited 
behavior upon every occafion requires m^o recommend 
him to your particular notice. 
. I have the honor to be, &c. G* W* 

Inclofed you. have a particular lift of the prifoners, artillery 
and other ftores. 
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SiRf Newffiwn^ Dtc£mi€r 29, . 1 7 7 6# 

I AM jufl: fetdng out to attempt a fecond paflage 
•oyer the Delaware with the troops that wcr« with me on 
the morning of die twenty-^fixth. I am determinedto effed 
it if poffible ; but know that it will be aflended withitttttdi 
« fatigue and difficulty on account #f the tce^ which will 
neither allow iS to oiofs on foot, nor give utfan «afy 
paflage with boats* General Cadwallader fro&d fiolu 
Briftol on the tifenty-feventh, Ad, by his letter #f ye^r^ 
day, was at Bordentown with about eighteen hundi^ mea. 
In addition to thefe, general Mifflin fent over five hiandiwd 
from Philadelphia on friday, diree hundred yeilerday e?.^n- 
ing from Burlington, and will follow to-day with fevea or 
<n.^ax. hunditd moro* I have takeivevery precaiition in my 
power for fubfifting the troops^ zaod fliall, without lofs of 
time, and as foon as circumftances will ^odmit of it, purfue 
the enemy in their retfeat, — try to beat up moi£ of dieir 
quarters, — and, in a word, in every inftance, adopt fuch 
meafures as the exigency of our affafts requires, and our 
fituation will juftify* 

Had it not been for the unhappy failure of generals Ewing 
an|} Cadwallader in their attempts to pafs dti the night of 
the twenty-fifth, — ^and if the feveral concerted attacks could 
have been madCfc— I have no doubt but that our views would 
have fucceeded to our warmeft expedations. What was done 
occafioned the enemy to leave their feveral polls on the Dela- 
ware with great precipitation^ The peculiar diftrefles to 
which the troops wifo were with roe were reduced by the 
feverities of cold, rain, fnow, and ftorm, — the charge of the 
prifoners they had taken, — and another reafon that might 
be mentioned, — and the little profpefl: of receiving fuccours 
on account of the feafoh and fituation of the river,— would 
not authorife a further purfuit at that time. 

Since tranfmitting the lift of prifoners, « few more have 
been difcovered and taken in Trenton, — ani^ig them a 

6 lieutenant- 
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Jicutenant-coloncI,and adeputy-adjutanUgcneral, — thcwhoic • 
imounting to abbut a thoufand. 

I have been honored with your letter of the twenty-third 

«nd fts fcveral incli^fure^i ro which I fhall pay due attention. 

—A fl|g gfocs in this morning with a letter to general Ho we, 

and another to g^eral Lee. Tor the latter, Robert Morris 

eiiquire has trinfmitt^ a bill of exchange, drawn by two^ 

■^Britiih officers, for a hundred apd fucl^en pounds, nine 

' fiiningSy aild three pence, on major Small, for money fur- 

«iii!hed tl|^m in Sbuth-CaiMipa, which I ^ft will ba paid. 

This.fupply is exclufive of the fum you have relolved to be 

fetit hipi, and which Mr. Morris wiU procure in time. 

I have the honor to be, 8c c. ' G. 'W. 

P. S. I am under g^rcat apprehenfions about obtaining pro- 
per fupplies of provi6aa for our troi^s : I fd^r it vrik be 
extremely difficult, if not impradiicable, as the enemy^ from 
every ace aunt, have taken and eoile£ked every thing they 
could find. * * 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME* 
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